Biggest of all LT&T Christmas parties was held at East Hills, Lincoln, on the night of 
December 13. The entire first floor of the spacious building was swarming with telephone 
people—only a small part of whom appear in this picture as they enjoy the 11/2 hour All Star 
Revue program. Loran Powell was general chairman of the mammoth event. 


The Joyous Christmas Season 


Yuletide, at LT&T, extended from the first of December till Christmas Day. No one 
knows how many happy gatherings of employees were held during that time. Parties extended 
throughout the length and breadth of the territory. The camera caught merry little glimpses 
of some of them, as you will find pictured on these pages. 


Another view of the Pawnee City Christmas supper, taken from the 
opposite end of the table from the picture at lower-left. 
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Santa Claus meets his court at the Lincoln Children’s Party, held at the 
Hotel Cornhusker on the afternoon of December 21. Santa was Harold 
Brady. Jane (Mrs. L. W.) Cleveland led the group participation program. 
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A “splicer’s’’ meeting at the Adult Christmas party at East Hills, Lin- 
coln, December 13. Clockwise around the table from foreground are: E. H. 


Greb. Mrs. Greb, J. H. Tice, Mrs. Tice, R. G. Mathis, Mrs. Phil Bailey, P. M. 
The Pawnee City Area employees and their families gathered for a Bailey hace Morne: ae. R. D. Banke Sa Sane. rs i Batley M 


pre-Christmas supper December 13. After a delicious ham supper, everyone 
enjoyed a session of games and Grab-bag. More ——~> 
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The big Hastings Christmas party was held December 4 in the 4-H building at the 
Adams County fairgrounds. Nearest the camera can be recognized A. L. DeBacker, Marie 
Pearson, T. B. Hedges, D. R. Joynt and J. S. Van Nordheim. 
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argon gaa e aift h ith : eee Looking and acting like professional troupers, the six clowns at the 
The Lincoln Plant girls held their gift exchange in the service operators Lincoln Children’s Party were largely responsible for its success. From left: 


lounge at 14th and M. Nearly cut off by the camera in the front row woman C. Duer, Gerald E. Carter, Rex E. King, Charles M. Lindgren, Donald 


are: Mimi Cotton, Ilene Kassebaum and Erma Dillworth. Second row: Dar- 
lene Griffin, Donnabelle Schumann, Phyllis Gates, Hattie Staley, Dorothy 
Miller. In back: Hazel Higgins, Lucille Sorge, Thelma Wisen, Naomi Harri- 
man, Louise Roth, Marilyn Osborn, Vesper Desen, Ruth Reinke. 


appeared as clowns at last year’s children’s party. 


E. Nelson and Richard B. Hobson. Messrs. Lindgren, Nelson and Hobson also 


The anciently established Commercial breakfast at Lincoln again boasted almost 100 
percent attendance. Held this year at the Lindeii Hotel ‘‘Kopper Kettle’’ party room, the 
meeting got under way at 7 a. m. December 23. The program of high local talent featured 
Maxine Scott and her accordion; a pantomime by Bert Kirchhoff and Janie Howett; and Marlene 


Holsten at the electronic piano. 
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Ladies of Fairbury Commercial and Traffic held 

a 7 a Phos bi. = their dinner December 18. Here Viola Hutchin- 
The Accounting department folk held their general get-together at the ‘‘Kopper Kettle” party son, C. O., opens her gift. 
room on the morning of December 18. The seven o’ciock breakfast was enlivened by a session of 
lusty community singing. George Mann, (front row—right) was chairman of the event. 
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The Auburn party was held at the exchange 
December 20. Myron Birdsley and Jack Little head 
this table. 


The basement of the new Beatrice building was the scene of the roundup of employees from 
Commercial, Plant and the Southern District offices on December 11. 
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In a pantomime, “I’m going to wrestle Santa 
Claus,” June Taylor was Santa and Marilyn Penny- 
well, the challenger, at Auburn. 
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It’s an annual custom—this gathering of Beatrice traffic employees around the lounge room 
Christmas tree. We’re glad to see it continue, even after the invasion of the dial system. 


The night custodial 
force at 14 & M, Lincoln, 
caught the spirit of the 
season with a steak sup- 
per, December 19—cour- 
tesy of Fred Bredow, one 
of their number. 


Belva Jean Gleason and Lily Malecek pose be- 
fore the array of Christmas greeting cards re- 


ceived from other revenue accounting centers 
across the nation. 
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Brock, Novak, Cruickshank To New Positions 


George Brock Charles 


A series of supervisory changes, an- 
nounced at year’s end by Vice Presi- 
dent M. M. Hale, were initiated by the 
transfer of George Brock, area manager 
at Crete, to the cost engineering section 
at Lincoln as engineer. Succeeding Mr. 
Brock at Crete is Charles J. Novak, 
whose position as manager at Ashland 
is filled by James W. Cruickshank, 
eastern district clerk. 

Mr. Brock brings to his new position 
more than 30 years of varied telephone 
experience. He came to LT&T in 1927 
as groundman in the construction de- 
partment following his graduation from 
the University of Nebraska with an 
A.B. degree. In this department he 
mastered the skills of third, second and 
first class lineman, as construction work 
was classified in those times, and later 
became a foreman. In 1936 he moved 
to Hastings where he served as ex- 
change lineman and combinationman. 
In December 1942 he was named man- 
ager at Friend. Five years later he be- 
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J. Novak James W. Cruickshank 


came area manager at Wilber and in 
1952 moved to Crete in the same ca- 
pacity. 


Mr. Novak joined the company in 
1945, but before this he had several 
years experience in telephone work 
with the Citizen’s Telephone Company 
at Malmo and as technical sergeant 
with the Army Signal Corps during 
World War II. He worked at the Wahoo 
exchange as installer-repairman until 
1953 when he was promoted to manager 
at Milford. The following year he was 
transferred to the larger exchange at 
Ashland in a like position. 


Mr. Cruickshank dates his telephone 
career from 1948 when he worked dur- 
ing the summer with the plant forces 
at Wahoo. After graduation from the 
University of Nebraska he rejoined the 
company as a full-time employee, work- 
ing as groundman at Wahoo until his 
transfer to Lincoln as eastern district 
clerk in 1952. 


"Well Done’ For J. A. Mason 


The seconds that ticked away the 
old year also sounded the closing note 
to the active telephone employment of 
John Albert Mason, 
chief testman at 
Hastings. No one 
calls Jack Mason by 
his proper name, un- 
less it may be 
spelled out on the 
deed for his prop- 
erty and other legal 
papers; for “Jack” 
it has always been 
to his far-scattered § 
friends in the telephone business and 
elsewhere. 


As it must to all who survive the 
rigors of a telephone career, the age of 
retirement enveloped Jack during the 
month of December. Jack feels that 
he is entering upon his second 65 years 
with a great advantage over the first. 
Then he could neither walk nor talk 
and knew little about the value of 
friendships that one develops over the 
course of a life’s work. 


For Mr. Mason’s service record with 
LT&T is one of the longest among em- 
ployees. He was hired as a toll test- 
man at Lincoln in September 1916 and, 
after a year at that exchange, trans- 
ferred to Hastings as telegraph oper- 
ator. Meanwhile the country had gone 
to war and Jack did not long withstand 
the urge to wear the olive-drab. He 
marched away as a volunteer in April 
1918 and did not return to his station 
at the test board until July of the fol- 
lowing year. 

From then until now, Jack has 
labored at the present Hastings test- 
board and its predecessor. He was 
named chief testman in July 1948 and 
had an accredited term of service of 
41 years, four months at the time of 
retirement. 

Jack’s plans—in later months—may 
take him to the west coast to soak up 
the sun, for he detests cold weather. 
For the present, however, he is intent 
on getting some chores done, for many 
projects have been put aside for his 
days of added leisure. He declares his 
agenda of rush “things to do” will keep 
him busy for many a moon 
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15th & M Building To Grow 
Taller and Wider 


The Board of Directors, at its meet- 
ing of December 6, approved a $1,750,000 
addition to the building at 15th and M 
streets, Lincoln. The news of the 
board’s action touched off a surge of 
activity in the engineering department, 
for the company’s long-range plans 
have included, for years, the prospect 
of reuniting Lincoln’s uptown forces 
once again. The present three-story 
building was designed with adequate 
strength for the addition of other floors 
above it. Corbels protruding from the 
east wall also provide for attaching a 
wing to that face of the building. 
Current plans will call for the present 
building to rise five more stories in 
height, with a four-story addition to be 
built to the east. 


The new building will hold the gen- 
eral offices; business office; long dis- 
tance operations; district plant offices 
and equipment center; and local and 
long distance dialing equipment. 

Formal plans for the new building 
will be prepared by the consulting engi- 
neering firm of Kirkham, Michael, Mc- 
Reynolds & Associates of Omaha, work- 
ing in coordination with the building 
design division of the engineering de- 
partment. 

With the 2-Office switchroom al- 
ready in the process of making the 
change of locations to 15th and M, it 
is expected that both buildings at 14th 
and M will be vacated when the new 
additions are built and occupied. That 
may be sooner than we would expect, 
for preliminary plans are shaping 
rapidly and it is thought that the con- 
tracts may be let and construction 
actually started yet this spring. The 
completion date is scheduled for the 
latter part of 1959. 


Some other important developments 
are in the offing and are contingent 
on the completion of the building and 
the erection of equipment therein. First, 
our telephone numbers will become 
“metropolitan,” employing two letters 
and five digits to conform to the nation- 
al pattern for customer dialing of long 
distance calls. All Lincoln numbers 
will show this change in the December 
1959 directory, according to Paul H. 
Henson, chief engineer. Sometime later, 
perhaps in the fore part of 1960, DDD 
(direct distance dialing) will be placed 
in service and Lincoln subscribers can 
dial direct to distant cities throughout 
the nation. 

The four-story wing to the east will 
be so supported and constructed that it, 
too, may rise to eight stories if this 
should be found desirable to meet 
growth requirements. 


The Lost Violin 


and the Fuzzy Contact Point 


Please do not think we are presumptuous enough to set ourselves up as 
an authority concerning the need for glasses or the fitting of them. The 
category is far removed from the telephone field. Because of this we have 
sought expert advice from the Better Vision Institute of New York in the 
preparation of this article. 


Like the violinist who has “lost his 
fiddle” in the picture above, we have 
seen many people in the telephone busi- 
ness “lose their work” by an apparent 
maladjustment of vision. 

Maybe it never occurred to you that 
there are ways of treating your eyes 
so as to get the utmost service from 


them. Don’t they give you the best 
service possible, if you just look at the 
thing you want to see—especially if you 
look through a pair of corrective spec- 
tacles? 

Unfortunately, it is not as simple as 
that—always. For instance, if you play 
the violin or piano you may find that 


you can’t read the notes, even if you 
wear bifocals. The music rack is too 
close to be seen through the “distant” 
segment and too far away for the “‘read- 
ing” segment. 

What’s the remedy? Why, it’s prob- 
ably another pair of lenses, built into 
your glasses and focused at the distance 


George Keith’s “‘working specs’’ have an added segment at the top of the lenses so he can draw 
a critical focus on equipment above the eye level. 
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of the music from your eyes; say 30 
inches. This third pair of lenses can be 
incorporated into bifocals, making them 
trifocals. Or they can be set in a frame 
by themselves, thus creating a pair of 
“music glasses.” Many violin players 
prefer separate glasses, or specially de- 
signed bifocals, because if they tilt their 
head back to look through a low-placed 
segment, they can’t grip the fiddle with 
their chin, as a fiddler must. 


There are many other occupations, 
besides violin playing, that require spe- 
cial kinds of glasses if the user is to get 
the best service from his eyes. These 
special glasses often call for lenses of 
unusual focal length. Sometimes, In 
bifocals, it is necessary to place the 
short-view segment on top instead of at 
the bottom because the user must look 
up at his work. 

We got to wondering if there were 
not some telephone jobs that required 
special optical treatment, and it did not 
take long to find several. Men who 
work with COE, especially in the deli- 
cate adjustment of relays and contacts, 
apparently had given much thought to 
the type of spectacles that would serve 
them best. Much of this class of work 
is above or below eye level and among 
these craftsmen we found trifocals so 
designed that their wearers could work 
on shelves of equipment, of whatever 


George Keith models his trifocals as he peers 
without effort at a contact adjustment above his 
head. Bifocals would be useless here, for George s 
neck would not tilt back far enough to bring them 
into focus. Necessity, however, mothers invention 
and many telephone men have found that they 
can wear their glasses upside down and get about 
the same results that Mr. Keith does with his 


trifocals. 


height, with a minimum of craning and 
straining. 

All such glasses are known as “func- 
tional.” They perform the function of 
aiding sight in special situations. Their 
use is spreading rapidly among people 
who want the best possible results from 
their investment in better sight. 

There are many other cases where 
special lenses are vital for the best 
results. Consider the golf player, who 
must keep his eye on the ball as it 
sets on the tee, say 5% feet from his 
eyes, and who also wants to see it as 
it wings down the fairway (he hopes). 


Ivan Paddack’s “switchboard glasses” are tri- 
focal, with the third segment mounted just below 
the center of the lens. This gave him a “middle 
throw” which focused at about 18 or 20 inches; 
just right for reading designation strips over the 
operator’s shoulder and for working on jacks, 
lamps and cords. from the back of the switch- 
board. He demonstrates the “middle throw’ as 
he reads a designation strip at nearly an arm’s 
length. 


rifleman who, with one eye, must see 
rear and front sights on the gun barrel 
as well as the distant target. 

So for many of us it is no longer suf- 
ficient to have our vision merely cor- 
rected for, say, hyperopia or farsighted- 
ness. The question comes up, corrected 
for what purpose? What are the eyes 
used for? We should explain the me- 
chanics of our work fully to the optome- 
trist or optician when being prescribed 
or fitted for spectacles. 

Thanks to the marvelous adaptability 
of the eye, and the marvels wrapped up 
in a single pair of lenses, an ordinary 
pair of glasses can still do a good, varied 
job; converting general seeing from bad 
to good. 

If these splendid lenses could only 
change their shape to suit every visual 
demand made upon them, like the liv- 
ing lenses in young, normal eyes, then 
one pair of glasses would be enough for 
all purposes. Bang! The lenses would 
grow thick or thin, depending on 
whether one wanted to see near or far. 

That miracle isn’t likely to occur, but 
the same results can usually be ob- 
tained by providing the eyes with sep- 
arate lenses and frames for each im- 
portant task, or group of similar tasks, 
that the modern eye is called upon to 


Then there’s the skeet shooter and theperform. 
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Lincoln Wire Chiefs | “OQytside Service” 


Part ‘One 


One of the company’s largest employee groups, 
the men of ‘Outside Service,’’ are so numerous 
that all could not be shown, even by employing 
a double-page spread. So we have divided the 


1: Byron D. Pattison, wire chief. 2: From left, Dean 
Jones, Ray H. Zimmerman and Marvin E. Joosten. 3: 
James L. Baxter. 4: From left, John R. Shipp and Rob- 
ert W. Blackford, eauipment foreman. 5: H. Wayne 
Robinette. 6: Robert M. Green, dean in seniority; and 
Dale C. Weaver, service foreman. 7: Paul R. Winscot. 8: 
Leonard K. White, with Arthur T. Albers, service fore- 


man. 9: Allan G. Behm. 10: Joe J. Miller. 11: Ernest E. 
Johnson. 


ographs in half, without regard to 


habetical listing. The remainder will 
later Issue of the News. 
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¢t, Carl H. Mischnick and v. P. Spears. 13: 
foe oe os J. Weber, Jim Irons and Knud Arngren. 
14. Ge ald : Miller, service foreman. 15: Ronald L. 
Hibber:, 16: Left te right, John E. Findley and Arthur L. 
Hig : Archie E. Stansbury at left, and J. Dewey 


. 18: 20: Lel 
Lo poades. eland W. Ward. 21: Elmer T- 
D Y (Dusty) i Robert L. Hohnstein. a 


Sins, 17: onald D. Smith. 19: Wayne L. Higgins and 
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Lincoln Telephone News 


January 


958 


Published in the interest of the employees of 


this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 


1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


Our Cover 


There is no deep and hidden meaning 
to the design on January’s cover except 
that the snow was undisturbed and 
enticing in the editor’s back yard. A 
long writing stick, a stepladder, a 
camera and PRESTO—a cover picture. 
We hope you like it, for it was cold on 


that ladder. 


The Boys Flock To School 


Vocational training classes in tele- 
phony are becoming more popular year 
by year, judging by the ever increasing 
attendance. The classes organized for 
the current season undoubtedly will 
produce more graduates than ever be- 


fore. 


Three classes at Hastings and one at 
York have been in session since early 


December, while seven classes at Lin- 
coln and one each at Beatrice, Nebraska 
City, Wahoo and Tecumseh were sched- 
uled to begin their curriculums the 
second week of January. 

D. R. McKean, H. W. Tubbs and F. 
M. Crewdson are instructors at Has- 
tings. J. W. Eckles leads the York class. 
Instructors assigned to the Lincoln 
classes are: Al Ager, A. L. Reed, Dale 
Weaver, K. E. Johnson and Lowell 
Johnson. 

The courses are voluntary and are 
provided without cost to employees 
except for a minor book and material 
expense in some courses. The time re- 
quirements are two hours (one eve- 
ning) per week for ten weeks. 
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Paul Flowers, Lowell Brown and George Wasson, 
foreman, soak up a bit of sunshine during the 
January thaw. Their construction rig forms the 
background. 


Who's Out of Step! 


Did you ever consider the fact that 
we telephone people are in an odd busi- 
ness? It reverses the trend of the times 
even as it progresses to mechanical or 
electronic operation and to customer 
dialing of their own long distance calls. 


While most industries and manufac- 
turers work toward relieving their cus- 
tomers of physical effort in using their 
wares, we telephone folk invite our 
subscribers to pull their own dials for 
both local and long distance calls. 


Early day telephone users exerted 
energy on the crank of a hand gener- 
ator, but from that point the operator 
performed the mechanics of establish- 
ing the connection. Later, with the ad- 
vent of common battery, even the 
cranking was eliminated. The customer 
needed only to lift the receiver. At 
that point we had reached the apex of 
telephoning luxury. 


Of course, we are not serious. The 
complications and economics of modern 
telephony have made these methods 
obsolete as they apply to the unified 
scheme to accommodate nationwide di- 
aling. And we are following the way of 
the world in putting mechanical meth- 
ods to work for us. The degree to which 
Americans have progressed in this field 
explains a large part of the increase in 
production and productivity. 


Men and animals in 1850 contributed 
94 percent of the total energy used in 
American production. 


Today, men and animals contribute 
only seven per cent of the total energy. 
Machines do 93% of the work. 


Our multiplying need and capacity to 
use machine power have constantly 
surprised the experts, even including 
the years since World War II. In 1933, 
Wendell L. Willkie asserted that the 
power to be produced at Norris Dam 
would be a surplus—without a market. 


Today, new power plants equivalent 
to seven Norris Dams are needed every 
Single year to meet increasing require- 
ments in the same region. 


. And our use of power is not merely 
in large chunks. Nowadays, to mow 
lawns, beat eggs, cut whiskers, agitate 
complexions, and do all the other tiny 
chores around home, in industry and 
recreation, we manufacture millions and 
millions of fractional horsepower elec- 
tric motors. Indeed, it is possible that 
the fractional generation of horsepower 
exceeds the total power output of some 
undeveloped countries. There are even 
electric toothbrushes on the market. 


And with atomic and solar power 
knocking at the door, we may be jus 
entering the vestibule of the me- 
chanical power age. Probably we’ll use 
one or the other power sources to pull 
that dail—Whoops! A mistake! Where’s 
that electric eraser? 
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THE CO-OP STORY No. 3 


January, 1958—the beginning of 
a New Year—Why not start it out 


with a saving account in YOUR CO- 
OP? Use the payroll deduction plan 
Or send your deposit direct to the 
Association Office. 


Art Keckler 


A Kindly Letter 


Thanks to Mrs. H. F. Sorensen of 
Lincoln for the commendation in the 
following letter—and her thoughtful- 
ness in writing it: 

I wish to thank the LT&T for the fine service 
we have received through the year; especially for 
the fine long distance service rendered to us Au- 
gust 8 by cn operator when my brother was 
critically ill in a hospital at Butte, Montana. She 
took great pains to get him on the line for me 
from his hospital room. It was the last time I was 
ever to hear his voice. So again I wish to thank 
an organization and its operators who make such 
things possible. 


The operator was one of our best— 
Eleanor Buettgenback—who first took 
her station at the Lincoln switchboard 
in July 1941. 


Roses For Two 


Tens of thousands of voices wove 
their messages of joy over the tele- 
phone lines at Christmas time, but 
none, perhaps, brought such tidings of 
comfort and joyous relief as that of a 
young man in Hawaii with his parents 
at Lincoln. The call was arranged as a 
news press emergency call by the Lin- 
coln Journal, and brought word that 
the son was safe following a tragic 
airplane accident. 


The completion of the call on an 
emergency basis over the overflowing 
telephone circuits at Christmas time 
was accomplished through the per- 
severance and experience of two of our 
Lincoln operators. We are glad they 
were singled out for commendation by 
Joe R. Seacrest, associate editor of the 
Lincoln Journal, in a letter to Presi- 
dent Thomas C. Woods. We quote the 
first paragraph: “The entire news staff 
of The Lincoln Journal want to thank 
LT&T, and in particular Kathleen 
Carey and Carol Allen, for the assist- 
ance they rendered in making possible 
the telephone news story from Honolulu 
that appeared on page one of the Christ- 
mas Day edition of The Lincoln Journal 

Bughunter: Lady, I’ve found the 
trouble with your telephone. You’ve 
got a short circuit in the wiring. 

Housewife: Well, for goodness sake, 
lengthen it! 
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Book-of-the-Year 


Our Commercial folk would have 
been disappointed had Lincoln’s color- 
ful new directory been received with- 
out comment or appreciation by our 
customers. Considering the time, ef- 
fort and skill that went into its com- 
position, they could be excused for 
waiting in anticipation of its reception 
by Lincoln subscribers. 

Its outstanding feature, of course, 
was the cover—front and back—printed 
with four color-plates, the front cover 
depicting Lincoln’s new auditorium, il- 
luminated with floodlights. It was our 
most ambitious venture into color use 
on the directory. 

With the delivery of the very first 
books, comments and compliments 
began to be heard. Our Commercial 
people began basking in the praise that 
comes to the author of a “best seller,” 
for this seems to be the most talked of 
book that had ever hit the town. A 
sizeable file of complimentary letters 
also has been assembled. The follow- 
ing excerpts are taken from a few of 
them: 

R. E. Campbell (Miller and Paine) 
wrote: “The cover of the Lincoln di- 
rectory is beautifully done. Whoever 
conceived this colorful idea should take 
a bow. Lincoln is proud of LT&T and 
the fine public spirit of its officers and 
staff. We are grateful for the excellent 
service.” 

Don Jewell, business manager for the 
Auditorium, naturally liked the cover. 
He wrote: “It is a rare privilege for a 
public building such as ours to be fea- 
tured on the cover of a directory with 
a distribution such as yours. It is an 
even greater honor when the presenta- 
tion is handled with the artwork and 
color used... .” 

Archie J. Baley, general manager, 
Lincoln Chamber of Commerce, had 


this to say: “No doubt you are receiv- 
ing many good comments about the 
extremely attractive covers of the new 
telephone book. It is a pleasant con- 
trast to the utility covers of the past, 
and a marvelous display for Lincoln’s 
new Auditorium.” 


Philip S. Hardy, Auditorium Advisory 
Committee, wrote: “On behalf of the 
Auditorium Advisory Committee and as 
an interested private citizen, I wish to 
thank you and congratulate you on the 
use of the color rendition of the Audi- 
torium for your directory cover. I know 
you get a great satisfaction from the 
beauty of the presentation and that you 


must have a feeling of great civic pride 
in... making such a fine gesture to the 
advantage of our community.” 


John E. Curtiss, of Consumers Public 
Power, writes: “... In addition to the 


cover, the whole directory and its com- 
position are most outstanding. My con- 
gratulations for a fine piece of work.” 


Leo Soukup, former Lincoln business- 
man now residing in Ca#ifornia, re- 
ceived a copy of the directory and was 
prompted to write: “I have seen a lot 
of telephone books in my time but none 
like this one. This is a credit to your 
company and compliments the City of 
Lincoln very highly. I am showing this 
book off out here to my friends and tell- 
ing them this is the kind of book the 
telephone company publishes in the 
town I came from.” 


Words 


Mest telephone employees have read 
that the word “telephone” comes 
from two Greek words, “tele” meaning 
“far” and “phone” meaning “sound.” 


Other words are interesting in their 
origin, too, and for no reason at all you 
might enjoy looking them up in the 
dictionary. Here are a few more origins 
of words common in our business. 


Cable—from the Latin “Capulum,” 
meaning rope. 

Wire-—from the Old English “wir.” 

Insulator—from the Latin “insula,” 
an island. Here the name is based on 
the meaning of a thing “surrounded 
by” something else. 

Dial—from the Latin “dialis,” mean- 
ing daily. It was applied to the face of 
a timepiece, and the resemblance to this 
object probably led to its use in tele- 
phony. 

Copper—from the Old English “cop- 
per,” which was from the Latin 
“cuprum,” which was from the Greek 
‘‘kyprios” or the island now called Cy- 
prus where the metal was popular in 
ancient times. 
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Transfers - Promotions 


C. P. Arnold 
Service Engineer 


Lincoln 


Commercial 


Charles Arnold, commercial representative 
to service engineer, Lincoln. 
Judith Gilmore, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 


Lois McCord, operator, Traffic, to clerk, 
Fairbury. 
Patsy Sherman, operator, Traffic, to PBX 
operator, Lincoln. 
Linda Sipes, teller to service representative, 
Lincoln. 
Plant 


Walter Clymer, groundman to lineman, 
Construction, York. 

Donald Cotton, splicer’s helper, Construc- 
tion, to switchman, Lincoln. 

Darryl Hunt, driver-lineman, Construction, 
to combinationman, York. 

Ilene Kassebaum, operator, Traffic, to 
clerk-typist, Lincoln. 

Donald Lutz, groundman to lineman, Con- 
struction, Nebraska City. 

LaVerne Pohlenz, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Lincoln. 

Traffic 


Frances Duryea, contract chief operator, 
Dawson, to operator, Lincoln. 


Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Findley announce the 
birth of a son, John Robert, on December 26. 
John is employed in the wire chief's depart- 
ment, Lincoln. 

LaVerne and Arlene Thomas are happy to 
announce the arrival of Linda Kay on De- 
cember 14. Arlene is on leave from Lincoln 


Traffic. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


Following is the total amount of claims 
paid by the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during December 1957: 
Primary Members ....25 Claims....$2,080.83 
Dependents ..........-- 17 Claims.... 1,650.80 


TOPE sowverctssncestendecieedesastadancets $3,731.63 


Headlines 


The Nativity scene at the country 
home of Mr. and Mrs. George Sughrue 
was adjudged the winner of the Christ- 
mas home decorating contest at York. 
The scene was created by their daugh- 
ter, Kathleen, of the York commercial 
department. 


Engineering Honors for Three 


From left: Curtis B. Sieck, Kenneth E. Versaw and Charles E. Connors 


Compliments are in order for Charles 
Connors, Kenneth Versaw and Curtis 
Sieck, all of the engineering depart- 
ment. By virtue of successfully passing 
the examination before the State Board 
of Examiners of Professional Engineers, 
the three were awarded certificates at- 
testing the fact that they are now “reg- 
istered professional engineers.” 

This doubles the number in the de- 
partment who possess the coveted cer- 
tificate, and the chief engineer is happy 
at this turn of events. Those for- 
merly registered are Paul H. Henson, 
Roger K. Ghormley and A. O. Andrews. 
The program is enthusiastically en- 
dorsed and encouraged by the company 
and is recognized as a significant honor 
to those who emerge from the test with 
passing grades. 


The term “professional engineer’ 
carries a requirement for knowledge of 
the field, gained both by formal edu- 
cation and by experience. The regis- 
tered engineer is entitled to ply his 
trade, including consultation, investi- 
gation, evaluation, planning, design, etc., 
in connection with the construction of 
any utility, structure, machine, equip- 
ment, etc. wherein public welfare, health 
and safety are concerned. Nearly all 
engineering work falls into this cate- 
gory, making registration highly desir- 
able to all who follow the profession. 

The examination was a stiff one and 
the three aspirants were “boning up” 
for months before the big event. It 
scarcely need be said that they are of 
one accord in their relief, now that the 
studying and anxiety are over. 


Myself 


My head is kind of hard and round; 
my brains are in it and my hair is on 
it. My face is at the front of it, where 
I eat and wash. My neck is what keeps 
my head away from my shoulders which 
are sort of shelves where you hook 
suspenders on them. 

My stomach is something that if you 
don’t eat often enough it hurts. My 
spine is a long bone in back that keeps 
me from folding up. My back is always 
behind me no matter which way I am 
going. My arms I got to have to pitch 
with and so I can reach the butter. My 
fingers stick out of my hands so I can 
throw a curve and add up arithmetic. 
My legs are what I got to have two of 
or I couldn’t get nowhere. My feet are 
what I run on. My toes are what al- 
ways get stubbed. That’s all there is 
to me except what’s inside and I never 
saw that. 


Smart Machine 


A lady placing a call to a business 
house was answered by an electronic 
secretary, informing her that no one 
was in the office then, but that she 
might leave a message which would be 
recorded. 


Never having encountered such a 


gadget, the lady hung up to work out 
her message. 


When she called a second time, how- 
ever, the manager had returned to the 
office. She discussed her business with 
him and later called a friend at the 
telephone company to find out what 
sort of machine this was. 


“It’s one of those answering devices,” 
the friend told her. “Why?” 

“Well, it’s certainly a wonderful ma- 
chine,” the young lady replied. “The 
second time I called it, it answered 
every question I asked it!” 
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New Employees 


Accounting 

Twila Wert ......... Mach. Opr. .....--... 12- 9 
Commercial 

Glenda Perrine ...... Clerk, Lincoln -..... 12-16 
Personnel 

Marieta Songster ..Receptionist (P. T.) 12- 2 

Plant 
a ae ce So | ae Grdmn., Hebron ..11-25 


Gerald D. Cover ...Janitor, Hastings ..12- 9 
Dale E. Hedrick ...Lineman, Lincoln ..12-16 
Earl F. Komma ...... Grdmn., Nebr. City 12- 9 
J. L. Menard .......: Garage Serviceman 

(P. T.), Supply ...... 12- 9 
LeRoy A. Minzel .Grdmn., Lincoln ..12- 9 
Charles E. Olson ...Grdmn., Lincoln ..12-10 


Traffic 


Sherry Nannen ...... Opr., Syracuse ...... le-3 
Loretta Neville -..... Opr.,, York scsi 12- 2 
Dorothy Oliver* ....Opr., Hastings ...... 12- 2 
“ Re-employed. 


George Bramble Dies 


George H. Bramble, custodian at the 
Hastings exchange building, died unex- 
pectedly December 6 at Mary Lanning 
Memorial Hospital. He had been ill for 
only a short time. 


Mr. Bramble was a native of Has- 
tings. He was 63 years of age and had 
been employed with LT&T since 1956. 
He is survived by his wife, a son and 
a daughter. 


HAPPINESS AHEAD 


Kay Pfeiffer became Mrs. Robert Bayless 
on December 19 in a ceremony pe-formed 


at the First Presbyterian Church in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. 


Leona Armstrong, Lincoln Traffic, became 
the bride of Stephen Kocsis in a ceremony 
performed December 28 at the Lincoln A/F 
Base Chapel. Shirley Wilson, also from 
Traffic, was an attendant. 


Barbara Walsh, York Traffic, became Mrs. 
Richard Battrealle at the York Catholic 
Church on December 28. 


Sally Grobowski, Accounting, seems to be wav- 
ing farewell to her bowling ball as it begins its 
hopeful journey toward the pins. Sally currently 
carries a 108 average in the ladies’ league at 
Lincoln. 
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A. M. Geist 
Lincoln 
35 Years 


M. A. Birdsley 
Auburn 
30 Years 


Marie Pearson 
Hastings 
30 Years 


John Spady 
Hastings 
30 Years 


Cecile Morehead 
Tecumseh 
20 Years 
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Hazel Neman 


ad . 
Service Lincoln 
e e 
Anniversaries 
A? YEARS C. A. Burge, Beatrice. 
Ai YEARS A. E. Lamberson, Lincoln. 
35 YEARS A. M. Geist, Lincoln. 
34 YEARS Edith Seward, Hastings. 
32 YEARS A. B. Waters, Lincoln. 
31 YEARS G. D. Brock, Lincoln; J. H. Man- 
kamyer, Sutton; Hattie Staley, Lincoln. 
30 YEARS Lillian Baker, Lincoln; M. A. Marcella Will 
Birdsley, Auburn; Marie Pearson, John hein 


Spady, Hastings. 

29 YEARS Kathryn Portsche, R. T. Ross, Lin- 
coln. 

28 YEARS C. E. Lawson, J. S. Reed, Lincoln. 
26 YEARS Inez Olsen, Wahoo; Gladys Stiers, 
Geneva. 

24 YEARS Pearl Barnhouse, Mary Borne- 
meier, Lincoln. sineeiiainaieiis 
23 YEARS Arthur Balderson, Lincoln. : - | 
20 YEARS Cecile Morehead, Tecumseh. — 
18 YEARS LaVerne Braun, Lincoln; Mildred 
Brobst, Benedict; Elizabeth Nichols, Platts- 
mouth. 

15 YEARS Hazel Neman, Lincoln; 
Will, Beatrice. 

14 YEARS Ruth Compton, Hastings; Belle 
Howery, Lincoln; Margaret Sanburg, Shick- 
ley. 

13 YEARS Henrietta Menninga, Beatrice; A. 
D. Miller, Lincoln. 

12 YEARS Helen Kreiger, Lincoln. 

11 YEARS H. E. Butler, C. H. Eitzmann, 
Arleen Swanson, E. R. Travis, Lincoln; Fern 
Jacobs, Crete. 

10 YEARS M. J. Danaher, Fairbury; Edna 
Mahloch, Beatrice; C. W. Semple, Lincoln: 
Esther Wittenberger, Alexandria. 

9 YEARS Doris Hardt, W. F. Hendrix, R. W. 
Lane, Jr., Lincoln; Barbara McCord, D. E. 
Webb, Hastings; L. L. Rezny, Beatrice. 

7 YEARS Irma Arnold, Myrtle Janssen, Be- 
atrice; C. W. Broer, J. J. Caldwell, J. W. 
Cruickshank, Lincoln; Grace Heigl, Platts- 
mouth; Irene Mailand, Seward; Arlene Reetz, 
York. 

6 YEARS C. A. Bender, Betty Biggs, O. D. 


M. J. Danaher 
Fairbury 


Marcella 10 Years 


I 


Edna Mahloch 
Beatrice 
10 Years 


Spencer, Lincoln; Adele Ganzel, Gladys 
Parker, Nebraska City; M. F. Svoboda, 
Seward. 


5 YEARS Tillie Boyd, Norma Somerheiser, 


Lincoln; Helen Rothfuss, Hastings. 6: 
: Esther Wittenberger 
Alexandria 
10 Years 


AEE TE TANT 


1. “Elementary, my dear—!” 


3. Trouble on your line? 


7. Yes, they’re sisters. 


7 hs 


eee’ wr ~~ aes 


11. When white was black. 


Down Memory Lane 


We've been fooling all the people some of the time in the monthly page of 
young Pioneers. This month we divulge, as our clue, that a dozen of those 
shown are still active employees; two are retired. 
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4. Talk business, man. 


8. Can’t see him for trees. 9. As manager at Fairfield. 


13. Off to war—1917. 


12. Ceresco calling. 
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2. Trained at Fairbury. 


6. The way to a heart. 


10. Named for “‘The Great” 


14. Service—with a smile. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


David City Area 


by Vivian Dee 


Our Christmas party was held Sunday, De- 
cember 22, in the office building with thirty- 
three present. Our attendance was cut some- 
what due to the old flu bug and others hav- 
ing made other plans. A buffet supper of 
turkey, ham and all the trimmings was served. 
After the party some bowled while others 
just sat and were miserable from overeating. 
A big thanks to those who made the party 
one to remember. 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen & Norma Jean Dettmer 


Approximately sixty-two Nebraska City em- 
ployees and guests attended the Christmas 
dinner held at the Legion Club, December 19. 
An exchange of gifts was held and the eve- 
ning was spent playing bingo and dancing. 
_. . Albert Letellier said, “From out at the 
test board the Christmas tree looked like the 
Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia.” Thanks, 
Al, and by the way, Al's birthday happened 
to be Christmas Day... . Raymond Kinnison 
and family spent Christmas in Arkansas. see 
We understand George Kane 1S becoming 
quite a cook, We just hope he doesn t forget 
that oven again. ... We want to say hi to 
Mary Lou Woods, who is back with the plug 
pushing gang.” _ Those who took it easy 
at home on their vacations aes ema aie 
Veltha Poggemeyer and A. M. oS 
Our sonar etations go to Lois Seybert on a 
promotion to Service Assistant. . - ‘ hie 
Schmidt is the proud owner of a rose co be 
‘57 Chev. .. . Snooks Steckly drove her pin 
‘58 Buick to Cedar Rapids, Iowa. . - - All em- 
ployees, husbands and wives at Syracuse ae 
joyed the Christmas dinner and party. e 
center of attraction was a beautifully : — 
orated cake, centered with a replica of a tele- 
Phone. After the bountiful dinner the eve- 


ning was spent playing bingo. 


Plattsmouth Area 


by Thelma Tritsch 


Mary Meyer recently moved from vee ane 
Water to Manley, but is still peace 
traffic department... - The Union m 


Widespread use of the Sal 
has protected millions of Americans 
But the polio fight is far f 
remain lacking in this protection, 
many of whom—children in par 
fulness and productivity. With v 


abandon the wounded. Survival is not enough! 


went to Nebraska City for dinner December 
14 and returned to Weeping Water where 
they spent the evening playing cards at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Hermance.... 
Bob Humiston and family spent a few days 
in Republic, Kansas, visiting relatives and 
friends. . . . Liz Nichols and family spent a 
weekend in Ottumwa, Iowa, having an early 
Christmas gathering with the grandchildren. 

. Thelma Tritsch spent the last week of 
her vacation at home baking, shopping and 
doing the usual routines before the Christmas 
holidays. It was quite a lark to have so much 
time to do it. . .. Helen Ofe is really beaming 
these days. Her granddaughter, age one, flew 
up from Miami with her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ron Ofe, to spend the holidays. . . 
E. A. Ernst was wearing a smile, too, as his 
daughter and her husband arrived from 
Denver to be with the family for Christmas 
dinner. 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 


The last round-up of vacations came to an 
end. Delores Pankoke of Traffic spent her 
vacation at home. Manager Gray and wife 
spent their vacation visiting relatives in Los 
Angeles and their son Don and wife at 
Pomona, California. Don is employed there 
with the Convair Missile Plant. ... The Plant 
men and their wives and the Commercial 
folks held their Christmas party on December 
11 at the Boy Scout Building. Turkey with 
all the trimmings prepared by Lola Langner 
of Commercial was served. Bunco was the 
diversion of the evening. Prizes were won 
by Mrs. Mike Svoboda and Helen Norwood. 
The Traffic girls held their Christmas party 
on December 15 at Dales Steak House. The 
remainder of the evening was spent at Laura 


Douty’s. 
Wahoo Area 
by Mary Beaty 


Vacationers this month were Leona Benal, 
who just loafed around home; Mae Meduna, 
who did some house cleaning; and Ethel 
Daharsh, who spent a weekend in Minnesota. 
_, .Ed Dorland and family visited in Hum- 
boldt and Kansas City. ... Bill Behrns and 
Ed Piper spent their time at home... . The 
annual Christmas party was held December 
19 at the Veteran’s Memorial Building. About 
50 employees joined in the festivities. Out-of- 


k vaccine, made possible by March of Dimes funds, already 
against the appalling paralysis of polio. 


rom finished. Not only do large segments of the public 
but there are still 300,000 victims of past polio attacks, 
ticular—can be restored by modern science to lives of use- 
ictory in sight, we cannot walk off the battlefield and 


That is why the News urges its readers to join the March of Dimes and support its 


worthy aims with their hearts and their gifts. 
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town guests were Roma Schere of Cedar 
Bluffs, Howard Spahnle, George Keith, and 
Max Walker of Lincoln, and the Automatic 
installation crew who are installing the equip- 
ment at the new office. In the evening the 
Traffic girls returned to play cards and ex- 
change gifts. Prizes were won by Anita 
Sherrets, Jennie Stoltenberg, Rose Marie Me- 
duna and yours truly. That’s all from 
the Eastern District this month, except to 
wish all a very Happy and Prosperous New 
Year. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 


The Auburn Area employees and their 
families enjoyed a Christmas party at the new 
Legion Hall which was appropriately dec- 
erated, including a large Christmas tree. En- 
tertainment included a group from the high 
school band playing Christmas carols; also a 
pantomime, “I’m going to wrestle Santa 
Claus” by Marilyn Penneywell and June 
Taylor; and a short skit by Elva Remmers, 
Phyllis Shanks, Orva Jean Gobber, Betty 
Whitlow and Geraldine Meyer. Various games 
were played, after which Santa Claus arrived 
and distributed gifts to everyone. Delicious 
refreshments of chicken sandwiches, potato 
salad and coffee were served. Committee 
chairmen responsible for the party were 
Dorothy Biggerstaff, Myron Birdsley, Vivian 
Kinghorn, Doris Peterson and Oakel Butler. 

. . On the 17th the traffic and commercial 
girls met for their annual gift exchange in 
the lounge room. Later cake, jello and coffee 
were served. .. . Recent visitors in the office 
were Myra Metealf and Irene Combs, travel- 
ing instructors, and Hope Adams, former 


chief operator at Peru. ... Proudly wearing 
bright new diamonds are Phyllis Shanks and 
Marilyn Penneywell of Traffic. . . . Leta 


Holsher enjoyed a three-week vacation visit- 
ing her sisters during November despite the 
snow storm in this locality, and also at 
Memphis, Nebraska where she was stranded 
for a few days. ... We extend sympathy to 
Amel McVay whose father passed away De- 
cember 13. 


Beatrice Area 


by Irma Arnold and Veronica Siske 


With all vacations well taken care of every- 
one was busy doing all the things that go with 
the Christmas ‘‘rush.”’ . The big affair of 
the month was our Christmas party given 
for the employees of the traffic department; 
the business office girls; Mary Goracke, dis- 
trict secretary; Veronica Siske, plant secre- 
tary; Irene Ray, whom we affectionately call 
“Snack Bar Susie;’”? and of course our chief 
operator, Lela Watson, without whom it would 
not have been a party. The many lovely 
wrapped gifts which were under the tree 
were distributed, and a delicious meal was 
served on beautifully decorated tables. a 
Rethal Falk entertained at a Christmas Coffee 
in her home. Marilyn Vonderhaar was 
in Minden December 8 to see the Pageant... . 
Christmas is always the time when families 
enjoy getting together. Lela Watson was at 
the home of her mother in Waco together 
with several other members of the family. 

Evelyn Menke spent Christmas at the 
home of an aunt and uncle in DeWitt. , 
Henrietta and Anna Menninga drove to Ster- 
ling where their parents entertained with 
a family dinner, which included a sister and 
family from Cortland and a brother and 
family from Crab Orchard. Margaret 
Robbins had as guest her brother and wife 


from Pensacola, Florida. ... Rethal Falk had 
a family dinner which was attended by her 
son and daughter and their families of Lin- 
coln. . . . Marilyn Vonderhaar’s parents had 
as guests Marilyn’s sister and husband of Lin- 
coln and her grandparents from Hebron.... 
Christmas is the ideal time for surprises and 
Mable Wieting was very happily surprised 
when her daughter and family arrived to 
spend Christmas with her. Dorothy 
Trauernicht and family spent the holiday 
with relatives in Wymore. ... Marcella Will 
and family were also in Wymore at the home 
of her brother. .. . On Christmas Eve Myrtle 
Janssen attended a family dinner at the home 
of her parents in Fairbury. ... Irma Arnold 
enjoyed a very pleasant Christmas Eve at 
home with all members of the family present. 
. Plant, Commercial and District Office 
personnel enjoyed an evening of eating and 
entertainment in the recreation room in the 
telephone building when they had their Christ- 
mas party. The menu consisted of turkey 
complete with all the trimmings. Yvonne Von 
Steen did a pantomime of a girl getting ready 
for her first date, which was enjoyed im- 
mensely. Al Ashworth also entertained with 
his magic tricks, and the climax of the eve- 
ning was a game of “Treasure Chest.” Frank 
Fisher was Master of Ceremonies, ably assisted 
by the Pirate Girl who delivered the prizes. 
Dick Fischer won a treasure chest of money 
(play money, that is) and Beverly Rotzin won 
a head of cabbage. In addition to these, many 
nice prizes were awarded to various people. 
Santa Claus made an appearance to distribute 
gifts and was assisted by the Pirate Girl. 
It was nice to see Ben Ford and Charles 
Dickenman among the guests. Oh, we wish 
to introduce our cute, loving Pirate Girl— 
Leon Rezny. Members of the committee in 
charge of the party were L. Eitel, chairman, 
Frank Fisher, Loal Genrich and Al Parde. 


Crete Area 


by Loretta MclIlInay 


The annual Operators’ Christmas party was 
held on December 17 in the lounge. A de- 
licious dinner, prepared by the girls, was 
served at 7 o’clock followed by a gift ex- 
change. The rest of the evening was spent 
Playing cards and dancing. Stub Roland was 
the only lucky one to be caught under the 
mistletoe. We all think it was deliberate and 
not accidental. . . . Exciting and hectic days 
at this reporter’s hous2: Daughter Marilyn 
was married to Donald Kuncl on December 
29. Perhaps now the days will return to 
normal again. ... Mr. and Mrs. Ted Husing 
of Tecumseh visited at Crete and at Wilber. 
Nice to see old friends. . Mr. and Mrs 
Lumir Vosika of Lincoln called at the Wilber 
office to renew old acquaintances. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois McCord 


Carol Hiner is impatiently waiting for the 
weekend when her “Vic” arrives from Camp 
Chaffee, Arkansas for a ten-day leave. . ; 
Jack Ruble, Mike Danaher and Tom Long- 
don, with their wives and families, enjoyed 
the American Legion Christmas party. . . 
The plant department had their Christmas 
party at the Fairbury Country Club. ... Tiny 
Hanau made a flying trip to Rock Island, 
Illinois, to visit his father over the weekend. 
; Beryl Leslie spent the weekend with 
relatives in Broomfield, Colorado. ... Viola 
Hutchinson enjoyed some late vacation time 
at home. Virginia Otto is sporting a 
pretty diamond ring. . Loretta Vollstedt, 
Mary Jackson and Annabelle Stocker were 
recent visitors in Wichita, Kansas. 


Pawnee City Area 
by Avis Collar 


Everyone has been in such a rush over 
the holidays we haven't accumulated any 
news but it sounds like an enjoyable Christ- 
mas was had by all. ... A delicious baked 
ham supper and all the trimmings was en- 
joyed by the employees and their families 
on December 13th. A grab-bag and a few 


The First 200 

Folks of the personnel denartment have been 
hoping for a 200 game among the Iady bowlers, 
just so they could set it un as a high mark on the 
weekly sports bulletin published by the department. 
Some of the gals came mighty close, but none 
quite made the grade. So it may have been frus- 
tration that caused Joan Moorberg, p2rsonnel sec- 
retary, to roll the first one of the season on the 
night of December 6. She was content to make 
it 200-even; not a nin more or less. It was the 
first of her bowling career. A nice series, totaling 
482, accompanied the big game. 


games of bingo furnished the evening’s en- 
tertainment. 


Tecumseh Area 


by Henri Goracke 


The annual Christmas party had a large 
attendance total of 54 employees and their 
families. A delicious ham dinner was served, 
followed by movies of the bull fights in 
France and some scenes around Nebraska 
City. There was also a grab bag and the 
remainder of the evening was spent playing 
progressive pitch and pinochle. Prizes for 
high and low games were awarded in each 
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Newly arrived at the Lincoln switchboard is 
Frances |. Duryea, who was chief operator at 
Dawson before the conversion of that exchange 
to dial. Here she bids adieu to the Dawson 
switchboard. 
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game. ...A gift exchange was held among 
the girls in the traffic and commercial offices. 
Lunch was served, prepared by the girls. 
Everyone received a lovely gift, and the eve- 
ning was enjoyed by all. . . . Clara Costello 
ran into a bit of trouble while in Beatrice 
recently. She stopped in one of the banks 
to transact some business, but having no way 
to identify herself, she suggested that the 
bank employee call Mr. Burge for identifi- 
cation; however, Mr. Burge was not in so 
Mary Goracke was asked to describe Clara 
and she must have done a pretty thorough job 
of it because Clara had no more trouble 
completing her banking business. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 


Vacationers the past few weeks were Emma 
Ebbeka, Betty Moul and Gladys Stiers from 
the traffic department; Bill Minich, Reno 
Weis and John Scheierman from Plant... . 
Gladys Hennessey and family spent the holi- 
days in Arizona and California. ... Employees 
from the Geneva Area enjoyed a turkey 
dinner and gift exchange at the VFW Hall 
the evening of December 12. The Traffic and 
Commercial girls had their Christmas party on 
December 16. .. Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. 
Crew are at McAllen, Texas, and from all 
reports are enjoying themselves. We missed 
them at our Christmas party, but are happy 
to hear they are having such a good time in 
Texas. .. . We wish to extend our ‘‘thanks”’ 
to all the nice people who remembered us 
at Christmas time with cards and candy. 


Hastings Area 
by Marilyn Buttell 


Judi Hempey spent her vacation visiting 
her brother and family in sunny California. 

_, Pat Sperry reports that she enjoyed her 
vacation at home. .. . Minnie Schlitt flew to 
Los Angeles, where she visited her brother 
and family. On the return flight, her plane 
was grounded in Las Vegas when one of its 
engines caught fire. After some delay, they 
were able to resume their journey home... . 
Diane Witt is proudly wearing a new diamond 
ring. _ Aletha Bennett, service assistant, 
was verifying a number at the information 
desk, and after checking the information 
book, turned to what she thought was the 
city directory. A few seconds later she dis- 
covered she was looking in Webster’s dic- 
tionary. ... We extend our deepest sympathy 
to Barbara Ruby, whose father passed away 


November 26. 


Hebron Area 


by Ramona Kenning 


“On December 3 the Hebron Area employees 
enjoyed their Christmas party which was held 
in the American Legion club rooms. A turkey 
dinner was served on gaily decorated tables. 
Card playing, bingo, and dancing followed 
the dinner. Guests from Lincoln were Myra 
Metcalf and Gust Foster... . Area Manager 
E. H. Wellman and Mrs. Wellman spent the 
last week of his vacation in Kansas City and 
Hebron. ... The advanced Commercial group 
from the Hebron high school were visitors of 
the office this month. H. G. Taedter of the 
plant department explained and answered 
questions for them... . John Summers, con- 
struction foreman, and family vacationed dur- 
ing the holidays with parents in Arkansas.... 
Ramona Kenning, cashier, and husband Lor- 
ence enjoyed an evening dinner honoring her 
parents’ silver anniversary December 7. Gifts, 
food and relatives were plentiful in their home 
that evening... . Norma Maschmann, Trattic, 
received word that her son has been granted 
a leave from the service, and will be home 
for Christmas. What a nice Christmas present. 
... Mr. and Mrs. H. G. Taedter returned from 
a trip to California and Mexico, and from all 
reports they had a very fine trip. ... From 


the merchants and many individuals came 
fruit, candy and pencils, together with many 
cards and good wishes for the holidays. 


Stromsburg Area 
by Betty Beebe 


The last of our vacationers of 1957 was 
Ralph Wait, who spent his time hunting.... 
Fred Rowlison, combinationman at Osceola, is 
now living in style, having recently moved 
into his new trailer home. . . . The Osceola 
commercial office has taken on a new look 
following a redecorating job. ... We are glad 
to hear that Donald Barry, son of Bill Barry, 
combinationman, made a speedy recovery 
from his recent operation. 


Superior Area 


by Carol Cross 


On December 18 a Christmas Party was 
held at the Union Hotel coffee shop. The 
dinner, gift exchange and games were en- 
joyed by all. . Late vacationers were 
Jolene Allington and Wanda Thompson. Wanda 
and husband spent a few days coyote hunt- 
ing, and returned with three coyotes. si. e 
James Bauer, plant, has returned to work fol- 
lowing an accident in which his shoulder was 
injured. ... Mr. and Mrs. Frank Kubat en- 
tertained two employee groups at lunch in 
their home. On December 14 Bert Kline and 
the plant boys were guests and on December 
17 and 18 the Commercial girls were guests. 
These luncheons have been enjoyed by all.... 
The Traffic and Commercial girls have been 
enjoying boxes of candy which were Christ- 
mas gifts from customers who appreciated the 
fine service they have received. Calorie cut- 
ting came after the 25th. 


Sutton Area 
by Catherine Cassell 


The Sutton Area Christmas party was held 
December 16. The employees and their fam- 
ilies enjoyed a turkey dinner with all the 
trimmings. Mr. and Mrs. Fred Adkins of 
Hastings were guests. The evening was spent 


playing bingo and visiting. ... Kay Mank- 
amyer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Mank- 
amyer, was home for the holidays from Colo- 
rado State Teachers College at Greeley... 
Out-of-towners in the Sutton office during De- 
cember were Area Manager J. D. Adamson 
and Lowell Garrett of Geneva. 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


As Christmas drew near we found em- 
ployees making plans for the holidays—Chief 
Operator Mrs. Pflughaupt to be at home with 
her family; June Moore, Commercial, to spend 
the day with her folks; Kathy Sughrue. Com- 
mercial, to stay home for the day; and “yours 
truly’’ to go to Central City to enjoy Christ- 
mas at home. Boyd Imler, wire chief, travelled 
to Hastings to visit relatives, and Area Man- 
ager Nelson had his family at home for the 
holiday. . . . Genevieve Graff was the only 
Traffic employee on vacation in December, 
and she stayed home to prepare for the holi- 
days. .. . Margaret Steffens was hospitalized 
December 13 for an appendicitis operation, 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Carol Carlson, Associate Editor 


After a very Merry Christmas and a most 
Happy New Year, Revenue Accounting folks 
have settled back into the usual routine. A 
lot of folks were “living it up”’ at the Christ- 
mas Party at East Hills. To mention a few: 
Eleanor and Sally Grabowski, Pearl Lawson, 
Belva Gleason, LaVaughn Reddish, Bonnie 
Barr, Janice Wall, and Chris Miller ... The 
highlight of Opal Allison’s Christmas was the 
fact that her brothers and sisters all got to- 
gether for the first time in 13 years. There 
were eleven of them... . Elaine Soukup spent 
her one week of vacation at home... . Cleo 
Hartman, who is building herself quite a 
reputation with the large dinner parties she 


has, did it again. Cleo had 15 for a pre- 


Christmas dinner. ... The proudest of all is 
Lily Malacek who boasts a new grandson 
named Michael. ... Jolene Cole had an en- 


joyable visit with her cousin, who was on 
leave from the service. ... Margot Lucs is 
proudly wearing her five-year pin on her 
lapel, ... Clara Jones had a most enjoyable 
Christmas due to the fact that her Mother 
came home from the hospital and is doing 
very well, which we are all glad to hear.... 
The department misses Anna Avery since she 
returned to her home town of New Orleans, 
La. ... Mickey Ward probably has the sad- 
dest tale of all. M:ickey’s brother bought her 
a Christmas present, wrapped it and put it 
under the tree along with the other gifts. 
Shortly before Christmas, Mickey decided to 
shake the box to see if she could figure out 
what it contained (which is a very sneaky 
thing to do). But, alas, the box wasn’t under 
the tree. After a very thorough search of the 
house, it was decided that the gift had been 
sent by mistake to Mickey’s sister in Cali- 
fornia, but come to find out it hadn’t. The 
missing package is still to turn up and if 
losing a Christmas present before it is even 
opened isn’t a tale of woe, we’ve never heard 
one, ... This reporter heard that Don Nelson 
was invited to three Christmas dinners, but he 
says he didn’t go to any. But if we could 
get him to step on a scale we would know. 


Would anyone be willing to supply some 
information on Bob Ross? Yours truly has 
tried to get any kind of information out of 
him for the paper, but he is either shy or he 
just plain doesn’t ever do anything, (which we 
can’t believe). Anyone knowing of any news- 
worthy items on Mr. Ross, please bring it 
forth to this reporter. Thank you. ... New 
Year’s Eve was celebrated with all sorts of 
parties. Ramona Johnson went to East Hills, 
Louise Jenkins traveled to Omaha, and Bonnie 
Barr went to the N.C.O. Club at the Air Base, 
just to mention a few. . Norma Somer- 
heiser came back to work after the holidays 
with a beauty of a black eye. Norma claims 
she walked into a board. Well, if you Say so, 
Norma. 


yay 
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the final moments. 


Dial telephones began to turn at 
Pleasant Dale on December 3, shortly 
after 10 a.m., as the $25,000 exchange 
improvement project terminated with 
the cutover. Mayor Leland B. Austin 
placed the first call over the new sys- 
tem to K. L. Lawson, general commer- 
cial superintendent at Lincoln. 


The clock on the wall gives the Pleasant Dale switchboard only 20 
minutes more of life as the camera records Olive 
Irene Combs, traveling instructor, and Florence Lebsock, helper, attending 


The Dial Comes To Pleasant Dale 


Renton 


Leland Austin, center, mayor of Pleasant Dale, dialed the first call 
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Goins, chief operator, through the switching equipment. He is flanked by Asa B. Waters, dis- 


right. 


The new system includes provision 
for full selective ringing on rural lines, 
where subscribers will hear only their 
own rings and not those for other parties 
on the line as heretofore. The dial 
switching equipment was installed in a 
new building located across the street 
from the former central office. 
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trict commercial manager, left, and Chauncey Eggerss, service engineer, 


Calls to Lincoln and Denton over ex- 
tended area service lines will be timed 
automatically. After five minutes a 
constant tone will be heard to discour- 
age long conversations. 


With this conversion 95% of the com- 
pany’s 125 exchanges are dial operated. 


Accounting 
Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


Christmas vacations struck the office in De- 
cember as the people who managed to wait 
so long lit out for parts far and near. Velda 
Decker made Phoenix; Dewey Nelsen hit 
Florida; Pat Tindall reached Pennsylvania; 
Ruth Strong visited in Sioux City; while 
Wayne Stahly, John Backstrom, Bruce Sievers 
and Irene Stolz stayed within the Lincoln 
area.... The Accounting Christmas breakfast 
at the Kopper Kettle December 18 was a 
successful gathering for Yule fuel....LT&T’s 
Christmas Party December 13 was continued 
at Foght’s by a hardy group of night owls. 
. . . The younger young set had a happy 
Christmas and Betty Sherwood tells of four- 
year-old nephew Brad who received a tent. 
Naturally he had to have it set up in his 
bedroom. And, naturally, he had to sleep in 
it on the bedroom floor all night. After all, 
didn’t it say ‘“‘Brave Eagle’? And, wasn’t that 
him? Who else? ... ‘‘In Pennsylvania there’s 
a Gimbels store,” says Pat Tindall, quietly 
ominous. ‘‘Spent some time there one day,” 
she continues with loaded tones. “Trying to 
get money back on a blouse,” her calm voice 
is deceiving. “Do you know what they do’’? 
She dares you not to answer “What’’? ‘They 
send you upstairs and they give you real 
money for the change part you paid, but if 
you don’t have your receipt you can only get 
‘Gimbels money’ for the dollars. Shrewd, 
huh? Now I ask you what can I do with that 
play money? I said to that woman, I hope 
I’m never—I mean I’ll never be in your store 
again, I’m from out-of-town and this money 
is no good to me. She informed me it was 
good in any Gimbel store in the U.S. So I 
asked when they would build a store in Lin- 
coln. But she wasn’t very helpful. Finally I 
decided I was wearing myself out and not 
getting anywhere. No receipt—no real money. 
So you know what we did?” At this point 
Pat’s eyes light up with what might be called 
happy ingeniousment. “Bob took the play 
money and we went down to the blouse de- 
partment and bought the blouse all over 
again, got a receipt for it, brought it back up- 
stairs to the adjustment desk, and guess what 
—receipt—real money! Clever, huh’? Ah, 
what can those Easterners possibly hope to 
put over on the Mid-Westerner! 
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Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Mrs. Bossung was leaving the house. “I'll 
watch the oven.” consented George Bossung, 
not even looking up from his work of as- 
sembling his son’s new toy gasoline station. 
The toy at last assembled, George was ad- 
miring his work. “Boy, this thing is realistic,” 
he thought, testing the air with his nostrils. 
“I can even smell the smoke.” He placed his 
nose close to the miniature set-up and sniffed 
with disbelief. Four-year-old Bossung Junior 
got interested; sniffing mightily. “It smelis 
like burnt potatoes, Pa,” he finally announced. 
George rushed to the kitchen and flung open 
the oven. Sure enough, it was a mess. “It’s 
O. K.,”’ consoled Mrs. Bossung, when he re- 
ported later, “I put aluminum foil on the 
bottem of the oven.” But George had pulled 
out the foil. “I did,’’ replied George, when 
asked who cleaned up the mess. The next 
day, after Mrs. Bossung had taken back full 
control of the cooking, one of her baked 
spuds exploded at the table, narrowly missing 
George and spattering over walls and ceiling. 
George's first thought: ‘‘She’s still mad.” . 
Ken Versaw is another who has discovered 
how to capitalize on the hazards of household 
duties, “Let me help you with that work,” 
pleaded this sly old fox just before Yuletide. 
“O.K.,” finally consented Mrs. Versaw, point- 
ing to a mop and a bucket of suds. Ken got 


as 


Looking in on the Sutton commercial office, we 
find Lucyle Scheidemann, clerk, at left, and Cath- 
erine Cassell, cashier. 


the mop off the floor all right, but the weight 
of the bucket sprained the ligaments of his 
knee and left the unfortunate limb doubled 
up like an elbow on New Year’s Eve. Ken 
spent the rest of the season on crutches, 
which is a slightly better arrangement than 
George’s dog house. ... Either of the ideas 
is a dilly for proving how useless an engineer 
can be around the house. The accident didn’t 
interfere with attendance at the department’s 
second annual New Year’s Eve breakfast, 
proving that it takes more than a broken leg 
to keep an engineer away. The affair was 
held at a local hotel. The tables were decked 
with appropriate evergreen, delightfully ar- 
ranged by Marie Jackson and Eulah Swartz. 
Ye old associate editor’s family had the plea- 
sure of being guests and singing a few songs. 
The program successfully shut off any shaggy 
Christmas stories that Roger Ghormley might 
have had in mind. Ollie Hoffman stated later 
that if he had known that was the purpose, 
he would have sung. He claims he could have 
stopped Roger for at least three years. ... 
Late report from the hunting season: Gay 
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Members of the engineering department, like 
most other groups, are divided in their apprecia- 
tion of art. At present a storm of controversy 
centers around the above picture which, some 
critics say, does not do full justice to the sub- 
ject. The artist is Les Way, who is trying to make 
his mark in the engineering depaortment—and 
probably did! 
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Henderson fired both barrels at a large covey 
and a bird fluttered to the ground. “I’ve got 
one,’”’ exulted Henderson, rushing ahead and 
rummaging excitedly among the weeds. “Here 
it is,’ he shouted, holding up a dead bird. 
‘“‘Where?’’ demanded Tom Goldenstein, his 
eyes straining to a focus. ‘‘Here,”’ insisted 
Gay, thrusting the object under Tom’s nose. 
“It’s pretty small for a quail,’’ reasoned Tom. 
“Tt’s-one of those new Coturnix, I’ll bet,” re- 
plied Gay, hopefully, as Tom thumbed through 
his ‘Birds Afield.”’ “It’s an English sparrow,” 
finally announced Tom, flatly. 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


We. had a few lucky people who enjoyed 
the last of their vacations over the holidays; 
they were Marlene Holsten, Minden; Linda 
Sipes, Maitland, Mo.; Jody Jones, stayed home 
and Marla Kutz, McCook. Local and 
General Commercial’s breakfast on December 
23 was a big success from all we have heard. 
“Yours Truly” wants to thank her committee, 
Marlene Holsten, Pat Calcaterra, Jean Paul- 
sen, Mary Pohlenz and Sandy Carter for all 
their help. . We gift-wrapped 130 tele- 
phones for Christmas presents. There were a 
lot of beautiful packages and we think we 


are getting pretty good at it so we will pat 


ourselves on the back. . . . Anyone wishing 
information as to where the radar is along 
Cornhusker Highway see Lyle Reighard. He 
has received a warning ticket and knows now 


where to look for them... . Mary Wanek-re-.. 


ceived another call from her husband in 
Germany so she had a Christmas and New 
Year’s gift all in one... . Carolyn Wren spent 
her vacation and some additional time off 
with her husband in Wichita Falis, where he 
is stationed with the Air Force. 


Lincoln Traffic 


Kathleen Carey, Associate Editor 


Holiday festivities are over, New Year's 
resolutions have been made and broken and 
it’s sort of nice to be back in a “rutnik.’’ 
1957 was a banner year ‘‘telephone-wise”’ and 
1958 promises good things to come, too. For 
instance, we rejoice with Lila Egger over 
the purchase of a new home; with Joan 
Bock, Bette Thomas, Shirley Wilson and 
Bernadine Rempe over their sparkling new 
diamonds. Bernadine’s came from far-off 
Germany. ... The service assistants enjoyed 
a Christmas party at Toni and Luigi’s on Dec. 
17... . “The Scatter Pins’ Traffic’s bowling 
team now holds third place in their league 
and have earned the honor of playing in the 
city tournament. ... We offer condolences 
to Genevieve Griffin for the untimely death 
of her brother, Alfred. ... Theresa Peters is 
happy to have her daughter Joyce and hus- 
band home from Germany; however, they 
are having a bit of a problem with the grand- 
children who insist on ‘‘speaking the Dutch.” 
; When Eloise Baldwin invited Dorothe 
Keller and her husband over for a cozy eve- 
ning of chatting and watching TV, it wasn’t 
intended for a slumber party but one by one 
they all dropped off to sleep and the young- 
sters tip-toed about fearing to awaken their 
slumbering parents. It was quite a shock 
when they awoke after midnight and didn’t 
know ‘‘who-done-it” in the movie. 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


by Marcia V. Watson 


News of some late vacationers: Mina 
Jorgensen and husband spent a week in Chi- 
cago. The highlight of the occasion was an 
evening at the Kungsholm Scandinavian 
restaurant. After a smorgasbord dinner they 


viewed the miniature grand opera “Carmen,” 
put on with stringless puppets. ... Kay 
Portsche and husband enjoyed a late vaca- 
tion motoring to southern California through 
Las Vegas where Kay developed a very sore 
arm playing the one-armed bandits. ... Mr. 
and Mrs. M. M. Hale spent Thanksgiving in 
Denver with their son, while during the 
Christmas holiday season both their sons and 
families were with them, . . . President and 
Mrs. T. C. Woods were fortunate in having 
both their son and daughter, and their fam- 
ilies, with them during the holidays. 
Margaret Francis also enjoyed holiday visi- 
tors—her sister Ramona, with her husband 
and four sons. ...On Tuesday before Christ- 
mas, Walter F. Roberts entertained the per- 
sonnel and cafeteria group with one of Mrs. 
Roberts’ delicious cakes and coffee. Serving 
were Joan Moorberg, ably assisted by the 
Co-Op girls, Marieta Songster and Barbara 
Brehm... . Paula Otte had a pleasant family 
reunion in Beatrice at Thanksgiving time. 
... We unite in sympathy for Reah Churchill, 
whose father passed away in late November. 
... Marcia Watson and husband spent Thanks- 
giving in Chicago with their oldest son and 
family. . . Mary Hessler is back after a 
week's bout with the flu... . Thelma Spell- 
man’s back kept her home again during the 
week of New Year's. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


C. B. Meshier luckily found good weather 
all the way on his journey to and from Cali- 
fornia. The gleaming new Buick took the 
southern route, dipping close to the Mexican 
border, outrunning the season’s first big snow 
storm in the southern states. They stayed 
over Christmas with their son and family, 
stationed at Coronado, near San Diego. ... 
Ray Clinton finished his vacation with a 
minimum of care and bother. He stayed home. 


Custodial 


by Paul Radebaugh 


Several employees hurriedly finished up 
their vacations before the end of the year. 
Albert Griffis stayed home getting ready for 
Christmas and building a table for the train 


Climbing high for a breath of fresh mid-winter 


air is E. J. (Red) Hoaglin, left, and Don Cole, 
of the construction department. 


he was giving his grandson. Norris Schmeltzer 
and Art Drake were two who just stayed 
close at home, enjoying the Christmas holi- 
days with their families. Jack Cox and wife 
spent the last week of his vacation in Des 
Moines enjoying Christmas with their daugh- 
ter and family. December 19 was a 
memorable occasion for the night janitors at 
the 14th and M building. Instead of eating 
cold sandwiches as usual, they were treated 
to a hot steak dinner by their co-worker Fred 
Bredow. It was very thoughtful of Fred, and 
we know everyone enjoyed his hospitality. 


Wire Chief's Section 


by Marilyn Jo Osborn 


On December 19 the service department 
girls met at the department’s lounge for their 
Christmas breakfast. Gifts were exchanged 
and everyone reported a wonderful time... . 
Bob Blackford spent his vacation visiting 
friends in Omaha... . Yours truly and hus- 
band spent a week’s vacation over the Christ- 
mas holidays visiting relatives in Detroit. ... 
Cecil Semple spent a week’s vacation moving. 
‘ Others ending up their vacations for 
1957 were Jake Albrandt and John Findley. 


Toll Equipment 
by JoAnn Gloor 


Ardell Robison and wife took a train ride 
to Denver and spent Christmas with his 
daughter. . . . Bill Wolfe spent his vacation 
at home taking care of his new daughter. 


“Retired” Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 


The December 19 Club meeting was well 
attended. M. M. Hale gave a talk explaining 
the background, history and prospects of the 
pension plan. We were pleasantly surprised 
by Marcia Watson’s beautiful Christmas dec- 
orations for the luncheon tables. Also on the 
program was a movie travelogue of the Holy 
Land. ...L. A. Stacy spent the holidays with 
his daughter and family in Oklahoma. : 
Ruth M. Koukal, formerly of Plattsmouth, 
who now resides in Chicago, was visiting 
relatives in Omaha last month. . . . Florence 
McKie had as holiday guests a sister from 
Scottsbluff and a brother from Mason City, 
Iowa. . . . Ethel Prescott spent Christmas 
with her brother in Creston, Iowa. ... Mr. 
and Mrs. Roy Cleveland, seeking winter sun- 
shine, left for a Florida vacation on January 
4. They expect to be away for about two 
months. ...A letter from Mrs. Edna Calvin 
of Denver brings the distressing news of 
the recent death of Mr. Calvin. The couple 
had observed their golden wedding anni- 
versary last September. Mrs. Calvin has been 
invited to become an associate member of 
the Columbine Council of the Pioneer Tele- 
phone Club (Bell) and has formed many new 
friendships. She sent her thanks to the com- 
pany for her new service pin which was sent 
to her last month. 


Supply 
By Sylvia Hoaglin 


Jess Ellis spent the Christmas holiday visit- 
ing his daughter’s family in Anaheim, Cali- 
fornia. It was a thrill for Jess to see his 
ten-year-old granddaughter water ski (and 
the day after Christmas, too!). A day at 
Disneyland and Marine Island was an experi- 
ence he will never forget. Fields of flowers, 
green grasslands, fruit orchards and fields of 
red ripe tomatoes (for sale at 30¢ a basket) 
fascinated Jess. Tia Juana, San Diego and 
Pomona were among the cities toured by the 
Ellis’. On the way to and from California 
they stopped at Albuquerque, New Mexico to 
visit their son. .. . Christmas and New Year's 
in California have become almost a must for 
Ray Sherman who spent the holidays with 
his son. Ray always comes back with many 
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Lending an expert hand at the Pleasant Dale 
conversion were, from left: Richard Bauer, Joe Mil- 
ler, Ronald Martin and Arthur King. They are all 
from Lincoln Plant but work in separate sec- 
tions of the department. 


interesting stories about the Rose Parade and 
the football game. . . . Kent Eno spent Christ- 
mas week visiting his son and grandchildren 
in New Mexico. . . . Milton Royce spent his 
vacation Christmas shopping. After purchas- 
ing all the gifts on his Christmas list, there 
was no money left for a distant vacation 
trip. So just to have the “out-of-town” feel- 
ing, he spent two days in Omaha... . Lester 
Ellis entertained his in-laws, who reside in 
Washington, D.C., during the holidays. . 
Sammy Lawrence spent his vacation working 
around home. ... Axel Berglund decided to 
take a sightseeing trip of some of the big 
cities; St. Louis, St. Joe and Kansas City. ... 
Dick Sorenson, Richard Bouwens and Rex 
King spent Christmas time vacations at home. 
.. . Frank Hendrix now has a son-in-law. He 
gave his daughter Janet away in marriage 
on December 29. Janet is now Mrs. John 
Sharples. . . .The Charles Bouse family had 
previously admired the beauty of our Ne- 
braska National Forest during the summer 
time, and imagined its beauty during the 
winter and hoped sometime to see the snow- 
covered trees. When the first snow of the 
season fell this year, they motored to Halsey 
and really saw the snow-covered evergreens 
in all their beauty observed from the Scott 
Observation Tower. Charles says that even 
the Badlands have a picturesque beauty dur- 
ing the winter compared to the scene in the 
summertime. . . Ruby Trouba and George 
Graf both started the New Year in hospitals. 
Rudy is now recovering from surgery. George 
was hospitalized to ward off pneumonia. . . 
As this news is written, we are happy to 
report that John Eisenbarth has recovered 
sufficiently to leave the hospital and return 
to his home; also, Frank Blockwitz, who was 
confined at Veterans Hospital for several 
weeks, was able to go home on New Year’s 
Day. He hopes that his return to the hos- 
pital on January 3 will be for a check-up 
only. . . . Bill Rosenthal’s memories of a 
happy Thanksgiving holiday became clouded 
with sadness and much concern when on De- 
cember 1 a telephone call informed him that 
his son William, Jr. was in a serious auto- 
mobile accident near DeKalb, Illinois. His son 
resides in Des Plaines, Illinois and is em- 
ployed by Automatic Electric. He and a 
friend from Beaver Crossing were returning 
to Ilinois after spending Thanksgiving in 
LincoIn. The Rosenthals feel that their son 
would have been much more seriously hurt 
had he not been asleep at the time of the 
accident. Two of the occupants in the other 
car involved in the head-on collision were 
killed in the accident. William, Jr. is now 
at the Rosenthal home in Lincoln recovering 
from chest injuries and a severely fractured 
leg. . . . Our condolences are extended to 


Mary Wynn, whose father passed away on 
December 13. 


YOU FELLOWS FROM BIG CITIES OUGHT 

TO KNOW YOU SHOULD GO DOWN TO 

THE CORNER, MAKE AU" TURN , THEN 
, CUT ACROSS THE STREET ! 


Mike Danaher was off to a good start 
when visiting one of his exchanges 
for the first time. He was cailed 
by the town marshal for backing up 
on the main street to get a_ parking 
place. He was told to do it~ like 
they do in large cities - "go down 
to the corner and make a 'U' turn." 
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While working on the roof of a busi- 
ness building, John Findley, Lincoln 
Plant, decided to take the short 
route - the fire escape —- to the 
ground. He had climbed out on the 
ladder tefore he noticed it was of 
the type that swings from a pulley 
and a weight. John went right to 
the ground in one of the fastest 
descents on record. 


C/ 


The entire family of Ted Husing, 
Tecumseh, came down with the mumps 
just as he started his vacation. 
That won him the job of nursemaid 
and cook. Next morning he cooked 
oatmeal, pouring half a package 
into the pan. The resultant mess 
was finally cleaned up at 11] a.m. 
Then he made dinner of steak, 
potatoes and gravy. The gravy he 
cut and served like pieces of nie. 
Mrs. husing got well in a hurry! 
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GOOD CHEESE 


new Beatrice 


One morning a year A, RB. Gorman 
sets his alarm clock for the un- 
earthly hour of 5 a.m. so he can 


pet to the annual Commercial 
Christmas breakfast. He got 
there on time again this year 


but forgot to set his clock back 
and was torn from bed again next 
morning at five. It was too much. 
He barely lasted through the day. 


EXCUSE ME A MINUTE, 
LORD, THERE GOES 
THE TELEPHONE 


the instrument from 
a slingshot. The 


—_— 


4 LETS DONT 
TALK ABOUT 


mem meme mesemenand 


a ia le le et sl 


— 
New bride Marilyn Belt, General 
Commercial, Pensively poured a 


cupful of water, took a small sip, 
threw the water into the waste-—- 
basket and the cup into the’ sink. 
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BE CAREFUL, DON'T SET 
ANYTHING DOWN ON THE 
DOOR KNOBS 


MICE DONT APPRECIATE 


They're having trouble 
snack bar. 


Don Gilmore keeps eating the cheese that is supposed 
to be used for baiting the trap. 


JUST HOLD THE LINE AND 
I'LL GO FIND YOUR BILL 


Betty Thomsen, Lincoln business office, answered the 
telephone on the next desk and, 
her own desk for some information, 


base of the 
wrecked the office when it crashed across the 


agp ce cg a 
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catching a bold mouse in the 
He may die of old age, for 


having to return to 
forgot to remove 
The long cord acted as 
telerhone almost 
room, 


her ear, 
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When Marcia Watson, Cafeteria 

supervisor, returned froma i 

vacation trip, she found her ( 

home in shambles. It took N 

A call came to "Information" from oie ee a 
a lady who had received several \\\\ squirrel had enter- ( 
busy signals while dialing for \ VW) ed through a partly 
"Dial-A-Prayer." She answered her ah J open window and had ) 
own complaint by saying, "Maybe - wrecked the place 
this is 'Do-It-Yourselif' Week." MY} in a wild effort to 
——— RRC ee aS EIR RE escape. He was 
Whey fone, however, when 

5 she arrived. 
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Another area manager who had a 
brush with the Law after moving 
to a new location is Joe Adamson, 
now of Geneva. The embarrassed 
Joe received some pointed advice 
and a little slip of paper froma 
patrolman who declared that in 
Fillmore County people didn't 
cross those cute vellow lines 
that are used as decorations in 
the center of the highway, 


Mr. and Mrs. Gust Foster, Con- 
struction, suddenly awoke to 
the fact that they had invited 
too many people to a holiday 
dinner. Neither their house 
nor table would accommodate 
the expected guests. Gust, 
however, in a flash of genius, 
solved the problem by removing 
the bedroom doors and convert- 
ing them into a banquet table 
in his big enclosed garage. 
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Directors Establish Frank H. Woods Awards 


Frank H. Woods 
1868 — 1952 


The LT&T Board of Directors, at their meeting of Febru- 
ary 4, adopted a resolution authorizing awards to be pre- 
sented to employees of the company for acts of extraordi- 
nary service that are not a part of their assigned duties. 


The awards are established as a memorial to Frank H. 
Woods, founder of our Company and a pioneer builder of 
Independent telephony. Mr. Woods served LT&T as attor- 
ney, president and chairman of the board from the organiza- 
tion of the company in 1903 until his death in 1952. 


There have been many instances of employee deeds so 
inspiring and noteworthy as to deserve recognition more 
tangible and enduring than the spontaneous compliments of 
associates and friends. In the performance of the duties that 
make up their daily jobs, telephone men and women some- 
times find opportunities to render services that extend above 
and beyond those expected or required of them. Emergen- 
cies arise; the elements go on a rampage; fires, explosions, 
disasters occur; and in all these adversities telephone people 
rise to their greatest performances. This type of selfless 
devotion is one of the strongest traditions of the telephone 
industry. 
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Employees of LT&T, eligible to receive the awards, might 
be those who display exceptional courage, resourcefulness 
or responsibility in the performance of services and acts 
that develop from their usual tasks. Sometimes these are 


Four Classes of Employee Awards 


are Adopted as a Memorial to 
Frank H. Woods, LT&T's Founder, 


Former President and Chairman of the Board 


To be conferred for acts 
and deeds ‘above and beyond” 


the requirements of the job. 


done at great personal risk, though this it not a requirement 
for consideration. 


Such acts may involve the protection or restoration of 
telephone service, the saving of life or property, the allevia- 
tion of human suffering, or other outstanding accomplish- 
ments in public service. 


The recommendations will be made for one of four classes 
of Frank H. Woods awards, representing the degrees of 
merit. They are: 

1. The Frank H. Woods Gold Award—accompanied by a cash 

gift of $2,500. 

2. The Frank H. Woods Silver Award—accompanied by a cash 

gift of $1,000. 

3. The Frank H. Woods Bronze Award—accompanied by a 

cash gift of $250. 

4. The Frank H. Woods Certificate of Merit—accompanied by 

a cash gift of $25. 


Each of the awards is also represented by a beautifully 
bound certificate which will recount the events that serve 
as a basis for the presentation. 


A special committee to be appointed by President Thomas 
C. Woods will establish rules of eligibility and for governing 
the administration of the program. This committee will 
designate the recipients and the degree of the award. There 
is no maximum or minimum number of awards that may be 
conferred in any year or period. 
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Sales Leaders Up Their Score’ in 1957 


— — but employee participation does not maintain the pace 


There’s no need trying to burnish the sad fact: Employee 
sales activity for 1957 dropped from its fine level of the year 
before and this decline in contacts and sales was reflected, 
in almost exact proportions, by our failure to reach the goals 
that were set up for the year. 


We have a feeling that the News is partly to blame, for 
employee salesmen and their efforts were not so well cov- 
ered in 1957 as they were during the exciting competition 
of the 4-56 Club of 1956. It’s never too late for good resolu- 
tions, and if we have been remiss in our reporting we 
promise to correct that situation in the future. 


Though it failed to reach the marks for station gain 
registered by the two preceding years, 1957 must still be 
labeled ‘‘a good year.’ Our net station gain was 4290 and 
the net extension gain 1711. It was in the latter category 
employees made their finest efforts late in the year. Though 
we reached only 65% of our goal in extension gain, it is 
heartening to know that the folk of the Western district 
batted more than 80% and that three areas of the district 
actually exceeded 100% of their goal. These areas were 
Sutton, with 128.5%; Hebron with 123.5% and York with 
106.5%. 


A comparison of certain statistics for 1957 and 1956 
mutely tells the story of our failure to reach our goal. 


1956 1957 
Employees Participating in Sales Activities -.....-- 593 345 
Service Requests Received ......------------:++---+--+s++--+ 6,880 2,725 
Sales Resulting From Service Requests ..-...-.------- 4,387 2,840 


Annual Gross Revenue From Employee Sales...... $84,680 $36,938 


Dewey Lewis Thelma Tritsch 
Lincoln Plattsmouth 
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Gerald Caley 


Lillian Sowers ' 
Lincoln Fairbury 


George Placek 
Nebraska City 


But if employee sales in general showed a decrease from 
previous highs, this condition certainly did not apply to our 
sales leaders. Once again Dewey Lewis, Thelma Tritsch and 
Grace Heigl ran 1-2-3 down the stretch. Every member of 
the “first ten” were seasoned veterans of employee sales. 
Most of them exceeded their 1956 mark by a healthy gain. 
This is the way they finished: 


Service 1957 1956 

Requests Sales Sales 

DEWEY ROWS soci ie es 140 201 110 
Wet Vi SCP andes ncscs std ocho Ye cibues 95 107 89 
RPGS PICIGY occu eve hdc becerecsececscedes 82 95 88 
PAC BOVAGISON Spices so i ee ee 64 76 10 
POU) SCRE cc cp chcciiccuceccsxeduaninlvslsucenwe’ 45 54 5&7 
LAMIGI SOW OPS: oxscccenceseete 44 aA 25 
Grea C Oley i656 ieee fe hts on a7 5] 2 
George Placek -............ 22 ecco ee eeee cece ence eee 42 46 47 
TVA SON: ce decctencede secu vcaencencoscsanees 4] 44 17 
BGEMCY TAGES o. wrcewew sere ntncccnewiniedunnenewaners 36 44 20 
760 545 


Our sales leaders have shown that it COULD be done. 
All they need is a little more help among the ranks of their 
fellow workers and 1958 can be as successful as any other 
in the development and growth. Economists predict that 
the year may be one of tougher going, but shucks—we’ve 
always done our best work at selling when times turned 
against us. We’re just as hardy now as we were in the 
dismal ’thirties. 


Grace Heigl Art Balderson 
Plattsmouth Lincoln 


- q 
‘ & 
5 oF 
fs 
ie 
_ va 
inst es" 
wi 
a 
‘ 
ad 
F ee 


Barney Hayes 
Pawnee City Hastings 


* Sorry, we have no photograph of Paul Guelker, Beatrice. 


~<a 3 fe 


F ast i = 
3 j | Zee | 
| ant toe | ‘ f= 
Er 3 i i er 
ca e Foe poe i 
rc eal sae 
{> feel ore] 
fi, Fai e.F 4 
> ; rt Fs j § : 
- al fll se 
er) eel | pe 
fej] fF cs ee 
| emis | ee | 
rot] Pee e | psf 
Feat fe ee 
algecaaya@ 
as t. pee F j f i 4 
ee i F i 3 i i - 
ae (ee ee eee 
{ Hi ; ae bie f 
pel tet) 
re) Ebb ey 
FE f Fey 
ee 
ee, 
3 


a eee 
? ¥ 
ni} 
cere teeny 


7: vent 
1 eae 
* ° 
' 


Plans Speed Ahead on New LT&T Headquarters 


Present equipment building af 15th & M will be 
dwarfed by additions—above and fo the east. 


Excitement and activity are running high since the an- 
nouncement that the Board of Directors had approved the 
plans for erection of additions to the 15th and M building. 
The project calls for the present three-story structure to rise 
five more floors in height, with a four-story adjoining build- 
ing to be added to the east front. 

Developments have been rapid, considering the magni- 
tude of the project. Already the firm outline of the building 
has come from the drawing boards. It is revealed in the 
architect’s sketch (above) as an imposing structure, beauti- 
ful in mass and line, with a splendid balance of utility and 
design. 

At the present rate of progress it is not too much to hope 
that architectural, constructional, electrical and mechanical 
plans may be ready to submit for bidding by late March 
and that another month may see the actual groundbreaking. 
If such should come to pass it would be a small miracle, but 
then, we expect such things in these times. Our building 


design people are masters of the art of getting things done 
ahead of expectations. 

The new additions will cost an estimated $1,750,000, bring- 
ing the investment in completed buildings and land to 
$2,866,000. By 1960 the value of the equipment at 15th and 
M is expected to rise to $5,310,000, making a total invest- 
ment there of $8,176,000. 

While it will be classed as an eight story building, actu- 
ally 12 levels are incorporated in the plans. These include an 
equipment level above the eighth floor, a mezzanine, base- 
ment and roof. Its exceptionally high ceilings give an eleva- 
tion equivalent to an ordinary 12-story building and it will 
be the tallest office building erected in Lincoln for a quarter 
century or more. 

The ninth floor level is to be shrouded with porcelainized 
metal in aqua-blue color, with matching materials to be used 
on the cantilevered marquee and loggia or covered passage- 
way for the payment windows. 
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P. V. Eckles 
Commander 
Legion Post 248 


H. W. Armagost 
Worshipful Master 
David City Lodge 

AF&AM 


L. J. Powell 
Chairman, 
State Board of 
Directors, F.O.E. 


‘The Ayes Have It’ 


A. B. Gorman B. A. Isaman 
Worshipful Master 
Lancaster Lodge 


Worthy Patron 
Starcraft Chapter 
AF&AM O.E.S. 


Telephone People Take their Stations in Community Affairs 


From the Southern District we learn that Myron 
Birdsley of Auburn not only is deacon of his 
church but secretary-treasurer of both youth and 
adult Sunday Schools. He is also a member of 
the DeMolay advisory council. George Eggleston, 
Auburn, is a member of the board of directors 
for both the chamber of commerce and the Rotary 
Club. Jack Little is trustee of the Methodist 
Church at Brock. 

At Crete, Fern Jacobs was installed as con- 
ductress of the Crete Chapter 104, O.E.S. Lydia 
McGuire is conductress for the Rebekah lodge and 
James Landenberger is president of the Methodist 
Young Adult Fellowship, recording steward of the 
church and editor of the Methodist newsletter. 
Hotilda Eurich of Friend has multiple duties as 
financial secretary of the Methodist Church, 
treasurer of the women’s society guild and super- 
intendent of primary Sunday School. 

At Fairbury, Helen DeBord is a member of the 
church board; Mary Jackson is treasurer of her 
Sunday School class; Floyd Nave is again presi- 
dent of the Biue Valley Throttle Twisters Motor- 
cycle Club, Inc.; while Jack Ruble is commander 
of the American Legion, adjutant in V.F.W., 
county rural chairman for the Heart Association, 
and district vice commander of the V.F.W. 

Ivan Haith, Humboldt, serves on the summer 
recreation and membership committees for the 
chamber of commerce. Raymond Bruning, Pawnee 
City, is vice commander for the American Legion, 
deacon and trustee of the Christian Church. Vyrl 
Clark, Pawnee City, is secretary of the Humboldt 
square dance club. Carl Franzen is elder trustee 
of the Zion Lutheran Church and county Red 
Cross First Aid chairman. Millie Wert is vice 
president of the Chatawa Home Extension Club. 

Over at Tecumseh, E. L. Wheatcraft is vice 
president of the country club. Charles Kermoade, 
Wilber, already active in his new town, is junior 
deacon of the Masonic lodge and _ institutional 
representative of the Boy Scouts for the Rotary 
Club. 

Lola Hetherington, General Traffic, has been 
elected treasurer of Epsilon Chapter of Beta Sigma 
Phi. R. S. Culver, Supply, is new trustee for Cot- 
ner Lodge, AF&AM, while Charles L. Bouse has 
been named chaplain for the American Legion at 
Bennet. In General Commercial, K. L. Lawson was 
appointed to the board of directors for the Lin- 
coln Chamber of Commerce and re-elected secre- 
tary of the Lincoln Centennial, Inc.; Marilyn Lang 
was elected secretary-treasurer of the Delta Delta 
Wives Club; Loran Powell has the signal honor of 


Once again we come to that time of year when 
most organizations change officers and commit- 
teemen. It’s good to know that so many telephone 
people find interest and satisfaction in their labors 
for civic, fraternal, social and religious orders. 
Those listed here represent recent elections and 
appointments. We probably have missed others 
throughout the wide territory, but congratulations 
to one and all. It’s a mark of a good citizen to 
be active in the affairs of community groups. 


serving as chairman of the state board, Fraternal 
Order of Eagles; A. B. Gormon is chairman of the 
board for the Advertising Club and was reap- 
pointed advertising and publicity committee chair- 
man for the Nebraska Telephone Association; 
W. D. Quinn is currently Esteemed Leading Knight 
for Lincoln Lodge #80, BPOE. 


Lancaster Lodge No. 54, AF&AM at Lincoln, 
installed as officers, A. B. Gorman, Master; Lloyd 
W. Cleveland, junior deacon; Donald R. Swanson, 
senior steward; Russell R. Rauch, re-elected secre- 
tary; and Gust A. Foster, reappointed tyler. 


At David City, Harvey W. Armagost serves as 
Master of his Masonic lodge; Merna Bates is an 
officer for the Eastern Star; and Lineah Johnson 
is music director for the Job’s Daughters. At Ne- 
braska City we find Josephine Placek as Electa 
in the Eastern Star; George Placek as tyler for the 
Masonic lodge and associate patron for the 
Eastern Star; W. A. Letellier as warden for the 
Odd Fellow lodge and deacon of First Christian 
Church. Adele Ganzel is vice president of her 
P.T.A. group and secretary-treasurer for her circle 
of the First Lutheran Church. 


Gerald Shipley, Seward, is senior warden for 
Oliver Lodge 38, AF&AM. E. L. Dorland, Wahoo, 
is GQ member of the board of directors for both 
the chamber of commerce and the country club. 


In Accounting we learn that Harold Brady was 
re-elected Sunday School superintendent and 
chairman of the education board for the First 
Baptist Church at Lincoln, as well as chairman 
of religious education for the Capitol Baptist As- 
sociation. Grace Hauschild was re-elected stew- 
ardess of St. Paul Evangelical and Reformed 
Church. George Mann is Principal Conductor of 
the Word, Lincoln Council #4, and Captain of the 
Host for Lincoln Chapter #6, Royal Arch Masons. 
He is also Banker for MWA 969. Ralph Retzlaff 
is president of Trinity Lutheran Church council of 
Waiton. B. J. Sievers is chairman of the New 
Clubs committee for Lincoln Kiwanis. I. J. Devoe 
is chairman of the accounting committee for 
USITA. 

In Lincoln Commercial, A. B. Waters is aq mem- 
ber of the YMCA Board, Youth Employment Serv- 
ice, Lancaster County Humane Society and the 
executive committee for the Lincoln Youth Proj- 
ect. Joan Jones is president of the young business 
women’s guild for First Baptist Church. 

Merle M. Hale recently was named vice chair- 
man of the organizing committee for Downtown 
Development at Lincoln. 
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Despite evening working hours, many Lincoln 
operators find time to make worthwhile contribu- 
tions to various endeavors. Della Wilcox is secre- 
tary of the primary department of her church. 
Ella Hansen is chairman of the church telephone 
committee. Melba Richards is committee chair- 
man of her business girls’ sorority group. Dealva 
Wheeler is telephone chairman of the PTA board 
at Hawthorne School. Mabel Volpp is secretary of 
the choir at Grace Lutheran Church and Kathleen 
Carey is vice president of her Camp Fire zone. 

From Western District comes word that Moreane 
Alldritt is vice president and Marie Pearson cor- 
responding secretary of the Business and Profes- 
sional Women’s Club. Dorothy Oliver, Hastings 
Traffic, is on the P.T.A. executive board at Alcott 
School, president of the United Commercial Travel- 
ers Auxiliary and recording secretary for the coun- 
try club women’s golf association. 

P. V. Eckles, Edgar, is commander of American 
Legion Post #248. Elmer Moorhead, Clay Center, 
is committee member for the new swimming pool. 
F. F. Kubat, Superior, is generalissimo in the Com- 
mandary, York Rite Masons. E. H. Wellman, 
Hebron, is steward in the Methodist Church. 
Ramona Kenning, Hebron, is vice president of the 
American Legion Auxiliary. Robert Lemkau, 
Hebron, is president of the Young Adults Group 
for the Methodist Church. Ruth Rittenhouse, 
Hebron, is color bearer in the American Legion 
Auxiliary. 

At York, both Lyle Piper and Boyd Imler serve 
as DeMolay Dads. Edna Pflughaupt received a 
unanimous ballot (two votes) for president of the 
“| Like Fridays Best’’ Club. Lela Watson, Beatrice, 
is vice president. 

B. A. Isaman, Engineering, was elected and in- 
stalled Worthy Patron of Starcraft Chapter, Order 
of the Eastern Star. 

At Beatrice, G. W. Heikes was named a trustee 
for the Sherman Butch Williams Fund. Don Gil- 
more is chairman of the concessions committee for 
the Mudecas basketball tournament, held at 
Beatrice. 

From Revenue Accounting it is reported that 
Joan Thomsen is treasurer of Phi Beta Chapter 
of Beta Sigma Phi business girls sorority. Clara 
Jones is treasurer of the Constellation, a past 
officers’ group of O.E.S. Mickey Ward is president 
of Grace Methodist choir and treasurer of the 
Kalico Kickers square dance club. Marilyn 
Burchess is secretary of the Young Business Girls 
Club, a branch of the YWCA. Cleo Hartman is 
chairman of the Heart Fund drive at Staplehurst. 
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Lincoln Wire Chief's “Dotcide Sorvien’ 


Part 


One of the company’s largest employee groups, 
the men of ‘Outside Service,’’ are so numerous 
that all could not be pictured in one issue, even 
by employing a double-page spread. So we di- 
vided the stack of photographs in half without 


1: Thomas H. Roller, testing a new install. 2: Richard 
M. Merrill. 3: August C. Brunke in the company garage. 
4: Lloyd M. Miller. 5: Ken J. Ferguson, calling in for his 
next assignment. 6: R. W. Slote. 7: Don Frankforter. 
8: Harry S. Knudson, veteran of nearly 40 years. 9: W. J. 
(Bill) Cotton, Jr. 10: R. L. (Curley) Wilson. 11: Francis E. 
Smith. 12: Leslie G. (George) Hansen. 13: R. R. Wendell. 


t 


Two 


regard to size, classification, seniority or any 


other category that we know of. Pictures of the 
first group were published in the January issue. 
All photographs were taken by Loran Powell, who 
did a fine job of tracking the men down while at 
their work about the city. 


14: Arthur R. Balderson. 15: Robert L. Wenzel. 16: James 
D. Green. 17: Robert W. Swanson, who leaves the depart- 
ment to join Commercial. 18: Lumir E. Vosika. 19: Don 
W. Utterson. 20: Robert C. Hawkins. 21: Eldon W. Drewel. 
22: Merle A. (Butch) Lohmeier in a knotty problem of 
house cabling. 23: C. F. (Cy) Hutchison. 24: Russell M. 


White, left, and L. C. Hutchison. 25: E. J. Kalkwarf 
demonstrates the art to two young customers. 
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Great Ideas Come From? 


There are three new stars in the firmament and it is a 
sobering thought for Americans that the third and smallest 
is the one we were able to put into orbit. Perhaps it is well 
that we should be brought up with a start, for it is un- 
doubtedly the time when we should take a long look at 
ourselves and the world about us. 

Certainly, in most fields of science and knowledge, we are 
still running ahead of the world. In the well-being of the 
individual there is scarcely a comparison between the aver- 
age American and his counterpart in any other country. By 
most any yardstick we remain the favored people. 


so many fields, including the art and development of teleph- 
ony. We know now that it will not be easy. This magazine 
wants to take its place with many another throughout the 
nation in pointing up the need of concentrated support of 
our educational system and the encouragement of the young 
to seek knowledge and understanding. 

For this nation has been guided by great ideas from the 
very beginning of its history. The men who hammered out 
the Constitution and the Bill of Rights were thinkers—men 


of vision—the best educated men of their day. And every 


major advance in our civilization since that time has come 
from minds equipped by education to create great ideas and 
put them into action. 

The very core or foundation of our progress is the Ameri- 
can classroom. It is there that the minds of our young people 
are nurtured and disciplined so they may be directed toward 
useful thinking. It is there that the great ideas of the future 
will be born. 

Not enough people are aware of the major problems 
facing our schools today. Because their expansion and im- 
provement are subject to the ballot box, many of them are 
overcrowded, poorly equipped and manned with underpaid 
instructors. All who hope for continued progress in our 
industry; in science; in statesmanship; and in the better 
things of life should lend their voices and energetic support 
to the continued advancement of education. 

We must do all within our power to encourage the young- 
er generation to seek the truths that can be revealed to them 
only through higher education. 

Some people say—and it may be true—that the immedi- 
ate pursuit of knowledge in the fields of certain sciences is 
essential for survival itself! 
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In Time of Fear 


It was something that few had ever 
experienced — to watch and feel the 
spreading grip of stark terror as it 
clutched a whole city. It was more 
extensive than that; this impact of 
hysteria and panic that swept in waves 
over this part of the state! A slayer 
was on the loose; a prowling mad dog 
who killed for a change of cars, a tank- 
ful of gasoline, a few dollars, or for 
no reason at all. 


The first three victims were discov- 
ered Monday, January 27 in north Lin- 
coln. The suspects were a teen-age boy 
and girl. Their descriptions and that of 
their battered old car were published 
and broadcast throughout the vicinity. 


At about noon the next day the car 
was discovered near Bennet in a farm- 
er’s driveway. Officers closed in upon 
the house only to find the aged farmer 
dead of gunshot wounds and the sus- 
pects gone. Fear was held for two Ben- 
net high school students who had not 
returned to their homes the night be- 
fore. They were later found in an 
abandoned schoolhouse cellar, appar- 
ently slain for the car they were driv- 
ing. 

Through the rest of the day and night 
a house-by-house search was made in 
that area and the new Bennet switch- 
board, with all its capacity, could not 
handle the telephone traffic. An over- 
flow of 1000 calls in four hours was 
recorded that afternoon. 


Early in the afternoon of the next 
day (Wednesday) three more bodies 
were discovered at their home in Lin- 
coln. The radio blared out the new de- 
velopment and suddenly, it seemed, 
everyone knew that the danger applied 
directly to them and their families. 
Strange how people turn to the tele- 
phone at such a time. Almost at once 
the switches at every Lincoln office 
began a constant chatter. Within sec- 
onds it was nearly impossible to seize 
a trunk line from one office to another. 
Not being able to get their numbers, 
people dialed the telephone business 
office and service department (trouble) 
and soon those lines were swamped 
with calls. Many subscribers then 
dialed “information” and even “long 
distance” to inquire why they were un- 
able to get their party. 


A hurried call to the radio stations 
(we have our own methods of getting 
through) brought immediate coopera- 
tion and response. The stations put our 
plea on the air for people to forego 
calling the telephone company if they 
were unable to get their party—and 
suggested that they keep the lines clear, 
if possible, so that emergency calls 
could go through. The broadcasts had 
the desired effect. Almost immediately 
the surge of calls to the company sub- 
sided. 


This by no means affected the flood 
of calls that coursed through the equip- 
ment as families contacted individual 
members by telephone. Interoffice 
trunk lines remained in full use for 
more than two hours while load meters 
at each dial office swung to new record 
peaks. The Air Base registered 17,950 
calls in two hours in one recorded in- 
stance of traffic load. 


Such a telephone traffic jam prob- 
ably has never before been experienced 
though oldtimers say it was approached 
by those of the convict escape (Gray, 
Dowd and Morley) in 1912; Armistice 
Day, 1918; President Roosevelt’s death 
in 1945 and news of Japan’s surrender 
in 1945. 


We learn from the territory that the 
fearful news had the same effect at 
other exchanges. L. W. Cleveland was 
in the Auburn operating room when 
the news announcement came of the 
discovery of the seventh, eighth and 
ninth bodies. He said the board was 
illuminated instantly, as though some- 
one had thrown a switch for that 
purpose. 


It was sometime after four o’clock 
when official word came of the capture 
of the two teen-agers near Douglas, 
Wyoming; but no one, it seemed, felt 
embarrassed at the concern they had 
shown for their families and friends. 
We telephone folk should feel good to 
know that people turn to our service 
instinctively in times of great stress 
and danger. It’s a fine buiness to be in. 


Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. William P. Barry are the 
proud parents of a girl, Marileen Ann, born 
January 4. Bill is employed in Osceola Plant. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Brinton announce the 
birth of a son, Daniel Robert, on December 
11. Bob is employed in Engineering. 

A son, Michael Ray, was born January 10 
to Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Bruning. Ray- 
mond is in the plant department at Pawnee 
City. 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Eickman announce 
the birth of a son, Bradley Charles, on Janu- 
ary 18. Howard is employed in the Seward 
plant department. 

Richard and Patricia Lee are rejoicing over 
their twins, Mary Ellen and Margaret Elaine, 
born January 29. Pat is from Lincoln Traffic. 

A son, James Lyle, was born to Lyle and 
Evelyn Meyer on January 24. Evelyn is on 
leave from Lincoln Traffic. 

A daughter, Linda Sue, arrived at the home 
of Ivan and Mrs. Tyrrell on January 29. 
Ivan is employed in Engineering. 

Don and Judy Whitney announce the ar- 
rival of Robert Alan on January 27. Judy is 
on leave from Lincoln Traffic. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


Following is the total amount of claims 
paid by the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during January 1958: 
Primary Members ....18 Claims....$1,541.50 
Dependents ............ 18 Claims.... 905.10 


ORG arate a tater tad teat cole $2,446.60 


Geist Tops the 35th 


Certain days take on their own importance. Alex Geist, of Lincoln Commercial, might have toiled 
through another Thursday just as he had in the 1,819 weeks before. But this Thursday fell on January 
16; just 35 years to a day since Alex appeared as a new employee in the general shop. If he forgo} 
that it was his anniversary, others did not. The picture tells the story of Alex being hemmed in by a 
group from his sales section as K. L. Lawson presented his new service emblem. From left: A. B. 
Waters, Chauncey A. Eggerss, Charles P. Arnold, Boyd M. Wedgwood, Roy N. Brendle, Bedric Wanek, 


Mr. Geist, Mr. Lawson and Esther Baker. 
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1. Speaking of Danish dishes— 


3. Claimed by Talmage, Friend, 
Wymore, York. 


11. A rose is a rose is a rose. 


Down Memory Lane 


Guess them if you can before you turn the page''ito read the identities, below. 
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5. From the banks of the 
Missou. 


4. Manager at Bennet—1935. 


Pan Se a EO 


8. Is there a doc in the house? 9. As an operator at Fairbury. 


13. This guy was once young? 


12. Out thar beneath the west- 
ern skies. 
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2. Neither whistler nor 
trumpeter. 


6. Makes dishwashing easy. 


10. A plant clerk in 1915. 


14. 42 years haven‘t changed 


him much. 


ae 


Dorothy Lefler Retires 


“omer Likeso many of our 
valued employees, 
Dorothy Lefler be- 
came interested in a 
telephone career be- 
cause LT&T was en- 
dorsed so highly by 
a friend. The latter 
worked as a steno- 
grapher in Commer- 
cial and there was no 
ota ee ie vacancy in that de- 
partment, but Dorothy came a-calling 
anyway. A stenographic change was 
materializing in the plant engineering 
section and Miss Lefler appeared at ex- 
actly the right time. She applied for 
the job and on December 1, 1920 she 
went to work as a stenographer for the 
plant engineer, H. H. Wheeler, Jr. 

Mr. Wheeler’s small bailiwick was 
then a part of the general plant depart- 
ment and her service record shows that 
all her long period of employment was 
spent in this department with the ex- 
ception of a three-months’ assignment 
On a temporary basis in 1946 as secre- 
tary to the general manager. 

Miss Lefler requested that her retire- 
ment become effective because of a pro- 
longed illness. It was while on vacation 
In September 1956 that the break in 
health occurred. By December she was 
sufficiently recovered to return to work 
on a part-time basis. Her many friends 
watched her gradual improvement over 
the course of months with high hopes 
that she would regain full health. They 
were keenly disappointed last Septem- 
ber when she again was forced to lay 
aside her duties. She has not been able 
to resume them since. 

Plans for the future, of course, are 
quite indefinite, but the first project 
on the agenda for the Lefler sisters is 
to head for California. Indeed, if their 
schedule has been carried through they 
will be on the west coast by the time 
this story appears in print. 

We’re sorry to have Dorothy Lefler 
depart from these surroundings. She’ll 
be sorely missed. More than any lady 
we know she threw her talents com- 
pletely into her labors. There was but 
one quality she would recognize or 
tolerate in her own work—and that was 
absolute perfection. It was this singu- 
lar trait, extending through all her 
years of employment, that made her 
the “right hand” of four former general 
plant superintendents: M. T., Caster, 
F, E. Behm, J. A. McKinzie and G. P. 
Barney. Her credited term of service 
totals 36 years 11 months. 


Thank you, all 
It meant so much to receive the many 
expressions of help and sympathy from 
telephone friends during our great loss. My 
family joins in a sincere word of thanks to 
one and all. 
Bert Huddleston 


Promotions-Transfers-Title Changes 


va 


Commercial 
Norma Hahn, clerk to cashier, Tecumseh. 
Irene Thies, operator, Beatrice Traffic, to 
clerk, Tecumseh. 


Engineering 


R. G. Cardwell. engineering assistant to 
engineer. 


Plant 


Gerald Bosak, groundman to lineman, Con- 


struction, Lincoln. 
W. J. Cotton, Jr., installer-repairman, COE, 


R. G. Caldwell H. H. 


Lohr R. M. White 


Supply, to installer-repairman, PBX, wire 
chief’s department, Lincoln. 

H. H. Lahr, switchman to chief testman, 
Hastings. 

Paul Olson, garage serviceman, Supply, to 
switchboardman, Lincoln. 

W. A. Peperkorn, groundman to lineman, 
Construction, Hebron. 

R. E. Ryan, warehouseman (P.T.) to ga- 
rage serviceman, Supply. 

R. M. White, combinationman to installer- 
repairman, PBX, wire chief's department, 
Lincoln. 


The Co-Op Story 


At the annual meeting of members 
held January 25, 1958, the following 
report for the year ending December 31, 
1957 was given to the members present: 


Total membership .......-.- 810 

Total loans made............ 534 

Total amount loaned........ $326,233.45 
Resources ........2.---2-0-02--+ 501,272.85 
MG BTIeS: ccocee lees 501,272.85 
Operating income .......... 23,444.62 
Operating expense ........-. 20,352.70 
Wet Meome x22 3,091.92 


Income available for divi- 


BGS cits envacheveencwanes 2,318.94 
Undivided profits .......... 2,458.42 
Guaranty Fund .............. 8,900.78 


The following directors were elected 
for the year 1958: 


R. W. Blackford A. W. Holcomb 
J. J. Caldwell Clara Jones 

M. J. Danaher A. S. Keckler 
W. K. Eno C. B. Meshier 
E. J. Flowerday Sterling Nelson 
R. H. Gray M. L. Pilfold 
R. B. Hobson R. R. Rauch 

R. H. Spohn 


A meeting of the Board of Directors 
was held on January 31, 1958, and the 
following officers were elected for the 
ensuing year: 

R. H. Spohn, President 

W. K. Eno, Vice-President 

C. B. Meshier, Treasurer 

R. B. Hobson, Secretary 

It was also voted at this meeting to 
increase the amount one can borrow 
from $7,500 to $10,000. 

Art Keckler 
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We All Had a Part 


We value highly the aid given us by 
our sister communication industry — 
radio—at a time when our lines were 
becoming hopelessly jammed during 
the search for Starkweather and his 
girl companion. In several instances we 
were able to reciprocate by clearing 
our lines for the use of radio people. 
An unusual case was that of a Des 
Moines mobile radio truck whose an- 
nouncer called our mobile operator 
from “location” and established a cir- 
cuit to his home station. His report 
traveled by air waves to our mobile 
operator thence to the long distance 
board and by wire to the Des Moines 
radio station where it was recorded 
and broadcast simultaneously to the 
people of that area. 

Mr. Hale received a letter from Lyell 
Bremser of KFAB in compliment to 
our services. It read in part: 

“T want to take this opportunity 
to thank you and others at LT&T 
for your wonderful cooperation this 
week, making it possible for KFAB 
to render excellent coverage during 
the grisly murder situation. Your 
Mr. Art King should be compli- 
mented specifically. He was most 
helpful, not only to KFAB but to 
other news media.” 


It's Unanimous 
Longhair: Do you like operettas? 
Crew cut: Yes, it they’re telephone 
operettas. 


Lincoln Telephone News 


February 


l958 


oe 


Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 
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Our Cover 


The Lincoln Telephone News has 
plenty to be proud about, aside from 
the charm and abilities of its associate 
editors—as portrayed by Joyann Worst- 
er of General Traffic, left; and Diane 
Feldstein of Disbursement Accounting, 
right. 

We think it’s a high compliment that 
our “subscribers” for bound volumes 
become more numerous every second 
January when we send the two-year 
output of the magazine to the bindery. 
The double stack of volumes in the pic- 
ture represents 97 orders, the largest 
number of bindings in the history of 
the publication. 

That’s saying a lot, for the News is 
one of the oldest company magazines in 
this part of the country, having first be- 
gun publication in January, 1915. Joy- 
ann holds a copy of the first issue, at 
left. Next to it she displays a News of 
the format used from 1926 through 
1933. The “newspaper” style, held by 
Diane, was published from 1934 to 
April 1944. The present format, also 
held by Diane, was adopted in May 
1944. 


The Security and Stability of 
a Telephone Job 


“What is it about your job that you 
value the highest?” 


This question has been asked em- 
ployees of many companies through 
the years. More often than not the 
answer, “job security,” leads all other 
considerations by a healthy margin. 

We will not quarrel with the decision 
of the majority, though it seems that 
other categories—such as good wages, 
chances of advancement, recognition of 
effort and pleasant working conditions 
—also should compete for a place at 
the head of the list. 


The phrase “job security’ may en- 
compass some or all these things in the 
minds of those interviewed. It is hard 
to think of security in terms that do 
not portray comfortable living and 
pleasant surroundings. Everyone among 
us is entitled to his measure of dig- 
nity and a “place in the sun.” How 
could we think of “job security” that 
did not extend into the lives of em- 
ployees—whether they were on or off 
the job? 

To many people, then, job security 
means home ownership, children in 
school, a well-set table, time for work 
in the church, club, lodge or civic proj- 
ect. It smacks of savings, insurance 
programs and plans that can be cast 
into a rosy future. 


That is one of the finest things about 
employment with LT&T, whose long 
record of service and fair dealing to 
the people of southeast Nebraska has 
established it as a “prestige” organiza- 
tion. It has a mark of stability and 
solid citizenship that is reflected upon 
its employees. As the company devel- 
oped and formed its character through 
the years, so, too, did the caliber of its 
employees change, in age, in solidity, 
in a dozen different ways. 

Let us look back over the years. 
There are some among us who remem- 
ber when not a single person in the 
company held a service record of more 
than 20 years. Telephone people of 
those times were mainly a roving lot, 
many of them unskilled and untrained. 
Few of them thought of adopting the 
industry as a career. An offer of five 
dollars a month increase in wages was 
often sufficient to lure them away from 
their telephone job. 

As the company grew and prospered 
there came shorter hours, employee 
pension rights and benefits, better 
wages. Jobs took on an aura of greater 
importance and stability. They came 
to be sought after. Even had they de- 
sired, many employees found that, with 
the gathering years, they no longer 
could afford to leave their telephone 
job, even if offered a substantial in- 
crease in salary. 

Thus it was that telephone employees 


af 12 oe 


became more firmly rooted and stood 
forth as pillars of the community. 
Young people came into the organiza- 
tion with the intention of making te- 
lephony their life’s work. As they were 
assigned to various positions through- 
out the territory, people found them to 
be good neighbors and solid citizens; 
symbols of “the spirit of service.” They 
had much to do with the growing pres- 
tige of the company which, in turn, 
added to their own stature. 


When the first large group of “old- 
timers” retired from active service in 
the early ’thirties there were scarcely 
half a dozen employees with 25 years 
of service and only one was approach- 
ing his 40th anniversary. In 1946 when 
the first service pins were presented 
there were 12 active employees with 40 
years or more of service. Today there 
are 26. The average male employee is 
40 years of age and has been in the 
telephone business nearly 15 years. The 
average female employee is 32 years 
old and has passed her seventh anni- 
versary of employment. 

All of which bring us back to the 
premise that telephone jobs have most 
of the features that people want in 
their line of endeavor, including job 
security and stability. 


A Close One’ at Crefe 


Back in the old days the bugaboo of 
fire was omnipresent, what with heat- 
ing stoves, oil lamps and original meth- 
ods of electrical wiring. Employees ex- 
pected to fight fire as part of their tele- 
phone job; and central offices burned 
down every year or so in the course of 
normal mortality. 

We haven’t had a roaring conflagra- 
tion for many, many years, but the 
folks at Crete had a scare that was “too 
close for comfort.” At about 1:30 in 
the morning of January 8, fire broke out 
in the operating room. It apparently 
started in one of the fluorescent light- 
ing fixtures located above the switch- 


board. 

The Crete fire department responded 
in a hurry to the call and the blaze was 
soon controlled by use of foam ex- 
tinguishers. That put things into a 
pretty mess, for the foam clung to the 
switchboard like a blanket and covered 
the key shelves and the floor. 

Wire Chief “Stub” Roland and other 
members of the Crete plant department 
were on the ground by this time. They 
rolled up their sleeves and got to work. 
Clyde Burge, district manager, Insists 
they should have a medal for the man- 
ner and speed in which they cleaned up 
the mess and restored service to the 
switchboard. 

Final repairs were made the follow- 
ing day and all evidence of the narrow 
escape disappeared from the Crete of- 


fice. 


Roemer L. Dalton Enfers 
"Life of Leisure.” 


An ill wind that 
did blow good came 
on Easter Sunday, 
1913, as a _ tornado 
swept through the 
eastern part of our 
territory and on to 
Omaha, leaving a 
wake of destruction 
and death. It was one 
of Nebraska’s worst 

3 disasters. 
It made the nation’s headlines. A 
young southern boy read the accounts 
with great interest. In fact, he deter- 
mined to see this wind-swept country, 
and headed northward. 


That’s why R. L. Dalton came to 
these parts and later became a member 
of the Iowa Bell and LT&T organiza- 
tions. The snow froze him out several 
times, but each excursion back to the 
southland was followed by the desire 
to return “up north.” 


He’d been a telephone and power 
man, off an on, since 1910, and always 
traveled with his hooks and belt thrown 
Over his shoulder as a badge of office. 
His journeys had another unusual as- 
pect. They were made in a prone posi- 
tion, riding the rods beneath the 
coaches of fast trains. Roemer saw no 
reason to throw his money away in 
the purchase of a first class fare. 


One particular trip was abruptly and 
rudely terminated at Table Rock when 
a sharp-eyed trainman discovered the 
free-riding passenger. As Roemer made 
his way uptown, carrying his lineman’s 
Paraphernalia, he was hailed by the 
local telephone manager with an offer 
of a job. 


Mr. Dalton worked for the Table 
Rock company, an Independent con- 
cern, at various times from May 1915 
to April 1918. He made periodic so- 
journs into the south, but was always 
drawn back to the Table Rock vicinity, 
mainly because that was the home of 
the lady who later became Mrs. Dalton. 


It was in October 1919 that he offi- 
cially joined LT&T as lineman at Hum- 
boldt to begin the long and pleasant re- 
lationship between man and company 
that has characterized his entire term 
of service of more than 38 years. 


He was at Humboldt about a year, 
then transferred to Talmage as man- 
ager. In 1924 he went to Auburn as 
combinationman and eleven years later 
was appointed manager at Harvard. 
He became a resident of Clay Center 
in 1940 and moved to Lincoln in 1942. 
Here he worked in various capacities 
and retires from the position of switch- 
boardman at the 15th and M building. 


Mr. Dalton has never hesitated to use 


his finest superlatives when singing the 
praises of LT&T. “The finest company 
on the face of the earth,” was his sum- 
mation of the organization as he closed 
his career. It’s probably a “mutual ad- 
miration society,” for most employees 
who know Roemer L. Dalton swear 
that he, too, is the salt of the earth. 

Discussion of future plans brought 
good tidings. The Daltons expect to 
remain as Lincoln residents, and we’ll 
be seeing them often at future employee 
and pioneer gatherings. 


On the Lam 


(A Roberts’ Story) 

A Wahoo farmer brought a sick lamb 
into the house one cold night. In an 
hour or so it got to feeling better and, 
nosing about the house, it fell into a 
tub in which the wife was dyeing some 
clothes and came out brightly colored. 
It was put back into the fold and a 
passing motorist saw the vivid animal 
and bought it for a premium price. 
That gave the farmer an idea. He dyed 
more little lambs and sold them easily. 
And the first thing you knew, he was 
the biggest lamb dyer in Saunders 
County. 


“A bunch of the boys were whooping it up’’ as the camera closed in on them. Easily recognized 


Fun For All af the Pioneer Stag 
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Happiness Ahead 


January 18 was the date chosen for the 
wedding of Pat Calcaterra, Lincoln Commer- 
cial, and Jerry Bosak, Construction. The 
ceremony was solemnized at Blessed Sacra- 
ment Church in Lincoln. 

Jackie Crook of Lincoln Traffic was united 
in marriage to Richard Sheldon on January 
25. The ceremony was performed at the 
First Presbyterian Church in Lincoln. 

Leila Empkins and Milo Styfest were 
married January 19 at the Methodist Church 
in Benedict. Leila is employed in York 
Traffic. 

Mrs. Gene Campbell of Engineering was 
Sally Gibson before her recent marriage at 
Lennox, Iowa. 

The wedding of Carol Myers, Nebraska 
City Traffic, to Donald Peterson was an event 
of January 15 at the Christian Parsonage in 
Nebraska City. 

Sharon Stilson became the bride of Gerald 
Shipman on December 6 in the Methodist 
Chapel at Hastings. Mrs. Shipman was em- 
ployed in Hastings Traffic before moving to 
Aurora, Illinois. 

Diane Witt, Hastings Traffic, became the 
bride of Jarred Siegfried in a ceremony per- 
formed January 3 at the Methodist Chapel in 
Hastings. 
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are: John Litzenberg, Paul Winscot, Charley Albers, Roy Brendle, Brick Smith, John Backstrom, Les 
Livingston, Bob Stall, Frank Norton and Harry Knudson. 


More than half a hundred Pioneers 
converged on the Lincoln Legionnaire 
Club on Friday, January 17, for a meet- 
ing advertised as “an old fashioned stag 
party buffet and lamb fry.” It doesn’t 
matter so much to these fellows what 
they name the party, just so there IS 
one at regular intervals. Nobody ever 
was bored at a Pioneer stag, for these 
men have lots to talk about and get 
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along well. 

The party represented the first effort 
on the part of the current social com- 
mittee to get the boys together. They 
were more than happy at the outcome. 
Ivan Paddack is the committee chair- 
man and his “men of action” include 
Ray Baldwin, John Litzenberg, Frank 
Norton, Ernest Royce and _ Rolland 
Winders. 


B. L. Ford 
Beatrice 
35 Years 
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Mary Emerson 


Lincoln 
30 Years 


F. J. Barnett 


Lincoln 
15 Years 


Magdalen Heser 


Lincoln 
15 Years 


A. F. Smetak 


David City 
15 Years 


Clarinda Lake 
Superior 
35 Years 
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Marie Portsche 
Lincoln 
35 Years 


Ben Docekal 


David City 
30 Years 


Allan Behm 


Lincoln 
15 Years 


T. H. Roller, Jr. 


Lincoln 
15 Years 


Mary Watkins 


Nebraska City 
10 Years 


R. S. Culver 
Lincoln 
30 Years 
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38 YEARS W. R. Minich, Geneva; Dorcas 
Slater, Fairbury. 

35 YEARS B. L. Ford, Beatrice; Clarinda Lake, 
Superior; Marie Portsche, Lincoln. 

34 YEARS R. R. Guthrie, Lincoln. 

31 YEARS R. N. Brendle, Clara Jones, K. L. 
Lawson, Helen Pickard, E. H. Royce, Lincoln. 
30 YEARS R. S. Culver, Mary Emerson, Lin- 
coln; Bohumil Docekal, David City. 

29 YEARS K. J. Boshart, Lincoln; Rose Janda, 
Plattsmouth. 


28 YEARS R. V. Clifford, Lincoln; E. A. 
Moorhead, Clay Center. 

27 YEARS Oakel Butler, Auburn; W. F. 
Combs, Lincoln. 

18 YEARS Helen DeBord, Fairbury: Lily Mal- 
ecek, Doris Sutton, Lincoln. 

17 YEARS George Placek, Nebraska City: 
Opal Thimgan, Lincoln. 

15 YEARS F. J. Barnett, Allan Behm, Mag- 
dalen Heser, T. H. Roller, Jr.,. Lincoln: A. F. 
Smetak, David City. 


14 YEARS J. D. Green, Wilma Wergin, Lin- 
coln. 
13 YEARS R. L. Wenzel, Lincoln; D. H. 


Young, Beatrice. 
12 YEARS E. A. Hlina, E. D. Smith, Lincoln. 
11 YEARS R. F. Bauer, Lincoln; Ruth Diek- 


mann, Beatrice. 

10 YEARS Mary Watkins, Nebraska City. 

9 YEARS A. L. Dougherty, E. A. Drake, R. 
W. Tejcka, Lincoln; M. E. Johnson, Auburn; 
Ann Konen, Hastings; Norma Scheideler, 
Wymore; J. C. Smith, Tecumseh. 


8 YEARS’ K. C. Rutherford, Lincoln; Carl 
Wagner, Hastings. 

7 YEARS F. C. Asper, Ruth Foster, A. J. Hig- 
gins, Sylvia Hoaglin, J. M. Isley, Marilyn 
Osborn, Edna Rosane, A. L. Spaulding, Lin- 
coln; D. A. Hester, Tecumseh: Beverly Rot- 
zin, Beatrice. 


6 YEARS Letha Baumgartner, Estella Foght, 
R. H. Wart, Lincoln. 

§ YEARS Barbara Battreall, York: Joan Borze- 
kofski, Beatrice; Harvey Gesch, Marlene 
Kuhl, E. L. Pfeifer, Lincoln; Verna Heins, 
David City; Dorothy Jelinek, Wahoo: Ethel 
Simpson, Guide Rock. 


"We'll All Stick Together’ 


The wide expanse of 16 alleys at the Bowl-Mor Lanes will be filled from wall to wall by members 


of the men’s telephone league, come next fall. 


When the Wednesday night telephone 
league takes to the alleys next fall its 
members may be surprised to find their 
brother employees taking up the bal- 
ance of the establishment, for the two 
rival leagues will have joined into one. 
Instead of two eight-team leagues roll- 
ing on Wednesday and Thursday eve- 
nings, there will be one 16-team league, 
which will take to the lanes at 6:45 
p.m., Wednesdays. 

At the time the Lincoln men’s bowl- 
ing league burst its shell and doubled 
in size to 16 teams last year, it was im- 
possible to find a spot where all could 
bowl together. The officers of the 
league contracted for the next best 
proposition—splitting the group in two, 
with each half bowling as an inde- 
pendent league on different nights. 

A few days ago it became known 
that the Elgin league was folding its 
tent at the end of the current season. 
This league occupies the adjacent lanes 


at Bowl-Mor to the Wednesday night 
telephone league. Several other parties 
applied for the Elgin alley concession, 
but Max and Ernie, our good friends in 
charge of Bowl-Mor, gave first chance 
to the Thursday night telephone boys. 


A sounding of opinion was taken 
from the members of the Thursday 
night league and the answer was “Yes,” 
for the move was approved by a heavy 
majority. Seven of the bowlers, we are 
sorry to learn, will be unable to make 
the switch to Wednesday because of 
other commitments. 


A sizable number of employees have 
expressed their wish to register as 
active bowlers for the coming season 
and an invitation will be extended to 
all Lincoln male employees to apply 
for the vacant spots that may occur 
among the several teams. Present 
members, of course, will receive pref- 
erence in making up the roster. 


Lef ‘er Go. She Ain‘t Ours! 


Maybe you have heard the story of 
the two Irishmen who were on ship- 
board. One rushed up to the other and 
shouted, “The ship is sinking!” The 
other one said, “Let ’er go. She ain’t 
ours!” 

His reasoning was more tragic than 
funny. 

He forgot a great and fundamental 
truth: All those engaged in a particular 
enterprise are on the same boat. And 
you can’t sink half a ship. 

You can’t sink the officers and let 
the crew continue on as if nothing had 
happened. You can’t sink the crew and 
let the officers continue to cruise un- 
disturbed. 

It’s the very same thing in business— 
ours or any other. 

You can’t sink half, or a third, or a 
fourth of a business and let the rest 
of it stay on top of the stream. So be- 
tween us—whether employees, manage- 
ment, stockholders or customers, we 
have one common denominator. That’s 
our mutual interest in keeping the ship 
afloat . . . because we’re all on it! 


USITA Committeemen 


LT&T representatives on USITA 
committees for the current year, ac- 
cording to last month’s announcement, 
are as follows: Paul H. Henson, chair- 
man of the Engineering committee and 
member of the Sub-committee on Engi- 
nering Education. K. L. Lawson chair- 
man of both the Commercial and Liai- 
sion With Private Communications Sys- 
tems committees and a member of the 
Proposed NARUC Telephone Service 
Rules committee. I. J. Devoe, chairman 
of the Accounting committee. Walter 
F. Roberts, member of the Personnel 
committee. Lloyd W. Cleveland, mem- 
ber of the Traffic committee, Toll Com- 
pensation and Settlements committee 
and Sub-committee on Message Toll 
Compensation. 


How True 


Employees at Lincoln’s downtown 
telephone buildings have much in com- 
mon with designers of “Sputniks” and 
“Explorers.” For ten years they have 
been engaged in the conquest of space 
—parking space. 
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New Employees 


Accounting 
Barbara Shirey ....... Mock. -Opr. 2i0:.. 1-13 
Commercial 
Bonnie Armstrong ...Clerk, Lincoln .... 1- 6 
LuEtta Braun® ........! Clerk, Superior ....12-30 


Mary DeVaney ....... Clerk, Hastings .. 1-20 
Gloria Hale* _......... Clerk, Hastings .. 1-10 


Engineering 

R. S. Howell............. Draftsman .......... 12-30 
K. G. Rising............. Draftsman .......... l- 6 

| Plant 
Charles Jarecke ....... Grdmn., Lincoln .. 1- 6 
Jack Pamplin ........: Grdmn., Hastings 12-23 
Thomas Tockey ....... Grdmn., Lincoln ..12-23 
KR, Eo White *.2.c.....- Lineman, Lincoln 1-15 

Robert Wilbur ......... Garage Mechanic, 

SUDDIV. csicouccosnc 1- 6 

Traffic 
Joyce Sandy ........... Opr., David City 1-13 


Mary Whitaker ....... Opr., Hastings .... 1-13 
Delma Whiting ......- Opr., Hastings .... 1-13 


*Re-employed 


Money For Wood 


Telephone athletes 
didn’t fare so badly 
in the city handicap 
tournament held at 
Lincoln in mid-Janu- 
ary. Collecting cash 
prizes for their ef- 
forts in “singles” 
play were Esther 
Baker and Jerry Sal- 
ber. Esther’s 555 
(handicap) was good 
for 13th place while Elmer Dougherty 
Jerry threw a 624 in- 240 game; 606 series 
cluding his handicap to crash into 15th 
position in his tournament. Miss Baker 
also teamed with Verley Duer to cap- 
ture the 14th slot in doubles with a 
1046. Norma Somerheiser and partner 
were also in the money in doubles play. 


The company sponsored two men’s 
and two women’s teams but only one 
of them was able to make a return on 
the investment. The Shiftless Three got 
a 2036 scratch—2504 handicap to roll 


into 2lst place in the women’s team 
matches. 


Two other men’s teams entered the 
tournament “on their own’ and man- 
aged to win enough to jingle in their 
jeans. The Wednesday league leaders, 
“Construction,” composed of Buck 
Duer, Elmer Dougherty, Deke Simpson, 
Don Nielson and Jimmy Ehlers rolled 
2597 scratch—2909 handicap for 17th 
place. “General Commercial,” leader 
of the Thursday league, hit a 2517 
scratch—2871 handicap, to slide into the 
money bracket. Team members were 
Kenneth Lawson, Loran Powell, Ken 
Boshart, Joe Hartley and Howard 
Spahnle. Best score was rolled by 
Elmer Dougherty—a 606 scratch which 
included a 240 game. Mr. Lawson reg- 
istered a 221 game. 
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Increase In The Family 


Among January “Blessed Events” 
was the arrival of David and Jean at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. 
Wenzel, of Lincoln Plant. It’s been 
quite a shock, this sudden plunge into 
parenthood, but the Wenzels have 
fought their way through the first few 
weeks of confusion and turmoil and 
now would not trade their new-found 
life for any other. 

The Wenzels obtained the children 
by adoption from the Child Saving In- 
stitution at Omaha. David, who is five, 
and Jean, three, are real brother and 
Sister. The picture was taken on their 
first day in Lincoln. By now they have 
given their new parents a rigid test and 
have announced that they are com- 
pletely satisfied with everything. 


Stall for Nelson 


Bob Stall painted his face in alter- 
nate stripes of red and white, put on a 
wig of flaming red hair and a baggy 
clown suit and posed for his picture 
along with the other clowns at the 
Christmas party. We thought it was 
Don Nelson who wore the same cos- 
tume last year and that’s the way he 
was identified in the January News. 
They’re both fine fellows and nobody 
is worrying much about the mistake 
except the editor who is still trying to 
publish just one issue without the in- 
evitable bug in it. 


Italy Sells Americans on U.S.A. 


We don’t like to harp on a theme that 
everybody subscribes to, but occasion- 
ally we come upon some statistics that 
emphasize the good fortune and solid 
satisfaction of being born an American. 


Here are some that apply to the pres- 
ent Italian government, another of the 
socialistic welfare states that abound 
in Europe. The government, through 
various operating agencies, owns 80% 
of shipbuilding; 65% of the iron and 
steel industries; 70% of the merchant 
marine; 25% of the electric power; 35% 
of manufacturing industries and 80% 
of the railway and street transportation 
systems. It exercises decisive control 
over many other industries, and from 
taxes, doles out meager cradle-to-grave 
benefits. The income tax system broke 
down and the government was obliged 
to set up “hidden” taxes on most all 
transactions to get its revenue. 


The Italian wage earners receive 
from $35 to $80 a month. The average 
industrial wage is 32¢ an hour and the 
standard workweek 48 hours. Some 
skilled workmen make as much as $100 
a month and more, but the average is 
but $61. However, most industrial 
workers receive an additional month’s 
pay per year, either as a year-end 
bonus or in installments. 


There are many tourists, some of 
them dazzled by the facade of history 
and color. But behind the scenes they 
find a standard of living that has no 
appeal to an American. They return 
to these shores with a new and stronger 
attachment for the principles that made 
and keep America great. 


Big Bond Sale 


Our recent growth and plans for the 
immediate future will require a lot of 
money. To help pay the bill the com- 
pany is now in process of selling $5 mil- 
lion of first mortgage bonds, due in 
1988 and bearing 4%% interest. The 
sale has been approved by stockholders 
and the State Railway Commission. 


A Sales Tip 


They’re making quite a splash 
in sales of extensions and 
colored sets in the Western dis- 
trict. D. R. Joynt demonstrates 
one of the methods that lead to 
success. When installing a main 
station he carries in some extra 
color sets to show the house- 
wife how they wouid look in 
the kitchen or other parts of 
the house. It works like a charm. 
You'll recognize the lady of the 
house as Mary Pattison Sherman 
who once worked in Printing 
Service, Lincoln. She is the 
daughter of Byron Pattison and 
wife of Merl Sherman, both of 
LT&T. 
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Builder of Wealth 


There are many who believe as we do 
that when Nebraska reaches that happy 
plateau on which she can lick the sum- 
mer drought, we’ll head the list of 
“farming” states, for in few places can 
one find soil so black, so rich and fer- 
tile as in our own bottomlands of south- 
east Nebraska. 


And this ranking may not be long in 
coming, for, year by year, through irri- 
gation a larger portion of our farm land 
is assured an adequate supply of water 


through the growing season. 


The following facts concerning irri- 
gation in the Cornhusker State were 
compiled by the ‘Nebraska Farmer” 
on the basis of the latest information 
available: 


(1) Nebraska has more underground 
water quickly available for pump 
irrigation than any other state in 
the union. 


(2) Nebraska now tops all leading 
irrigation states in rate of irriga- 
tion expansion—something like 
85% in the last half dozen years. 


(3) Nebraska has more river miles 
(and more broad river valleys) 
than any other state. The valley 
lands are fertile and seemingly 
an unlimited supply of water lies 
fairly close to the surface. A 
deep well in Nebraska is 175 to 
200 feet; a deep well out west 
may be 1000 feet or more. 


(4) Some say Nebraska farmers have 
been spending as much as $50 
million a year for irrigation 
equipment. 


(5) Nebraska has over 20,000 irriga- 
tion wells and approximately 
2,100,000 irrigated acres. This 
means 1/10th of the state’s crop 
land is now irrigated. 


(6) Irrigation in Nebraska will con- 
tinue for some time. The end is 
nowhere in sight. 


(7) In dry years irrigation often 
spells the difference between a 
good crop and complete failure. 
Even in normal years irrigation 
supplements rainfall and in most 
cases doubles the crop. 


(8) Nebraska has become one of the 
“Big Five” irrigation states. They 
are ranked in this order: Cali- 
fornia, Texas, Idaho, Colorado 
and Nebraska. 


Brotherhood Week, February 16-23 


And one of the truths that should be 
held to be self-evident is that an Ameri- 
can is one who acts from faith in others, 
not fear of others; from understanding, 
not prejudice; from good will, not 
hatred. To bigotry he gives no sanc- 
tion; to intolerance no support. 


Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen 


Since the holiday rush is over, things are 
rather quiet. Several have been absent due 
to colds and flu . Mr. and Mrs. George 
Placek have a new green Buick and does 
George ever keep it shining ... A visitor in 
the office this month was Irene Combs. 


Plattsmouth Area 


by Thelma Tritsch 

Eleanor Lane started the new year out by 
driving a new car to work ... Rose Janda 
and Alice Sharpnack spent a day in Lincoln 
visiting friends Shirley Snyder of 
Lincoln was a caller at the Plattsmouth office 
recently. Shirley was formerly employed in 
the Plattsmouth traffic department. 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 


Howard Eickman and August Jensen are 
among those traveling to Lincoln once a week 
for the Telephony course. . . .Mrs. Bertha 
Menze passed away January 7. She was the 
mother of Wayne Menze and sister of Irene 
Mailand, to whom we extend our deepest 
sympathy. 


Wahoo Commercial "At Home” 


Wahoo Area 


by Mary Beaty 


Our best wishes go to Karen Robbins, who 
has a new sparkle in her eyes to match the 
ring on her third finger, left hand ... The 
first vacationers of the new year are Jennie 
Stoltenberg, who visited relatives in Iowa 
and South Dakota; and Mildred Lanik, who 
spent her time with her parents in Omaha 
caring for her mother who recently returned 
from the hospital . . . Recent visitors at the 
office were Patricia Mitchel, Marjorie Ward, 
Lois Chamberlin, Henrietta Nelson, Harr‘ette 
Keller and Elveria Olson. All are former 
employees. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
by Marcelene Behrends 


January has been a very uneventful month 
here. It seems as though everyone is hiber- 
nating until spring or until this snow clears 
away. The announcement of school being 
closed the day of a recent storm brought a 
rush of business for our traffic department. 
The local board looked like a Christmas tree 
and Mrs. Kinghorn was very busy rushing up 
and down the board helping the girls to take 
down disconnects ... George Eggleston traded 
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in New Building 


The Wahoo business office changed locations January 30 and is now proudly settled in the new 


exchange building. For its members moving day presented few problems. The ladies of the office picked 
up their purses and walked the forty steps necessary to reach their new headquarters. Area Manager 


Dorland made it in only 27 steps. 


Aside from moving the records and a few items of office equipment, there was nothing more 
complicated than becoming accustomed to new surroundings, for all desks, fixtures and furniture were 


brand new. 


Subscribers have been invited to make use of the drive-in payment window when paying their 
telephone bills. It’s an innovation for both customers and commercial folk, but both agree as to its 
speed and convenience in conducting the business at hand. 

At present only the commercial office is occupied. The plant and traffic departments must neces- 
sarily remain in the old building until later in the year when the exchange will be converted to dial. 

In the picture above, Leona Benal is busy at the counter in the new commercial office, while Mae 
Meduna, E. L. Dorland, Alyce Coufal and H. W. Spahnle, district manager, look on. 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


cars and is now driving a ’56 Chevrolet... 
The girls in Traffic are helping make plans 
for two of the girls who are getting married 
in the near future ... Lois Kuper and Marilyn 
Pennywell have started their toll training ... 
With the 30th anniversary of Myron Birdsley 
we have four people with 30 years of service 
at Auburn; namely, Myron Birdsley, George 
Damon, Vivian Kinghorn and Jack Little. 


Beatrice Area 


by Lola Boughton, Veronica Siske & Frank Fisher 

Rethal Falk and husband went by train to 
visit relatives and friends around Los Angeles, 
... A coffee was held January 29 in honor 
of Irene Thies, who has transferred to the 
commercial office in Tecumseh, and Margaret 
Robbins who is moving to Chicago. We ex- 
tend our deepest sympathy to Mrs. Robbins in 
the loss of her little 6-week old grandson . _ 
Marcella O’Bryan, Marilyn Vonderhaar and 
Veronica Siske have been helping instruct 
each Saturday at the Beatrice State Home... 
The Don Youngs spent a week of vacation in 
Los Angeles. ... Frank Fisher and wife spent 
their vacation in Los Angeles. ... Another 
late vacationer was John Brockmeyer who 
visited relatives, 


Crefe Area 


by Loretta MclIlnay 


We had some excitement at the Crete office 
that we could well have done without. Early 
in the morning of January 8 a fire broke out 
in the traffic department where Freda Keller 
was on night duty. Stub Roland, Les Burch, 
Jim Landenberger and Berl Strayer, along 
with Chief Operator Elizabeth Johnson, were 
right on the job to save records, etc., and to 
clean up the mess. Of course, the Fire De- 
partment was a great help too... On Janu- 
ary 9 a farewell dinner was held at the Con- 
gregational Church basement honoring Mr. 
and Mrs. George Brock. Mr. Brock has been 
transferred to Lincoln. A group of 50 em- 
ployees, wives, husbands and children, en- 
joyed a covered dish affair ...C. J. Novak 


has assumed his duties as our new Area 
Manager. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois McCord 


The traffic and commercial departments 
enjoyed their annual Christmas party which 
consisted of a delicious turkey dinner at 
Myrl’s Inn and a gift exchange at the tele- 
phone office. In charge of the party were 
Loretta Vollstedt, Bonnie Harris, June John- 
son and Anne Snell . . A big welcome is 
extended to Noei “Buster” Folkers and family 
who have moved here from Odell... Jean 
Bales has been nursing her two younger sons 
who had the chicken pox... Mary Jackson 
enjoyed a two-week visit with her brother, 
R. B. Jackson, from California . Bonnie 
Harris spent the weekend in Denver getting 
acquainted with her new niece, Pamela Sue 
Poppe ... Mr. and Mrs. Francis Fisher at- 
tended a family reunion in Hubbell 
Ricka Schenk has been entertaining relatives 
from Wisconsin .. . Floyd Nave has acquired 
another motorcycle. This one is for his wife. 


Tecumseh Area 
by Norma Lee Hahn 


Henri Goracke was honored at a miscellane- 
ous shower given for her in the home of 
Norma Lee Hahn. Assisting hostesses were 
Ines Meister, Juanita Waring and Clara 
Costello. Cecile Morehead baked an attractive 
cake, decorated and shaped as a bride doll. 
Henri was married February 1 . Donald 
Haith, the son of Manager Ivan Haith of 
Humboldt, is the new member of the con- 
struction gang. He was recently discharged 
from the service. .. The new member in the 


commercial office is Irene Thies who trans- 
ferred here from Beatrice to assume the 
duties of clerk. Irene is not a stranger as she 
formerly worked here in Traffic. . . Bud 
Wheatcraft is conducting a Monday night 
class on “Fundamental Dial Switching” with 
21 employees attending. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Hastings Area 


by Marilyn Buttell 


Several Traffic employees have recently 
moved from Hastings and are now living else- 
where. Barbara Ruby is living in Minneapolis; 
Lucille Patracek has moved to Omaha, and 
Sharon Shipman is living in Aurora, Illinois. 

; Maxine Jones, operator, has been on 
the sick list since Thanksgiving. We are 
hoping to see her back at work real soon. 
Peach Maul and Sharilyn Allington, operators, 
are now on leave of absence awaiting a visit 
from the stork. . .. Donna Larson, on return- 
ing to work after the Holidays, is proudly 
wearing a diamond ring. . We welcome 
Mary Whitaker and Jean Whiting, new 
student operators, who have Moreane Alldritt 
as their instructor. 


Hebron Area 


by Ramona Kenning 


The New Year brought with it much snow 
and sickness to the Hebron area. Bob 
Lemkau’s little ones have just recovered from 
the measles, and many others are ill with the 
flu and mumps. . Ruth Rittenhouse and 
Norma Maschmann, Traffic, were in Lincoln 
recently on a shopping trip. .. . Clyde 
Wittington of the motor vehicle department 
was in the Hebron area during January. 


Superior Area 
by LuEtta M. Braun 


LaVetta Dunn, operator, enjoyed the first 
vacation of the year when her husband, who 
is in the armed service and stationed in Paris, 
France, came home on a thirty-day leave. ... 
Joline Allington, who is on leave of absence, 
will accompany her husband on a three-week 
trip through some of southern and eastern 
states. .. . Dale Bollman, Plant, Clara Cham- 
bers, Edith Parsons, Olga and Bertha Ander- 
son are attending the adult typing class which 
is held at the high school one evening each 


week. ... Beverly Blacksher and daughters 
spent a weekend visiting relatives at Steele 
City. . . . Carol Cross, former clerk in Com- 


mercial, has moved to Peru to live with her 
parents while her husband is attending school 
in Missouri. LuEtta Braun, a former 
employee, is again working in Commercial. 
Elizabeth Noren spent her vacation in Illinois 
visiting her daughter and family. 


Suffon Area 
by Catherine Cassell 


Recent visitors in the Sutton office were 
Manager Joe Adamson and Velma _ Bock, 
cashier, from Geneva... . Several employees 
in the Sutton area attended the First Aid 
Course sponsored by the County Red Cross 


Chapter. 
York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


Making the “limelight” this month is our 
wire chief, Boyd Imler, whose name and pic- 
ture appeared on TV and in the newspapers 
with his brother, Eldon Imler and family, 
who recently flew here from Sidney, Aus- 
tralia. . . . Eight Cub Scouts, their leaders, 
and three visitors recently made a tour of the 
telephone building. They were escorted by 
Alex Pauley of the plant department. 

Two of our girls from Traffic, Vera Knerr and 
Nancy Cramer, are wearing new diamond 
rings. Our best wishs to both Vera and Nancy. 
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Report of Progress--New Garage & Building 


Rapidly assuming form and bulk is the new garage building at 21 & L. Construction started last 
September and if all goes well the date of completion may be only a few weeks away. It will have 
three levels of parking space, including the open roof deck, with a capacity for 250 vehicles. Entrance 


will be on 21st street. We’ll want to have much more to say on this subject when the structure is com- - 


plete, for it is a true pioneer in a new field of architectural design. 


Accounting 
Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


“Who'll give fifty dollars for this priceless 
antique? Excuse me, Madam, I assure you I 
meant this lovely cabinet. Do I hear forty- 
five? What! Six dollars for this priceless piece, 
this thing of beauty? Who’ll make it ten? Sold 
for ten dollars to the man in the blue shirt. 
Never mind what you were just doing, that 
was an authentic bid. Now what am I bid on 
these genuine all-wood gently-aged golf 
clubs?’’ And so the auction went as Dewey 
Nelsen whittled down the Nelsen belongings 
to fit them into the half of a duplex he’d just 
rented. ... ‘It’s only five o’clock. I have a 
few minutes to finish this before I leave. 
Guess I'd better get the tickets from the vault 
though. Hmmm, looks like it’s been locked 
already.’’ Dick Spohn re-opened the vault and 
found the material he needed. He nodded to 
the auditors who were finishing up some 
work in the conference room as he returned 
to his office. The next time he glanced at the 
clock it was five-twenty. “Oh my gosh, my 
wife must be orbiting the block.’ He threw 
the final stage of his work into the desk, 
grabbed his coat and hat and shot out the 
door at 18,000 Mph, pushing the vault door 
shut as he passed and flipping off the light 
switch. A small, distant cry could be heard— 
‘*h-e-e-e-y’’—a soft whispering sound wave 
that just about reached his antenna. Was it 
somebody across the street at O’Shea’s, or was 
it the far away hum of a whirling Laika? He 
was about to continue on his way when it 
occurred to him that somebody could con- 
ceivably be locked in the vault. Hardly think- 
ing it worth investigating, he walked back 
and unlocked the heavy door. He stood face 
to face with one of the Peat, Marwick, 
Mitchell auditors who eyed him suspiciously. 
It’s not that easy to get rid of your auditors. 

. The doorbell at the Tindall Palace rang 
and the caller was revealed to be not a visit- 

ing Martian, but a resident policeman. (At a 
time like this, a Martian might be preferred.) 
“Are you the owner of that car?’ asked the 
lawman. “Yes, sir,’’ replied Pat’s husband, 
Bob. ‘‘Your wife work?” ‘‘Yes,’’ Bob answered 
again, mentally asking himself why he'd ever 
parked on that red line. ‘““You’re coming to 

the station to answer some questions,” the 

custodian of the law said. ‘“What’s this all 
about?” asked Bob innocently. ‘‘There’s been 

a robbery at a gas station and the guy there 

suggested we question a man who lives on 
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10th Street and has a wife working. Course 
you don’t exactly fit the description,’ the 
policeman continued. “This guy is supposed 
to be blond, wavy-haired and six feet tall. 
How tall are you?’ Shrinking to his full 
shortness and letting his dark crew cut shine 
under the hall light, Bob, who normally 
claimed a vehement 5/10”, replied, ‘Oh, 5’9” 
or so.’ ‘‘Well, maybe you’re not the one we 
want,” the policeman admitted. After he was 
gone Pat called innocently from the kitchen, 
“That’s the first time you’ve ever said that.’ 
“Well,’’ replied Bob, ‘‘there are times.” : 
Fellow workers in Printing Service said good- 
bye and best wishes to Mary Zehr when she 
left work January 8 to be married. 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Carol Carlson, Associate Editor 


A great big welcome back was extended to 
Eunice Bailey when she _ re-assumed her 
duties as supervisor of the toll billing section. 
Eunice, as you all know, has been absent for 
three months following a cancer operation. 
... An extremely happy Joan Thomsen an- 
nounced her engagement January 4. Joan 
kept the big secret since Christmas and said 
she just about “popped” until the news got 
out. ... Jolene Cole’s brother-in-law returned 
home from Germany, where he has been 
stationed. . . Cleo Hartman celebrated her 
recent birthday with 27 guests at her home. 
Cleo had a bit of ‘‘shocking”’ trouble recently 
while doing the family wash. Not knowing 
there was a short in the wiring, Cleo had 
hold of the hot water faucet and at the same 
time put her hand on the machine. She 
couldn’t let go, and had to scream until her 
husband finally heard her and came to the 


rescue. . .. Kay Bayless is busy as a bee 
getting settled in her new home at 501 So. 
50th. .. . Darlene Boukather and her husband 


were involved in a two-car accident on 32nd 
and O St., January 23. She received cuts and 
bruises and was also in shock. The second car 
was driven by Jerri Morrison's brother-in- 
law. ... Ruth Leuschner received her final 
citizenship papers February 5. . Bob Ross, 
a member of the Sheriff's Posse, joined the 
manhunt around the Bennet area January 28. 
He also helped search the Lincoln area next 
day. . .. Don Nelson took his Boy Scout 
troop on a camping trip, despite snow and 
cold, the last week in January. . Mickey 
Ward is anxiously waiting news from Cali- 
fornia of the birth of her first niece or 
nephew. 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


Off for a week entertaining her sister-in- 
law from Shreveport, Louisiana was Shirley 
Heiliger. Needless to say, her son Brad was 
the happiest person because she was home. 
: . Mary Ellen Foster Wolff and daughter 
visited our office. They will be off to make 
Denver their home very shortly. ... Stella 
Hans, Carolyn Wren and Carol Harter have left 
us to stay home and keep house while waiting 
for the stork to arrive. Stella was guest of 
honor at a baby shower held January 14 in 
the club room. We had a good time even if 
the storm did keep a lot of them home.... 
Marla and Bob Kutz have moved to McCook, 
where Bob will be working for the Bureau 
of Reclamation. He graduated from the U. of 
N. this semester. . . . Our girl of the month 
is Jinny Wurtz who wore her snow boots to 
work and left her shoes at home. She always 
walks wearing low heels and bringing high 
heels with her so the day it snowed she left 
them both at home. Lady luck being with her, 
she found someone in the office with an extra 
pair — her size. .. . George Hancock is work- 
ing on the Membership Committee for the 
YMCA and Charles Arnold is a new member 
of the Junior Chamber of Commerce... . Hats 
off to our bowling stars — Jerry Salber placed 
16th in the singles and Esther Baker was 
really going gung-ho — she placed 14th in the 
singles and, with Verley Duer, 14th in the 
doubles. That wasn’t enough so Esther was 
on the team with Jean Baker, Judy Gilmore, 
Norma Somerheiser and Verley Duer that 
Placed 18th. Nice going for Jerry and Esther 
— we are proud they are L. Com’. 


e @ 
Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


About two years ago the outside plant 
division of the engineering department, now 
18 people, moved into the new building at 
15th and M. A few weeks ago, C. E. Connors, 
transmission engineer, and his staff — O. G. 
Hoffman, C. B. Sieck, R. T. Wakeman, L. Way 
and Loris Pohlenz — also moved into the new 
building. ‘‘About time, too,” states K. E. 
Johnson, one of the equipment engineers with 
whom they had been working cheek by jowl. 
The two groups had started treatments for 
claustrophobia. About half of the depart- 
ment’s personnel are now quartered in the 
new building. ... Bill Lietgeb has moved to 
Lincoln. Our only commuter to Wahoo now is 
Bernard Macholan. ... Ivan Tyrrell is con- 
vinced his stork must have walked all the 
way on hands and knees, but now — finally 
— he is in the market for buttons and bows. 
. . . This month’s scoopnick: Roger Dehning 
has invested in an engagement ring. To the 
question, ‘‘When?” Roger answers with the 
caution typical of an engineer — “Not for a 
couple of years.’ But if we can judge by the 
downhill character of his bowling recently, 
we guess he won’t last that long. ... A. O. 
Andrews, through the years and at his own 
expense, has accumulated a large assortment 
of textbooks on telephony and related fields. 
Most of them he has donated to the depart- 
ment library. Others, because of their age, 
have historical interest and he has donated 
these to the company’s historical collection. 
It is good that someone is preserving the foot- 
prints. ‘‘Looking back,’’ states Andy, ‘‘can by 
the Knowledge of how far we have come 
imbue us with the realization of the future’s 
limitless potential.” 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 
by Marcia V. Watson 


First of all a correction on last month’s 
coverage: Mr. Roberts’ Christmas party was 
for all the second floor, as well as the per- 
sonnel and cafeteria groups. . Credit must 
be given where due and Bill Schumann did 
such commendable work on many of the 


Christmas decorations in the building, par- 
ticularly the tables for the ‘‘Retired Pioneers’ 
Club’’, Mr. Roberts’ party and the tree in the 
cafeteria. ... We welcome Janice Schnuelle 
as the new stenographer in the general plant 
office and Ruth Bartunek as helper in the 
cafeteria. 


Lincoln Traffic 


Kathleen Carey, Associate Editor 


The after-holidays let-down is upon us. 
However, many operators are taking advan- 
tage of the slack time to squeeze in extra- 
curricular holidays. Mona Washut and hus- 
band visited their parents in Montana and 
Wyoming for several weeks. Bettye 
Sheffield took a trip to Tennessee to see 
relatives. . . . Mardelle Favinger traveled to 
Missouri to attend a wedding. . Marcella 
Carlson went to Omaha at 2:00 A. M. one 
cold morning to welcome her husband home. 

. Marguerite Mazuch entertained at a stork 
shower for Verletta Alexander recently. 
Leona Kocsis went to New Jersey to attend 
a funeral. . It’s nice to have Sharon 
Ankrom back to work after her bout with 
surgery. ... Our sincere sympathy to Lucille 
Ohnoutka in the death of her father. 
Frances Duryea is thrilled over the purchase 
of a new home. Jackie Sheldon was 
honoree at a bridal shower given by Arlene 
Fitzpatrick, Verletta Alexander and Maxine 
Richert at Maxine’s home on February 7. 
Perky Hall holds the distinction of being the 
champion pancake eater of Traffic. At the 
recent Kiwanis-sponsored pancake feed Perky 
got away with nine king-sized pancakes. 
Darlene Multer had the misfortune of break- 
ing off the key in the lock of her front door 
the other evening. After much manipulating 
she managed to get it out and it occurred to 
her that her sister, Eloise Baldwin also had a 
key so she called the office to find out where 
it was. Mabel Volpp took the call and got 
really confused running back and forth from 
Eloise to the telephone to say that it was on 
the little red table in the plastic box in the 
black purse. Anyhow, Darlene got in....A 
group of “Brownies’’ toured the office not 
long ago and seemed duly impressed with the 
intricacies of inter-toll dialing and the magic 
of far-away places. At the end of the tour 
we asked if there were any questions, where- 
upon one little freckle face asked solemnly: 
“Why does that desk girl wear that funny 
thing on her thumb?” 


General Commercial 


by Dorothy Bader 


We are quite proud of our General Com- 
mercial men’s bowling team, composed of 
Captain Loran Powell, Joe Hartley, Ken 
Boshart, Ken Lawson, Howard Spahnle and 
George Walroth. They won 46th place in the 
City bowling tournament, in which 450 teams 
entered. . These are busy days for Marilyn 
Belt. She and her new husband are buying 
furniture and getting ready for their move 
to Emerson. We all hope she will be very 
happy in her new home. February 5 was the 
oceasion of a noon luncheon honoring 
Marilyn. ... Bowling and swimming are the 
main topics of conversation these days. 
Marlene Kuhl can be seen every Tuesday 
night coming from the YWCA with wet hair 
(from swimming). Chris Ford can be seen al- 
most any time at any bowling alley trying out 
her new bowling ball. . Omaha was the 
scene of at least two celebrations this month. 
Ruth and Tony Kadavy enjoyed a delayed 
New Year’s celebration on Saturday, January 
18, in Omaha. Marilyn and Jack Lang spent 
Saturday, January 25, in Omaha with friends 
celebrating Marilyn’s birthday. . Marilyn 
Lang was initiated January 22 as Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Delta Delta Wives Club... . 
K. L. Lawson attended a meeting of the 
Eastern Missouri Basin Technical Power 
Group on January 30 and 31 in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, where he appeared on the pro- 
gram. 
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Among our second generation of telephone folk 
is William D. Minich, switchman at the 5-7 
Office. Bill is the son of W. R. Minich, a 35- 
year-plus telephone man of Geneva. Bill works 
the regular trick from four to midnight. 


“Retired’ Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 


Lucy Lyle returned to her hometown of 
E!mwood to attend the Golden Wedding an- 
niversary of some old friends and former 
neighbors ... We were very pleased to have 
C. C. (Doug) Perryman with us at January 
meeting of the Club. Mr. Perryman has been 
absent because of eye trouble . We are 
sorry to learn that Frank Blockwitz has 
found it necessary to return to Veterans Hos- 
pital for further surgery ... Florence McKie 
had, as week-end guests, her brother and 
family from Mason City, Iowa. They were in 
Lincoln attending graduation exercises of 
their son, a student at the College of Art. 


Supply 


This is just about the Russell Rauch issue. 
Have you noticed the ‘sad’ gleam in 
Russell’s eyes? The reason is the non-arrival 
of a grandson and the appearance of his 
second granddaughter, Heidi, born January 27. 
That means also that Russell and Mrs. Rauch 
are entertaining the baby’s older sister at 
their home. The proud parents are Mr. and 
Mrs. Tom Harrington of Bradshaw. Mrs. 
Harrington (Karen Rauch) was employed in 
Supply and Accounting before her marriage. 
- Russell’s son, Bob, who is stationed in 
California in the Navy, has been chosen to 
sing in the Chanteyman Choral Group of 16 
members. This group is much in demand for 
appearances on the west coast. They will 
make a TV appearance on the Ed Sullivan 
show sometime in April, also will appear on 
the programs of Lawrence Welk and Ernie 
Ford. One or all of these programs will be a 
must for Supply employees who know Bob 
from his temporary employment in the Shop. 
. In addition to all of this, Russell shows 
up in a Volkswagen! ... The second Volks- 
wagen in the parking lot belongs to Dorothy 
Wise of Construction. . Ralph Culver is 
the first one from Supply to take his 1958 
vacation. Ralph and Mrs. Culver visited in 
California with friends and relatives. The 
highlight of their trip was a visit with an aunt 
and uncle in Oakland whom they had not 
seen for 25 years. . . . Mildred Rockenbach’'s 
husband, Staff Sergeant Ralph Rockenbach, 
left January 29 on a one-year tour of duty in 
Southern Korea. He is stationed at Matts Air 
Force Base as a food inspector. .. . Friends 
of the Huddleston family were grieved to 
learn of Mrs. Huddleston’s sudden death while 
Mr. and Mrs. Huddleston were visiting their 
family in California. They had just returned 
to the relatives’ home from making arrange- 
ments in buying tickets to come back to Lin- 
coln. While they were visiting, Mrs. Huddle- 
ston became suddenly ill and died with a 
heart attack. ... We also extend sympathy to 
erage in the death of his mother, Janu- 
ary 10. 
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Joe Miller, Lincoln Plant, drove back into the 
garage one bad morning to put on chains. Bend- 
ing low over the wheel, he noticed the odor of 
exhaust fumes, and gave quite an oration about 


Clara Jones, Accounting, hustled 
Out to scrape the frost from her 
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NOW WHERE DIDI \ SSS 
GET THAT PAINT ON 
MY HANDS ? 


Jim Landenberger, Crete, had just 
completed his first CDO installation 


at Clatonia and was showing his work 


to Dan Smith, Chas. Novak and Chuck 
Kermoade. In waving his_ hands he \ 


F Car windows one cold morning. 
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Ray Zimmerman, Lincoln Plant, never ponder- \ 
ed the reason for the old rule "Keep one 
foot on the floor" while shooting snooker, Walter F. Roberts, personnel director, 
until the other noon when he crawled upon \ bundled up too snugly one cold morn 


the table to make a shot and, in dismount- and failed to remove al] the extra 
| ing, banged his head against the light fix- paraphernalia when he arrived at the 
ture, almost knocking himself cold. office. It was mid-morning before a 
kind friend called his attention to 
the muffler that still encircled his 
neck, 
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V. B. Musselman, Engineering, 
was making a great sales effort 


only one working late at the office one 


LS 


— “4 
Dick Spohn, Accounting, thought he was the 


i and as is customary closed the 
oe : fs pose of. He even had some nib- 


on the virtues of a foreign car 
that he had contracted to dis- 
vault door as he departed for home. He was ; operate 
already out the office door when he heard ie ae ea alt a Lincoln 
a faint shout. Dick returned to open the couldn't demonstrate the pro- push a 
/ vault where he discovered a very frightened \ duck. Téwas dn Chiles. Ticks finally 
| young man who had just arrived in town to \ sister ted wont in ed 
help with the annual audit of the books. \ . ‘ | 
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With all her years of experience, 
Clara Costello, Tecumseh, couldn't 


K. L. Lawson signed up _ with his 
General Commercial team to howl in 
the city tournament and was dis- 
pleased no end when none of the 
other team members showed up to 
play at the appointed time and 
place. It helped a bit to find 
that he was the one off schedule, 
being exactly one week early. 


LOOK, SISTER , IF YOU 
CAN'T HEAR ,WHY DON'T 

YOU GET AN EAR 
TRUMPET ? 


MAKE MINE 
WITH ONIONS 
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an "order" telephone at a 
drive-in, (You have to 
button to talk.) Clara 
gave up and shouted her 


order at the top of her voice. 
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Telephony Stakes Its Claim 
in the 


International Geophysical Year 


During the internationai Geophysical Year the world’s 
scientists have joined in a unified effort to increase the fund 
of knowledge concerning Nature and our physical world. Some- 
where, locked in a chamber of undiscovered fact, is the secret 
of the telephone’s perfection, whereby anyone, anywhere, can 
talk to anyone else, wherever they may be—dquickly, clearly, 
privately and economically. 


We are in the midst of a period of unprecedented search 
for knowledge of man’s physical environment in a study that 
is shared by more than 50 nations in simultaneous investiga- 
tions being made all over the world. 

Of all the great projects of research, spanning the entire 
facade of history, none has been so extensive or gigantic as 
IGY—the International Geophysical Year. 

The whole world, literally, has become a laboratory for 
the $250 million cooperative project that began July 1, 1957 
and will end December 31, 1958. 

More than 5000 scientists and engineers are compressing 
into this period the equivalent of a score or more years of 


Telephony is no longer wire-bound; nor can it be continent- 
bound or earth-bound. That's why we have an interest and 
share in the affairs and discoveries of the IGY. For information 
and guidance in the preparation of this article the News is 
indebted to Dr. Robert L. Chasson, director of IGY experiments 
at the University of Nebraska, and to Paul H. Henson, Chief 
engineer of LT&T. 


normal research in an attempt to get a unified picture of our 
vibrant world and its surroundings. 


Their studies encompass almost every land and sea area 
on earth and the skies above The scientists are exploring 
the earth’s crust and core; probing into its interior with 
explosive sound waves. They are sending rockets and satel- 
lites to explore outer space. They are measuring the deep 
ocean currents and the surging tides of the seas. They are 
observing the mysterious particles that continually bom- 
bard the earth from outer space. The various atmospheric 
layers are receiving careful attention. 

More —> 
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Telephony Stakes Its Claim—Continued 

The scientists also are seeking information on weather, 
climate, ice caps, glaciers, gravity, magnetism, earthquakes, 
atmosphere and, indirectly, rocket and satellite propulsion. 

Answers to thousands of questions are being sought. Is 
the climate changing? Are glaciers receding? Will melting 
ice sheets some day flood coastal lands? Where do cosmic 
rays come from and what is their nature? What triggers the 
aurora? What is the relationship between sunspots or solar 
flares and long range radio (or wire) transmission? And 
so on — endlessly. 

The answers will provide new basic knowledge. Possibly 
we may learn the cause and reason for mysterious and 
baffling effects applying to our own industry, effects which 
spring from nature’s phenomena. 


Primarily the telephone industry finds its interest cen- 
tered in the study of the sun. It has long been observed 
that solar flares, erupting from the sun’s surface and reach- 
ing out 100,000 miles and more, create magnetic disturbances 
in the earth’s atmosphere, sometimes resulting in radio and 
telephone communication failures. 


But there are other answers being sought that we will 
undoubtedly need in the future—a future that is already up- 
on us; for as our telephone circuits take to the skyways we 
become increasingly aware of the need to know more 
about the air and the skies above us. 


Investigations in meteorology, oceanography and glaci- 
ology range from studies of the ocean depths to meteor- 
ological effects reaching up to about 100,000 feet. The high 
atmosphere, extending above this height and thinning out 
into nothingness hundreds of miles above the earth, also 
plays a dominate role in the lives of mankind; in the work 
of the world and in telephony. 


Coming under close scrutiny will be sunspots, the sun’s 
corona and the enormous solar flares. Some GPY stations 
will make recordings at radio frequencies of solar noise, 
which is an indication of unusual activity on the sun. 
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Microwave transmission for short-haul tool messages will be inaugurated 
in LT&T-land when the new dial exchanges at Wahoo and David City are 
cut into service. The signals will be beamed from the exchange towers to 
a central tower located near Brainard and thence to the toll center at 
Lincoln. Pictured here is the new exchange building at Wahoo, currently 
occupied by local commercial forces. 
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avid City with its microwave tower and 


reflector already installed. The use of radio transmission for long sas eid 
circuits will probably sound the knell to the ancient bugaboo of the slee 
storm—nature’s most destructive force to toll telephone plant. 


The new exchange building at D 


Successful long distance radio communication depends 
on a region of rarefied, ionized gases, high in the atmosphere. 
This region, which exists at levels of 50 to 250 miles above 
the earth, is known as the ionosphere. Radio waves, emitted 
from a transmitter at a certain point of the earth’s surface, 
strike this region and are reflected, much as a mirror re- 
flects light, to radio receivers many hundreds of miles away. 

Many phenomena of fundamental importance occur in the 
high atmosphere. The fields of geomagnetism, aurora, 
ionospheric physics and cosmic rays are all directly related 
to events which take place at dizzy heights of 50 miles or 
more above the earth. 

The sun dominates most of these events. Solar flares and 
other eruptions of the sun create disturbances In long dis- 
tance radio and telephone communications and produce 
brilliant aurora in the polar regions—and sometimes in 
our own. It was only a few weeks ago that Nebraskans 
saw one of the most vivid auroral displays ever visible in 
these parts. Through most of the night of February 10 the 
shimmering glow of the northern lights played across the 
sky. 

They played hob with our toll circuits, too. Laverne 
Braun, assistant chief at Lincoln, can testify to their caprices, 
for the operators were kept busy restoring connections that 
had broken for no apparent reason. There were numerous 
false signals, where lights would glow on the board but 
there was no one on the circuit when the operator responded. 
Ivan Paddack reported that fuses were even knocked out of 
some carrier systems, resulting in the temporary loss of 
several Omaha circuits. 

The IGY is attempting to unravel the mystery of these 
interferences. The composition and behavior of the iono- 
sphere change radically with the time of day, with season, 
and even from year to year. We know that a solar flare on 
the sun is often followed immediately by an ionospheric 
disturbance which effectively disrupts communications and 


may blot them out completely for short periods of time. 
More —> 
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Telephony Stakes Its Claim—Continued 


Words, Pictures 
Fall Out of Heavens 


C UBA 


“Over-the-horizon” radio relay system beams telephone calls and ¢elevi- 
sion channels between the United States and Cuba. Large antennas, like 
outdoor movie screens, aim the microwave energy into the troposphere where 
it is partially deflected downward to receiving antennas 185 miles away. 


Active sunspots may be followed by a period of intense 
geomagnetic storminess or violent auroral displays and 
concurrently by major paralysis to long distance commun- 
ications. This is especially true in the higher latitudes. 

Another facet of telephone art in which the atmosphere 
plays a leading role is the newly discovered “over-the- 
horizon” or “scatter” method of microwave transmission. 
This employs huge dishes that look like outdoor movie 
screens. These giant antennas now pick up signals beamed 
from as far as 185 miles away, several times farther than is 
possible by the usual “line-of-sight” transmission. The 
signals (UHF) are directed toward the opposing antenna but 
because the curvature of the earth blocks a direct path to 
the receiving structure, the signals travel outward in the 
layer of air surrounding the earth, which is known as the 
troposphere. Large amounts of microwave energy are trans- 
mitted and because of the apparent irregularities in the 
alr masses of the troposphere, some of this energy is re- 
flected or refracted downward. Only a minute portion of 
the original microwave signal is received through this “fall- 
out” at the distant antenna, but this is sufficient to make the 
system work. 

The reception is of very high signal reliability and is 
particularly free from interference. 

The University of Nebraska’s assignment in IGY is in the 
field of cosmic ray research. The experiments at the uni- 
versity are directed by Dr. Robert L. Chasson, Chairman of 
the Department of Physics. 

The existence of cosmic rays has been known for 50 years, 
but their source and precise nature are still uncertain. The 
rays consist largely of streams of powerful, electrically 
charged particles that bombard the earth continuously and 
seemingly come from every direction. The earth literally is 
bathed with them. 

The source of these particles is one of the perplexing 
questions of astrophysics. Some scientists think they come 
from interstellar space; others think they come from the 
sun. It is known that solar activity has a pronounced effect 


on their intensity and behavior, and that cosmic ray activity 
coincides with disturbances in the ionosphere. These, in turn, 
usually produce an adverse effect on communication 
channels. 

The interest of the telephone industry ranges into num- 
erous other recesses of the scientific world and finds further 
ties with IGY. The air itself is the fundamental implement 
for actuating the telephone. We’ll watch with interest the 
use of rockets, rockoons (rockets carried into altitudes of 
about 13 miles by Skyhook balloons before firing), and satel- 
lites, or artificial moons. The rockets provide crucial in- 
formation about the upper atmosphere, but they have two 
limitations: (1) their total flight is extremely short, while 
(2) the time spent in a particular altitude is even shorter. 
Thus there was need for a tool that could provide access to 
data for a longer period of time and over varying heights 
above the earth. 

A satellite can achieve these objectives. We already know 
of the successes that have come to Russian and American 
scientists in putting their respective “moons” into orbit. 
The satellites carry instruments of various kinds used for 
collecting information on temperature, cosmic rays, micro- 
meteorites and other astral particles, pressures, etc. Varia- 
tions in the satellite’s velocity and disturbances in its orbit 
yield information regarding the true shape of the earth and 
the composition of its core, as well as density changes in the 
upper atmosphere. 

Information obtained by the ‘“moon’s” instruments is 
transmitted back to the earth by radio signals, using transis- 
tors developed by the Bell Laboratories. The next step will 
be to equip the radio transmitter with solar batteries (also 
one of telephony’s children) so that it may transmit its infor- 
mation indefinitely. 


Already envisioned is the fixed sphere—a sort of “stay- 
putnik,” whose speed would coincide with that of the 
rotating earth, so that it would remain stationary above a 
given point or city and from that position could perhaps 
act as a central distribution station for power, television and 
telephone facilities and maybe transmit a “day-glow” for 
outdoor night illumination. We shouldn’t get too excited 
about its immediate ascension, for such a satellite would 
necessarily have to be 22,000 miles above the earth according 
to present calculations, a bit too far away to be useful. 

But we cannot discount visions and ideas in this day 
and age, however improbable they may seem. In not too 
many years we'll surely be called upon to establish tele- 
phone communication with manned satellites and after that 
may come the moon—or Mars—or... what? 

Telephony indeed has a huge stake in the march of 
knowledge and in the findings of IGY. 
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Dr. Robert L. Chasson, chairman of the physics department and director 
of IGY cosmic ray experiments at the University of Nebraska, with part of 
the IGY equipment now operative at the university. 
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LT&T “Borrows Five Million Dollars 


William I. Aitken, vice-president, and 
Houghton Furr, secretary-treasurer, 
traveled to Chicago in mid-February 
on an important mission. They were 
there to complete arrangements for 
borrowing five million dollars. The 
mission was successful, although the 
needs of the moment were for about 
half of the $5 million. The balance will 
be “picked up” in a few months. It 
was one of the largest lump-sum trans- 
actions in company history. 

Since World War II, the telephone 
business has seen a period of expansion 
exceeded only by the tremendous surge 
of growth at the turn of the century 
when the Independent industry came 
into being. | 

LT&T has grown mightily during the 
past dozen years and its subscribers 
still are adding to the saturation, Or 
number of telephones per hundred 
population. The use of long distance 1n- 
creases year by year, to our good for- 
tune and fond expectations. 

Yielding to this continuing pressure, 
we are obliged to grow; to add new 
equipment; build more or bigger build- 
ings and embrace new methods of pro- 
viding services. The proposed use of 
microwave transmission for toll mes- 
sages between Lincoln, David City and 
Wahoo is but one of the innovations to 
appear in the immediate future. 

Much of our “grow” money, as most 
employees know, is obtained from in- 
vestors through the sale of stocks and 
bonds. 

The company’s capital structure 1s 
made up of indebtedness, which con- 
sists mainly of mortgage bonds; and 
of equity capital, composed of preferred 
stock, common stock, retained earnings, 
etc. 

As we grow and our financial struc- 
ture increases, we must exercise care 
to maintain a proper balance between 
these forms of capital. . 

Now there is no magical figure to 
dictate this relationship or balance. In 
the past our long-term debt has seldom 
exceeded 50% of the total capitaliza- 
tion. The figure stood at 42.5% at the 
beginning of negotiations to secure the 
additional $5 million. This was the de- 
termining factor in the decision to issue 
additional bonds instead of stock. 

Last year in May, it will be remem- 
bered, the company sold 68,750 shares 
of its common stock, which swung the 
balance in the capitalization structure 
to the equity side. 

The company’s outstanding bonds are 
issued under what is known as “open 
end” indenture, which permits the is- 
suance of similar first mortgage bonds 
as the property account of the company 
increases. Unlike our stock holdings, 
which are distributed among more than 


Sale of new bond issue increases bonded 
indebtedness to $15,000,000 — pointing up 
present needs of our growing company and 
faith in the future of LT&T-land. 


Houghton Furr 


Wm. I. Aitken 


5,000 investors, our bonds are held by 
only 11 corporations, most of them be- 
ing insurance companles. 


Details of the current transaction 
were handled by Dean Witter & Com- 
pany, investment bankers, and by the 
trustees for the bondholders—the Har- 
ris Trust and Savings Bank and its at- 
torney, the firm of Chapman and Cut- 
ler, of Chicago. 


First the banking house sent repre- 
sentatives into our territory to investi- 
gate the company property. They visit- 
ed exchanges and inspected plant and 
properties. After obtaining the neces- 
sary information pertinent to the pro- 
posed bond issue, they prepared a 
prospectus setting forth the condition 
and prospects of the company. This 
they took to a select group of prospec- 
tive investors which happened to be 
those concerns already holding bonds 
of LT&T, with two notable exceptions: 
Midwest Life and Bankers Life of Ne- 
braska—insurance companies of Lin- 
coln, were offered our bonds for the 
first time. 

The entire issue was snapped up as 
if it were a prize item in a bargain 
basement. 

In the mechanics of the transaction, 
the bonds actually were allotted before 
the Board of Directors acted upon their 
issuance. This fits into the normal train 
of events, for in moving such sums of 
money the details and commitments 
are usually investigated before seeking 
authorization to proceed. 

The proposed bond issue was ap- 
proved in turn by the Board of Direc- 
tors, the stockholders and the Railway 
Commission. 


—48{ 5 Be 


The current issue carries an interest 
rate of 4% percent, reflecting the tone 
of the money market at the time of 
the offering. Of the $10 million of 
LT&T bonds outstanding before this 
issue, $7% million yield 2%4 percent 
and $2% million yield 33s percent. 

Because we did not have immediate 
need for the entire $5 million, bonds 
totaling $2,400,000 were released at this 
time. The balance of the issue will be 
made in early June. For the privilege 
of deferring the interest bearing date 
we pay but one percent on the bonds 
so deferred. 

The amount of legal work involved 
in such a transaction staggers the 
imagination. Stack upon stack of docu- 
ments were compiled and assembled by 
the lawyers of the several interests in- 
volved. Thomas C. Woods, as president 
of LT&T, and Houghton Furr, as sec- 
retary-treasurer, signed their names on 
the dotted line perhaps a thousand 
times in the process. Others signed for 
the company in matters of inventory 
and mortgage, too. This led to an amus- 
ing incident which serves as an exam- 
ple of the scrutiny that lawyers some- 
times give to remote possibilities. As 
details were being finalized in Chicago 
for the exchange of bonds for cash on 
February 14, the lawyers for the pur- 
chasing companies asked that Merle 
M. Hale and Paul H. Henson produce 
proof that they occupied their posi- 
tions that day. Their signatures were 
on some of the documents and the at- 
torneys were taking no chances with 
the endorsements. Mr. Hale sent a tele- 
gram to Chicago, stating that the two 
were at their desks that morning. This 
seemed to satisfy the worried bar- 
risters. 

As a final rite, 63 bonds were signed 
and delivered to the buyers at Chicago 
on February 14. There would have been 
fewer bonds to sign, but some of the 
institutions divided their share of bonds 
into amounts representing purchases 
for various trusts for which they were 
acting. Otherwise only 11 bonds would 
have been required—one for each of 
the purchasing institutions. 

From humble beginnings, we have 
grown into a large company and our 
capital structure has grown apace. Cer- 
tainly we have not yet reached the 
limit of the expansion of our physical 
plant. New financing undoubtedly will 
be required in the future as it has in 
the past. Economic conditions affect the 
financial markets of the country and 
have their bearing on the type of fi- 
nancing that may be found prudent 
and profitable. We can be well assured 
that the company will continue to exert 
every effort to preserve its present high 
securities rating through proper and 
adequate financing. 


| HEALTH—BENEFITS—SECURITY 


As employees build up their years of service with LT&T they 
accumulate rights and benefits of various kinds, some of which 
become more extensive and valuable as the service record increases. 
This particularly applies to pension rights, death benefits, time 
allotments for sickness and accident payments, and vacation periods. 
Payments under the Benefit Plan, wages for time not worked, and 
miscellaneous other benefits and concessions amount to nearly one- 
fourth of the total payroll. 


How Are Thin s With LT&T? 


(Annual Report to Employees for the Year 1957) 


| The company provides, for those employees who wish it, free 
influenza inoculations in the fall; and in 1957 about 1000 
employees completed the three inoculations of Salk vaccine treat- 
ment to ward off polio attacks. 


This special report is made each year to employees of LT&T that they may 
know more about their company, its problems and progress. Like most other lines | 
of endeavor the telephone company competes for the public’s good graces, its 
trade and its dollars. In our business all employment and payroll come from 
our customers and the only positive job security is customer security. That’s why 
we emphasize courtesy and consideration in all our dealings with subscribers; 
why we advertise the company and its services; why we like to see LT&T em- 
ployees become solid citizens and take their place in the affairs of their community. 


First-aid and safety are heavily stressed in those departments 
where jobs are subject to accident hazards. Recreational facilities 
are provided for most employees and all are entitled to participate 
in company sponsored parties, picnics and special events. 


During the course of 1957, changing economic conditions created some prob- 
lems in planning and management, but these were met in stride and the company 


continued to add to its stature in many important fields. 


Long distance usage 


was particularly gratifying as it climbed to a new high record when compared 


with former years. 


LT&T'S PEOPLE 


At the year’s end 1475 employees, numbering 674 men and 80] 
women, were listed on the company’s rolls. Personal turnover was 
measurably reduced during 1957, possibly because of general 
economic conditions. As the normal turnover is mainly among newer 
employees, the average employee thus became a bit older—and 
probably wiser, because of a longer service record. We've always 
been proud of our career people; their capabilities and performances. 
We could neither conduct our business nor continue to give good 


service without the energy and ability of the highly trained folk on 
Our payroll. 


Traditionally, telephone jobs are ‘‘steady’’ jobs; as stable and 
secure as a firmly anchored local company providing an essential 
service can make them. We like to see young people come into 
the organization with the expectation of making the telephone 
business a life’s career. LT&T ranks, at all levels, are filled with 
employees who did so—and found their association with the com- 
pany to be one of mutual worth, appreciation and reward. 


The training curriculum also extends into the management bracket. This 
is a “Human Relations in Management” class conducted last year. 


C. B. Meshier, district plant manager, presents a 35-year service emblem 
to Ivan Paddack as a group of fellow workers look on. 


WAGES and JOBS 


Year by year the telephone business is changing. Where once 
the ‘‘all-around’’ telephone man and the local operator were bul- 
warks of the industry, nowadays we find need in all positions for 
specialized knowledge and skills. The company has several training 
programs available to employees to help them prepare for jobs of 
greater responsibility and higher pay. Last year 116 employees 
stepped up the ladder to positions of higher classification. 


In November, a general wage increase applied to employees 
throughout the organization. Other salary increases were granted to 
some on the basis of merit or as they passed ‘’progression steps’’ at 
specific intervals. Total wage costs in 1957 were $5,886,527, or 
$324,510 more than in 1956. 
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Plant cutover crew awaiting the signal to pull the fiber spacers that will 
set the new Beatrice dial equipment into operation. 


STATE OF LT&T 


LT&T is growing. It must do so to take care of current demands 
for service to meet the challenge which the future will surely hold 
in the need for far-flung communications. 

As a company we face this future in excellent health; strong 
and sufficient plantwise, financially and in trained personnel. That's 
because we are constantly at work maintaining our position in these 
respects. The year 1957 added its bit to our stability. 

Normally the record for the year would have appeared to be a 
good one, but it suffered in comparison with that of 1956 in some 
categories. Operating revenue (income) was $11,472,100, or 
5.07% more than in 1956; but telephone expense increased 6.57 % 
to $9,691,696. Asa result of the increased expense, net operating 
income, after meeting interest obligations, was $68,529 less than 
in 1956. 

Some figures of interest from the annual report of 1957 
include: Payment for salaries and wages, $5,886,527. Depre- 
ciation expense, $1,536,296. Toll operating revenues, $4,084,100. 
Dividends on preferred stock, $225,000. Dividends on common 
stock, $653,135. Average plant in service per LT&T telephone, 
$298. Retained earnings, $428,550. 

In April 1957 the company sold 68,750 shares of its common 
stock at $43 per share. The gross proceeds of $2,956,250 were 
used for growth and service improvements. 


An added health benefit of 1957 was the completion of a series of three 
polio inoculations to about 1,000 employees. 


SERVICE and PROGRESS 


In 1957 we spent more than $5 million in gross additions, 
bringing our total plant figure at year-end to $41,673,381. We op- 
erated 133,295 telephones of which more than 81% were dial. 
This represents a gain of 4,290 telephones for the year. 


The telephone was used more often for both local and long 
distance calls in 1957. About 691,000 local calls were made in 
our territory during an average day. Long distance calls averaged 
13,291 per day—or about 5.6% more than in 1956. 


In December the Board of Directors approved a $1,750,000 
addition to the company’s building at 15th and M, Lincoln. Con- 
struction was then in progress on new exchange buildings at Wahoo 
and David City and on a new garage building at 21st & L, Lincoln. 
The new Beatrice dial exchange was cut into service in June, as 
direct distance dialing was introduced to LT&T-land. Exchanges at 
Beatrice, Ashland, Dunbar, Bennet, Ohiowa, Carleton, Pickrell, 
Dawson and Pleasant Dale were converted to dial operation during 
the year. 


» 5 . came tachi x! 
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Microwave towers rising from our two newest exchange buildings point 
to the future pathway for toll circuits. Perhaps local circuits, too, 
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1. We’ll make her hard to iden- 
tify by saying she retired in 
1948. 


ies 


a 


3. She is not a runner. 


11. A westerner, too. 


Down Memory Lane 
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4. Here’s a tip fo 


Ss 


5. Named for a bird from 
Kansas. 


r you. 


8. Big Chief Setting Sun. 


12. Walton farmer. 13. Harvard graduate. 
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2. She is “full of good works.” 
(Acts IX, 36.) 


fellow. 


10. At the river’s end. 


14. Apprentice switchman. 


uncing --The Glass Bowl Incentive 


Merchandisers of 1958 


have chance to win 


fine prize in monthly 


drawing. 


Consistent selling leads 
to better opportunity to 
carry away the Grand 


Prize at Year's end. 


Merchandising, during 1958, takes on 
an added incentive with the announce- 
ment—made in early March—that em- 
ployees who earn sales credits during 
any month become eligible to win a 
prize to be awarded at the month’s 
end. 


Employees who sell consistently 
through the year would thus have a 
chance to win a prize at the end of 
each month in which their sales were 
made. 


The mechanics of the prize awarding 
are these: The names of all employees 
who make sales during a certain month 
are inscribed on slips of paper which 
are sealed in separate capsules. The 
capsules are dropped into a large glass 
bowl. At the end of the month a draw- 
ing will be made to determine the win- 
ner of a prize; ‘a very worthwhile 
prize,” to quote Bill Quinn, sales super- 


visor. The winner then will be an- 


nounced in the following month’s 
News. 


All the capsules, accumulated 
through the year, will be held until 
the year-end for the drawing of the 
Grand Prize, and eligibility for this 
drawing will be retroactive to January 
1. Therefore any employee who earns 
sales credits during several months of 
the year will have the same number of 
capsules containing his or her name in 
the bowl, thus multiplying the chance 
to be the Grand Prize winner. This 
Grand Prize, we are told, is going to be 
something to tell your grandchildren 


about. 


The year is starting out in fine fa- 
shion for employee sales. Through 
February 28, 129 employees already 
had participated and amassed a credit 
of 419 service requests and 468 sales, 
totaling $6,709 in annual gross rev- 


enue. 


Af 9 He 


Those already showing a credit of more 
than $200 in annual gross revenue are: 


Harvey Armagost, David City 
Velma Bock, Geneva 

Betty Christensen, Nebraska City 
E. J. Flowerday, Hastings 

Theo. Frycek, Geneva 

Paul Guelker, Beatrice 

Merl Sherman, Hastings 


Top extension salesmen as of February 28: 


Gerald Caley; “Fairbury. -<ieliiess-cicectetictecs 4 
Leland Hodoe, Beotricé «........<ccccsscscceee: 4 
Dewey Lewis; LINCOIN: .d.iecestiistscevecscsondieeed 4 
George Heikes, Beatrice ....................----+- 4 
:oal Genrich;. "BeGtriGe 2ccu<lecodetecpct vanes 3 
Paul Guelker, Beatrice ..............-..2.2.--.---- 3 
Virainia: Wortz,. Lincolry ....2.c..c0s.nccnrees 3 
Bill. Behrriss WVGQHOO mnsccavesess cdesecetcorccacesinaks Z 
Marlene Holsten, Lincoln .............-...-..---- 2 
Paul Winseot, EMCO: ccccccciveosicseeeccxcen 2 
Top salesmen of color telephones: 

Betty: Thormieen, - LIMCOM: cxcnccsec tec eacessec eds 9 
Betty Christensen, Nebraska City -........... S 
Jody: SOMES:  LAREGUN: -cccniocvigesnasacerdvnctnd tad 5 
Harold Kempt,. Hostinds: ...:.cc.-secscsccieeenas 5 
thelma: Tritsch, -Plattsmiout. ...2.2.c56csenece 5 
Grace Heigl, PIGtesiniGutn: cssscscetacecscccensses 4 
Marlene Holsten, Lincoln ....................2.-- 4 
Lillian: Sowers; LAncoly | .sccin< cesses enecee ann 4 
Virginia: Wurtz; ‘Lincoln: a2 <tsccsacecscnpeveccce ...4 
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Lincoln Telephone News 


Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


Our Ball and Chain 


Like the man who came to dinner, 
war-time tax increases seem to stay 
forever. 


During World War II, excises on 
transportation and communication were 
Sharply increased to discourage un- 
necessary use of these vital facilities. 
These increases are still in force. 


These excise taxes themselves are 
harmful and oppressive to the economy. 
Transportation excises discriminate, for 
example, between business firms lo- 
cated at varying distances from a given 
market, because the amount of tax 
varies with the distance, being based 
on the size of the freight bill. Thus the 
tax becomes a barrier to the free flow 
of trade. 


The taxes on communications are 
equally unfair. Here,too, the tax in- 
creases with the distance, being deter- 
mined by the size of the toll bill. 
Further, the communication taxes dis- 
criminate against the telephone and 
telegraph systems in favor of the postal 
service, which of course is tax exempt. 


These excises fall on necessities 
rather than luxuries, and so impede 
the movement of essential commerce. 


Our Cover 


Again a shot heard around the world 
—the charge that fired Russia’s man- 
made moon. Again an urgent call for 
Americans to help in time of crisis. 

Today a revolution is taking place; 
not on the battlefields of Concord and 
Lexington, but in our country’s class- 
rooms. For with the launching of Sput- 
nik, a challenge was hurled at our en- 
tire system of education. 

To answer this challenge we must 
raise our sights and reexamine our 
standards which must, in the future, 
include student goals for achievement, 
parental supervision and stimulation as 
well as an over-all increased respect for 
intellectual attainment. 

Scientific minds are needed also in 
the telephone industry, and the need 
will increase with the years. We urge 
you to read of telephony’s stake in the 
IGY (Page 2) for a glimpse of the prob- 
lems and progress we may expect in the 
future. 


lt Gets There Fustest With 
the Mostest 


A time or two in the past this mag 
has pointed to the Home State Bank at 
Humboldt as being a progressive and 
alert establishment—and a good friend 
of LT&T. We’ll redouble that bid after 
seeing a copy of a letter under the date 
of February 21, sent by the Home State 
to its correspondent banks. The letter 
reads: 

To Our Correspondent Banks: In the 
future will you please, rather than wiring 
us On any transit or other items, telephone 
us collect. This will give us an opportunity 
to secure the information more completely 
and, in our opinion, more quickly than we 
have been able to do in the past.”’ 

The letter was signed by Otto Kotouc, 
Jr., president and cashier. 


Ethel Patrick Dies 


It is with a great measure of sorrow 
that we must record the death of Ethel 
Patrick at Laramie, Wyoming on Feb- 
ruary 24. Mrs. Patrick retired as chief 
operator at Fairmont 
in September 1950, 
coinciding with the 
conversion of that 
exchange to dial op- 
eration. However, the 
greater portion of her 
active service was 
spent at the Waco 
switchboard. It was 
there that she was 
employed as chief 
operator-cashier in 
July 1929 and for the following 16 years 
served Waco subscribers with complete 
dedication and devotion. 


Mrs. Patrick was extremely unfort- 
unate in not being able to enjoy the 
fruits and benefits of retirement, for 
her health broke within a few months. 
After a short period of hospitalization 
in York county, she went to Laramie, 
Wyoming, where her daughter resides. 
There her remaining years were spent 
in a convalescent hospital, she being 
able to be about only on rare occasions. 


Funeral services were held Friday, 
February 28, at the Methodist Church 
at Shickley. 


We're Only Kidding 


If you are the first in the office every 
morning and the last to leave at night; 
never absent; always work through the 
lunch hour and never take time for a 
break—one day your boss will come 
over to your desk and say, “I’ve been 
watching you very closely. Just what 
the heck are you up to, anyhow? Trying 
to steal my job?” 


Double Damage in Fatal Accident 


Two pieces of telephone property stood in the path of a death car 
beside highway 77 in North Beatrice on the evening of February 13. The 
driver of the northbound car, Roy Oden, apparently was attempting to 
pass a truck when he lost control of the vehicle on the snow covered 
highway. The car careened from the pavement, sheared off a telephone 
pole and struck a road sign before it crashed into an outdoor telephone 
booth. One of the passengers, Floyd Mohr, was thrown from the door and 
pinned between the car and the telephone booth. He died en route to the 


hospital. 


Mr. Mohr’s wife worked at the cafe near which the booth was standing 
and was a witness to the accident. The driver was charged by the county 
attorney ‘with operating a motor vehicle while under the influence of 
liquor at a rate of speed greater than was reasonable and without malice 


causing the death of Mr. Mohr.” 


The pole had to be replaced by a construction crew and the booth was 
sent to the general repair shop to determine if it could be renovated. 


In the picture, taken by the Beatrice Sun photographer shortly after the 
accident, Officer Don Lukeroth is making his investigation at the site of the 


fatal impact. 


TEMBA In Another Banner 
Year 


If the proof of a successful year lies 
in such things as having more mem- 
bers, receiving more money and provid- 
ing greater service, the Telephone 
Employees Mutual Benefit Association 
can point to 1957 as its biggest and best. 
Oddly, though, TEMBA operated at a 
larger deficit than ever before, a fact 
that is directly related to the splendid 
coverage and liberal payments made on 
claims of its members. 

There were 1,111 on the rolls of the 
organization on December 15. Dues for 
1957 amounted to $46,008 compared 
with $39,406 for the year before. Bene- 
fits paid totalled $49,947, leaving a 
deficit for the year of $3,939. 

Officers and directors elected to serve 
during 1958 are as follows: A. O. An- 
drews, president; R. J. Connors, vice 
president; K. J. Boshart, secretary, 
Walter F. Roberts, treasurer. Dorothy 
Bader was named assistant secretary 
and Joan Moorberg assistant treasurer. 

Directors include the four officers 
and R. M. Cleveland, Lioyd Oglesby, 
Roy Brendle, Gay Henderson, Florence 
Tatman, Marie Pearson, H. W. Spahnle, 
W. D. Quinn, C. W. Helm, R. V. Clifford 
and C. F. Schleufer. H. W. Spahnile is 
the retiring president. 


Auxiliary’ Pioneers 


The bylaws of the national associa- 
tion, ITPA, were changed last October 
to include a new type of member—the 
Auxiliary Pioneer. These may be per- 
sons, say the bylaws, who are wives or 
husbands of active members. They will 
have all the privileges of active mem- 
bership except the right to vote in as- 
sociation elections. Dues are $2.00 per 
year. 

A letter was sent to members of the 
Frank H. Woods Chapter telling of the 
new order, and applications for mem- 
bership immediately began to arrive 
at the secretary’s desk. By late Febru- 
ary a total of 23 Auxiliaries already 
were on the rolls. Listed below are 
their names in the order in which their 
applications were received: 


AUXILIARY MEMBERS LOCATION SPOUSE 
Elsie Hedges Hastings Tommy 
Ople K. Simpson Lincoln Deke 
Lucile A. Hartley Lincoln Joe 
Lida I. Royce Lincoln Ernie 
Anne G. Shirey Lincoln Les 
Minnie B. Donaldson Lincoln Bob 
Jennie E. Williams Stromsburg Smick 
Violet R. Nelson York Sterling 
Irma R. Mankamyer Sutton Jack 
W. L. Watson Lincoln Marcia 
Hazel T. Strasser Lincoin Fred 
Irene Ray Beatrice Ted 
Viola A. Dennis Lincoln Jarvis 
Ruby F. Foster Lincoln Swede 
Pearl K. Roland Crete Stub 
Ann J. Livingston Lincoln Les 
Frank S. Henline Lincoln Myrtle 
Esther B. Hobson Lincoln John 
Pearl Hedstrom Hastings Kelly 
Lorna M. Velte Lincoln Herb 
Myra Dougherty Lincoln Elmer 
Meta Bettenhausen Lincoln Fred 
Ruth N. Reed Lincoln John 


When Value Cannot Be 
Measured 


EO FONE crete rend 


Evelyn Agena 


Such an occasion climaxed the ef- 
forts of Evelyn Agena, Lincoln Traffic, 
on February 11 when she was called 
upon to locate W. J. Strohecker, who 
was traveling somewhere in his exten- 
sive territory. The successful quest was 
completed in four hours of diligent 
pursuit and though the call brought 
the most distressing news to Mr. Stro- 
hecker, he was thoughtful enough to 
write M. M. Hale a few days later in 
compliment to Evelyn’s work. The 
letter follows: 

“Dear Mr. Hale: A week ago Tuesday my 
wife passed away very suddenly. She was 
alone with our housekeeper, who at once 
called our neighbor, Mr. Dan Haney, who 
immediately began trying to locate me out 
in my territory. After four hours | was 
finally located. Dan said if it had not been 
for the wonderful cooperation he received 
from the long distance operator #71 he pos- 
sibly could not have found me. He said she 
stayed with the call until | was finally 
reached at Marysville, Kansas. | would like 
to know the name of this person so that | 
could thank her personally for the wonderful 
job she did. 

Sincerely, W. J. Strohecker.”’ 

We are glad to identify Miss Agena 
as Operator 71 and congratulate her for 
exemplifying the Spirit of Service for 
which operators have been noted from 
the dawn of telephone history. 


Happiness Ahead 


Phyllis Shanks became the bride of De- 
Lynn Rippe in a ceremony performed Febr- 
uary 16 at the Lutheran Church in Auburn. 
Phyllis is employed in Auburn Traffic. 

Shirley Wilson of Lincoln Traffic was 
united in marriage to Kenneth Slagel at the 
Lakeview Methodist Church on March 1. 
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Death of Henry Ewarth 


Henry Ewarth, janitor for the 21 & 
L building at Lincoln, died unexpect- 
edly Monday, February 24, while under 
observation at a Lincoln hospital. Mr. 
Ewarth was 58 years of age and had 
been employed with LT&T since May 
1951. His contacts about the organiza- 
tion were limited because his work 
has always been on irregular shifts. 
For the past few years his hours have 
been from 4 p.m. to midnight. 


Mr. Ewarth seemingly was in good 
health until a few weeks ago when an 
apparent attack of flu preceded the 
symptoms that indicated the heart ail- 
ment to which his death was attributed. 
Funeral services were held at Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Lincoln, on February 
28. 


A New Danger 


Several times in the past, this maga- 
zine has “spoken out” in support of 
our American educational system; the 
necessity of more and modern class- 
rooms; better trained and better paid 
teachers; and the need for encourag- 
ing our promising students in the pur- 
suit of greater knowledge. 


We have a selfish reason for taking 
this stand: The telephone industry is 
rapidly sweeping into the electronic 
field and the need for recruits trained 
in the arts and sciences presents a con- 
tinual and growing problem. Tomor- 
row’s telephone business will be oper- 
ated by skilled technicians and we 
should not relax in our efforts to en- 
courage and promote the training of 
young minds in advanced education. 


But America is now faced with the 
need for a united effort to make certain 
that long-range defense and business 
demands for scientific manpower will 
be met. The sudden revelation of Rus- 
sia’s progress in science makes us 
acutely aware of the urgency of the 
program. And this very urgency in it- 
self carries a dangerous overtone. 

It is in situations such as this that the 
questing hand of bureaucracy reaches 
out to grasp more power. 

The education of our young is a field 
in which dictatorial measures by gov- 
ernment should not be tolerated. We 
should be wary of all proposals for 
federal intervention in the education of 
scientists, for example. That would 
amount to intervention in the shaping 
of our youths’ minds. Such proposals 
as testing, guidance, teacher’s training 
and scholarships—offered by the gov- 
ernment — might propagate welfare 
state addicts. The controls in education 
must remain with the state, the com- 
munity and the faculty. Eternal vigil- 
ance is the price of liberty—in mind as 
well as in body. 


Bowlers Hit Their Stride 


The past month has seen the record: 
ing of some super efforts on the part 
of company bowlers. The biggest series 
was rolled by Jerry Salber, who fired 
another 610 to head the Wednesday 
league with indentical high games. Roy 
Mills and Jimmie Ehlers tied with 
games of 256 to share the lead in that 
column. Other fine scores include 
the 596 of Roy Mills and the 594 
of Carl Ahl, both on the Accounting 
team in the Wednesday league. The 
oddity of the month was the “Dutch 
200” rolled by Phil Garvey, who spared 
in the 1, 3, 5, 7 and 9 frames and struck 
in the 2, 4, 6, 8, and 10 frames to post 
a score made up of multiples of 20. 


Shirley Heiliger had her left-handed 
hookball darting into the 1-2 pocket all 
evening on February 28 and amassed 
the season’s high total of 545. Esther 
Baker also entered the charmed circle 
with a 512. Best games of the month 
were Jean Baker’s 202, Vera Heins’ 201 
and Margaret Steffen’s 200. 


T-T Tournament in Progress 


New champions will emerge in the 
table tennis tournament which is draw- 
ing to its close as this is written. No 
tournament was held last year, but Gay 
Henderson was singles champ in 1956 
while Carl Ahl and Bob Clifford 
teamed to win the doubles. The respec- 
tive champions entered this year’s bat- 
tle but have gone down to defeat in 
earlier rounds. Last alive in the singles 
bracket were Eisenbarth, Clifford, 
Stall, Patterson and Cardwell. Doubles 
teams in the quarter finals were Cham- 
berlain-Eisenbarth, Ward-Smith, Card- 
well-Arnold and Henderson-Stall. 


Company-wide Bowling 
Tournaments 


The personnel department has an- 
nounced the date, time and place for 
the company-wide gatherings for men 
and women bowlers. Both events will 
be held at Bowl-Mor Lanes, Lincoln, 
with the men competing Sunday, April 
13, and the women on Sunday, April 
20. Entry blanks and other informa- 
tion, including howmucnhdoesitcost, 
have been mailed to all employees. All 
entry fees, above the cost of bowling, 
will be redistributed to the hopeful 
keglers as prize money. The day-long 
competition will be concluded with an 
evening dinner, compliments of the 
company. ; 

Last year, Buck Duer, Construction, 
and Shirley Heiliger, Lincoln Commer- 
cial, dominated the two tournaments 
as they swept to top spots in singles, 
all events-scratch and all events-handi- 
cap. Doubles crowns were won by J. H. 
Buck and John Summers and by Shir- 
ley Heiliger and Marlene Wait, re- 
spectively. Team events went to Con- 
struction No. 4 and the Scatter Pins. 

Early returns of the entry blanks in- 
dicate that this year’s tournaments 
will shatter all previous records for 
attendance. 


Headlines 


New member, appointed to a three-year 
term on the board for the Hastings Com- 
munity Chest, is E. J. Flowerday, area 
manager. 

James W. Dudgeon, Hastings Commer- 
cial retired, was appointed to the Hastings 
Parks Commission for a three-year term by 
Mayor Fred Barth. 


Bowlers Three 


“wei 


"Jest Can't Wait—" 


Highest Average 


—for the ladies’ tournament Currently sporting the highest And that’s not such an easy 
to roll around. Last year she individual average among LT&T task, even for such an expert as 
teamed with Shirley Heiliger to Lincoln bowlers, though he Roy Mills. It took a string of 


capture the doubles crown with doesn’t roll 


in 


the telephone eight straight strikes and some 


a sizzling 1089. Maybe you league, Bedric Wanek hits 180 good spare shooting to roll up 


guessed—she is Marlene Wait in the Hollywood Classic league. his great 256 game and, as 
Nuttleman of Lincoln Com- His best efforts are a 250 game Roy says, “for the first time | 
mercial. and a 637 series this season. bowled my weight.” 
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Volleyball Girls Close Their 
Season 


It may be that volleyball is on its 
way back to popularity with LT&T 
athletes. That certainly holds true with 
the group pictured above, who wore 
the company colors during the season 
just completed. 


The young ladies, of their own voli- 
tion, formed the team and, with the 
blessing of the personnel department, 
were equipped with new signature 
blouses and entered in the B-2 volley- 
ball league. Eleanor Grabowski and 
Bonnie Barr, both of Accounting, acted 
as playing captains, while their hus- 
bands took over the responsibility of 
co-coaches—if there is such a euphonic 
title. 


During the course of the league sea- 
son our girls won four and lost eight 
games. They were knocked out of the 
tournament when they were forced to 
forfeit because of illness of two team 
members. 


We think the ladies should have a 
big hand for their effort and persis- 
tence. The marked improvement of 
the squad over the season’s play bids 
well for their future, should they carry 
on in seasons to come. In the picture, 
kneeling, from left: Alberta Kirchhoff, 
Elaine Soukup and Bonnie Barr. Stand- 
ing: Twila Wert, Darlene Timm, Bon- 
nie Schnitcker, Eleanor Grabowski and 
Janice Post. 


Having fun is like buying insurance; 
the older you get, the more it costs. 


A motorist who had just crashed into 
a telephone pole and brought down the 
wires recovered consciousness to dis- 
cover himself clutching the wires. 
“Thank Heaven,” he exclaimed. “It’s a 
harp.” 


L. G. Saunders 
Lincoln 
40 Years 


SERVICE 


A2 YEARS H. G. Peachman, Lincoln. 

A1 YEARS Elsie Andrews, Lincoln. 

AO YEARS L. G. Saunders, Lincoln. 

39 YEARS H. S. Knudson, Lincoln; L. W. 
Winscot, David City. 

38 YEARS F. J. Bettenhausen, Lincoln. 

37 YEARS Frank Nevitt, Beatrice. 

36 YEARS L. C. Williams, Stromsburg. 

35 YEARS H. W. Cane, Lincoln. 

32 YEARS D. C. Gilmore, Lincoln. 

31 YEARS Mina Jorgensen, Lincoln; Vivian 
Kinghorn, Auburn. 

30 YEARS H. W. Stroup, Lincoln. 

29 YEARS P. A. Wilkinson, Lincoln. 

28 YEARS Alice Peters, York. 

271 YEARS L. T. Piper, York. 

24 YEARS W. F. Grant, Lincoln; J. H. 
Roland, Crete. 

20 YEARS Irene Smalldon, Fairbury. 

19 YEARS Opal Allison, Juanita Schleif, Lin- 
coln; Frances Erwin, Fairbury. 

17 YEARS Dea Hays, York; Dorothea Heck- 
man, Lincoln. 

16 YEARS Wilhelmine Sanmann, York; A. E. 
Stansbury, Lincoln. 

15 YEARS Lola Hetherington, Lincoln; Anna- 
belle Stocker, Fairbury. 

14 YEARS Anna Menninga, Beatrice. 

13 YEARS Lulu Brockie, Wymore. 

12 YEARS Bertha Andersen, Superior; Norma 
Dettmer, Syracuse; R. M. Hromadka, Hast- 
ings; Marguerite Ienn, York; M. F. Jenkins, 
Lincoln; Kathryn Widick, Beatrice. 

11 YEARS Jean Baker, Christine Ford, R. C. 
Hawkins, Chris Lyberis, Lincoln; W. W. Har- 
rington, Tecumseh. . 
10 YEARS Eunice Applegate, Weeping 
Water; Ruth Corter, Beatrice; H. W. Robin- 
ette, V. P. Spears, Lincoln; Betty Steele, 
Crete; Elaine Teten, Nebraska City. 

9 YEARS Zelda Edwards, Wymore; G. W. 
Heikes, Beatrice; J. A. Krhounek, K. E. Ver- 
saw, D. E. Williams, Lincoln. 

7 YEARS Dorothy Appleman, Blanche Buel, 
J. F. Drake, L. J. Powell, Lincoln; F. H. 
Arvanette, Jr., Hastings; D. L. McCoy, Te- 
cumseh. 

6 YEARS D. M. Bollman, Superior; L. A. 
Connealy, R. H. Greb, M. O. Ifland, Lin- 
coln: Irene Thies, Tecumseh; Rosalie Wit- 
kowski, Beatrice. 

5 YEARS Geraldine Morrison, June Sches- 


sler, Lincoln. 
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Lola Hetherington 
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Vv. P. Spears 
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Betty Steele 
Crete 
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Annabelle Stocker 
Fairbury 
15 Years 


Ruth Corter 
Beatrice 
10 Years 


H. W. Robinette 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Elaine Teten 
Nebraska City 


§. B. Mason Dies 


Schuyler B. Mason, 61, night janitor 
at the 15th and M building, Lincoln, 
died while on duty at about 11 o’clock 
on the night of February 4. His death 
was attributed to a heart attack, al- 
though the symptoms took the form 
of a violent cough or cold. 


In the earlier part of the evening he 
had been advised by A. L. Griffis, sub- 
foreman, that he should take the night 
off, but Mr. Mason demurred, saying 
that he was sure he would be all right 
after the coughing paroxysm had 
passed. Later he collapsed as he sat in 
the janitor’s office, and apparently had 
expired before an ambulance arrived. 


Mr. Mason had been employed with 
the company only since May, 1956. 
Funeral services were held Friday, 
February 7, at Auburn. 


Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. Duane Ahrens are the proud 
parents of a daughter, Julie Ann, born Jan- 
uary 22. Crystol is on leave from Superior 


L¥attic, 


A son was born to Mr. and Mrs. Leland 
Everett on February 17. Dorothy is on leave 
from Nebraska City Traffic. 


The stork braved the severe cold weather 
and added another boy to the Carl Franzen 
household. Donald Carl was born February 
7. Carl is a combinationman at Pawnee City. 


Mr. and Mrs. Dean Hamilton announce the 
birth of a daughter on February 5. Dean is 
employed in Lincoln Commercial. 


A son, Ronald Dean, arrived at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. August Jenson on February 
25. August is employed in Seward Plant. 


Mr. and Mrs. D. E. Jones are the proud 
parents of a boy, Donald, Jr., born January 
24. Don, Sr. is a construction foreman head- 
quartered at Beatrice. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kennedy announce 
the arrival of a daughter on January 13. Bob 
is employed in Engineering. 


Mr. and Mrs. R. W. Lane, jr. announce 
the birth of a boy, Kirk William, on Febr- 
uary 12. Ross is a construction foreman 
working out of Lincoln. 


A son, Michel Dale, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Ronald Overman on February 8. Ronald 
is employed in the Lincoln “3” Office. 


Mr. and Mrs. John Richards are the 
proud parents of a girl, Diane Marie, born 
January 14. John is employed in Nebraska 
City Construction. 


A son, Rodney Keith, arrived at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Richardson on 
February 5. Virginia is on leave from Hast- 
ings Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Stahly announce the 
arrival of a son, David Wayne, on February 
27, Wayne is employed in Accounting. 


Promotions -- Transfers -- Title Changes 


R. W. Swanson D. J. Christle 


Commercial 

R. W. Swanson, installer-repairman, PBX, 
central wire chief's office, Plant, to com- 
mercial representative, Lincoln. 

Engineering 

D. J. Christle, engineering assistant to 
engineer. 

Plant 

F. C. Asper, switchman, Lincoln to David 
City. 

Floyd Barnett, shopman to equipment re- 
pairman, Supply. 

O. L. Clark, testman to toll testman, Lin- 
coln. 

A. L. DeBacker, combinationman to switch- 
man, Hastings. 

Paul Flowers, groundman to lineman (Con- 
struction), Lincoln. 

Harvey Gesch, equipment repairman, Sup- 
ply, to combinationman, wire chief's office, 
Lincoln. 

Darlene Griffin, clerk-typist to assignment 
clerk, central wire chief’s office, Lincoln. 


New Employees 


General Commercial 


Annette Luthy........ Stenographer........ 2- 3 
Engineering 
Jeanine Sherman....Stenographer........ 1-27 
Plant 
Bernard Christner..Jant., Lincoln .... 2-10 
Robert Garrison..Grdmn., Lincoln .... 2-18 
Donald Hansen ..Grdmn., Lincoln . 1-27 
James Jacobsen..Grdmn., Lincoln .... 1-28 
Leonard Larson...... Jant., Hastings .. 1-23 
Roe Bec: OCIS eos: Jant., Lincoln .... 2-12 
Traffic 
Jean Bauers .......... Opr., Lincoln .... 2-10 
Frances Bailey ...... Opr., Lincoln 2-10 
Elizabeth Brown*....Opr., Weeping 
Water _ 2- | 
Sharon Fisbeck ...... Opr., Fairbury .. 2-10 
Zelma Fobben* ....Opr., Hastings .. 2- 9 
Carol Henry* ........ Opr., Hastings .. 2- 3 
Delores Hutchison ..Opr., Lincoln .... 2-10 
Helen Jurgensmier..Opr., Hastings .. 2-10 
Ruth Nygren ........ Opr., Wahoo .... 1-27 
Valores Raatz” ...... Opr., Hebron 2: p= 4 
Marian Ransom ....Opr., Hastings .. 2-10 
Janet Savery* ._.... Opris CVOrk:- scacc 1-20 
Virginia Stoldorf 
Oe, TR eeeaheense Opr., Geneva 2- 5 


& 


Linda Fallers R. W. Tejcka 


C. E. Harp, testman to toll testman, Lin- 
coln. 

Mary Hessler, stenographer to secretary, 
General Plant. 

Hazel Higgins, clerk-typist to assignment 
clerk, central wire chief’s office, Lincoln. 

Sandra Lipskey, clerk-typist to assignment 
clerk, central wire chief's office, Lincoln. 

Francis Nichelson, combinationman to 
switchman, Wahoo. 

Donnabelle Schumann, clerk to assign- 
ment clerk, central wire chief's office, Lin- 
coln. 

C. D. Smith, janitor to warehouseman, 
Supply. 

R. W. Tejcka, switchman, Lincoln switch- 
room, to installer-rrepairman, PBX, central 
wire chief's office, Lincoln. 


Traffic 
Linda Fallers, operator to service assistant, 
Syracuse. 
Ilene Kassebaum, typist, Central Plant, to 
operator, Lincoln. 


The Storm Was a ‘'Toughy"’ 


A late February snowstorm delivered 
a one-two punch to most of Nebraska, 
leaving only the extreme eastern sec- 
tion of the state relatively free from 
its damaging blows. In our territory 
the sections about Stromsburg, York 
and Fairbury seemed to be hardest hit. 

A summary of the damage indicated 
most of it was in the category of wire 
breaks, numbering 4,700 in exchange 
lines and 2,800 in toll circuits. About 
2,400 telephones were out of service for 
varying periods of time. 

Among exchanges temporarily iso- 
lated through broken toll lines were 
Geneva, Hebron, Shelby, Polk, Waco, 
Gresham, McCool, Bradshaw and Hend- 
erson. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


Following is the total amount of claims 
paid by the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association during February 1958: 
Primary Members....37 Claims....$2,303.65 
Dependents ...... eee * ae 1) 1562.55 


Total hiesindea mee aeuiiee. $3,866.20 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen and Norma Jean Dettmer 


The flu bug is still pretty busy but we hope 
that the “return of spring’’ will make every- 
one feel better. . . . Ruby Clites had a sur- 
prise visit from her daughter and family from 
Colorado. Jane Thomas is walking on 
clouds these days. That certain person has 
returned from overseas. ... Those who at- 
tended the Ice Capades in Lincoln were Edna 
Komma, Josephine and George Placek... 
Eva Schmidt’s daughter’s engagement was 
announced recently, so you can imagine how 
excited Eva is—getting ready for the wedding. 
. .. Gladys Parker and family spent a week- 
end in Onawa, Iowa, visiting their daughter 
who is teaching there. . . Kathryn Owens 
attended the wrestling meet at Omaha re- 
cently. . . . A most welcome visitor in our 
office was Erman Wheatcraft from Tecumseh. 
... We unite in sympathy for Darleen Hickey 


whose mother died on February 17... .Kay 
Bassett and Linda Fallers attended the Ice 
Capades in Lincoln. ... Myra Metcalf visited 


the traffic department. . Another visitor 
was Delores Kuenning, a former Syracuse 
operator now at Plattsmouth. .. .Elsie France 
spent a week with her daughter in Crete. ... 
Gloria Wellman is the proud owner of a re- 
cently purchased home, 


Plattsmouth Area 


by Thelma Tritsch 


Rose Janda, Plattsmouth Traffic, fell and 
injured her leg recently. We are all wishing 
her a speedy recovery. ... Bob Humiston and 
family were in Kansas in late February to 
attend the funeral services of his grand- 
mother. . We were happy to have J. A. 
McKinzie call at the office recently. 


Wahoo Area 


by Mary Beaty 


We extend a warm welcome to Joan Stein- 
bach. Joan has been recuperating this past 
year from a serious automobile accident... . 
Ed Dorland is sporting a new Oldsmobile, and 


is it a beauty. . . . Those who have been on 
the sick list recently were Bill Behrns, Inez 
Olsen, Mary Ann Sedlacek, Mavor Ohnoutka 
and Dorothy Jelinek. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
by Marcelene Behrends 


On December 29, Carita Eggleston, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. George Eggleston, was mar- 
ried at Coryell Park chapel to Larry Newton 
of Lincoln. It’s nice to have Harry 
Rogers back to work after spending a few 
days in the hospital and convalescing at home 
following surgery. Shirley Reed, Orva 
Jean Gobber and Betty Oestmann were hos- 
tesses for a miscellaneous shower given for 
Phyllis Shanks whose marriage was an event 
of February 16. Phyllis received many nice 
gifts and later in the evening delicious re- 
freshments were served. . . Fenton Kipling 
has traded cars again, now is driving a new 
rose and cream ’58 Mercury... . Yours truly 
and husband are the proud owners of a 
new boat and are eagerly awaiting warmer 
weather. 


Beatrice Area 
by Edna Mahloch, Veronica Siske and Frank Fisher 


A winter vacationer was Myrtle Janssen 
who spent a quiet two weeks at home. We 
wish to extend congratulations to Myrtle and 
her husband who are celebrating their 25th 
wedding anniversary. ... Rethal Falk spent 
two weeks in California visiting relatives and 
friends. Among the many places of interest 
visited were Disneyland, Knotts Berry Farm, 
Forest Lawn, Rose Bowl, International Air- 
port, Hollywood’s cinerama “Seven Wonders 
of the World’ and Farmers Market. Rethal 
also spent a day at the Santa Anita Race 
Track but she won't tell if the horse she was 
betting on came in first or last. . .. Irma 
Arnold is to be complimented on a well- 
handled call for a Harbine subscriber. 
Darlene Remmers spent a weekend in Omaha 
visiting her sister and also Ellen Butterfield, 
a former operator. Enjoying the Ice 
Capades in Lincoln were Darlene Remmers, 
Rosalie Witkowski, Lela Watson, Frank Nevitt, 


cteyracusceh 
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The ladies of the Syracuse switchboard take heart in knowing that their efforts are appreciated 
by the young of the town and proudly exhibit this unsolicited testimonial to that effect. Probably in 
fifty years these youngsters will be telling their grandchildren of the good old days “’when all you 
had to do was lift the receiver and you got your number without even dialing.” 


417 Ye 


and Ted and Irene Ray... . Edna Mahloch is 
nursing a mangled index finger which be- 
came caught in the beater of her electr-c 
mixer. She must have really been putting her 
heart (and hand) into her work... . Several 
employees have been investing in real estate. 
Thelma Bitting and family have moved into 
a recently purchased home, likewise Lauran 
Strough and his family. ... The Paul Guelkers 
are moving to their recently purchased acre- 
age near Beatrice. .. . Don Gilmore has been 
elected chairman of the Chamber of Com- 
merce ‘‘Miss Beatrice’? committee which will 
hold a contest this summer... . John Brock- 
meyer recently visited his son and family in 
Hebron. 


Crete Area 


by Loretta MclIlInay 


The Wilber office is happy to report a visit 
from Jonn Ruppel on February 19. Mr. 
Ruppel, now retired, is a former LT&T em- 
ployee, having worked at Tobias and as man- 
ager at Western... .55 hungry people turned 
out from Wilber, Friend and Crete for a ‘“‘wel- 
come’”’ dinner for C. J. Novak, Charles Ker- 
moade and Raymond Johnson and their fam- 
ilies on February 13 at Crete. For entertain- 
ment Stub Roland and Jim Landenberger 
showed some very interesting films... . Little 
Kathy Mitchell, granddaughter of Stub Ro- 
land, and her mother visited the Crete office. 
The Mitchells are en route from Pensacola, 
Florida to Santa Ana, California where they 
will make their home. . . . Those from this 
area attending the Ice Capades at Lincoln 
were Helen Ahlschwede, Loretta MclIlnay, 
Shirley Jelinek, Joan Kubes and their families 
from Crete, and the E. M. Massies from 
Friend. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois McCord 


A recent visitor at the Fairbury Plant office 
was Lloyd Jenkins, Lincoln, who led a safety- 
first aid meeting. S. D. Hanau was a willing 
volunteer for a very worthwhile demonstra- 
tion of applying splints... . Traffic and Com- 
mercial employees enjoyed a gift exchange, 
coffee and cookies for Valentine’s Day... 
L. A. Scott is driving a beautiful new Ford. 
.. . Eleanor Klaus and husband visited Army 
buddies in Lakewood, Iowa. Emilie 
Bleich’s niece and husband were here from 
South Dakota; Helen Debord’s son and wife 
were here from Denver; and Dorcas Siater'’s 
sister and niece were here from California. 
... Loretta Vollstedt and husband attended 
the Ice Capades in Lincoln. .. . Arleen Hol- 
loway spent a few days with her sister in 
Topeka. ... Joan Nespor and Eleanor Klaus 
have been busy moving. ... A visit to the 
lounge would make one wonder what sort of 
program was under way. It’s just that jig 
saw puzzles are a new fad in the traffic de- 
partment. 


Pawnee City Area 
by Avis Collar 

After having a few nice days, Willie Wil- 
liams is getting the urge to get his new boat 
out into the water. . . Lynn Johnson is a 
new bowling fan. She doesn’t comment on 
her score but does enjoy the game.... Millie 
Wert was kept busy when her little grandson 
visited her for a week. 


Tecumseh Area 


by Irene Thies 
Waldo Harrington's sister and husband have 
been visiting him from Kansas while his 
youngest sister was here from Paris, France. 
. Bonnie Taylor had recent visitors from 
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A construction truck chugs past its future home—the new garage building at 21st and L, now 
nearing completion. Construction started last September on the $270,000 building whose capacity 
will be 250 vehicles, both passenger cars and trucks. A large reservoir entrance area facing 21st 
street will permit several vehicles to enter and drive to assigned stalls without causing traffic delay. 

The building will provide factilities for storage, service and repair for vehicles; a parts department, 
paint shop and greasing and washing spaces. The building will also hold offices of the motor vehicle 
supervisor and dispatchers for telephone installers, repairmen and construction crews. 


Salt Lake City—her sister-in-law and family. 
... Employees attending the Ice Capades were 
Dale Weber, Waldo Harrington, Nancy Got- 
tula, and Irene Thies. An evening of 
entertainment was enjoyed by the bowling 
teams of the Tecumseh Area with the girls 
bowling against the boys. It was a pretty 
good game, but guess who won—the girls!... 
Vernabelle Mommens recently visited her 
niece, and Marge Cottingham visited her 
daughter and family in Nebraska City over 
a weekend. . Irby Halverstadt and wife 
had a farewell party for their son and family 
who recently moved to Lincoin. . seems 
like Clara Costello has been having more than 
her share of trouble. After a shopping trip 
in Lincoln she kicked off her shoes to relieve 
her aching feet on the way home, but when 
she went to put them on again one was miss- 
ing. However, the day was saved by Ted 
Husing who found the shoe way back under 
the seat. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 


by Velma Bock 


The Traffic and Commercial girls had a 
farewell party honoring Marion Nun, who has 
accepted a position in the office of the high 
school superintendent. .. . Several employees 
have been off work with the flu. ... From all 
indications, the C. J. Crews are having a most 
enjoyable time in Texas, As a matter of fact, 
they sent a short note just to say they are 
so busy they can’t even find time to keep 
us up to date on their activities. . Peter 
Ackermann, father of A. L. Ackermann, Man- 
ager at Fairmont, passed away on February 
4. Funeral services were held at Sutton. 


Hastings Area 
by Marilyn Buttell 


Marion Ransom and Helen Jurgensmier, new 
students, have Audrey McKeown as their in- 
structor. Diane Siegfried. operator, re- 
cently moved to California. ... Bonnie Eins- 
pahr attended the Ice Capades in Lincoln. . 
Judi Hempey and Jane Dickerson recently 
moved into their new apartment. ...We wish 
to extend our deepest sympathy to Donna 


Young, whose father passed away February 
3 in California, and to Jessie VanTrump, 
whose stepfather passed away February 13. 


Hebron Area 


by Ramona Kenning 


Several employees from Hebron attended 
the Ice Capades in Lincoln, and rate the show 
a top performance. Those attending were Mr. 
and Mrs. John Brockmeyer, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ronald Francis, Mr. and Mrs. Bob Lemkau 
(Plant) and Mr. and Mrs. Lorence Kenning 
(Commercial). ... Area Manager Wellman and 
Mrs. Wellman had as their guest Mr. Well- 
man’s mother, whose home is in Colorado. 
While visiting in Nebraska, Mrs. Wellman de- 
veloped pneumonia, but we are happy to re- 
port that she is now recuperating and im- 
proving daily. Recent visitors in the 
Hebron office were Clyde Wittington, Herman 
Studier, and B. A. Isaman. ... Norma Masch- 
mann, Traffic, received word that her son, 
Jim, who is in the Armed Forces, will be 
stationed close to home, at Fort Riley, Kansas. 


Superior Area 


by LuEtta Braun 


Joline Allington, Traffic, and husband have 
returned after spending three weeks in the 
South, where they visited friends. Joline re- 
ported that the weather was good most of 
the time, and commented favorably on the 
Southern cooking. In Macon, Georgia, they 
visited at the home of Mrs. Dale Benson, the 
former Donna Lee Jeppesen. Eleanor 
Moran and Josephine Tieskoetter were co- 
hostesses at Valentine Day parties in their 
daughters’ rooms at school. ... Bertha An- 
dersen, chief operator, attended the Ice Ca- 
pades in Lincoln. Elizabeth Noren re- 
turned to work this week after spending sev- 
eral weeks in Illinois caring for her daughter 
and new grandson. Edith Parsons was 
called to Beloit, Kansas, by the death of her 
sister-in-law, who had been ill for some time. 

. Gladys Kubat has been helping out in 
the commercial department in the absence of 
Betty Jo Schleif, cashier, whose little daugh- 
ter has been quite ill with tonsillitis. ... Bob 
Culver is the proud owner of a 1957 Plymouth 
Station Wagon. It is a flashy maroon and 
cream color. Very nice. ... Lloyd “Shrimp” 
Whitney has been absent from work because 
of the flu and a cold. 
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Sutfon Area 
by Catherine Cassell 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Adkins were recent 
visitors in the Sutton Office. Mr. Adkins, who 
is now retired, was formerly area manager 
at Sutton. ...Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Mankamyer, 
R. H. Hunzeker, E. A. Moorhead, Lucyle 
Scheidemann, and Catherine Cassell com- 
pleted the Standard Course of Instruction in 
First Aid to the injured, sponsored by the 
Clay County Red Cross Chapter. 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


There seems to be little news in the York 
area this month. S. J. Nelson, Area Manager, 
flew to Omaha February 18 to participate in 
the United States Chamber of Commerce Air- 
cade. ...A number of York employees at- 
tended the Ice Capades in Lincoln, February 
10 and 11. ... On February 14, the Traffic 
and Commercial Departments had a Valentine 
Party, a tasty lunch, and a gift exchange.... 
Margaret Buller, Traffic, is proudly wearing 
a new diamond, and the lucky man is Keith 
Drake of Lincoln. ...We are happy to report 
that Francis Pittman has returned to work 
following a tonsillectomy. Yours truly 
spent her birthday, February 16, at home with 
her parents. 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Carol Carlson, Associate Editor 


Although Accounting folks haven’t been ex- 
tremely busy this past month, the little bit of 
news we managed to squeeze out of them 
is very interesting. . Eunice Bailey was 
simply bursting with pride at the arrival of 
her third grandchild on February 27. The 
baby’s mother is Pat Eichberger, former Ac- 
counting employee. Although this is Eunice’s 
third grandchild, it is her first granddaughter. 
... Jerri Morrison also had a front row seat 
in the ‘‘baby show’’ when, also on February 
27, she became a great-aunt. ... Alvina Upitis 
received from a friend in Denmark a news- 
paper clipping of the Charles Starkweather 
story. ... We all hope Helen Pickard is feel- 
ing better after her back injury. Helen spent 
a week in the hospital, but at this writing is 
home and feeling better. . .. Belva Gleason 
is the only traveler this month. She and her 
husband spent the weekend in Chicago to 
welcome a brand new nephew... . Lots of 
luck to Darlene Russell, who is quitting to 
stay home with her daughter. We'll all miss 
Darlene a lot. ... The comedy star of this 
issue is Marilyn Burchess who, when bowling, 
forgot to let go of the ball and slid down 
the gutter in the bowling alley. When asked 
if she was embarrassed, Marilyn answered, 
“Sure, but my ball went on down and I got 
a spare.” 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 
Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


“Guess it snowed today just so I could try 
my new jeep out,’’ said Charlie Lindgren as 
he test-ran the second-hand, man-made 
wonder. ‘Lucky, huh?’ he asked companion 
Larry Connealy. “Oh, yeah, very,” replied 
Larry as his teeth chattered Mambo #5. “You 
just wish you had a jeep,”’ said Charlie to 
himself, not letting anything dampen his high 
spirits. ‘Very good ventilation in here any- 
way,’ volunteered Larry. There was no glass 
in the window frames and the snowflakes 
blew prettily through these and various other 
wide open spaces. ‘‘Yessir, nothing like a jeep 
for this kind of weather,” said Charlie as he 
plowed confidently into a snowdrift. ‘Yeah, 


a 


nothing,’ muttered his unconvinced fellow 
rider as he shuffled his feet against the floor 
for warmth. Ten minutes later the jeep came 
to a stubborn halt a block from Larry’s house. 
“Hmmm,” mused Charlie ‘now don’t worry, 
it’s just a temporary set-back.” He tried 
coaxing it to start. “Well, I’m not a bit 
worried,” replied Larry, ‘“‘but I think I'll get 
out anyway. By the time I walk home my 
circulation should just about have returned 
to its normal state.” ‘‘Quitter,’’ called Charlie 
from under the hood. ‘‘Who, me? It’s that 
thing that quit, not me,” replied a rap-dly 
departing Larry. ...The Wayne Stahlys wel- 
comed their first baby boy four weeks ahead 
of schedule but they were prepared. Their 
little girl had arrived three and a half weeks 
early, so they were expecting it. The new 
four-pound, six ounce youngster required a 
period of incubation. Architects have 
submitted to Dewey Nelsen their first drawing 
of house plans for his future home... . Aside 
from Barbara Shirey’s mumps, there’s nothing 
else to write—not even one chemise to flag 
lagging conversations and cause a Slight stir 
or a mighty splash. 


Engineering 


V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Brick Smith gazed in dismay at the snap- 
shot on page 13 of the February News showing 
said Smith and other Pioneers cavorting at 
their recent stag party. “Why would they 
print a picture like that?’’ he growled. “They 
should have thrown that one away!” he con- 
tinued, his jaws tightening. . . . Later, Snap- 
shot-shy Smith, bloody but unbowed, along 
with Bob Cardwell, George Bossung and Joe 
Gray, spent an evening at Jerry Schleigers 
playing cards. No one dared suggest a snap- 
shot. George Bossung came with Joe Gray. 
“No use both of us driving,” Joe had argued. 
“Ain’t you kinda low on gas?” suggested 
George, nervously on the way home. He ob- 
served the gas gauge needle hovering at 
“empty.” ‘Don’t worry,” reassured Joe, It’s 
been that way for quite a while. I'll get you 
home’—and he did; just as the last fume 
wafted through the carburetor. “Well, what’s 
the matter with this thing?’’ exclaimed Joe, 
feigning ignorance and grinding the starter. 
George then took Joe home. a i might as well 
have used my own car,” rationalized George, 
who whets his ability to size up a situation by 
burning things in the oven and dodging hot 
potatoes. . . Gay Henderson has never Te- 
sented accusations that he couldn't read—but 
rumors that he couldn’t write have stirred his 
pride; and pride can be a passion. AS proof 
of his skill in calligraphy Gay has equipped 
himself with a ponderous pencil, green, of 
course, that he flourishes on every occasion. 
His ostentatious recourse to this over-sized 
stylus—something like Grandfather consulting 
his watch—is meeting with some SUCCESS. 
There are some who are beginning to think 
he really can write. A lepidopterist is 
hard put to it this time of year. It isn’t cricket 
to run around in the winter with a butterfly 
net and it is almost as hard on a lapidary. 
All the good stones are covered with snow. 
To while away those winter hours Orville 
Spencer throws a rock-’n-roll record on the 
gramophone and beats out a mean rhythm on 
the drums. He can do this with one hand and 
one foot, which is good, because the opposite 
members he needs to fend off his two chil- 
dren. “Papa,” they complain, “we thought 
you bought those old drums for us.” re Vic 
Musselman is trading off the foreign car his 
sister won in a raffle. “Seven people in a 
car of that size starts too many arguments, 
he states. “Besides, after riding in it only 
500 miles, two of them were talking broken 
English.’’ Also his sister might want it back. 

.. Brick Smith, who gets around more than 
most, but not fast enough to avoid an occa- 
sional snapshot, was a guest of Buck Isaman, 
who, along with Roy Carlson, Ollie Hoffman 
and Vic Musselman, were guests of Curt 
Sieck at last month’s Engineering Club meet- 
ing. The complication of the double host is 


beyond explanation here, but the way Sieck 
had it arranged, everyone paid but Brick— 
and Brick and Buck paid ‘double. Curt isn’t 
a cum laude for nothing. .. . Another scholar 
of recent note—Gary Clifford, who graduated 
from Wesleyan this year with a B. A. in busi- 
ness administration. ... The department was 
deeply concerned for Glen McCown’s son, 
Gary who recently underwent an eye opera- 
tion. 


Lincoln Traffic 


Kathleen Carey, Associate Editor 


Dorothea Heckman is saying “hello” to 
spring with a brand new blue Chevrolet. ... 
We are happy to welcome Viola Clough back 
to work after her prolonged recovery from 
an automobile accident. Letha Baum- 
gartner and Wilma Ball honored Shirley 
Wilson at a bridal shower on February 21.... 
We rejoice with Sharon Jirsa over her new 
diamond... . Donna Tegtmeier was honoree 
at a stork shower given for her by Helen 
Heiser and Kathleen Litt at the latter’s home 
on February 21. ... Neither rain nor snow 
nor the Highway Patrol can stop Mary Tice 
when she decides to take a vacation. She had 
planned to drive to California on her vacation 
and despite the worst snow storm of the de- 
cade, by golly, she did. Blanche Wilcox took 
over Mary’s duties in her absence. .. . Helen 
Heiser vacationed for several weeks in 
Denver. Perky Hall was running bath 
water the other night when the telephone 
rang. When she returned to the bathroom 
her little dog had jumped into the tub but 
jolly well jumped out again after a snootful 
of bubble bath. ... Helen Kreiger had a cus- 
tomer the other day who wanted to know the 
rate to Holland. When Helen quoted him 
twenty-five cents for three minutes he was 
overwhelmed at such a bargain, decided we 
must be having a sale and forthwith placed a 
call. He was soon disillusioned by the over- 
seas operator, however, and gave up in des- 
pair. Helen is a loyal Nebraskan and doesn’t 
think in terms of those ‘“‘furrin’’ places. 


Supply 


Here’s the TV show we told you about in 
the February News. Bob Rauch, a former 
Shop employee and son of Russell Rauch, will 
appear with the Navy’s Chanteyman Choral 
Group of 16 members on the Dinah Shore 
Show on April 11. We feel that many of you 
will want to be in front of your TV set for 
this performance. 


WHIRECT DISTANCE DIALING DEMONSTRATION ON 
| Eicidia Mania «008 PLRWE OEE BERT FOO Gree FEEPAVE 


Loran Powell, in the role of orator, is doing a 
qood job of explaining the coming dial system to 


residents of Wahoo and David City. He has 
recently made apparances before groups at both 
exchanges. 
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Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Custodial 


by Paul Radebaugh 


Mark Kohlhop and family had a very enjoy- 
able trip to Denver where they visited Mark's 
parents and showed off their new son... . 
Ronnie Cotton, now with the armed forces, 
paid us a surprise visit. Ronnie is now a COE 
repairman at Fort Benning, Georgia. He says 
he likes it fine and has learned a lot about 
telephone work. He doesn’t care much for 
Army life, though, and will be glad when he 
gets out. ... Some new cars have been show- 
ing up lately. Mark Kohlhop is enjoying a 
new Pontiac, Norris Schmeltzer a new Cadil- 
lac, and Charles Broer a new Edsel. 


Wire Chief's Section—21 & L 


by Art Albers 


Reporting on some belated—or early vaca- 
tions: Richard Merrill worked on his base- 
ment: Howard Robinette stayed home and 
relaxed and ‘‘yours truly’”’ did the same. ... 
We’re glad to have Eldon Drewel back on the 
job after his siege of illness. 


Wire Chief's Section—14 & M 


by Marilyn Jo Osborn 


We’re certainly glad to have Homer Olson, 
Rolland Wart and Art Higgins back after their 
stay in the hospital. Sorry to report that 
Lester Pierce is still there at this writing.... 
Happy girl is Magdalen Heser. At long last 
she is eligible for a three-weeks vacation, 
having received her 15-year service pin on 
February 21—a day early. 


General Traffic 


Joyann Worster, Associate Editor 


The time neared Valentine’s Day. Marlene 
Thompson, her four-year-old daughter and 
husband all sat quietly in church one Sunday 
morning. The time came for the collection 
envelopes to be passed. Little Chris said to 
her father in a not too quiet voice, ‘Daddy, 
do I get a Valentine?” ... Rod Andrews was 
considered quite lucky recently when a light 
fixture right above his desk fell and broke 
the glass and made a dent on the desk. It 
just so happened it was Saturday... . Going 
out to dinner and then a dance with several 
couples was the way “yours truly” and hus- 
band celebrated our first wedding anniver- 
sary. . . . Lola Hetherington was the brave 
one of this department to be the first to wear 
her new and pretty ‘sack’ dress. (Who’s 
next?) 


“Retired’ Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 


Grace Dirks has been spending the winter 
in California and at this writing is at Hay- 
ward. She has visited at Oakland and several 
places nearby. She is going on to San Diego 
and doesn’t know when she will return to 
Lincoln. She reports that it has been raining 
every other day; the apricot and plum trees 
are in full bloom and the flowers are beauti- 
ful. . . . Frank Blockwitz is improving and 
was expected home from the hospital early 
in March, although he would have to return 
to the hospital later for a heart check-up... . 
Florence Arbogast has, as guests, her niece 
and husband, Frank McReynolds, an air force 
lieutenant from Okinawa. They will make 
their home in Phoenix, Arizona. Mary 
Carroll had, as guest for a few days, Mrs. 
rE. A. Kuhnel, of Shelby. 


LINCOLN TEL. NEWS 


NOW THERE'S # NICE 
DOG - EARNS HIS KEEP 
OH- OH HERE COMES 
“THE COP! 


— 


Joe Adamson, Geneva, owns a pooch 
that developed into quite an asset 
when he learned to retrieve miscel- 
laneous items on his wanderings 
about town. But when he came home 
carrying a whole ham, stolen from 
a neighbor's roaster - and followed 
immediately by the town marshal - 
Joe found the prowling canine to be 
an expensive liability. 


Mary Wanek, Lincoln Commercial, 
waded deep snow on the way to 
work, well protected by her fur- 
lined boots. Trouble was, when 
she removed them at the door she 
found herself shoeless, having 
forgotten them in the last min- 
ute rush. Mary padded about in 
her high boots’ until noon when 
she hurried to town to buy a new 
pair to finish out the day. 


HOW DO I 
TURN IT OFF 


YES SIR 
TO HOLLAND 15 254) iutey IT. 
FOR THREE 

MINUTES 


Helen Kreiger, Lincoln, quoted 
ithe rate to Holland (20 miles 
lsoutheast of Lincoln) at a 
customer's reaguest. She was 
iquite surprised to learn that 
the overseas operator was next 
to hear from her suhscriher. 
He was trving to get through 
to Amsterdam for two bits. 


He'll never do that again! Boh Grav, 
Seward, was testing a hands-free tele- 
Phone and had it "hooked up" on his 
idesk at the office. Evervthing went 
well until he answered a call from an 
"old buddy" who savored his greetings 
with a couple of paragraphs that 
shouldn't have been sent out over the (i 


loud speaker, IM GOING UP To 


“THE CAFETERIA 
IT WAS 50 NICE OF OH, THATS ALL RIGHT 
YOU To FIX THE PHONE  MA‘AM . WE STRIVE 
TONIGHT- 1M So 40 PLEASE OUR 
SCARED WITHOUT IT M SUBSCRIBERS 


Mike Svoboda, Seward, failed to take 


act of kindness when : 
due credit for an eo ome, ae, ee Dean Hamilton announced his 
he braved a storm to fix the teleph 


o . A sas 
ie : int ion of visiting the 
of a frightened citizen. Mike's ex- enELe : 
cafeteria (two floors up in 
planation of his overtime on the dav's Che sane Sullding). ee he 
s: "Ladv home alone - 
work ae hipaa Ware ‘3 donned his heavy overcoat. 
on account of st wht. destin 


—. 


— 
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JERRY, 
LOOK OUTS 
I'M DIVING 
HOPE I DON‘T 
HIT BOTTOMS 


/”” TRY FLOAT- 

ING ON THE PAY- 
ROLL SAVINGS AIR- 
CUSHION, TOM. 


BONDS SURE BUOY 
YOU UP WHEN EM- 


ERGENCIES COME, 


Sonn nn Ne ae tal 


see lee ete 
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YoU HAD SO MUCH OH, IMSURE WE DID 
HELP — IT DIDN'T - BUT | DON'T SEEM 
SEEM THAT YOU To HAVE YouR 


NEEDED ME NAME ON MY 


Marian Lanning, Engineering, consented to act as an 
attendant for the games and rides in the homeroom of 
her 9-year-old son on Fun Night at his school. She 
put in a hard evening and was about bushed when the 
evening drew to a close. Then she discovered that 
she had been marked "absent" by her son's teacher, 
Her efforts had been expended in the wrong room! 


Ane THERE I'VE Gof ONE 
L ANY QUESTIONS” 


A group of "Brownies" toured Lincoln Traffic and 
seemed duly impressed at the workings of the art. 
At the conclusion of the tour, Kathleen Carey 
asked if there were any questions and one little 
girl asked solemnly, "Why does the girl at the 
desk wear that funny thing on her thumb?" Kath- 
leen thought surely they had seen greater wonders 
than a thumb stall used for sorting tickets, 
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LT&T 
Mourns the Death 
of its President 


Thomas Cochrane Woods, president of LT&T, died 
early Saturday, March 22, at Lincoln General Hospital. The 
seriousness of his illness had been apparent since his entry 
into the hospital nearly a week before. 

The impact that accompanies the death of one of Thomas 
Woods’ stature reaches far afield and carries its effect into 
the lives of many people, but this alone could not account 
for the deep concern shown by employees of all levels dur- 
ing his final sickness, and the mantle of genuine sadness that 
enveloped the company with the news of his death. 

Some things can be observed in retrospect that may 
escape the contemporary eye. One of these is that Thomas 
Woods and his father—though dissimilar in some respects— 
were as alike in many other ways as two peas in a pod. They 
were alike in their method of choosing men with proper 
capabilities for specific assignments, and when they delegated 
authority they did so without restriction. The presidents of 
our company never looked over the shoulder of an employee 
at work, and thus were seldom seen about the organization 
except in their own offices. 

This placement of confidence in the ability of others was 
a comforting thought as people performed their daily tasks, 
but it had its disadvantages, too; for the same policy denied 
many employees an opportunity to become well acquainted 
with the head of their organization. 

That, we think, was most unfortunate; for to know Tom 
Woods was an experience and a privilege. There was about 
him a quality—a compactness of character—that marked 
him as a solid person; a man’s man, “with both feet planted 
firmly on the ground.” 

His restless and practical mind held no tolerance for 
detail and sometimes people thought him brusque in his 
manner of conducting business. But he was only impatient 
to arrive at the crux of a matter. Always it was the end re- 
sult that held his interest and his mind cut keenly through 
the details that stood in the way. Mr. Woods, we are con- 
vinced, saw broader horizons than most people—a heritage of 
birth and a result of training. 

His affection for LT&T and its people was intense, and 
though the company represented but a small part of his 


financial interests, it claimed most of his attention. The 
development of its financial structure always intrigued him, 
for our company was organized at a time when men’s think- 
ing of capitalization was undergoing a reversal of direction. 


He could turn a good story and seldom made appearances 
before employee groups without favoring them with a few 
tales from his repertory. Oldtimers of the company particul- 
arly caught his fancy and whenever possible he attended the 
parties and banquets at which they were honored. More 
than once he expressed his envy of those who were entering 
upon retirement “where they could just sit—” though it is 
doubtful if ever he could have brought himself to follow 
this advice. 

He was 62 years of age, but he didn’t look it. There was 
little about his carriage or rugged frame that suggested the 
accumulation of three-score years and more. 


The number and extent of his benevolences may never 
be known—and that is the way he wished it. With his 
brothers, Henry C, and Frank H. Woods of Chicago, he was 
instrumental in dispensing gifts through the Woods Charit- 
able Fund, Inc., of more than $1 million during the past seven 
years. Mr. and Mrs. Tom Woods have personally endowed 
several organizations in the field of education, art, sociology 
and child guidance. 


Thomas C. Woods was born at Lincoln, October 24, 
1895. He attended preparatory school at Lawrenceville, 
New Jersey, and later enrolled at Yale University. America’s 
entry into World War I prompted his enlistment into the 
Army and he was assigned to Fort Snelling, Minnesota, 
for officers’ training. In September 1917, as a second lieu- 
tenant, he embarked for France where he served with the 
101st Field Artillery, seeing action in the battles of Chemin 
des Dames and Belleau Wood. He was promoted to first 
lieutenant in July 1918 and returned to the United States on 
September 1 of that year. Eight days later he was married 
to Sarah Avery Ladd at Lincoln. He returned to his new 
assignment with the 25th Field Artillery at Camp McClen- 
nan, Alabama, and received his discharge from military serv- 
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Thomas €. Woods 


ice the following January, while attending Harvard Univer- 
sity. 

Meanwhile he had received his B.A. degree from Yale 
and, in 1921, was awarded his LL.B. degree from Harvard. 
It was then that he returned to Lincoln to take up permanent 
residence and to enter the newly formed law firm of Woods, 
Woods and Aitken, as partner of his father and William I. 
Aitken. At the same time he joined LT&T as attorney. He 
was elected vice president in 1923 and became a member of 
the Board of Directors in 1926. 

In 1946, when Frank H. Woods retired from the presi- 
dency of LT&T, Thomas C. Woods was elected to that po- 
sition. The task of stepping into this post was not to be 
envied, for there were giant shoes to be filled. Expectations 
and demands were great, but there is none to say that Tom 
Woods was not plentifully endowed with ability for leader- 
ship; nor that anyone could have guided the destinies of our 
growing company with more foresight or skill. 

During his tenure as president the company experienced 
its greatest surge of growth and prosperity. One of his final 
acts of office was to effect the sale of an additional $5 million 
of the company’s first mortgage bonds, thus further enlarg- 
ing the capital structure of LT@T. 

As a citizen he was active in the affairs of state, with a 
deep-rooted sense of appreciation for the aesthetic. This was 
reflected in his interest in the fine arts and in public parks. 
He served as chairman of the Lincoln Park and Recreation 
Board since its creation in 1954 and before that as chairman 
of the Park Board for many years. 

But his interests were not narrow or held to specific 
channels, They were widespread throughout business, civic 
and philanthropic fields. He was chairman of the board for 
the Addressograph-Multigraph Corporation, of Cleveland, 
and a director for Addressograph-Multigraph organizations 
in Canada, London, Paris, and Tokyo. He was vice president 
and director of Sahara Coal Company, of Chicago; president 
of the W-K Realty Company, which owns Lincoln’s largest 
office building; and was one of the organizers of the Conti- 
nental Telephone Company. Mr. Woods held directorships 
in the Anglo-Canadian Telephone Company, of Montreal; 
the Securities Acceptance Corporation, of Omaha; Buckeye 
Ribbon and Carbon Company, of Cleveland; First National 
Bank of Lincoln; Associated Telephone Company, of Chi- 
cago; and the Woodmen Accident and Life Insurance Com- 
pany, of Lincoln. 

He was a member of the Lincoln law firm of Woods, 
Aitken and Aitken; the American and Lancaster Bar Asso- 
ciations; the Harvard Law School Association; and the Beta 
Theta Pi Fraternity. 

Nationally, he served as a director for the Community 
Chest and Councils, Inc., and of the National War Fund. 
From 1943 to 1946 he was chairman of the United War 
Fund of Nebraska and later received the USO citation for 
his services. He was chairman for the 1950 Christmas Seal 
campaign and for the Appeals Review Board from 1946 to 
1949. He also held a term as chairman for the Tuberculosis 
Society. 

Active in civic affairs, he headed the Lincoln Community 


Chest as its president for two years, He also was president 
of the Lincoln Country Club and of the University Club, 
having previously held office in the latter organization as its 
first secretary. He served as director of the Lincoln Chamber 
of Commerce and as trustee for the Plymouth Congregational 
Church, of Lincoln. 

He was trustee for the University of Nebraska Founda- 
tion and a director for the Lincoln Foundation. Both organ- 
izations shared heavily in his personai contributions. 

At the time of his death Mr. Woods was serving as 
president of the Woods Charitable Fund, which was endowed 
by Mr. and Mrs. Frank H. Woods, Sr., and has been admin- 
istered by their three sons. Henry is the twin of Tom, and 
Frank the younger brother. 

Immediate survivors are Mrs, Woods; a son, Thomas C. 
Woods, Jr., of Cleveland; a daughter, Mrs. Milton Petersen 
(Shirley Ladd Woods), of Omaha; and five grandchildren: 
Thomas C. III and Avery Woods, of Cleveland; and Milton 
Petersen III, Frank Woods Petersen and Sarah Woods Peter- 
sen, of Omaha. 

Rev. Thomas C. Dick, Jr. conducted the final services at 
First Plymouth Congregational Church at two o'clock Mon- 
day, March 24. Active pallbearers were: Joe W. Seacrest, 
Richard H. Rogers, Edward M. O'Shea, F. Pace Woods, 
William I. Aitken, Philip M. Aitken and Robert H. Talbot, 
all of Lincoln, and J. Leslie Grainger, of Salinas, California. 
Honorary pallbearers were: J. Basil Ward, Cleveland; 
George C. Brainard, Cleveland; Carl T. Hayden, Chicago; 
Theodore S. Gary, Chicago; Leonard E, Hurtz, Omaha; 
Clarence L. Landen, Omaha; Paul Halbersleben, Harrisburg, 
Ill.; Thomas H. Wake, Seward; J. Stewart Elliott, Beatrice; 
Morton Steinhart, Nebraska City; Lee Metcalf, Kansas City; 
and Ardath B. Garnich, Ashland, Wisconsin; and the follow- 
ing, from Lincoln: John H. Agee, Merle M. Hale, Edwin J. 
Faulkner, Curtis C. Kimball, Robert H. Ferguson, George 
W. Holmes, Richard W. Smith, Arthur $. Raymond, Don S$. 
Stewart, Perry W. Branch, B. Frank Watson, W. W. Putney, 
Charles T. Stuart, Herbert W. Potter, Dr. W. C. Becker, 
Alfred A. DuTeau, Irving S. Chapin, Nathan J. Gold and 
R. E. Campbell. Interment was at Wyuka Cemetery, Lin- 
coln. 

We, of LT&T, can never write “finis” to the chapter of 
accomplishments of Thomas C. Woods, for the policies he 
shaped and the structures he helped to build will stand 
through all the foreseeable future. To our “First Lady” and 
others of the Woods family, the News speaks the united 
expression of our employees in their offering of deepest 
sympathy. 

Comment By Others 


Mr. Woods’ passing is a great loss to all of us. Not only 
did he derive great satisfaction from serving the public in 
a business way, he used his resources for the benefit and 
betterment of mankind generally. 

The Company, the City of Lincoln and the State of Ne- 
braska have sustained a great loss with the death of Tom 
Woods. 

Merle M. Hale 
vice president 
LT&T 
More » 
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Thomas C. Woods 


I was shocked and grieved to learn of Tom Woods’ death 
and extend my sincere sympathy. Tom was a wonderful per- 
son, and I shall miss him very much. 

Leslie H. Warner 
General Telephone Corporation 
New York City 
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Dear Merle: You and your associates have suffered a tre- 
mendous loss, as have all of us who knew Tom, throughout 
the state and nation. My sympathy goes out to all of you. 

Morton Steinhart 

Director, LT&T 

Islamorada, Florida 
* * * 


Dear Merle: Am overwhelmed by sad news. I loved Tom 
deeply and feel an irreparable personal loss. 
H. W. Potter 
Director, LT&T 
Palo Alto, California 
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Thomas C. Woods, Community Leader 
Reprinted by permission from the Lincoln Evening Journal March 22, 1958 


Few persons have the opportunity of family prominence 
or of wealth enjoyed by Thomas C. Woods, but few persons 
could have discharged the obligations of family or wealth 
more advantageously or generously in favor of a community 
than Thomas C. Woods. 

The Woods family were early Lincoln pioneers and as a 
family contributed perhaps as much to the development of 
Lincoln as has any family. Its members have had a rare 
combination of ability, boldness and vision for their enter- 
prises and their communities. This has resulted not only 
in their own success but in the growth and prosperity of 
these communities. 

Thomas Woods’ grandfather, Fred M. Woods, a livestock 
auctioneer, came to Lincoln with his family in 1883. 

His son, Frank H. Woods, took his legal abilities into the 
battle for supremacy between the early telephone com- 
panies; and with his belief in the modern dial phone, he 
emerged victorious in Lincoln. He repeated this victory na- 
tionally when the Lincoln Telephone Company, founded by 
himself, stood up against the giant corporate Bell System 
(American Telephone and Telegraph); fought them to a 
standstill and won a peace treaty which preserved the Lin- 
coln Telephone and Telegraph Company as almost the larg- 
est independent-of-a-chain telephone company in the United 
States. Today it serves 22 Nebraska counties. 

Frank H. Woods and his sons, Thomas, Henry and Frank, 
have developed similarly their activities in the Sahara Coal 
Company of Illinois and in one of the nation’s leading office 
business machine companies, the Addressograph-Multigraph 
Corporation of Cleveland. 

Thomas Woods succeeded his father as president of The 
Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph Company in 1946 and has 
led the company through its largest expansion period, in- 
cluding 3 new building programs serving the company’s 
headquarters. 
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Against this background, Thomas C. Woods has unceas- 
ingly contributed to this community in time and money. 
In his first love, parks, he has served for many years as 
head of the last two park bodies which this city has had. 

He has also served the Community Chest, Chamber of 
Commerce, the University of Nebraska Foundation and the 
Nebraska Art Association. Gifts of the family through the 
Woods Charitable Fund, with the cooperation of his brothers, 
have assisted the development of the Child Guidance Center, 
workers of the Lincoln State Hospital, the Lincoln City Li- 


brary and its branches, the Art Association, universities 


and colleges. 
Bo i a 


Mr. Woods was active in assisting the developing of the 
concept of a Lincoln Foundation to promote development 
of new agencies in Lincoln which could contribute to the 
community. The Lincoln Youth Foundation was but one. 
The family’s philanthropies assisted surveys of the hospital 
requirements of Lincoln and the parks, including Woods 
Park at 33rd and O. 

His death interrupted his plans to visit Europe on behalf 
of the Nebraska Art Association to gather ideas which might 
assist the Sheldon Art Gallery of the University of Nebraska 
when its construction is undertaken. 

LS 2 * 

It is vital to every community that there be men like 

Thomas Woods, able and capable of leading community 


growth. 


* * Bs 


Perhaps the most fitting way this community can express 
its respect for Thomas Woods and his family is to state its 
hope that the Woods family will actively continue their 
interests in Lincoln in every way in the future. 


In Memoriam 


(Reprinted from a memorial poster published by the Addressograph- 
Multigraph Corporation of Cleveland, Ohio.) 

Thomas C. Woods, Chairman of the Board, Addresso- 
graph-Multigraph Corporation, passed away in Lincoln, Ne- 
braska, Saturday morning, March 22nd. 

For the past 34 years Mr. Woods was closely identified 
with this business, first as a partner in the law firm of 
Woods, Woods and Aitken, and since 1932 as a Director of 
Addressograph-Multigraph Corporation. He was elected 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Corporation in 
June 1952. 

As Chairman of the Addressograph-Multigraph Board, 
Thomas C. Woods stimulated Board Members to make sig- 
nificant contributions to Company progress. He encouraged 
forward thinking on the part of the active management and 
was unwavering in his support of all plans and programs 
for progress and expansion. 

His intense interest in the Company is reflected in the 
statement he made when he was elected Board Chairman: 

“The future of our Company will be secure as long as 
the high ideals of our predecessors are enhanced by 
the untiring industry and alertness of our able leader- 
ship. 

“The wise counsel of our Directors and their steadfast 
insistence on the highest ethical standards and conduct 
of business in the interests of the shareholders, em- 
ployees, customers and suppliers forecast the continued 
progress of a great enterprise. 

“My long association with the business has created in 
me an unbounded desire to help accomplish the best 
for all of us.” 

In the course of his extensive travels, Mr. Woods visited 
many Addressograph-Multigraph subsidiary operations and 
became personally acquainted with subsidiary and dealer 
managment personnel in Europe, Latin America and other 
international markets. Over the years he met hundreds of 
Addressograph-Multigraph men in the United States and 
Canadian Field and Head Office organizations. He thor- 
oughly enjoyed meeting and knowing people connected with 
the business, regardless of position, and had the unusual 
ability of making friends with everyone he met. 

of me a 

Everyone in the Addressograph-Multigraph worldwide 
organization mourns the passing of the Chairman of the 
Board, but even more... the loss of a friend... and ex- 
tends deepest sympathy to the Woods family in their be- 
reavement. 
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In officers’ training at Fort Snelling, Minnesota, 
1917. 


in January 1927. 


aot. 


At a Board of Directors meeting, 1956. Seated, clockwise about table: 
M. M. Hale, J. Stewart Elliott, T. C. Woods, William I. Aitken, Houghton 
Furr, L. E. Hurtz. Standing: Frank H. Woods, W. W. Putney, Charles T. Stuart, 
Morton Steinhart, H. W. Potter, Thomas H. Wake, Henry C. Woods, E. J. 
Faulkner, Philip M. Aitken. Absent: J. H. Agee, George J. Woods. 
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Mr. Woods enjoyed the company of LT&T oldtimers and usually pre- 
sided at their annual retirement banquets. Here he presents a “‘goin3j-away” 


gift to Charles Albers at a party held at the Lincoln Hotel in 1946. J. H. 
Agee, then operating vice president is af left. 
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Vice President Woods welcoming the guests 
as 1,500 people toured the general office building 


Thomas 


as the camera 


in various phases of 


Mr. Woods was not camera shy, but he 
seldom apportioned time to photographers 
and if they obtained his picture they usually 
did so while activities were in progress. A 
search of the News film files provided many 
photographs in which Mr. Woods was busily 


On the 80th birthday of Frank H. Woods, Sr., in February 1948, T. C. 
Woods presented him with a book containing signatures of all LT&T em- 
ployees. From left: F. E. Behm, G. O. Seaton, C. Burge, H. W. Potter, T. C. 


Cone, F. H. Woods, Sr., B. I. Noble, H. H. Wheeler, T. C. Woods, I. J. Devoe, 
C. Donley, M. M. Haile, J. H. Agee. 


A meeting with some people of special importance at Madeline Island, 


Wisc.—grandsons Chio Woods, left. and Terry Petersen, center. Clannish- 
ness is a Woods family trait and Tom Woods deeply felt the responsibility 
of being the youngish patriarch of his branch. 


—-<ff 6 Bee 


C. Woods 


recorded him 


| his life and career 


engaged in the work of the moment, some 
| of which are reproduced here. We are in- 
| debted to Mrs. Woods for the early por- 
j traits and family photographs that also ap- 
pear on these pages.—Editor. 
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Portrait—1942; by then a foremost attorney in 
the field of utility and commercial law. 


As a young lawyer who chose to settle in Lin- 
coln. One of his first retainers was that of at- 
| torney for LT&T. 
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In November 1950, still lame from a broken leg bone, Mr. 
Woods participated in ground-breaking ceremonies for the 15th 
& M building. From left: Martin Aitken, architect; C. C. Donley; 


T. C. Woods; Frank H. Woods, Sr.; Carl Olson, contractor; H. H. 
Wheeler. 


Departing for overseas service in Sep- 
tember 1917, Lieutenant Woods in a leave- 
taking snapshot with his father and his 
future bride—Sarah A. Ladd. 


An cutdoor man, Tom Woods found 
keen enjoyment in hunting, fishing and 
boating. Here he is pictured at the 
helm of his boat at Madeline Island, 
Wisconsin. 
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mutual fondness for traveling and have made several trips abroad. This 
scene finds them in Florida in 1951. 


Mr. Woods was proud of his iong service span with LT&T. Here he re- 
ceives his 35-year emblem at a Monday morning ‘‘quarterback’”’ meeting in 
July 1956. From left: Mr. Woods, M. M. Hale, P. H. Henson, |. J. Devoe, 
L. P. Young, G. P. Barney, T. Ryan and Houghton Furr. 


a 


and Mrs. Woods found opportunity to gratify their 


The March prize-winner, J. L. Roth, beams approval of the electric shaver 
being presented to him by Bill Quinn, sales supervisor, Lincoln. “Just what | wanted,” 
he truthfully declared. From left: Marv Pilford, district clerk, Hastings; Mr. Quinn, 


Mr. Roth, Ed Flowerday, area manager, Hastings; and Merl 


supervisor, Hastings. 


March Merchandising Prize to 


Jack L. Roth, of Hastings plant, 
watched with interest as a TV pitchman 
expertly shaved the fuzz from a peach 
during a commercial on his favorite 
“adult-western.” He gingerly fingered 
a patch of adhesive tape that covered a 
fresh wound on his chin where his 
own blade had slipped that morning, 
and announced to those within hearing 
distance that, come next birthday, 
Father’s Day or Christmas, he would 
expect to open a box containing a new 
electric shaver. 

So he was both startled and mysti- 


The questing digits of Merle M. Hale, vice 
president, probed for the winning merchandiser 
in the bowl of capsules held by K. L. Lawson, 
general commercial superintendent. 


fied when called to the office the other 
day to find that he was the winner in 
the drawing of employee salesmen for 
March and to learn that the prize was 
the article for which he yearned — a4 
new electric shaver of the make and 
model he had specified. 

Mr. Roth’s name was one cf 143 con- 
tained in individual capsules, repre- 
senting those employees with sales 
credits for the month of March. They 
were all deposited in the big Sales 
Bowl described in last month’s News. 
Mr. Roth became eligible by virtue of 
his four requests and ten sales made 


The Top Ten 


Sherman, commercial 


J. L. Roth 


during the month for an annual reve- 
nue increase of $167. 

The News camera was present as 
M. M. Hale, vice president, drew Jack’s 
capsule from the bowl on April 2 and 
also recorded the presentation of the 
gift at Hastings on April 4. The bowl 
will now receive capsules with the 
names of those who mark sales credits 
during April, while the capsules from 
the March group wil be saved until the 
year’s end when they will be returned 
to the bowl for the drawing of the 
Grand Prize. More will be said on this 
subject as the time draws near. 


Color and Extension Salesmen 


Colored Telephones 


Tioay WOneS; TACO sake icp ctace hd sent est ct aeos a2 16 
Dewey Lewis, Lincoln..............2....2...22..... 12 
Thelma Tritsch, Plattsmouth.................... 12 
Betty Thomsen, Lincoln...............2.0.22.2... 1] 
Grace Heigl, Plattsmouth.............2.2.0...... 8 
Lillian Sowers). Loacol tscscsevecsed oeececsecce ec: Fj 
Virginia. VV Urtz;- LINCOM in acesece-ctsmeteee cds 6 
Harold F. Kempf, Hastings...............2...... 6 
Betty Christensen, Neb. City.................... 6 
Paul Winscot, Lincoln.........2..22.2.22.22.222.... rs 
if— 


Extension Telephones 


Dewey: Lewis, - LAnGOl ti. ccsccecevicsancesicarcneivanes 16 
Merle. Lohmieier, Lintol Ric. secccosccactecetenees 14 
Pail Winscet. Linco li sctwe eerste ee secen neice 5 
M..-Li. Hodge, Beatrice. .cccciccacccecsscgennte 5 
Wine Barry; “OSC Svc etcset cntcetcoresnsees 5 
Gerald Caley, Fairbury............ eer es 4 
Poul Guelker, BeGtrice cuss cicccancsxciclancacedns 4 
H. W. Armagost, David City...................- 4 
Robert Berggren, Ashland...........-...-.------- 4 
G. W...rleikes;. B6GtriGGs cncccaxeccnseenn ces cpceuce 4 


Each of our employees could attain an average equal to that of the above 


group for the first three months of 1958— 


We Could Sell— 


52,200 colored telephones and 
38,850 extension telephones 


With Annual Revenue of— 


$750,000—Three-fourths of a Million Dollars! 
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Strandvises - 


Get Try-Out 
In LT&T Plant 


by J. S. Reed 


RGM 


pulling hook used to connect the “come along” or ratchet hoist to the automatic grip for pulling 


up the guy. 


From the early days of telephony, three-bolt clamps 
have been standard for guy and cable messenger attachments 
as well as for messenger splices using strand connectors. 
These clamps have done a highly satisfactory job. However, 
the stiffness of the strand makes it hard to bend into a loop 
for placing the clamp, and the latter 1s not easy to fit in 
the springy loop. A lag wrench is required to tighten the 
bolts, both before and after the strand is tensioned. 

Some time ago a “Strandlink” automatic grip was 
adopted to replace the old fashioned “johnny ball” (strand 
connector) and three-bolt clamp arrangement for splicing 
messenger strand. This type of grip depends on the action 
of two chucks with hardened steel jaws, one in each end 
of a cigar-shaped housing. The ends of the messenger to 
be spliced are inserted into the openings at the ends of the 
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clamp on strand ends. 


ent sized messengers. 


Strandvise on guy attachment to pole and on 
messenger for dead ending on pole. 


bolt clamps. 
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Showing construction of Strandlink for splicing 


messenger strand. Spring ¢ 
A reducing type Strand- 


link is also available for splicing together differ- 


Strandvise with long flexible bail used in false 
dead end arrangement (where messenger changes 
to a smaller size). This type of construction is 
much easier to make up than one using three- 


Strandlink. The serrated jaws permanently hold the strand 
ends in a powerful grip that cannot be loosened in any 
way. This automatic grip is cheaper than the older method, 
from both material and labor standpoints, and is safer to 
use than the former splicing method. 


The Strandvise is a similar type of automatic grip, which 
has a chuck at one end and a strong stainless steel bail at 
the other end for the anchor and pole attachments. Unlike 
the Strandlink, it can be salvaged for reuse whenever neces- 


sary. 

A trial installation of the Strandvises has been made in 
an area in Lincoln between A and K Streets and west of 
14th Street to the city limits. As a result of the trial, Strand- 
vises are now standard for line construction. 
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loaded serrated jaws 


Strandvise in installed position on anchor. 
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Ghormley Heads Systems Planning Division 
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R. T. Wakeman 


The creation of a new division in the 
general engineering department and a 
change in personnel assignment was 
announced by Paul H. Henson, chief 
engineer, on March 9. The section be- 
ing established is the ‘“‘systems plan- 
ning division” and will be responsible 
for centralizing the company’s long- 
range planning program; coordinating 
plans and estimates of requirements 
with those of other telephone com- 
panies or telephone suppliers. 

Roger K. Ghormley has been ad- 
vanced to the position of systems plan- 
ning engineer in charge of the new 
division. R. T. Wakeman will work 
with him in the assignment. 

Kenneth E. Versaw moves up to Mr. 
Ghormley’s former position as general 
equipment engineer. 

The necessity for the new division 
Stems from the tremendous strides 
made by the telephone art in recent 
years; with a unification of plans be- 
coming an essential factor in the na- 
tional scheme for customer toll dialing. 
Other developments, such as micro- 
wave radio transmission of telephone 
messages, have emphasized the further 
need for telephone companies and sup- 
pliers to work in sharper focus with 
projects and schedules on an industry- 
wide basis. 

Mr. Ghormley graduated from Kan- 


Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. George Alexander announce 
the birth of a son, Michael Jonathan, on 
March 17. Verletta is on leave from Lincoln 


Traffic. 
A son, Donald Wayne, was born March 


to Mr. and Mrs. Don Allington. Sharilyn is 
on leave from Hastings Traffic. 

A son, Daniel Jack, arrived at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack Caldwell on February 
19. Jack is employed in Lincoln Commercial 
and Sharon formerly worked in Lincoln 
Plant. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Walter Clymer are the proud 
parents of a boy, Michael Leroy, born March 
15, Walt is employed in York Construction. 
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R. K. Ghormley 


K. E. Versaw becomes general equipment engineer 


f 


K, E. Versaw 


sas State College in 1941 with a BSc 
degree in electrical engineering. He 
received a Master of Science degree in 
electrical engineering in 1957 from the 
University of Nebraska. From 1941 to 
1946 he worked with the Automatic 
Electric Company of Chicago before 
joining LT&T as assistant to the equip- 
ment engineer. He became automatic 
equipment engineer in 1949 and was 
named general equipment engineer in 
1955. He is a registered professional 
engineer and a member of the Lincoln 
Engineering Club. 


Mr. Versaw graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska in 1949 with a BSc 
degree in electrical engineering. Two 
months later he joined LT&T as a shop- 
man and then became a junior engineer 
and engineering assistant before his 
promotion to an engineer in 1954. He, 
too, is a registered professional engi- 
neer and a member of the Lincoln En- 
gineering Club. 

Mr. Wakeman attended the Univer- 
sity and has been associated with LT&T 
since 1950. He started as a switchman 
and transferred to the engineering de- 
partment as engineering assistant the 
following year. He became an engineer 
in the transmission and protection di- 
vision in 1954. Mr. Wakeman has held 
a first-class radiotelephone license for 
20 years. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jerald Garrison are the 
proud parents of a girl, Stacy Lee, born 
March 6. Jerald is employed in Lincoln 
Construction. 

Mr. and Mrs. Art Hans announce the ar- 
rival of a son, Allen Arthur, February 26. 
Stella is on leave of absence from Lincoln 
Commercial. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Jarecke are the proud 
parents of a girl, Christy Carlo, born March 
21. Charles is employed in Lincoln Construc- 
tion. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Joosten are the 
proud parents of a boy, Michael Jay, born 
March 15. Mrs. Joosten is the daughter of 
Lloyd Miller and once worked in Lincoln 
Commercial. Both Mr. Joosten and = Mr. 


Miller are members of Lincoln Plant. 
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Walter Knudson Retires 


An item gleaned from the June 1921 
Telephone News _ reads as_ follows: 
“Harry Knudson, combinationman, 
Beaver Crossing, took his brother, Wal- 
ter J. to Lincoln 
May 30, where he 
has been employed 
by LT&T as me- 
chanic.” Thus was 
a new recruit intro- 
duced to the com- 
pany, as so many 
are, by a relative 
who was already 
established as an 
employee. We owe 
a vote of thanks to 
Harry, the younger brother, who is still 
an employee, himself. Whatever the 
circumstance that brought him to Lin- 
coln with Walter on that long ago Me- 
morial Day, it was fortunate for all 


concerned. 


Walter retired April 1 from his po- 
sition as equipment repairman at the 
general shop. During most of the inter- 
vening years he has worked as garage 
mechanic. Automobiles were new and 
mysterious gadgets when he first came 
to the company. Old Dobbin had but 
recently joined the discards. So Walter 
won his stripes in the company’s first 
garage, situated in the M-N alley, west 
of the Lindell Hotel. At the same time, 
gasoline for our growing fleet of auto- 
mobiles was still dispensed from a lone 
pump recessed in a niche in the alley 
wall of the old Auto building at 231 
south 14. 


Mr. Knudson followed the garage 
when it moved to 21st and L in 1926, 
and there pursued his trade as auto 
mechanic until he transferred to the 
general shop as equipment repairman 
in May 1948. Here he took over an 
increasingly important segment of the 
repair work, as we were beginning to 
use more gasoline generators, electric 
saws and other power tools for main- 
tenance and construction routine. His 
long training and natural aptitude for 
things mechanical fitted him perfectly 
for this type of work. Walter liked the 
challenge to his abilities, too, and the 
last ten years of his active career were 
spent happily at labors in which he ex- 
celled. 

Mr. and Mrs. Knudson plan to retain 
their residence in Lincoln. Their im- 
mediate plans call for a journey to 
Chicago before settling down to the 
new order of living. Their son, Willard, 
works for the construction department. 


The words “In God We Trust” were 
placed on pennies for the benefit of 
those who use them for fuses. 
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A. K. Robison 
Lincoln 
35 Years 


Eeata Merz 
Seward 
30 Years 


Bernice Bishop 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


O. L. Clark 
Lincoln 
10 Years 
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Hastings 
10 Years 


M. M. Heath 
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Phyllis Lukassen 
David City 
10 Years 


SERVICE 


AA YEARS Merlie Markuson, Lincoln. 

41 YEARS Lillian Bader, Nebraska City; H. 
M. Miller, W. P. Shuck, Lincoln. 

38 YEARS Grace Hauschild, A. C. King, Lin- 
coln: Eva Stutz, Hebron. 

37 YEARS J. J. Brockmeyer, Beatrice. 

35 YEARS A. K. Robison, Lincoln. 

34 YEARS M. D. Chamberlain, Lincoln. 


33 YEARS Ruth Goslin, Lincoln; J. G. Van- 


Jordheim, Hastings. 
32 YEARS S. G. Nelson, York. 


31 YEARS E. T. Little. Auburn: Ted M. 
Ray, Beatrice. 

30 YEARS H. T. Drake. Tecumseh: I. D. Liv- 
ingston, Nebraska City: Beata Merz, Seward. 
79 YEARS M. W. Franklin, V. B. Hutchison, 
Darlene Multer, Lincoln; Minnie Schlitt, 
Hastings. 

27 YEARS Harold Brady. Lincoln: Mary 
Jackson, Fairbury; Mable Wieting, Beatrice. 
26 YEARS Howard Spahnle, Lincoln. 


24 YEARS A. J. Cox, T. W. Ryan, Lincoln; 
G. L. Oglesby, Beatrice. 

23 YEARS Josephine Placek, Nebraska City. 
21 YEARS Edith Hughes, J. A. Schellen- 
berg, Lincoln. 

17 YEARS RR. E. Grant. B. M. Wedgwood, 
Lincoln. 

16 YEARS R. C. Humiston, Plattsmouth; 
Viola Hutchinson, Fairbury; D. G. Rutledge, 
Weeping Water. 

15 YEARS Elizabeth Behm, Rexine Bretta, 
Lincoln. 

14 YEARS Virginia Baker, Emma Ebbeka, 
Geneva; P. V. Eckles, Edgar; Mary Tice, 
Lincoln. 

13 YEARS Martha Dietrich, Stella Hans, 
Evelyn Koch, C. S. Whittington, Lincoln; 
Hazel Thomason, York. 

12 YEARS J. E. Findley, D. R. Swanson, 
Lincoln; Arlene Musil, Crete. 

10 YEARS Bernice Bishop, O. L. Clark... 
W. Ward, Lincoln; M. M. Heath, Hastings; 
Phyllis Lukassen, David City; B. B. Strayer, 
Crete; J. L. Summers, Hebron. 

9 YEARS Betty Christensen, Nebraska City; 
Martha Vculek, Fairbury. 

8 YEARS C. W. Hayes, Hastings; Cleora 
Lawrence, Nebraska City; Dorothy Scheele, 
Beatrice. 

7 YEARS June Hudson, Lincoln; Edith Par- 
sons, Superior. 

6 YEARS N. C. Duer, L. J. Reuter, W. F. 
Roberts, Marilyn Schroder, Lincoln; Norma 
Maschmann, Hebron. 

5 YEARS Thelma Bitting, Beatrice; Mabel 
Bodkin, D. B. Boerrigter, B. D. Livingston, 
Mabel Pettet, Dorothy Scheele, Lincoln, Ma- 
donna Snavely, Superior. 
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B. B. Strayer 


Crete 
10 Years 


H. T. Drake 
Tecumseh 
30 Years 


1. D. Livingston 
Nebraska City 
30 Years 


Elizabeth Behm 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


L. W. Ward 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


J. L. Summers 
Hebron 
10 Years 


The doubles champions proudly hold their dram-size trophies after their successful battle. The 


finalists, from left: Paul Eisenbarth, Bob Stall, Bob Chamberlain and Gay Henderson. 


The finals of the table tennis tourna- 
ment were held in the 14th and M club 
rooms on St. Patrick’s Day, but there 
was nary a Connors nor Quinn—not 


even a Ryan or Connealy—in the finals. 
The singles championship went to 


Paul Eisenbarth of Lincoln Plant, a 


newcomer to the finals bracket. Paul 
outlasted a persistent Bob Cardwell of 
Engineering in a thrilling three-set 
match. Twenty hopeful ping-pongers 
entered the elimination tournament 
this year. On his way to the final 
round, Eisenbarth disposed of Higgins, 
Pfeifer and Clifford. Cardwell won 
from Henderson, Ehlers, Findley and 
Pattison. 

The doubles trophy was won by the 
Gay Henderson-Bob Stall team, who 
took their last doubles title in 1955. 
Their opponents in the final round 
were the Paul Eisenbarth-Bob Cham- 
berlain duo. The new champs won their 
title in straight sets after disposing of 
the teams of Findley-Zimmerman and 
Cardwell-Arnold. The ancient cham- 
pions, Clifford-Ahl, bowed out in the 
first round to Findley-Zimmerman. 
Eleven teams competed in the elimina- 
tion tournament. 


The singles championship trophy rests on the 
paddle of Paul Eisenbarth as Bob Cardwell offers 
his congratulations. This was the first appearance 


for either contestant in the finals bracket. 


New Employees 


Commercial 


Mary Hansen”......... Teller, Lincoln...... 2-26 
Engineering 

Jack Shadley............ DOrattsrmari: .2scciceesc 2-26 
Plant 

Beverly Barney....... Svc. Opr., Lincoln..3-10 

Bryson Braziel*........ Janitor, Lincoln......2-27 

Jesse W. Cook.......... Janitor, Supply...... 3-10 

Le J PenchiP et cc: Janitor, Wahoo.____.. 2-24 

Howard E. Kelly....... Lineman, Lincoln 
CONSE, onckcate easy: 2-24 


_Typist, Lincoln 
Central Plant._...... 2-24 


Lorene Mares.... 


Glenn L. Melson*.....Clerk, Supply........ 2-24 


Philip A. Miller 

| a i) eee ee Janitor, Supply.....- 3-17 
S: A. PIRSCHUS nxcc.0c.es Grdmn., Lincoln....3-10 
Robert Schappaugh* Grdmn., Lincoln....3-17 
Floyd J. Tibbles........ Inst.-Rprmn., COE, 


Dovid CY wsccecck es 2-24 
Edwin B. Wait*........ Janitor, Supply...... 2-26 
A. E. Warholoski, Jr. Lineman, Lincoln..3-10 


Traffic 
Kathleen Bedient®*....Opr.,  York............ aa. 
Marilyn Dirks*......... Opr., Lincoln ........ 3-10 
Phyllis Hinman” ....... Opr., Lincoln ........ 3-10 
Caroline Lewis.......... OPPs. VOR Rsccucios.nn 3- 3 


*Re-employed 
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Promotions -- Transfers 
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J. L. Ruble R. A. Stall 


Commercial 
Patricia Bosak, clerk, Lincoln to York. 
Plant 


Allan Behm, combinationman, Central Plant, 
to equipment repairman, Supply. 

Gerald Bosak, lineman, Construction, Lin- 
coln to York. 

Jimmie Ehlers, lineman, Construction, to 
switchman, Lincoln. 

Loyal Eitzmann, groundman, Construction, 
Lincoln to Hebron. 

Robert Garrison, groundman to _ splicer'’s 
helper, Construction, Lincoln. 

Paul R. Haith, garage serviceman (P.T.) to 
warehouseman, Supply. 

Eugene Hauschild, groundman to lineman, 
Construction, Lincoln. 

Charles Hayes, lineman, Construction, to 
combinationman, Hastings. 

E. J. Hoaglin, lineman, Construction, Lin- 
coln, to warehouseman, Supply. 

John C. Jensen, lineman, Construction, Lin- 
coln, to combinationman, Wahoo. 

Howard Kelly, lineman, Construction, Lin- 
coln to Beatrice. 

Gerald Laschanzky, lineman, Construction, 
York, to switchman, Lincoln. 

A. R. Montgomery, lineman, Construction, 
Hebron, to switchman, Beatrice. 

Roger Naegele, groundman, Construction, 
to switchman, Lincoln. 

Donald Nielsen, splicer’s helper to splicer, 
Construction, Lincoln. 

Jack Ruble, combinationman to _ installer- 
repairman, COE, Fairbury. 

Robert Schappaugh, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Construction, Lincoln. 

A.H.B. Seamark, switchman, Lincoln, to 
shopman, Supply. 

R. A. Stall, switchman, Lincoln, to installer- 
repairman, COE, Supply. 

Robert Zeigler, groundman, Lincoln to 
Hastings. 


Happiness Ahead 


Charles Arnold, Lincoln Commercial, and 
Janet Hook were married March 9. The 
ceremony was performed in the chapel of 


St. Paul’s Methodist Church, Lincoln. 


Eugene Hauschild and Carlo Canterbury 
were united in marriage on March 8 at East 
Lincoln Christian Church in Lincoln. Eu- 
gene is a member of the construction depart- 
ment, Lincoln. 

Vera Knerr, York Traffic, and Dean Bank- 
son of Hordville were married March 9 in 
the Methodist Church at York. 

Ruth Nygren, Wahoo Traffic, became the 
bride of Donald Horak on March 20 at the 
Lutheran Church in Malmo. They will live 
in Colorado. 


Building Progress--15th & M 


Events are moving swiftly as prelim- 
inaries to the actual construction work 
at 15th & M are checked off one by one. 
Already the final plans and specifica- 
tions have been prepared by Kirkham, 
Michael, McReynolds & Associates of 
Omaha, consulting engineering firm of 
Omaha. These plans have been made 
available for interested contractors and 
it is expected that the bidding will close 
and formal contracts be let before the 
month’s end. Groundbreaking cere- 
monies are tentatively set for April 30 
and the starting of construction on 
May 1. 


20-Year Award 


Proving that we are not newcomers 
to Nemaha County, the Auburn Cham- 
ber of Commerce, at its regular March 
meeting, presented LT&T with an 
award certifying 20 years of continu- 
ous membership in that organization. 


Dell's Illness Persists 


The many friends of Dell C. Gilmore 
will be disappointed to learn that an 
illness of a year’s duration has failed 
to yield to rest and medication and is 
still of such meas- 
ure as to preclude 
his return to the 
job. Accordingly, at 
the expiration of 
the period for pay- 
ment of sickness 
disability benefits, 
he was transferred 
to the service pen- 
sion rolls. The ef- 
fective date of his 
retirement was 
March 14, at which time he had accum- 
ulated a service span of more than 32 
years. Mr. Gilmore must wait 13 years 
before reaching the normal age of re- 
tirement. 


Dell came to us as an apprentice 
switchman in March 1926, and the rec- 
ord shows that all of his service has 
been gathered in the Lincoln switch- 
room or the switchboard section. In 
due time he became a full-fledged 
switchman and bore the title of switch- 
boardman for seven years before earn- 
ing the rating of merit switchman in 
1942. He was sub-foreman for COE 
installation and later an equipment 
foreman before he became ill in 1956. 
He has been absent on sickness dis- 
ability since March 1957. 


Like so many of our families, the 
Gilmores are a telephone clan. Dell’s 
son, Don, follows the trade of his father 
in the Beatrice plant department. 


Pe: 


The ground breaking, from left: Max C. Walker, general plant superintendent; Walter F. Ro 


WS 


berts, 


personnel director; Vivian Kinghorn, chief operator; John Sanders, editor, Nemaha County Herald; 
Myron Birdsley, wire chief; George Eggleston, arca manager; Floyd Pohlman, mayor; Clyde Burge, 
district manager; K. L. Lawson, general commercial superintendent; Irvin Schneider, president, chamber 
of commerce; L. W. Cleveland, general traffic superintendent; “‘Doc’’ Premer, plumbing contractor; E. B. 
Koon, general contractor; Raymond Gebers, electric contractor. 


Construction of Auburn’s new ex- 
change building was officially set into 
motion March 17 with the ground- 
breaking ceremony at the building site 
where Mayor Floyd Pohlman of Au- 
burn teamed with K. L. Lawson, gen- 
eral commercial superintendent, to turn 
the first earth. Present to witness the 
event were the several contractors; 
company representatives from Lincoln 
and Auburn; John Sanders, editor of 
the Nemaha County Herald; and Irvin 
Schneider, president of the Auburn 
Chamber of Commerce. 

It is expected that the building will 
be completed this fall and the new dial 
equipment will then be installed. Fol- 
lowing the conversion of the exchange, 
Auburn subscribers will be able to 
dial station-to-station long distance 
calls direct to telephones in 77 other 
dial exchanges in southeast Nebraska. 

Successful bidder for the general con- 


tract was the Lincoln Engineering Con- 
struction Company of Lincoln. The me- 
chanical contract was awarded to Pre- 
mer’s Plumbing and Heating Company 
of Auburn, while the electrical con- 
tract went to another Auburn firm, 
Raymond’s Electric Company. 

The new system will serve about 
1,850 telephones on the Auburn ex- 
change and provide direct distance 
dialing facilities for customers. at 
Brock, Johnson, Peru, Brownville and 
Nemaha. 

The building will be located at 15th 
and L streets and will accommodate 
the commercial and plant offices and 
dial switching equipment. The single 
story, brick veneer structure will mea- 
sure 121 by 43 feet. It will be air- 
conditioned and include a drive-in pay- 
ment window and a six-stall garage. 
Off-street parking will be provided for 
customers and employees. 


The Dial For Hebron 


The first step—and an essential one— 
toward bringing the dial system to He- 
bron was accomplished with the pur- 
chase of a plot 75 by 165 feet, lying 
east across the alley from our present 
building. The new building will face 
north. The frame residence structure 
presently occupying the lot is to be 
dismantled or moved away as soon as 
possible and it is expected that pre- 
liminary work at the building site will 
begin shortly thereafter. The present 
garage building will be retained. 
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A Return of Softball? 


The personnel department broadcast 
the news than an LT&T softball team 
is in the offing, with Bob Livingston 
and Dean Jones volunteering to pro- 
mote and manage the team if it can 
be formed. The coupon return from 
prospective team members has been 
above expectations. Practice is already 
under way. Uniforms, of course, are 
available. 

We'll welcome the renewal of this 
summer sport, and hope that we can 
promise Bob and Dean the support and 
attendance such a fine project deserves. 


Lincoln Telephone News 
April 


1958 


Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


The Glee Club quartette, from left: F. S. Nichols, 
H. M. (Bud) Miller, L. M. Campbell and H. A. 
(Ike) Seamark. 


34 Years Ago 


April is an anniversary month of 
one of the most ambitious projects in 
entertainment ever undertaken by 
LT&T employees. It was back in 1924 
when someone discovered that the com- 
pany was bulging at the seams with 
talent. A committee was formed to 
round it up, and it wasn’t long before 
two full orchestras, a string quartette, 
a 20-p-ece band, a male vocal quartette 
and a 19-chair glee club were organized 
and practicing for their premiere. 


The performance was held at the 
Temple Theatre on April 2, 1924, with 
all employees invited. The old theater 
was comfortably filled by the huge 
crowd that gave its enthusiastic en- 
dorsement to the efforts of their fellow 
employees on stage. 


Some of the performers—though they 
may have forgotten it by now—were: 
George Hansen, Pep Saunders, Ed Cum- 
mings, A. B. Smith, George Mann, E. L. 
Martin, Charles Peachman, J. S. Jack- 
son and Bud Miller as members of the 
Glee Club: E. S. Fisher, O. L. Sturte- 
vant, Alex Geist, Al O’Dell, Harry Gore 
and Ray Baldwin as members of the 
band. Rose Riggs, Cleo Ashley and 
Francis Virgil were among the bevy 
of ushers. 


Edward Massie Retires 


Johnson Becomes Friend Manager 


R. L. Johnson 


E. M. Massie 


Edward M. Massie, manager at 
Friend, has staged a remarkable come- 
back in recent months from a serious 
health problem; but even so, his prog- 
ress has not been to his complete lik- 
ing, which undoubtedly is tne reason 
for his request for retirement on service 
pension. The benefit committee, find- 
ing all qualifications in order, granted 
the request ten years ahead of the 
normal age for retirement. The effec- 
tive date for his entry into the senior 
ranks was March 24. 

Although Ed’s official service date 


reads April 21, 1927, like many another, 
he was exposed to telephone training 
before that time. The fact that none 
of his earlier periods of employment 
were of the necessary six months’ dur- 
ation kept them from being included 
in the total of his accredited service. 
He was a groundman at Shelby in 
April 1925; a groundman at Osceola in 
August 1926; and at David City in Oc- 
tober 1926. These entries on the pay- 
roll were punctuated by lay-offs and 
resignations. In April 1927 he reap- 
peared as groundman at David City to 
begin his unbroken service record of 
nearly 31 years. 


In 1928 Ed went to Beatrice as com- 
binationman. He was transferred to 
Auburn in 1942 and to Wymore in 
1943. In June 1944 he was named man- 
ager at Friend, the position from which 
he retires. 


Raymond L. Johnson, former man- 
ager at Cook, went to Friend as acting 
manager last fall to shoulder manager- 
ial responsibilities until Mr. Massie 
was able to resume them. With Mr. 
Massie’s retirement it was announced 
that Mr. Johnson will remain at Friend 
as exchange manager. 


Good Insurance 


The slip of paper changing han-'s in the picture above is a check for $7,500. It is being pre- 
sented to Walter C. Stewart, left, by Bruce J. Sievers, assistant controller, right. The check represents 
a lump sum payment by the Prudential Insurance Company of the face value of Mr. Stewart’s group 


insurance. 


Employees are awar2 of the important niche their group ‘insurance occupies in providing security 
for their families and dependents. Th2 company’s substantial contribution to its cost enables most em- 
ployees to carry a greater amount of coverage than would be possible with any other form of protection. 

But many employees do not know of certain stipulations of the policy that make it even more 
valuable to them. One is the clause by which the entire amount of the certificate is payable if the 
insured becomes totally and permanently disabled before the age of 60—and upon submission of proof 


of this condition that is satisfactory to Prudential. 


This provision is not included in the group master policies now being written, but it applied to 
that of Mr. Stewart and is the basis for the payment of the tidy sum. 

There have been other instances where this has been done within the company circle and we think 
it presents the best possible evidence of the hidden values in this type of protection. 
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‘um Leads Lincoln Elks 


William D. Quinn, sales supervisor, was installed Exalted Ruler of Lincoln Lodge No. 80, B.P.O.E., 
Wednesday evening, April 2. The high honor culminates more than four years “in line’ work for Bill 
in the Elks lodge. The installation ceremonies were enhanced by the presence of the national Grand 
Exalted Ruler, H. L. Blackledge, of Kearney; Governor Victor E. Anderson, and many other distinguished 


guests. 


Other telephone folk sworn into office at the ceremonies were: K. J. Boshart as inner guard and 
Waldo J. McDowell as a member of the board of governors. About 25 LT&T Elks were present to wit- 
ness the event. Some of them, unfortunately, could not be found to pose with Mr. Quinn for the pic- 
ture above. In the picture, from left: A. B. Waters, K. J. Boshart, W. D. Huddieston, H. W. Spahnile, 
A. W. Holcomb, W. W. Eden, M. M. Hale, W. J. McDowell, Mr. Quinn, E. H. Royce, J. J. Caldwell, G. E. 
Walroth, Ted M. Ray (district deputy grand exalted ruler for Nebraska east), Rex R. Winders, R. S. 
Culver, V. P. Spears, Rolland R. Winders, K. L. Lawson and B. D. Pattison. 


Death of Ruth M. Koukal 

Ruth M. Koukal, formerly of Platts- 
mouth Traffic, died at La Grange, IIli- 
nois, Tuesday morning, March 11. She 
was 65 years of age and had been re- 


tired for the past 
nine years. 


Mrs. Koukal, who 
was then Ruth Hea- 
therington, first 
donned a headset in 
the Plattsmouth op- 
erating room 45 
years ago. The ex- 
act date was March 
12, 19138. She re- 
signed in March 
1917 to be married. 
She was reemployed later in the same 
year as assistant chief operator, but 
relinquished this post in February 1918 
to take up full-time chores as a house- 
wife. 

In November 1929, Mrs. Koukal 
again entered Plattsmouth Traffic, to 
remain in continuous employment until 
she was taken ill in the spring of 1947. 
She was able to return to work after 
a three-month absence, but only for 
a few weeks. In August 1947 she left 
the switchboard at Plattsmouth for the 
last time. She was on the rolls for 
sickness disability and disability pen- 
sion until January 1949, when she was 
granted a regular service pension. 

Funeral services were held at St. 
John’s Catholic Church at Plattsmouth 
on Saturday, March 15. 


Bowlin’ 

Scores were generally higher during 
the past month and several averages 
were fattened by a pin or two, which 
is about normal for a season that is 
drawing to a close. Howard Spahnle 
cot his 600 (exactly) in the Thursday 
league, while three of the ladies topped 
the 500 mark, viz.: Norma Somerheiser 
—538; Rexine Bretta—507 and Joan 
Moorberg—504. 

Entries to the men’s tournament 
(April 13) exceeded all bounds, dwarf- 
ing last year’s bumper tournament by 
the following comparison: 


Entries 1957 1958 
Teams pa 30 
Singles 77 94 
Doubles 53 60 
All Events 51 77 


The girls’ tournament. schedu'ed for 
April 20, will be covered in next 
month’s News along with the story of 
big battle for the champion’s trophies 
in the men’s division. 


Jenkins Recognized 


The Nebraska Association for Health, 
Physical Education and _ Recreation 
selected Lloyd C. Jenkins, Lincoln 
Plant, for one of the four State Honor 
Awards presented by that group at its 
annual convention this year. The award 
was made on the basis of Lloyd’s work 
and interest in these fields The pre- 
sentation was at Grand Island on 
March 21. 
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Ben Ford Enters Retirement 


In the past the News has found itself 


embarrassed at times by missing the re- 
tirement date of certain employees who 
had taken ill a few months before they 


would have nor- 
mally entered the 
pension rolls. The 
sickness. disability 
benefits provided 
under the com- 
pany’s Plan were 
paid until the ex- 
piration period and 
the employee then 
graduated to the re- 
tirement_ ranks 
without returning 
to the job. 

The retirement of Ben L. Ford, com- 
binationman at Beatrice, is of this na- 
ture. Ben has been ill and absent from 
work since last May, and on March 7 
rolled past the age of 65. We will not 
attempt to become involved with re- 
tirement dates, etc., and thereby risk 
an argument with various accountants 
and actuaries, but we want to pay trib- 
ute to a fine telephone man, and bid 
him adieu from active employment, 
whatever the date effective. 


Ben is a “Sone exchange” employee, 
and Beatrice is that exchange. He was 
employed there as a groundman in his 
initial appearance as a telephone man 
on September 16, 1919. He had become 
a second-class combinationman before 
he left the company in April 1921. In 
mid-May of that year he returned to 
the plant forces as lineman, but a sea- 
sonal layoff caught him on June 1, and 
it was not until September 1924 that 
he reappeared on the Beatrice payroll 
as lineman to begin his unmarred rec- 
ord of continuous service. 


In May 1926 Ben again became a 
combinationman, a job he has ably per- 
formed through all the intervening 
years until sickness forced him to lay 
aside his tools last year. 


The Ford family in Ben’s retirement 
years expects to remain “one exchange” 
people and seldom be found far away 
from Beatrice. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


Following is the total amount of claims 
paid by the Telephone Employees’ Mutual! 
Benefit Association during March 1958: 
Primary Members....31 Claims....$?,982.70 
Dependents ............ 14 Claims 239.25 


Total. Pasas | $4,221.95 


“Sir. may I have your daughter for 
my wife?” 

“Bring your wife around and Ill 
see,” 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


David City Area 


by Vivian Dee 


The flu bug is making the rounds at the 
office. We hope it will take leave soon so 
everyone will be back to work. Nadine 
Kliment is home on her vacation. . .. Mrs. 
Armagost, wife of our ‘boss man,’’ was un- 
fortunate in slipping on the ice and breaking 
her ankle. Ask Mr. Armagost how he spends 
his Thursday evenings and his reply will be 
“washing.”’ . We welcome Francis Asper 
and family to David City. Francis joins our 
Plant force as switchman.... We here in the 
commercial office, as well as in the plant de- 
partment, are beginning to notice that the pace 
for our dial conversion is quickening. , 
Visitors at our office during the month were 
Charles Novak and “Stub” Roland of Crete; 
E. L. Dorland of Wahoo; Irene Combs, H. W. 
Spahnle and L. J. Powell of Lincoln. 


Nebraska Cify Area 


by Betty Christensen 


Rods and reels are beginning to come out 
from their long winter’s nap and smiles are 
coming back into the faces of all, which is 
a pretty good sign that “Spring is here!”... 
A pink-and-blue shower was given Dorothy 
Everett at the telephone office March 28. 
Dorothy is the proud mother of a bouncing 
baby boy. ... Mr. and Mrs. George Placek 
are more than busy these days as their daugh- 
ter and two grandsons are visiting them... . 
A new toll class has been started. Students 
are Lois Schultz and Hattie Martin and the 
instructor is Edna Komma. . Myra Met- 
calf was a recent visitor in the office. 
Chester Byard has been at Wahoo several 


weeks helping install dial telephones. 
Gloria Wellman has now moved into her new 
home. . . . Sherry Nannen attended the Ice 
Capades in Omaha. ... Norma Jean Dettmer 
went to the Sport & Boat Show in Omaha. 


Plattsmouth Area 


by Thelma Tritsch 


Since our last edition with the report of 
Rose Janda, Traffic, falling and injuring her 
leg, we are sorry to report that she received 
two broken bones and is in a cast. Rose is 
getting along very well and we hope it won’t 
be too many weeks before she will be back 
with us. ... Bob Humiston attended an open 
house at the Engineering School at Kansas 
State University. Bob was greatly impressed 
with the vast amount of equipment in the 
school... . Darrell Mather of Weeping Water 
Plant has been working at Wahoo the past few 
weeks helping change sets for the dial con- 
version. ... Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Lane and 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Rutledge attended a local 
ceremony given for their sons going from 
Cub Scouts into Boy Scouts. ... Betty Her- 
mann, Weeping Water Traffic, has been serv- 
ing on the Cass County jury at Plattsmouth. 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 


Spring is here and that means start of va- 
cations at Seward. Eileen Brauer will spend 
her vacation at home enjoying her chil- 
dren. ... By the looks of the plant depart- 
ment, however, spring has taken its toll of 
sickness. All the men had a bout with the 
flu—practically at the same time, Mike Svo- 
boda ending up by having the measles... . 
Howard Eickman is recovering at home after 
his recent operation. ... Entering the bowling 
tournament from Seward on Sunday, April 13, 
were Jerry Shipley, Gus Jensen, Mike Svo- 
boda and Wayne Menze. 


Saunders Scales 40-Year Peak 


L. G. (Pep) Saunders added the 40-year emblem—set with a diamond, no less—to his collection of 
LT&T service pins. No one will gather more of them than Pep, for he already visualizes becoming 
eligible for the 50-year pin before the retirement date catches up with him. According to his calcula- 
tions, he will then be in his 50th year by a matter of four days; enough to make him a candidate for 


the rarest and biggest jewel. 


it will already be apparent that Pep was a very young man when he first came to LT&T. That 
was on March 27, 1918. He started as a rackman at “main” office and six months later went to 
“south” office as night switchman. Lincoln had cnly two offices in those times. He held a veritable 
battery of jobs and titles while a member of Lincoln Plant and was wire chief when he transferred to 


Engineering in June 1950 as senior engineer. 


Mr. Hale paid high tribute to Mr. Saunders and to his wife, for Mrs. Saunders was a telephone 


girl when they met. ‘‘It was men like Pep who built this company, 


a 


is the way Mr. Hale stated the case. 


A dinner honoring his anniversary was held at the Cornhusker Hotel on March 27 and the camera 


clicked on some fine scenes. 


Unfortunately, the films did not iell and another group shot was taken, 


which accounts for the change of scenery, if some of the original group are mystified. In Mr. Hale’s 
office, from left, are: P. H. Henson, W. F. Roberts, K. L. Lawson, Mr. Saunders, B. J. Sievers, L. W. Cleve- 


land, Mr. Hale, M. C. Walker and Hougton Furr. 
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Wahoo Area 


by Mary Beaty 


Mr. and Mrs. Ed Dorland and Douglas spent 
the weekend of March 23 visiting relatives in 
Geneseo, Illinois. . . . Mrs. Joyce Smith and 
small daughter of Lincoln were recent visitors 
in our office. Joyce was formerly employed 
in Traffic. Mary Beaty and Hazel 
Hagenbuck attended the ice show at the 
Omaha Ak-Sar-Ben Coliseum. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
by Marcelene Behrends 


Dorothy Biggerstaff is driving a new cop- 
per and cream colored Chevrolet, and Harry 
Rogers swapped boats and is now the owner 
of a new yellow and white one... . Margaret 
Legar of Lincoln and 2nd Lt. John Damon 
were united in marriage at the St. Paul Meth- 
odist Church in Lincoln on March 8. John is 
the son of George Damon, Auburn plant.... 
Shirley Gerdes and Dorothy  Biggerstaff 
served cake and coffee on their March birth- 
days. ... Oakel Butler is feeling much better 
after a brief stay in the hospital. ... Ruth 
Ann Tunks, Shirley Boeck, Elva Remmers 
and Shirley Reed attended the state basket- 
ball tournament in Lincoln when Auburn 
played Minden. . Orva Jean Gobber and 
Phyllis Rippe and their husbands enjoyed a 
fish dinner at Rulo recently. ... Betty Lou 
Oestmann and Shirley Reed enjoyed leisurely 
vacations at home. 


Beatrice Area 


by Rosalie Witkowski, Veronica Siske 
and Frank Fisher 


Vacation time is approaching once again, 
with Myrtle Janssen, Marcella Will and Dar- 
lene Remmers among the first to take theirs. 
Darlene and her family were busy moving 
into their new home. Virginia Coon, 
Pamela and Michael attended Capping cere- 
monies at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital on March 16. 
Virginia’s niece is in nurses training 
there. ... Myrtle and George Janssen cele- 
brated their 25th wedding anniversary on 
February 21. They received a shower of cards 
from the girls in Traffic. Ruth Corter 
won $25.00 in a contest sponsored by a local 
bakery. Word has been received that 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Hevelone are proud par- 
ents of twin girls. Mrs. Hevelone is the for- 
mer Connie Keyt who previously worked in 
Traffic. Marcella O’Bryan and Marilyn 
Vonderhaar motored to Concordia, Kansas to 
attend the ceremonies of Marilyn's cousin 
who pledged her final vows as Sister St. 
Jeaunee D’ Arc in the Order of St. Joseph 
at Concordia Mother House... . Frank Nevitt 
recently spent a weekend in Grand Island. . - 
Don Gilmore is back on the job after his 
operation; also Lambert Eitel who received 
treatment for flu. The only topics of 
conversation in the switchroom are fishing 
and boating, and the fish stories will soon 
start flying. 


Crefe Area 


by Loretta Mcllnay 


With the promise of a bowling alley to be 
opened in Crete, this area is anticipating the 
discovery of some top-notch bowlers. Plans 
are being made for a team. . . Most of us 
had those childhood diseases when we were 
quite young. Not Velma Fikar. She waited 
to have the mumps with her children. 
Several of the girls in Traffic missed a few 
days of work because of the flu... . Dur- 
wood Gollehon and Loal Genrich of Beatrice 
have finished changing telephone sets at 


Clatonia. The exchange was converted to 
dial April 1, ... Our sympathy is extended to 
Caroline Iwohn, Clatonia contract chief op- 
erator, in the death of her mother. Funeral 
services were held on March 7 in Clatonia. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois McCord 


The plant department spent a few hectic 
days repairing damaged lines caused by the 
recent sleet storm. The area most affected 
was between Fairbury and Gilead, and the 
help of Fenton Kipling and S. M. Carr of 
Auburn, Doyle Fisher of Humboldt, Carl 
Franzen of Pawnee City, and Lorin Lyons 
and construction crew of Tecumseh was 
greatly appreciated. . . . Dorcas Slater spent 
her vacation visiting relatives in Waterloo, 
Iowa, and Fort Wayne, Indiana, and also her 
daughter and family in Lincoln. . . . Anne 
Snell visited her sister and grandmother at 
Reseda and Los Angeles, California, and 
danced to the music of Lawrence Welk at 
the Aragon Baiiroom. Bonnie Harris 
spent a weekend in Denver to attend her 
niece’s christening and to visit her sister and 
family. Fern Hohbein has moved back 
to the country since her roommate, Virginia 
Otto, is taking the big step. .. .- Viola 
Hutchinson waited out the recent snowstorm 
in Fairbury, but her husband wasn’t so for- 
tunate—he was stranded in Kansas. .. . 
Beryl Leslie recently visited friends in Grand 
Island. “VIC IS HERE.” 


Tecumseh Area 


by Irene Thies 


Bonnie Taylor is convinced that her train- 
ing has not been complete. She recently had 
a call from a pay station and a dime became 
stuck in the slot. After some banging around 
by the subscriber, she was asked, ‘Can't 
you jiggie it up there?” ... Norma Lee Hahn 
and husband Darold, who recently obtained 
his pilot’s license, took off in the wild blue 
yonder one weekend and landed at Jefferson 
City, Missouri to visit relatives. Norma Lee 
reports that there was some snow in “‘them 
thar clouds” and that next time she will take 
along a horn to honk back at the geese..... 
Mary Meister opened the fishing season and 
caught one fish. As for the size—Well, she 
says she is pretty sure it was a fish be- 
cause it had been swimming. . Verna- 
belle Mommens is really “cutting up” on 
her vacation, yards and yards of dress ma- 
terial. She is sewing her summer ward- 
robe. . .. Our wishes for a spe-dy recovery 
to Nancy Gottula’s father who damaged his 
hand in a wood saw. George and Jo- 
sephine Placek, employees at Nebraska City, 
were recent visitors of the Whzeatcrafts and 
toured our building. . .. Dick McCoy re- 
cently purchased a new home and will have 
as neighbors Don and Ines Meister and Norma 
Lee Hahn. We think they should rename ihe 
street and call it “LT&T Road.” ... Most of 
the fellows in the plant department had a 
part in installing equ’pment at the new John- 
son County Hospital which is to have its 
opening April 12 and 13. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 


by Velma Bock 

It is nice to see spring peeking around the 
corners, and with the coming of spring th? 
C. J. Crews have sent word that they will 
be returning home after spending the winter 
at McAllen, Texas. : Helen Adermann, 
Erma Dixon, Joan Miller, Theo Frycek and 
Nata Hershey have all added another year 
and a birthday celebration of cookies and 
candy for all the girls. ... We are happy 
to report that Bili Minich is now recuperat- 
ing at his home following a short stay in 
the Mary Lanning Hospital at Hastings, where 
he underwent surgery. 


Hastings Area 
by Marilyn Buttell 


Moreane Alldritt, Jessie VanTrump and 
Marie Pearson attended the Business and 
Professional Women’s dinner at the University 
Club in Lincoln on February 22. ... Maxine 
Jones has returned to work following a pro- 
longed absence due to illness. . We wel- 
come Shirlene Brown back to work as an 
occasional operator. 


Hebron Area 


by Ramona J. Kenning 

The sleet storm of February 27 brought 
considerable damage to the Hebron area. 
Lending a helping hand to clear the trouble 
were John Summers and his crew of the 
construction department and several com- 
binationmen from Aubura, Humboldt, Pawnee 
City, Supsrior and Beatrice. Inspecting the 
storm area were M. C. Walker and A. W. 
Holcomb of Lincoln, and Clyde Burge of 
Beatrice. .. . Directory salesman Al Zehrung 
is in the Hebron area working on the new 
directory which will be printed this fall. ... 
A. R. Montgomery and family are leaving 
the Hebron area to work in Beatrice at the 
new telephone building. They will be taking 
their home with them, a brand new trailer 
house. . . Word has been received by the 
H. G. Taedter family that their son, Richard, 
who is in the service, has reached his desti- 
nation—Hawai:i, but does not Know as yet 
which of the small islands he will be sta- 
tioned on. 


Superior Area 
by LuEtta M. Braun 


On February 28 the traffic department had 
a party honoring Clarinda Lake, who cele- 
brated her 35th anniversary with the com- 
pany. Marvin Pilfold came down _ from 
Hastings the following Tuesday and presented 
to her a 35-year pin. . .. Glenda Balty and 
husband are the proud owners of a ’58 
Plymouth. Clarinda Lake was recently 
in Hastings, where she spent the day shop- 
ping. . . . LuEtta Braun and husband at- 
tended a St. Patrick’s dinner and dance at 
St. Paul, Nebraska. It was sponsored by the 
International Harvester Company for their 
salesmen. 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


With March and its still chilly weather we 
find one vacationer, our chief operator, 
Edna Pflughaupt, who traveled to Denver to 
visit her brother and tamily and some of her 
friends. . . . Mildred Mouden flew to Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, February 21, to visit her daughter 
and family. On the return trip she found, 
to her surprise, that the pilot was her hus- 
band’s cousin whom she hadn’t seen for 
about ten years. ... Spring opening in York 
found three of the girls winning gifts from 
the merchants. The lucky girls were Kath- 
leen Sughrue, Commercial, who won a shirt; 
Alice Chambers, Traffic, who won two dol- 
lars worth of bakery goods; and Nancy 
Cramer, also of the Traffic, who won an oil 
change and lubrication job for her car... . 
Teona Christensen reports an enjoyable trip 
to California and is now back at work look- 
ing very chipper. ... Agnes Lierman, Traf- 
fic, has returned to work following a leate 
of absence. Welcome back, Agnes. 


Accounting 
Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


“Time to brighten up the office with a 
little color,”’ proclaims Ralph Retzlaff. 
“Women’s clothes are much too drab around 
here,” he expounds his theme, “gray, black, 
brown and that olive! We need some vibrant 
colors.’’ He displays his red, orange and blue 
socks as an example. “See what I mean?” 
he asks. “How can I?” retorts Pat Tindall 
blinking. ‘‘Can one look into the face of 
the sun?” The conversation in Ralph's corner 
is mostly boats, however—lake-worthy craft— 
and how to soften the seats. ‘‘Spring is here,” 
sighs Ralph, and visions of water skis dance 
in his head. “Throw open the windows,” and 
the gale blows Pat Tindall out the door. But 
he’s a gentleman—picks her up, dusts her off 
and places her back on her seat. ... George 
Mann attended his forty-second consecutive 
basketball tournament. The statement most 
likely not to be heard from George: ‘Bas- 


| Clarinda Lake DI 


ugs In on 35 Years 


The camera from the Maraska Studio, Superior, caught this pleasant image as it recorded an 
event of loca! history—Clarinda Lake receiving her service emblem representing 35 years at the 
Superior switchboard. Marvin Pilfold traveled from Hastings to Superior to represent the district office 
in making the presentation. Frank Kubat, area manager at left, and Bertha Anderson, chief operator, 
at right, were present to offer their hearty congratulations. 
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ketball games are all alike.”’ . . . Sorry to see 
Marge Armstrong leave (and she admits a 
pang or two). The girls of the department 
lunched her at Helen Penner’s on April 3. 
Marge is moving back to Wilber where hus- 
band Darrell has leased a Mobil Service Sta- 
tion. (If you need any service in that area, 
look him up.) . . An uncle’s funeral took 
Grace Hauschild to Sioux City on a recent 
weekend. Printing Service friends are 
wishing speedy recovery to Esther Schneider 
who recently underwent spinal surgery. 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Carol Carlson, Associate Editor 


Now that spring has officially arrived, some 
people are taking advantage of the nice 
weather and have taken some week-end 
trips. . . . Eleanor Grabowski and family 
traveled to Columbus to visit her sister. ... 
Darlene and Warren Hagel-Pitt went to Fair- 
bury for a weekend. . .. Another short va- 
cation was enjoyed by Eunice and Harry 
Bailey when they went out for a drive 
and ended up in Topeka, Kansas. They 
didn’t think of the basketball tournaments 
being held in Kansas and almost found them- 
selves without a motel room for the night.... 
Betty Biggs proudly reported the birth of a 
nephew. Darlene Boukather also has 
something new. It is a 1958 Plymouth... . 
Sally Grabowski is probably our earliest va- 
cationer. Sally traveled by train to Idaho Falls, 
Idaho. Sally, who will soon be a bride, went to 
visit her fiance and his family. ... The girls 
on the volleyball team went to Lone Oak 
for a steak dinner and really enjoyed them- 
selves. . . . Bonnie and Johnny Barr were 
kept plenty busy when they moved to their 
new apartment. They moved to a _ brand 
new four-plex and they are certainly thrilled 
with their new home. Bobbie Reason 
recently spent a few days in the hospital for 
a check-up. Bobbie reports she certainly had 
a good rest and we are happy to know there 
was nothing wrong... . Janice Post recently 
celebrated her 19th birthday. ... Janice Wall 
traveled to Friend where she was a brides- 
maid in her girl friend’s wedding. .. . Margot 
Lucs was reminiscing one day and told us of 
the time a man from out of the state asked 
Margot’s husband, Bill, where he was from. 
Bill replied, ‘‘Latvia.”’ The next question 
was, “Do you drive back and forth to work?’ 
Margot, who seems to be full of funny stories 
this month, also told of the day she and 
Bud Eden were waiting for the elevator. 
When the elevator came down, there was 
only room for Margot to get on. Hattie 
said, ‘‘Sorry, I can’t take all of you.” “Well, 
I can’t go in pieces,’’ was Bud’s reply. 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


Spring is here and everyone has spring 
fever with these lovely days. They make 
you want to dig out the charcoal grill and 
go on a picnic. Marla Kutz paid us a 
surprise visit from McCook. She is helping 
her folks get settled in their new home. 


They have moved here from McCook....A 
tiny visitor in our office was Danny Caldwell. 
Sharon brought him in to see us... . Marg 


Ryne is a busy gal these days—she is mov- 
ing into an apartment and buying groceries. 
Ron is due to return from Korea in about 4 
weeks. She says it is just like starting mar- 
ried life all over again. Friday, March 21, 
Marg Ryne had a birthday party for the 
“girls’’ in her in-laws’ recreation room. Ev- 
eryone had a lot to eat and drink and we 
all had a wonderful time. The only victim 
was an ash tray which was broken. ; 
Congratulations to Janie Howett and Carol 
Hendricks who are both wearing beautiful 
diamonds. Carol will be married in August 
and Janie has not set a date. ... Pat Bosak 
and husband have moved to York where 


"Brighten Your Home” Motif at Home Show 


LT&T again participated in the Home Show, held at Lincoln Municipal Auditorium March 25 
through 30. The attractive booth was ““manned” by personnel from the Lincoln business office. The 
camera found Bedric Wanek and Betty Thomsen on the job as it came to snap a picture. Approximately 


23,000 people toured the Show during its six-day run. 


Our commercial folk did real well with their sales pitches, as they contracted for three main sta- 
tions, two extensions, 15 color telephones, one “hands-free” telephone, two Ericofons and a goodly 


number of miscellaneous items. 


Jerry will continue to work with LT&T.... 
Sandy Carter’s husband has been in camp 
for eleven weeks and is on his way home. 
She is scurrying around trying to get every- 
thing ready to welcome him home. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Not much news but we did have three very 
welcome visitors recently. They were 
Helen Gill, former Switchroom employ<e, Art 
Keckler and Roy Cleveland. Following 
is news from a couple of our other depart- 
ments: 


Custodial 
by Paul Radebaugh 


Art Drake had a narrow escape on March 
18, as he was coming to work. He was driving 
down 14th Street and had to stop for a train, 
but his brakes failed. Art quickly swung his 
car off to the side in time to miss the train. 
He said he just turned right around and went 
back home and left the car, as that was 
close enough for him... . Paul Metcalf was 
confined to the hospital during the month of 
February with infection in his leg. At this 
writing he is back to work and feeling fine 
again. ... Jack L. Mankamyer, former em- 
ployee in this department, paid us a visit the 
first part of March. Jack said he passed his 
C.P.A, examination and is now a certified 
public accountant, practicing at Denver. 


Wire Chief's Section, 14th & M 


by Marilyn Jo Osborn 
Recent visitors in the department were Roy 
Cleveland and Rex Winders. . Jim How- 
land took a hunting trip in the Hastings area 
March 23, but reports the snow drifts were 
still five feet high so he couldn't get off the 
highway to do any shooting. 
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e e 
Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


A. O. Andrews’ new tie elicited special at- 
tention — not because of any unusual 
flamboyance but because it was just one 
step above the decorum and conformity which 
is the usual character of Andy's sartorical 
effects. “I got it for my birthday,’ Andy 
had offered deprecatingly of such frivolties 
and by way of explanation. ‘‘When was that?” 
persisted his admirer. ‘‘When I got the tie,” 
clarified Andy as he concluded the colloquy. 
It wouldn’t take a degree in goobledegook to 
go around again with that one. . . . The 
Spencers, who take their science seriously, 
had made a special point of observing the 
recent transit of Sputnik II. It wasn’t until 
comparing notes after the viewing that it 
turned out one member of the party had been 
directing his attention to one of LeMay’s In- 
tercontinentals which had executed a huge 
sweeping curve and headed back to LAFB.... 
Tyler Ryan had snuk surreptitiously into the 
back door of the engineering department and 
was busy selling baseball tickets right under 
the nose of Chief Engineer Henson, who also 
had a large block to dispose of. Instead of 
giving Buss Ryan a resounding and brutal 
“No!” this reporter, certain that for years 
B. A. Isaman had been carefully preserving 
his last buck in the same place he had pre- 
served his first one, and further knowing tha 
the last time Buck went to a ball game he 
was wearing a bowler hat and rode in one of 
the old Lincoln Traction Company's electric 
streetcars, finessed thus: “I'll buy a book if 
Buck will.’’ This had always been a sure 
stopper for all sales pitches, but this reporter 
had underestimated Mr. Ryan. Tyler’s face 
lit up like Sherman Field and, waving a fresh 
check, pointed to Buck emerging dazed from 
his office holding a book of tickets at arm’s 
length between the thumb and fingers, all 
the world like a prima donna looking for a 


place to dump a dead mouse. In the other 
hand he clutched a fountain pen dripping ink 
from every leaking old pore. ... Fred Sego- 
viano felt happy, relaxed and satisfied as he 
settled in front of the TV in his new home. 
He could even forget the cost of paving which 
his neighbor thought he oughta have, the new 
pair of glasses his boy had just lost ($35). He 
was no longer resentful that in stretching the 
living room carpet the carpet man had sprung 
the latch on the front door; that the parakeet 
had escaped ($7). Even when the television 
set went on the blink ($10), Fred only sighed 
and petted his ailing old dog (vet’s fee $5). 
All because his older boy, Larry, would be 
home from the marines on Easter... . Roger 
Dehning wants it reported that his bowling 
game has not gone down hill as was reported 
in this column last month. 


Supply 


by Mary L. Wynn 


_ We refuse to give Bob Rauch and the 
Chanteyman Choral Group any more publicity 
in our column. All of us were in front of 
our TV sets for “This Is Your Life’? and the 
“Chanteymen”’ never did put in their appear- 
ance. Russell still hasn’t learned the reason 
for this nonappearance, but we think Bob 
has headed for the high seas rather than 
face us here at home. . We were quite 
surprised to see Sylvia Hoaglin when we 
turned on our TV sets March 16. She sang 
with the Sacred Heart Choir on the KOLN-TV 
“Choir Loft” program. . Bob Donaldson 
left on his vacation—vacation from LT&T at 
least. His plans include painting the outside 
of the house, repairing the roof, putting in a 
new basement wall and laying a sidewalk un- 
der the clotheslines. He hopes to have time 
for a fishing trip, also. George Fleck 
spent part of his vacation in Wichita with 
his brother. The balance of the time was 
spent doing spring cleanup work around 
home. ... Art Sharp is the owner of a new 
Chevrolet. ... Charlie Hansen doesn’t have a 
new car, but one cold spring day he decided 
he’d better see if his car air-conditioner still 
worked O.K. He tried it out while driving 
home at noon. It worked! The controls stuck 
and Charlie was unable to turn off the cold 
air. He about froze until he could get to the 
garage to have it repaired. . The Motor 
Vehicle employees are busy painting tools 
and equipment in preparation for the great 
day when we move to the new Garage Build- 


ing. Everything except the emergency equip- 
ment, which will be red, will be the same 
color as our cars and trucks. ... Jim Bren- 
dle’s “Greetings” from Uncle Sam arrived and 
he reported for duty April 7. 


Lincoln Traffic 


Kathleen Carey, Associate Editor 


We were afraid they weren’t going to have 
spring this year and then that old equinox 
finally made good and we are beginning to 
see those telltale signs; Melba Richards look- 
ing pert and pretty in a paisley frock, Juanita 
Schleif’s daffodils burning up the landscape 
with their brilliance, Sheila Mitchell’s German 
Shepherd dog “Annie” presenting her with 
eight cunning puppies, and thereby hangs a 
tale. Sheila became so perturbed and anxious 
about their safe delivery that she had to re- 
port off for the day. Those unsung 
heroines of the telephone office who are put- 
ting their husbands through Uni. took ad- 
vantage of the spring holiday to do some va- 
cationing. Eleanor Wilken and mate moseyed 
down Missouri way, Pat Lange and spouse so- 
journed to South Dakota, Mona Washut and 
son visited in Montana. Glad to have 
Georgia Smith and Ella Hansen back after 
their stays in the hospital. ...Rexine Bretta 
has been striving all season to bowl a 190 
game. She finally made it the other night 
and could hardly wait to see her name in 
the paper. The next night she turned eagerly 
to the sports page and sure enough there it 
was: ‘“‘Roxene Bella—198.”" ... Betty Hitch, 
in securing the route to Bowlegs, Oklahoma 
the other day, was doubtful about the spell- 
ing and though she meant to ask “Is that one 
word or two?’ she said, “Is that one leg or 
two?” ... Mary Tice almost got left in Texas 
on her vacation. She went into a souvenir 
shop while her husband had the car serviced 
and got so enthralled reading the cute quips 
on the wall plaques that she forgot to come 
out. Friend husband almost got away but got 
lonesome after three or four blocks and de- 
cided to come back after her. . Dorothe 
Keller asked Paul Metcalf to save her some 
boxes for mailing purposes some time ago. 
One morning when Dorothe got off work 
she found her car so loaded with boxes that 
she couldn’t get in. That wasn’t all. When 
she finally got home after her boxed-in ride 
her husband took a dim view of such goings- 
on and drove off to work in the other car 
muttering something about boxing some- 
body’s ears. 


Cane Notches 35 Years 


_ 


In 35 years a lot of water can go under a bridge; much work can flow across a desk; and a man 
usually grows wiser, grayer and heavier. All but the last of these things have happened during the 
span of time that Harlan W. Cane has been a member of the engineering department—most of the 
years as cost engineer. He was presented his blue lapel pin by Paul H. Henson, chief engineer, 


a moment before the shutter snapped on this scene. 


From left: Houghton Furr, Charlies Connors, B. A. 


Isaman, Marie Jackson, I. J. Devoe, A. O. Andrews, Mr. Cane, K. E. Versaw, Mr. Henson, Roger K. 


Ghormley. 
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“Retired Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 


Mr. and Mrs. A. S. Keckler left Lincoln 
March 20 to visit their daughter, Marian, 
and family in Ohio. ... Lucy B. Lyle wel- 
comed her son, S. P. Lyle, of Denver for a 
short visit during March. He was in Lincoln 
on business for his bus company... . Flor- 
ence McKie was visited March 9 by her 
brother Lawrence from Bayard. He was in 
Lincoln for a plumbers’ convention. ... Miss 
McKie also had, as guest, a former schoolmate 
and telephone employee, Mrs. Letha Leonard 
of West Bend, Iowa. . Ann Keegan re- 
cently returned from a visit with her sisters 
in Tecumseh... . T. S. Risser and wife left 
for Fayetteville, Little Rock and Pine Bluffs, 
Arkansas, on an extended visit with relatives. 


General Commercial 


by Marilyn Lang 


K. J. Boshart and W. D. Quinn were among 

the spectators at the institution of a new 
Elks Lodge in Holdrege March 29... . Com- 
peting in the Elks invitational bowling tourna- 
ment at Rockford, Illinois, April 12 and 138, 
was Mr. Bosnart. ... Jury duty from March 
3 to 13 proved just too much for A. B. Gorman 
as he was ill with the flu for two weeks. 
It must have been that man he sent to the 
chair. We are glad to see him back. 
K. L. Lawson attended a conference between 
the American Telephone & Telegraph Com- 
pany and Independent companies April 9 at 
New York City. Mr. Lawson and Tyler 
Ryan will also attend the Nebraska Tele- 
phone Association convention in Omaha on 
April 22 and 23. ... A diploma and banquet 
too! That was Annette Luthy’s reward re- 
ceived from the Lincoln School of Commerce 
at graduating exercises held at Cotner Ter- 
race March 21. Congratulations to Annette. 
.. . Vietor Borge was honored when Marlene 
Kuhl and Chris Ford attended his stage show 
in Omaha on March 14—at least that’s what 
Chris says. ... Visitors with Ruth and Tony 
Kadavy were Ruth’s brother and family 
from Youngstown, Ohio. ... The Phil Bader 
home was the scene of a pizza party Satur- 
day night, March 22, at which time Joan 
Moorberg was honored with a delicious birth- 
day cake. Besides Miss Moorberg, Ruth and 
Tony Kadavy and Marlene Kuhl attended 
the party. . . . Welcome back, Mr. Schlentz. 
We missed you while you were ill. 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Marcia V. Watson, Associate Editor 


The personnel department was in an un- 
usual situation this month, W. F. Roberts 
being called for jury duty in Wahoo and 
Marieta Songster in Lincoln. The sad part 
was that they each picked up a “bug”’ while 
serving. . . . Marie Hall, on leave from the 
treasurer’s office, did not bring Cheryl Lynn, 
who arrived January 6, in to see us on her 
recent visit, but we are looking forward to 
seeing her soon. Reah Churchill and 
husband celebrated their 25th wedding anni- 
versary on March 16. A large family surprise 
buffet was the big light of the occasion... . 
Vice President and Mrs. Merle Hale drove 
to Florida on a combination vacation and 
business trip, he to attend a board meeting 
of the U.S.I.T.A. They flew to Havana, 
Cuba, for a few days’ stay. Mrs. Fred 
Bettenhausen wishes to extend her thanks 
for the many cards and flowers sent during 
her recent illness and she is very sure they 
aided in her speedy recovery. ... Recent visi- 
tors were Mrs. Maxine Bettenhausen Trump, 
of Omaha, Don Bettenhausen of Boeing in 
Wichita, Kansas, George Hansen and J. A. 
MecKinzie. A significant honor and re- 
sponsibility came to Mina Jorgensen with 
her appointment by the Worthy Grand Ma- 
tron as district supervisor for the Eastern 
Star in Nebraska. She has visited and super- 
vised ten chapters at this writing. 
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Lis] "Rews” The Back Page Apil 1958 


Eunice Bailey, Accounting, sits 
near a wall adjacent to the car 
park building. She almost jumped 
from her chair as_ she heard a 
faint cry of "Help! Help!" coming 
through the wall. Eunice has 
seen too many TV shows to be 
caught’ short. She dialed the 
cops. A few minutes later the 
building was swarming with min- 
ions of the law who finally wrung 
a confession from a car park 
employee that he had called down- 
stairs for more "help" to assist 
in parking cars during a momen- 
tary surge of business. 


Most involved accident of the month 
was that of Charles Peachman. Chas. 
was attempting to reach across’ the 
drinking fountain to draw a second 
cup of coffee from the urn when his 
foot descended upon the floor valve 
and a jet of ice water struck him 
full in the stomach. 


Kibitzers usurp all the chairs encircling the 
noon snooker games in the Lincoln club room 
and the players have to stand. Loran Powell 
thought the situation unjust and decided to 
find a remedy. He stole into the locker room 
and dialed the club room number, asking for 
Mr. Baum, one of the kibitzers; then he dash- 
ed back in time to slide into the vacated 


HE WENT HE COULDNT 4 WE chair as Vaughn rose to answer the call. 


Tiara-wiY }) Geen sear! 


{ CANT CLIMB 
WITH THIS 
TIGHT SKIRT! 
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While her husband , Harold, was having Betty Thomsen, Lincoln Commercial, who commutes 
the car serviced at a Texas station, from Ashland, finds that motorists are polite. 
Mary Tice, Lincoln Traffic, and son Her car skidded on the icy highway, crossed the 
Gary, did some gift shopping at an shoulder and came to rest in a cornfield, Betty 
adjacent souvenir shop. When they stood beside the car, trying to summon help by 
emerged, the car was gone. Harold waving at cars going by, and the people in the 
first dozen cars Or more - ALL WAVED BACK! 


Strange how many things interfere 
with becoming a _ heroine. One 
night Jane Phillips, Treasurer's 
Office, went home to find her 
young son stranded on the peak of 
a tall garage. Jane's attempts 
to rescue him made quite an im- 
pression on the neighbors. None 


drove quite a spell down the _ road 
before the silence made him uneasy 
and he discovered his loss. 
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THEY BOTH BOWED ? 


Pee DEMEMEN FERS HN 
ANC ETEREGRAPE CMTS N: 


of her ideas seemed to work. Once OH No- IT , 
é ‘ we George Hancock, Lincoln ABET: rhea 
she struggled a ladder into place COULDNT Be | yatcial eee an A Sie O rte 
: . , ’ y 
pts ae i Ret Oger gaia al Z ominous sound and felt 


search of the vicinity produced 
one of proper length, but Jane 
couldn't mount it because of her 
tight skirt. A change into jeans 
and the rescue was effected just 
as night was falling. 


a cooling breeze as he 
stepped from Car #40 
the other day. It was 
all too true. The seam 
of his trousers had 
mS given way completely. 


Betty Hitch, Lincoln 
Traffic, received a 
call for the improba- 
ble town of Bowlegs, 
Oklahoma, and, doubt- 
ful of the spelling, 
she meant to ask: "Is 
it one word or two?" 
but what came out 
that one 


Ray Clinton, who knows || Evelyn Judkins, Account- 
Lincoln streets like a ing, was so intent on 
book, got hopelessly || her work of classifying 
lost while driving a accounts - or maybe on 
carful of cheering ||her approaching = mar- 
associates to the "3" riage - that she answer- 
Office, which has been |] ed the ring of her tele- 
Situated at 20th and phone by the familiar 
Sumner since 1909, account number enter 


Betty Steele, Crete, 
answered an  infor- 
mation call. A lady 
asked, "Can you give 
me Bud Rice's’ home 
tel ephone number?" 
Betty exclaimed: 
"Budweiser's home?" 


Tlow Unee Construction 
LT&T’s New General Office Building 


Thomas C. Woods, Jr. 


Frank H. Woods 


Thomas C. Woods, Jr. Elected President of LT&T 
Frank H. Woods Named Chairman of the Board 


Thomas C. Woods, Jr. is the new 
president of LT&T. In an election held 
at a special meeting of the board of 
directors on May 2, he succeeded to the 
position held by his late father for the 
past 12 years. At the same meeting 
Frank H. Woods was elected chairman 
of the board. 


Our new president was born and 
raised in Lincoln, although his business 
career carried him away from the state 
as a young man. He has been employed 
by the Addressograph-Multigraph Cor- 
poration of Cleveland, Ohio since 1947, 
and has returned to his home town 
rarely during that time. 


President Woods has not yet had the 
opportunity of becoming well acquaint- 
ed in the organization, having spent the 
first weeks of office in the necessary 
but burdensome tasks that accompany 
the uprooting of an established house- 
hold. The family will move from Cleve- 
land to Lincoln when the numerous 
problems incident to the migration are 
surmounted. Mrs. Woods, the former 
Marjorie J. Jones, also is a native of 
Lincoln. The couple was married in 
1943 and has two children: a son 
Thomas C. Woods III, age 13; and a 
daughter, Sarah Ladd Woods, age 10. 

some employees remember Mr. 
Woods working here for a short time 
during the summer of 1940. Like many 
of our management personnel, he was 
introduced to telephone work under the 


tutelage of Bert Huddleston, retired 
general storekeeper. Part of his job 
was to shuttle mail and packages be- 
tween the 14 & M and 21 & L build- 
ings. He completed his high school 
education at Lawrenceville, New 
Jersey, and graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska in 1943. His entry 
into military service was an event of 
his graduation month. He did not long 
remain a buck private, but qualified for 
Officers Candidate School at Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma and was commissioned a 
second lieutenant in the field artillery 
In May 1943. He later served in the 
82nd Airborne Division. 

Returning to Lincoln in 1946 after 
his discharge from the Army, he en- 
tered the U. of N. College of Law. The 
following year he joined Addresso- 
graph-Multigraph Corporation. There 
he spent three years in the manufactur- 
ing division and eight years in market- 
ing development, methods and advertis- 
ing divisions. He became a member of 
oe executive group in February 

He is a member of First Plymouth 
Congregational Church, the American 
Ordnance Association, American Socie- 
ty for Engineers, U. S. Independent 
Telephone Association, Sons of the 
American Revolution, Cleveland 
Museum of Art, Friends of the Cleve- 
land Symphony Orchestra, Mayfield 


Country Club and Union Club of Cleve- 
land. 
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The election of Frank H. Woods as 
chairman of the board fills a vacancy 
that has existed since the death of his 
father in 1952. His business interests 
have mainly centered in Chicago since 
his graduation from Yale in 1928. How- 
ever, he has been closely associated 
with LT&T most of the intervening 
years. He has been a member of the 
board of directors since 1937 and also 
serves on the company’s executive com- 
mittee. He is currently president of the 
Sahara Coal Company, having joined 
his father and brothers, Thomas Sr. 
and Henry, in the management of that 
organization in 1933. Before that time 
he had been employed by the Harris 
Trust and Savings Bank at Chicago for 
five years. The family resides at Lake 
Forest, Illinois. 

Chairman Woods is a director of the 
Addressograph-Multigraph Corporation 
and the Illinois Manufacturers Associa- 
tion. His numerous civic activities in- 
clude service as president of the Com- 
munity Fund; president, from 1947 to 
1956, of the Illinois Society for Preven- 
tion of Blindness; trustee for the Art 
Institute and the Chicago Zoological 
Society; member of the All Chicago 
Citizens Committee, the Mayor’s Com- 
mittee on Juvenile Delinquency, and 
the Lake Forest Plan Commission. The 
family includes three daughters and a 
son. They will continue their residence 
in Lake Forest. 


The six principals in the groundbreaking ceremonies proved their skill with the 


digging spade—fundamental tool of the telephone trade. 


From left: 


Governor Victor 


Anderson; President Thomas C. Woods, Jr.; Mayor Bennett Martin; Chairman of the 
Board Frank H. Woods; Ray Osborn, vice president, Lincoln Chamber of Commerce; 


Merle M. Hale, vice president, LT & T. 
background, from left: 


Easily identified in the group forming the 
Mrs. T. C. Woods, Sr., Mrs. T. C. Woods, Jr., W. W. Eden, 


A. M. Newens, Morton Steinhart, J. H. Agee, H. W. Potter, L. E. Hurtz, W. W. Putney, 


Charles T. Stuart, Thomas H. Wake. 


Also showing in the picture is the giant mural 


facing of the new Pershing Municipal Auditorium, directly across the street. 


Work Begins on our new General Office Building 


Formal ground-breaking ceremonies 
heralded the beginning of construction 
on the new $1,750,000 addition to the 
company’s 15th & M building. This 
ground was really broken, as six sharp 
spades bit into the hardpan and gravel 
east of the present building at mid- 
afternoon Friday, May 2. The spades 
were powered by Victor E. Anderson, 
Governor of the state; Thomas C. 
Woods, Jr., president of LT&T; Bennett 
Martin, Mayor of Lincoln; Frank A. 
Woods, chairman of LT&T’s board of 
directors; Ray Osborn, vice president 
of Lincoln Chamber of Commerce; and 
Merle M. Hale, vice president, LT&T. 

Also participating in the ceremonies 
were members of the Railway Commis- 
sion; representatives of contractors, 
engineers and architects; members of 
the LT&T board of directors; officers 
and administrative personnel of the 
company. 


Ground Breaking on May 2 


As told in previous News stories, the 
present three-story building will rise 
to eight floors, while a four-story wing 
will be built to the eastward. The 
public entrance to the building will be 
at 1440 M Street, on the south face, 
while drive-in payment windows will 
be provided on the 15th Street side. 
Indiana limestone and granite with 
aluminum trim will set the motif of 
color and design. 


The ninth floor level will be 
“shrouded” with a porcelainized metal 
facing of aqua blue. This color scheme 
will be carried through to the can- 
tilevered marquee and covered passage- 
ways for the drive-in payment windows. 


While it will be classed as an eight- 
story building, various concealed levels 
and exceptionally high ceilings will 
give it an elevation equivalent to one 
of 12 floors. 
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The building will accommodate the 
general offices, the Lincoln business 
office, long distance and service operat- 
ing departments, and equipment for 
local and long distance dialing. After 
its completion in August 1959 the pres- 
ent general office building at 1342 M 
and the adjacent original “Automatic” 
building at 231 South 14 Street will be 
vacated. 

Investment in the new building, land 
and equipment will exceed $8 million, 
according to Merle M. Hale, vice presi- 
dent. Telephone numbers in Lincoln 
and several neighboring exchanges will 
change to seven digits (the 2-5 number- 
ing system) in December 1959, Mr. Hale 
Said. 

The present structure contains 45,000 
square feet of floor space. This will be 
increased to 162,000 with the compie- 
tion of the new additions. From the 
standpoint of local service this will 
double the present operating capacity. 


John Spady 


Tyler Ryan 


A. M. Newens 


Spady Retires as Western District Head 


Promotions Come to Ryan, Newens, Gray, Rutledge and Pilfold. 


The retirement of John Spady, 
western district manager, on May l, 
touched off a series of supervisory 
changes involving personnel and posi- 
tions at Hastings, Lincoln, Nebraska 
City, Seward and Weeping Water. 

Tyler Ryan, former commercial en- 
gineer, succeeds to Mr. Spady’s office 
as district manager at Hastings. Adrian 
M. Newens leaves Nebraska City to be- 
come commercial engineer at Lincoln. 
Robert H. Gray moves from Seward to 
Nebraska City as area manager. Donald 
G. Rutledge was promoted to area man- 
ager at Seward. Marvin L. Pilfold, 
formerly district clerk at Hastings, re- 
places Mr. Rutledge as manager at 
Weeping Water. 
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Mr. Spady’s retirement was effected 
at his request because of a growing 
desire ‘“‘to get his hands into the soil.” 
For the past seven years the Spadys 
have lived on their farm near Ayr, 
some ten miles south of Hastings. It is 
a beautiful place, with fine improve- 
ments and three irrigation wells water- 
ing about 250 acres. Most of the land 
has been rented out and John has 
chafed at the restrictions in his farming 
activities which, he complains, consist 
mainly of planting trees and 
yard work. With his newly 
gained liberty he expects to 
take active part in the manage- 
ment of his properties and 
profit physically from the ex- 
ertion and change of environ- 
ment. 


Vice President Hale informed 
the press that the company had 
accepted Mr. Spady’s request 
for retirement “with sincere 
regret.” John joined the com- 
pany as a groundman at Hast- 


ings in 1927. Part of his qualifications 
were that he fit in nicely as a cannon- 
ball pitcher for the LT&T baseball team. 
In quick succession he became a lineman 
and combinationman before entering 
the commercial department in 1929 as 
a solicitor. He traveled the byways in 
the early ’thirties, looking for business 
as a district salesman. In 1934 he was 
named area commercial manager at 
Sutton. The following year he went 
back to Hastings in a like capacity. He 
blo promoted to district manager in 


To the News, Mr. Spady gave assur- 
ance that his roots were too deeply 
set in Adams County for him to con- 
sider a move to other climes. His busi- 
ness interests may even interfere with 
his avowed intention of being a full- 
time farmer for, among other urban 
responsibilities, he holds office as direc- 
tor of the Hastings National Bank and 


vice president of television station 
KHAS-TY. 
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Mr. Ryan came to LT&T in 1934 as a 
graduate from the University of Ne- 
braska, where he received a BSc. de- 
gree. His first job was not to be envied, 
for he pounded the streets as a tele- 
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D. G. Rutledge 
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M. L. Pilfold 


phone salesman in the hottest summer 
on record — and it was during the 
depth of the Great Depression. Two 
years later he went to David City as 
clerk. In 1938 he was named manager 
at Milford and the next year moved 
to Seward as assistant area manager. 
In 1941 Tyler transferred to Humboldt 
as manager and in 1942 was appointed 
area manager at Wilber. He was there 
when inducted into military service in 

4, 
ace his return to employment in 1945 
he became district clerk at Beatrice 
until his appointment as area manager 
at Tecumseh in 1946. He came back to 
Lincoln as commercial engineer In 1955. 

Mr. Ryan’s affiliations include mem- 
bership in the Lincoln Chamber of 
Commerce, the Air Force Association, 
Kiwanis, Masons and American Legion. 
He is currently serving on the execu- 
tive committee of the Frank H. Woods 
pioneer chapter. The Ryan family is 
also represented by his wife, Mary; 
sons Bob and Dave, both in University; 
and daughter, Liz, in junior high 


school. 
* * * 


Mr. Newens received a BSc. degree 
from Drake University in 1929 and 
came to LT&T as solicitor in 
1931. Later he served in the 
business office at Lincoln as 
salesman and commercial rep- 
resentativ He also worked 
briefly for Postal as assistant 
telegraph manager. In 1942 he 
entered military service as one 
of the cadre formed by com- 
pany personnel and held the 
commission of captain when he 
: returned from the war in 1946. 
VA ‘ee During the same year he was 


(Continued on Page 9) 


With level gazes reflecting the honesty of their intentions, Max 
C. Walker, general PLANT superintendent and Ralph J. Connors, 
PLANT supervisor, drew a capsule from the glass bowl containing 
the name of a COMMERCIAL employee. Like we’ve said before; 
there’s nothing fixed about these drawings! 


remember, I told you!” 


And the lucky winner, Verna Alexander, Lincoln business office, added a missing 
piece to the set of airline luggage she has been assembling. From left, Jack Caldwell, 
Bill Quinn and Asa Waters heard her say, “How’d you guess what I wanted?—Oh, 1} 


Verna Alexander Wins April Prize as Employee Sales Jump 


Employee sales and merchandising 
activities continued nicely through the 
month of April and one happy lady is 
thankful she qualified as usual for the 
monthly drawing for the Merchandis- 
ing prize. Verna Alexander, of Lincoln 
Commercial, is building up a set of air- 
line luggage and the luck of the draw 
helped complete the set of matching 
pieces. 

In all telephone sales history, now 
is one of the best times to sell. Re- 
member that the telephone was a pres- 
tige item back in the early days—and 
well into the 1920’s. It was a hard-to- 
sell luxury during the Dismal ’Thirties 
and almost unobtainable during World 
War II days. 

Of course there was a great backlog 
of orders built up for a while after 
the war, but since about 1954 things 
have changed. The orders have been 
filled and we telephone people had to 
change our thinking. 

Merchandising, the life-blood of other 
competitive enterprise, had to be taught 
to employees. The industry redesigned 
their telephone models, put them into 
color; brought out a whole battery of 
new services—and they have been sell- 
ing. 


Telephone people are noted for the 
service they give. Telling our custo- 
mers how they can enjoy better living 
in a well-telephoned home is an im- 
portant part of that service. 

Many telephone folk feel that they 
are doing their friends a favor by tell- 


ing them how low-in-cost extensions 
make it possible to get more use from 
their telephone service. Step-saving ad- 
ditional telephones provide even greater 
safety and security. And they’re avail- 
able in colors that will mix, match or 
blend with any color scheme. 


Employee Sales, January 1 through April 30 


% Increase 
over March 31 


220 Number of employees participating -..................--..-.----- 13.4% 
1,234 Service requests received .................-..-----220---ee0--eeee tenes 54.5% 
1,490 = Sales resulting from service requests -............-...-......---- 54.7% 
$20,185.00 Annual gross revenue ..........-..---------------2--0--e0eeeeee eee eeee ee 57.4% 
121 Residence extensions sold 
100 Business extensions sold 
399 Colored telephones sold 
Extension Sales by Districts 
Total Ext. Total Ext. 
District 12/31/57 4/30/58 Gain 
1 | en a ee ae OE EN EE Soe 12,155 12,518 363 
CTS (1) sen Fe ea Eo ae PT re 1,908 1,951 43 
SOURNONI ooo cs al ee 2,090 2,153 63 
bn ko =| | | eR ee eRe! Oe REEL Bene ACE Oe eee 2,959 3,065 106 
Company .....................2-2---22-0-22- ee eee eee 19,112 19,687 575 


Leon Rezny, Beatrice Plant, gives attention to the nameless machine that ftranscribes punched 
tape records of DDD calls into intelligible toll tickets. 


Introducing An Automaton That Reads and writes 


The solution to one of LT&T’s per- 
piexing problems of a few months ago 
is still causing repercussions in other 
quarters. Recently we received a bulle- 
tin from the Standard Register Com- 
pany telling of their part in designing 
a machine for us that could read and 
write. 

When the Beatrice exchange was con- 
verted to dial and to direct distance 
dialing, the information for this type 
of toll call was recorded by a ticketer 
and perforating machine upon a 
punched tape. The tape could then be 
fed into a “read-out” machine which 
printed the statistical information on a 
continuous form which was later cut 
into toll ticket size. 

However, since the printed informa- 
tion would be unintelligible unless it 
appeared under explanatory captions 
on a preprinted form and since the in- 
formation must register properly on 
the form, it was necessary to invent a 
machine to do the job. 

The “read-out” machine was already 
available, but it needed to be equipped 
with a special paper feed to accommo- 
date rolls of the proper width. The left 
margin of the paper has sprocket holes 
similar to those in motion picture film. 
These are used as the registering de- 
vice. The form is preprinted to indi- 
cate the date, calling number, called 
number, filing time, minutes talked, 
charge, and ticketing machine number. 
The feeding-registering mechanism was 
designed by the Standard Register 
Company and they proudly announce it 
to be another “first” by that company 
in the field of automation. 


But the whole story isn’t told. The 
invention of the reading-printing ma- 
chine began in our own accounting de- 
partment. Bruce Sievers, assistant con- 
troller, began the search for a machine 
that would convert the information on 
the perforated tape to a toll ticket, and 
none could be found. A Clary read- 
out machine could decipher and print 
the figures but not the essential cap- 
tions. The Standard Register Company 
offered to convert the Clary machine 
to perform the task at a bid of more 
than $600 for one machine. If three 
machines were ordered the cost would 
drop to less than $300 and to about half 
of the latter amount each for 15 ma- 
chines or more. We, of course, had 
need for but one machine, but Mr. Sie- 
vers’ bargaining instinct revolted at 
the thought of spending the loaded 
figure for a single machine. 

It was then that he began a system- 
atical search for another telephone 
company in the same quandary as we. 
And at last he found one—the General 
Telephone Corporation of Michigan, 
who were soon to be needing three of 
the reader-printers. Mr. Sievers joy- 
fully entered into an agreement with 
them to share in the order for four 
machines and thereby was able to pur- 
chase the one shown above for less 
than half the amount he might have 
paid. 

The machine presently is kept at the 
Beatrice exchange, but it will soon be 
brought into Lincoln where it will be 
needed to convert information from 
tapes received from Wahoo, David City 
and other exchanges where D.D.D. tick- 
eters will be employed. 
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It's YOUR Association 


The report of the Lincoln Telephone 
Employees Co-Op Credit Association, 
filed with the State Banking Depart- 
ment, shows the year 1957 to be one 
of continued health and growth. Mem- 
bers were paid a 5% return on deposits 
and 444% on shares, making the largest 
return made on these savings since 
1937. 

The officers were doing a bit of 
reminiscing as they looked over the 
report and some of the interesting fea- 
tures of the Association were discussed. 
I. J. Devoe supplied the News with the 
following items: 

The Association was organized in 
May 1936 with the following officers in 
charge: F. E. Behm, president; M. M. 
Hale, vice president; Huldah Gessner, 
treasurer; and M. W. Franklin, secre- 
tary. The credit committee was com- 
posed of B. J. Sievers, G. O. Seaton 
and C. C. Donley. Supervisory com- 
mittee members included I. J. Devoe 
and H. W. Potter. 

Messrs. Devoe and Sievers have 
served continuously in their committee 
assignments since the date of organ- 
ization. 

R. H. Spohn, current president of 
the Association, has filled that office 
Since 1954 and prior to that time served 
as secretary for ten years. 

The following table shows the steady 
growth of the Association: 


At end of year Total assets 


1937 $ 38,925 
1942 124,351 
1947 213,800 
1952 289,965 
1957 501,273 


Loans made during the 20 years of 
operation total over $2 million. The 
net loss on loans for the same period 
totals $336. 

LT&T has extended a helping hand 
to the operation of the Co-Op during 
all these years. Office quarters, as 
well as furniture, are provided with- 
out charge. Quarterly and annual aud- 
its are prepared by our traveling audi- 
tor. Services of employee officers and 
committeemen are furnished without 
reimbursement. 


d “The Roaring Twer- 
mustachioed Art King 
dusting off the dirt roads of Lancaster County 
in a gear-shift Ford. Then, as now, Art was our 
ace toll troubleman. 


No wonder they were calle 
ties with such speedsters as 9 
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Money Winners. The York team, from left: Marylee 


Walter F. Roberts, major-domo of the men’s 


sy. 
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JoAnn Gloor of Lincoln toll equipment 


McCall, Barbara Carnes, Margaret Steffen, Mary Heser, Nancy tournament, checks the score sheet as Mel Sorenson department won first place in singles 
Norquest. They won second in the team event. Margaret and finds his 665 good enough to claim first place in with a 565 and shared in the team 
Mary won the doubles. Margaret took first place in all-events, | singles. An error in handicapping originally gave championship as a member of the Tet 
both scratch and handicap. Mrs. Steffen is the daughter of Mel a score of more than 700. Tones. 


Smick Williams, of Stromsburg. 


Bowling Champs Emerge in Annual Tournaments 


The annual bowling tournaments for boys and girls, held 
separately and respectively on April 13 and 20, have passed 
into the limbo of pleasant memories. Some new records 
were inscribed in the big book and everyone, winner or not, 
opined the events were well organized and eminently suc- 
cessful. For this we can bow low before Walter F. Roberts 
and Joan Moorberg, who had the major roles in organizing 
and guiding the tournaments. 

A throng of 160 bowlers competed in the men’s tourney; 
too many to complete their labors in one day, so a group of 
them took to the alleys the night before to roll their singles 
and doubles events. Teams were entered from Stromsburg, 
Seward, Tecumseh, York, Hastings and Beatrice, while bowl- 
ers were also present from Ashland, Nebraska City, Wahoo, 
Crete, Friend, Humboldt, Wymore, Hebron and Osceola. 

A pick-up team known as the “Holcomb Upsets” came in 
first in the five-man event with an even 3000 score—good 
for a cent a pin in prize money. The team was composed of 
Tom Hedges, Max Walker, Ralph Culver, John Litzenberg, 
and Ernie Royce. Mel Sorenson of Wahoo was the singles 


The Stromsburg team rolled into fifth place as a unit. Their six-man group 
includes every man in the Stromsburg area. From left: Freddie Rowlison, Bill 
Barry, Jim Hatfield, Smick Williams, Al Andres, Ralph Wait. 


champion with a 665. Jerry Swanson and Ron Ueberrhein 
swept the doubles with the 1287 series. All-events scratch 
honors went to Smick Williams of Stromsburg with 1623. 
Buck Duer, last year’s champ, held second place. R. L. John- 
son of Friend won the all-events handicap trophy with 1919. 
Best series was rolled by John Buck of York with a 576. 
Last year he also led in this department with a 611. Charles 
Connors had high game of 245. 

The ladies took the alleys 57 strong a week later. They 
were anxious to test the skill of Margaret Steffen of York, 
who has been burning up the alleys in that vicinity all 
winter long. Margaret did not disappoint them. Her first 
effort was a gigantic 567 scratch in doubles play as she and 
Mary Heser won that event with a handicap series of 1170. 
Margaret also won all-events scratch with 1494 and all-events 
handicap with 1620. The team championship went to the 
Tel Tones, composed of JoAnn Gloor, Sally Grabowski, Mimi 
Cotton, Shirley Krautheim and Rexine Bretta. Their win- 
ring series totalled 2569. The singles crown went to JoAnn 
Gloor with a 565. Rexine Bretta’s 211 stood up for high in 
individual efforts. 
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The boys from Beatrice did well for themselves in various prize events 
and ranked third in the team competition with a good score of 2,964. From 
left: Don Gilmore, Lloyd Oglesby, Bill Eckles, Dan Smith, Harlan Gillespie. 


From out west. 


3. Travels a lot. 


7. Equestrienne of So. 


Just moved. 


As We Were 


With this page we draw to a close the series of photographs from the 
News files and family albums showing our valued employees as they looked 
at about the time they came to work for LT&T. Thanks to all for their help. 
The series stirred up a lot of comment and brought back pleasant memories. 
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4. From Butler County. 5. Young Fire-ball. 


8. Top floor secretary. 


12. Champions of 1945. 
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10. Dial Three. 


13. Taken at York. 


service anniversaries 


A. L. Johnson Verna Alexander 


Lincoln Lincoln 
30 Years 25 Years 


A3 YEARS J. H. Hartley, Lincoln. 


42 YEARS R. S. Baldwin, G. C. Mann, Otto 
Nelsen, C. G. Riedel, Lincoln. 


37 YEARS J. L. Baxter, Lincoln. 

36 YEARS Ivan Paddack, Lincoln. 

34 YEARS T. B. Chinnock, Lincoln; Irene 
Swan, David City. 


33 YEARS W. Kk. Eno, L. C. Jenkins, M. H. 
Metcalf, Lincoln; Hilda Johanns, Plattsmouth, 
R. E. Wait, Stromsburg. 


31 YEARS Minnie Allen, Lincoln; H. O. Gil- 


lespie, Beatrice. 
30 YEARS A. L. Johnson, Lincoln. 


29 YEARS Moreane Alldritt, E. J. Flowerday, 
Hastings; R. E. Mills, Lincoln. 


25 YEARS Verna Alexander, Lincoln. 
24 YEARS L. W. Cleveland, Almyra Metcalf, 


Lincoln. 
23 YEARS R&R. R. Winders, Lincoln. 
21 YEARS G.C. Artz, P. J. Garvey, Lincoln. 
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M. J. Brandt Viola Clough 
Beatrice Lincoln 
15 Years 15 Years 


“th 


Maxine Jones Lydia McGuire 


Hastings Crete 
10 Years 10 Years 


17 YEARS Merna Bates, David City. 
16 YEARS Jacob Albrandt, Paul Henson, Lin- 
coln: C. H. Kermoade, Wilber. 


15 YEARS M. J. Brandt, Beatrice; Eleanor 
Buettgenback, Viola Clough, R. B. Hobson, 
Lincoln; Thelma Tritsch, Plattsmouth. 


13 YEARS C.D. Bucknell, J. G. Durr, C. R. 


R. B. Hobson Thelma Tritsch 
Lincoln Plattsmouth 
15 Years 15 Years 


Stock, Nebraska City; W. L. Eckles, Jr., Be- 
atrice:; D. C. Weaver, Lincoln. 


12 YEARS Olga Andersen, Superior; W. P. 
Barry, Osceola; Frances Duryea, R. W. Slote, 
Lincoln; Beatrice Sundberg, York. 


11 YEARS C. P. Franzen, Pawnee City; 
Clarice Fuller, Beatrice; J. J. Keogh, W. M. 
Sherman, Hastings. 

10 YEARS Arleen Fitzpatrick, Lincoln; 
Maxine Jones, Hastings; Lydia McGuire, 
Crete. 

9 YEARS Della Bredenkamp, Imogene 
Steingard, York; H. A. Ehrlich, Lois Meyers, 
Patricia Tindall, Lincoln. 


8 YEARS Wilma Drake, Lincoln. 


7 YEARS Donna Donovan, Eunice Green, 
W. D. Minich, N. M. Schmeltzer, R. D. Thal- 
las, Lincoln; Dorothy Everett, Nebraska City. 

6 YEARS Lila Shaw, Lincoln. 

5 YEARS Bonnie Albrandt, Ruth Reinke, 
Ivan Tyrrell, Lincoln; Josephine Tieskoetter, 
Superior. 


PROMOTIONS—from page 4 
named area manager at Plattsmouth and 
five years later moved to Nebraska City 
in the same capacity. He is past com- 
mander of Legion Post No. 8 at Ne- 
braska City, a member of the Chamber 
of Commerce, Rotary, Elks, Masons 
and the Frank H. Woods Chapter, 
ITPA. 
* * oe 

Mr. Gray’s employment with LT&T 
dates back to 1923 when he came 
to us as groundman at Bradshaw. Later 
he was a lineman and installer-repair- 
man before becoming manager at Table 
Rock in 1931. In 1935 he went to Platts- 
mouth as wire chief and became man- 
ager at Weeping Water in 1939. He was 
named area manager at Seward in 1950. 

Bob holds membership at Seward in 
the Chamber of Commerce, Cemetery 
Board, Rotary Club and Masonic Lodge. 
He, too, belongs to the local pioneer 
chapter. 

* * of 

Donald G. Rutledge began employ- 
ment as warehouseman at Lincoln in 
1942, an employment interrupted by 
three years’ service in World War II. 


He worked as shopman and combina- 
tionman before being designated man- 
ager at Weeping Water in 1952. He is a 
member of the American Legion, 
Chamber of Commerce and the Frank 
H. Woods pioneer chapter. He is local 
chairman of the Cub Scouts and Pee 
Wee ball club. 

Mrs. Rutledge and son, David, 11, 
will move to Seward at the conclusion 
of the school year. 

* * * 


Marvin Pilfold worked for the Long 
Lines division of AT&T for 18 months 
before coming to LT&T in 1947 as 
groundman in the construction depart- 
ment at Lincoln. He became a lineman 
in 1949 and moved to Osceola as in- 
staller-repairman in 1953. His selection 
as district clerk at Hastings came in 
1955. 

Mr. Pilfold served four years with an 
armored division in the South Pacific 
where he held the commission of second 
lieutenant. He is a native of Ashland 
and graduated from high school there. 
He is married and has two daughters, 
Debra Lee, age five, and Jody Lyn, age 
19 months. 
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Nice Going 


An honor of special significance has been 
conferred on Dewey Nelsen, Accounting, by 
the Masonic Fraternity. He has been ap- 
pointed representative of the Ohio Grand 
Lodge in the meetings of the Grand Lodge of 
Nebraska. Mr. Nelsen has been active in 
Grand Lodge committee work for many years. 
The award reads as follows: ‘’The Grand 
Lodge, F & AM, with confidence in the skill 
and fidelity appoint Dewey Nelsen as repre- 
sentative of the Most Worshipful Grand 
Lodge, F & AM of Ohio near the Most Wor- 
shipful Grand Lodge of Nebraska.’’ It was 
signed by Andrew J. White, Grand Master, 
Ohio. 

E. J. Flowerday was one of 12 Hastings 
residents who, ‘for their continued interest 
and cooperation”’ with the U. S. Navy, were 
presented with certificates of appreciation. 

S. D. Hanau, Fairbury Plant, was elected 
secretary of the city’s volunteer fire depart- 
ment at an April election. 

K. L. Lawson, general commercial super- 
intendent, was elected to a second three-year 
term on the Nebraska Telephone Association 
board of directors at the annual convention at 


Omaha. 
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CARRIER TRAINI 
Neeman, Ivan C. Hellerick, Wayne Berkland, Richard Bauer, Carl Bender, 
Donald Hessler. Seated at right: A. T. Kettler, Jim Ekstrand, Jim Green, 


Welden Duer. Standing at rear: Al Reed, instructor, Jim Story, Bob Kennedy, 
Dick Tejcka, Chris Lyberis, R. M. Martin, J. C. Durr. 
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ADVANCED AUTOMATIC DIAL SWITCHING—LINCOLN: From left: J. D. 
Behrns, Bob Turner, Al Ager, instructor, Rocky Shephard, Jerry Carter, 
Herman Hansen, Jerry Swenson, Bruce Seamark. 


Pippen 5's : 2 a & og i A o Y se p 
ADVANCED CARRIER TRAINING—LINCOLN: Clockwise around table from 
left: Lloyd Buckland, Al Spaulding, C. F. Schleufer, F. C. Asper, M. D. Soren- 
son, L. R. Cink, F. D. Nickelson, R. R. Guthrie, E. P. Canarsky, P. J. Caldwell. 


Standing at rear: Al Reed, instructor, Wallace Gake, A. R. Stahly. 
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ADVANCED SUBSCRIBERS’ STATION INSTALLAT 
COLN: From left: George Hancock, Harvey Gech, Bob Chamberlain, Cecil 
Hutchison, Dale Weaver, instructor, J. C. Jensen. 


ION AND REPAIR—LIN- 


A Record Enrollment 


The present day telephone man occupies a “‘’firing line’’ where he faces a con- 
tinual barrage of new methods and equipments in a rapidly changing industry. Not 
many jobs afford an opportunity to keep abreast of developments, so most of our 
folk who are determined to keep up with the times find it necessary to supplement 
their experience by study and training on their own volition. 


The evening vocational training classes are designed to fill this need. This is 
the fifth year the current series of classes has been made available on a voluntary 
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MECHANICAL & ELECTRICAL 
ATRICE: Seated, from left: F. Nevitt, J. Ruble, E. J. Schemmerhorn, L. A. 
Scott, N. D. Folkers, D. L. McCoy, H. A. Robinson, F. Fisher, S. D. Hanau, 
C. H. Kermoade, F. Jurgens, G. L. Caley, F. D. Nave, M. J. Danaher, L. L. 


J. C. Smith, W. L. Eckles, instructor, H. Gillespie, Dan 
Not in picture: 


Rezny. Standing: 


Smith, L. Eitel. Don Gilmore, R. M. Drake. 


DOMRe eRe 


SUBSCRIBERS’ STATION INSTALLATION AND REPAIR—LINCOLN: Clockwise 
from left: A. R. Jensen, Gerald Bosak, D. L. Yarman, Bob Livingston, Dale 
Weaver, instructor, Robert Ankersen, Howard Eickman. 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF PBX AND PABX OPERATION—HASTINGS: Front row: 
H. Tubbs, instructor, H. Moothard, (Red Cloud); C. Weeks, (Kenesaw). Middle 
row: B. Miller, J. Guilkey, N. Forsman, H. Kempf, R. Green. Back row: A. 
DeBacker, E. Ochsner, J. Hogan, (Heartwell), D. Enderley, E. Jungck. Not in 
picture: M. L. Pilfold. 
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in Vocational Classes 


enrollment basis to LT&T employees. Year by year the number of students has grown. 
This spring a record 171 completions were recorded in the 16 classes; eight of which 
were held at Lincoln, three at Beatrice, three at Hastings, one at Tecumseh and 
One at York. 


We are indebted to Marv Pilfold and Loran Powell for the fine picture coverage 
of the classes at Hastings and Lincoln, respectively. The camera missed on the classes 
of John Eckles at York and one of those of his brother Bill, at Beatrice. 
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CARRIER INDOCTRINATION—BEATRICE: Seated, from left: J. C. Smith, 
J. Turner, F. Nevitt, H. S. Williams, F. Fisher, F. Jurgens, J. W. Landenberger, 
1. Haith, R. M. Drake, L. L. Rezny, J. L. Ruble, C. H. Kermoade, E. Wheat- 
craft, G. L. Oglesby, R. L. Johnson, L. Eitel, H. Gillespie, J. H. Roland. Stand- 
ing: W. L. Eckles, Dan Smith, instructor. Not in picture: R. H. Fischer, Don 
Gilmore, J. Rhoades, W. H. Husing. 


PABX AND PBX FUNDAMENTALS OF INSTALLATION—LINCOLN: From left: 
Tom Roller; Francis Smith; Kay Johnson, instructor; Leland Ward; Wayne Hig- 


gins. Not in picture: Ray Slote. 
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CARRIER INDOCTRINATICN—HASTINGS: 


Front row: 
G. Hurley, R. Hromadka, C. Weeks, (Kenesaw), F. Arvanette. 
McKean, instructor; G. Benner, R. Culver, J. Bauer, H. Tubbs, H. Lahr. 
in picture: F. McCormick, G. Murrish. 


J. Hogan, (Heartwell), 
Back row: D. 
Not 
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FUNDAMENTALS CF AUTOMATIC DIAL SWITCHING—LINCOLN: From left: 
Ed Wait, Lowell Brown, Ralph Steward, Lester Ellis, Al Ager, instructor, 
William Ficko, Bruce Seamark. 
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ADVANCED AUTOMATIC DIAL SWITCHING—HASTINGS: Kneeling, from left: 
F. Crewdson, instructor, G. Sinner, R. Hromadka, B. Hunzeker. Standing: D. 
Joynt, E. Moorhead, J. Keogh, D. Webb, M. Melvin, H. Kempf, C. Weeks, 


(Kenesaw), G. Benner, F. Kubat. Not in picture: P. V. Eckles, G. Murrish. 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF TELEPHONY—LINCOLN: From left: Jim Irons, Larry 
Hardesty, Larry Goodrich, Ralph Steward, Lowell Johnson, instructor, John 
Hardesty, Kay Rising, Marion Wynn, Donald Weikle. 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF AUTOMATIC DIAL SWITCHING—TECUMSEH: Kneeling: 
Donald Jacobson, Donald Haith, Donald Meister, Dale Weber, Erman Wheat- 
craft, instructor. Standing: Harold Drake, Raymond Bruning, F. L. Kipling, 
Dareld Weber, M. E. Johnson, Chet Byard, James Smith, Don Hester, Carl 
Franzen, S. M. Carr, Ivan Haith. Members not in picture: George Damon, 
H. C. Rogers, Dean Kissinger, Delvin McCoy, Lloyd Wehmer. 


Lincoln Telephone News 


Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


Let's Work For Repeal! 


Everywhere about us we are hearing 
talk of tax relief, and how the cutting 
of taxes of various kinds would work 
to the benefit of national economy. 


We telephone people have plenty of 
reasons to plead for tax relief; for tele- 
phone service is one item among all 
those bearing exicise taxes that is uni- 
versally identified as a necessity rather 
than a luxury. 


Excise taxes are applied to such lux- 
ury items as furs, jewelry and cos- 
metics. Where does telephone service 
fit into such a category? Other house- 
hold utilities—water, gas and electricity 
—are not subject to excise taxes. Why 
apply such a burden upon the telephone 
—the fourth member of the essential 
household services? 


If your friends and neighbors ever 
complain about the size of their tele- 
Phone bill, you can tell them that it 
would be about 10% lower if the excise 
taxes were removed. 

Congressmen are always interested 
in knowing the thoughts of their con- 
stituents. Tell your friends to write 
their Senators and Representatives in 
Washington, telling of their interest in 
the removal of this discriminatory tax. 

Bill Long, of the Hebron Journal- 
Register, explained the problem nicely 
in a recent editorial. We take the liber- 
ty of reprinting it in its entirety: 


The Telephone Excise Tax 


This week’s issue carries an appeal from 
the LT&T for repeal of the excise tax on 
telephone service. This does seem to be a 
worthy request, as the excise tax was de- 
vised for luxuries or things that only add to 
the American way of life, but are not neces- 
sities. The telephone might have been so 
classified at one time, but in the develop- 
ment of present day ways of life and busi- 
ness, it has really become a necessity. We 
admit some have discontinued their phones, 
but they still borrow their neighbor’s. 

This tax started during the war to dis- 
courage non-essential use of telephone serv- 
ice and free the lines for necessary defense 
use. This emergency is long past and also 
communication facilities have been so in- 
creased that there is ample service for all. 


But the so-called “luxury tax’ on telephones 
remains. It increases your service charges 
10% and classes your telephone with cos- 
metics, furs, jewelry, tobacco, alcoholic bev- 
e€rages and other luxuries. 

Write your congressman and ask that he 
consider this measure. Explain to him that 
you consider your telephone a necessity. You 
might mention that shoes are a luxury to 
some people and so are pants—but not to 
the American people. Nor is it exactly a 
luxury to call the police or fire department 
or the doctor—even to order groceries by 
Phone and conduct business with which to 
pay for the groceries and all other local, 
state and federal taxes. 

This is not a tax against the telephone 
company, but a direct tax against you. The 
telephone company is required by law to add 
10% to your bill each month and then remit 
the tax in full to the Federal government. So 
it’s your business to ask for its removal... . 
Bill Long. 

Also bending its effort toward repeal 
of the tax is the Communication Work- 
ers of America, through its president 
Beirne, who urged Congress to drop 
the tax entirely on the grounds that it 
was economically unsound and has out- 
lived its wartime usefulness. 


Apple For the Teacher 


When some junior high science teach- 
ers of Lincoln were called away to at- 
tend the National Science Teachers 
Association convention at Denver in 
late March, the school coordinator hit 
upon the novel idea of enlisting scien- 
tists and engineers of the city to take 
over the classes. At LT&T, volunteers 
were found in the persons of Paul H. 
Henson and Roger K. Ghormley. Like 
most of us, they have always had the 
urge to return to school — as teachers. 
They scored quite a success in the 
undertaking, and afterward received 
several complimentary letters attesting 
their skill as educators. Nora Veer- 
husen, coordinator for the schoo] S. 
wrote Mr. Hale to comment on the fine 
reports of the new teachers that came 
to her from pupils, regular teachers and 
principals. She said Messrs. Henson and 
Ghormley were “most competent and 
made worth-while contributions... ” 


Independents Still Growing 


The number of Independent tele- 
phones in the U. S. is expected to soar 
to the ten million mark before the end 
of the year, according to a USITA bul- 
letin issued in March. The latest fig- 
ures—already well surpassed — list 
nearly 9,700,000 Independent telephones 
in service at the beginning of 1958. 


The 4,113 Independent companies op- 
erate more than 10,000 exchanges, em- 
ploy more than 100,000 people and show 
a plant investment of 234 billion dol- 
lars. Gross revenues totalled $722,872,- 
039 in 1957. 
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For The Archives 


There are many places among filing 
cabinets and other recesses of the gen- 
eral office building where a letter or 
document might rest undisturbed for 
half a century or so, except for those 
periodic housecleanings that occur in 
well-regulated offices. It is at such 
times that most of our valuable histor- 
ical papers have been discovered. 


A few years ago we began microfilm- 
ing records that were stored in depart- 
mental vaults in the basement. At 
that time many mementos of our past 
came to light and whenever possible 
these were procured for the historical 
collection. 

The latest and one of the most im- 
portant ‘finds’ came a few weeks ago 
when Frank H. Woods, director, was 
scanning a record file and came upon 
a document that stands as one of the 
landmarks of the company. It was the 
original agreement between LT&T and 
the Nebraska Telephone Company 
(Bell) for the purchase of the latter’s 
properties in our present operating ter- 
ritory. Mr. Woods thought the agree- 
ment rightfully belonged with other 
milestone papers of the company, so 
it was added to the historical file. 

The agreement was dated December 
4, 1911, and set forth the terms and 
conditions under which LT&T was to 
purchase the extensive Bell plant and 
exchanges, paying for them with money 
to be obtained from the sale of stock 
to the same Nebraska Telephone Com- 
pany, which is a pretty good way to 
buy things if one is able to find such 
an accommodating seller. The story of 
the involved transactions which pre- 
ceded the drawing of the agreement has 
almost a fairy tale ring, and has been 
told in the News and in the “History of 
LT&T.” It covers one of the most inter- 
esting facets in the long and brilliant 
business career of the elder Frank H. 
Woods, founder and former president 
of the company. It was his signature 
that validated the agreement along 
with that of Casper E. Yost, then pres- 
ident of Nebraska Bell. 


Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. Larry Goodrich announce 
the arrival of a son, George Keven, on May 3. 
Larry is employed in Engineering. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Greb are the proud 
parents of a girl, Bobette Lynn, born April 27. 
Bob is a splicer in the construction depart- 
ment. 


Mr. and Mrs. Donald Haith announce the 
birth of a girl, Debra Lynne, on April 26. Don 
is employed in Tecumseh Construction. 


A daughter, Patti Jo, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Clyde Higgins on April 23. Clyde is an 
employee of the toll equipment department. 


A son, Todd Anthony, was born April 8 
to Mr. and Mrs. Don Maul. Gwendolynn is 


on leave from Hastings Traffic. 


A son, Michael Anthony, was born March 
27 to Mr. and Mrs. Carl Nelson. Victoria 1s 
on leave of absence from Wahoo Traffic. 


Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Sinner are the proud 
parents of a boy, Gregory, born April 21. 
Gordon is employed in Sutton Plant. 

A daughter, Marcia Gaye, arrived at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Whitney on 
April 3. Dixie is on leave of absence from 
Superior Traffic. 


Happiness Ahead 


Jo Ann Bock and Raymond Pulse said “I 
do” at the Christian Church in David City 
on April 27. Jo Ann is employed in Lincoln 
Traffic. 

The wedding of Judy Gilmore, Lincoln 
Commercial, and Dean Burcham was solem- 
nized at Sacred Heart Church, Lincoln, April 
LZ 

Carol Hiner, Fairbury Commercial, and 
Victor Grummert were married in the First 
Methodist Church at Endicott on April 20. 


Evelyn Judkins, Accounting, and Edward 
Alm exchanged wedding vows at Grace Luth- 
eran Church in Lincoln on April 12. 


100 Million Capitalists 


...and proud of if! 


Webster defines capitalist as “one 
who has capital.” 

Or, to put it another way, anyone 
who deposits his savings, buys some 
bonds or shares of stocks, pays on an 
insurance policy, or makes payments 
on a home. 

Today over 100 million Americans 
are putting their savings to work, fur- 
nishing the capital that keeps America’s 
wheels turning. 

Capital to build new buildings and 
expand plant—just like LT&T is doing 
now. Jobs for our sons and daughters 
when schooling is ended. More services, 
more subscribers, bigger payrolls. 

Be proud you’re a saver. Every dol- 
lar saved and invested makes more 
jobs and a better way of living for all. 


Promotions 
and 
Transfers 


Donald Nielsen 


Plant 


Lowell Brown, groundman, Construction, to 
switchman, Lincoln. 

Tom Cantrell, Jr., groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Construction, Lincoln. 

Donald Gilmore, combinationman to switch- 
man, Beatrice. 

Lyle Higgins, splicer, Construction, to com- 
binationman, wire chief’s office, Lincoln. 

Donald Nielsen, splicer’s helper to splicer, 
Construction, Lincoln. 

Dorothy Wise, stenographer to advanced 
clerk, Construction, Lincoln, 


New Employees 


Accounting 


Verna Kay Frerichs..Mach. Opr. .....-.-.- 3-31 
Vivian Hutsell -....... Mach. Opr. .........- 4-11 
Commercial 
Mary Schirmer .....-.. Clerk, Lincoln ...... 3-24 
Engineering 
William Ehrlich, Jr. ..Draftsman ...........- 4-17 
Ellen Stolz. ..<-c.cscn..- Stenographer .......- 3-24 
Plant 
Carl Bauman® ........ Grdmn., Lincoln ....3-31 
Larry DOVIS Sccescisintas Clerk, Supply ......-- 3-24 
Be FAG cicavsnuacacaee Grdmn., Lincoln ....4- 9 
Marvin Hanson .......- Lineman, Hebron ..3-31 
Harrison Hill -......... Grdmn., Lincoln ....4- 7 


A. L. Johnson, Jr.* ..<Grdmn., Lincoln ....3-27 
D. E. Lamberson* ....Custodian, Len. ....4-14 


Traffic 
Frances Biallas* ...... Opr:., Lincoln: .....<<. 3-17 
Elvera Boden .......... Opr., Auburn ........ 4- | 
EWG DOV IS: sccccdmexsunte Opr., Plattsmouth ..3-31 
Gladys Hennessey* ..Opr., Geneva .......- 4-13 
Betty TANGA sete Opr., Lincoln .......- 3-24 
Patricia Horn .......... Opr., Lincoln .......- 4-21] 
Delores Jines .......... Opt., Lincoln «i222 4-14 
Volda: Gant” «21. 2...4.: Opr., Nebr. City ....3-30 
Shirley Miller ......022. Opr., Lincoln .....-.- 4-22 
Elizabeth Mundorf ..Opr., Lincoln .......- 4-2] 
Audrey Pinewskii ....-- Opr., Lincoln ........ 4-2] 
Madelene Stephens* Opr., Wahoo .......- 3-19 
Virginia White ........ Ope), Linco: <2. 3-24 
Anita Williams* ...... Opi. Lincoln: cicezcex 3-3] 
LOtS. WOITE iccccccesiend Ope, Lincolit 2222. 4-2] 


* Re-employed. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


Following is the total amount of claims 
paid by the Telephone Employees’ Mutual 
Benefit Association during April 1958: 


Primary Members ..20 Claims..$1,889.00 
Dependents .......... 24 Claims... 2,265.05 


$4,154.05 
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"Aw, Come On, Horse-- 
Whoal”’ 


In the days when telephone rigs were 
undergoing the transition from Old 
Dobbin to the Flivver, much of our 
experience was gained through trial 
and error. M. T. Caster, then general 
plant superintendent, was an enthusi- 
astic booster for the automobile, but 
was one of the first to recognize the 
new dangers and problems that came 
with its adoption. He became a cham- 
pion of Safety, and preached it for 
driving and for all phases of plant 
work. He kept his employees informed 
of his findings and observations by 
issuing plant bulletins, which also 
served as edicts usually ending in the 
words: “govern yourselves accord- 
ingly.” 

Some of these old bulletins are amus- 
ing, as we read them today, but in 
their time they performed a most im- 
portant phase in employee instruction. 
Here are some examples, taken from 
the files of the general plant office. 

(June 18, 1917.) “Never run on a soft 
tire. Keep them pumped up to proper 
pressure as follows: 3-inch tire ... 60 
pounds; 4-inch tire .. . 80 pounds; 5- 
inch tire... 100 pounds.” 


(April 7, 1919.) “Ina number of 
towns, tire repairmen are charging us 
50¢ for putting on vulcanized patches 
on tubes. This price is too high, and un- 
less you can get the work done for 25¢, 
wrap the tire wp and send it to the 
general storeroom, where it will be re- 
paired and returned to you.” 


(July 24, 1919.) “Several painful and 
serious accidents have occurred while 
driving Ford cars, due to employees 
losing control of the car and having it 
turn over, either in rough or dusty 
portions of the road or at corners. I am 
personally of the belief that accidents 
of this kind are avoidable if the speed 
of the car is kept below 20 miles an 
hour except on perfectly smooth sec- 
tions of road where the speed may be 
increased to 25 miles an hour. but 
UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES should 
a Ford car be driven FASTER THAN 
25 MILES PER HOUR. Our employees 
got along very well for years with 
horse-drawn livery. which seldom 
reached a speed of eight miles an hour. 
and there is no necessity from the tele- 
phone company’s standpoint for any 
employee ever driving any car faster 
than 20 miles an hour, and it is my de- 
sire that the speed be kept below that 
limit. lease govern yourselves ac- 
cordingly.” 

(June 30, 1920.) “Effective at once. 
when company owned cars are traded 
im on new cars, all equipment such as 
speedometers, tire carriers, draw bars. 
tool boxes, running board supports, tire 
record case and Pyrene, must be trans- 
ferred from the old car to the new.” 


Carolina Iwohn Retires 


When Lena AIl- 
bert came to work 
as a student opera- 
tor August 6, 1920 
she had no inkling 
that her record of 
service might ex- 
tend so far into the 
future. Nor did she 
guess that she 
would retire from 
the profession 
under an entirely 
different name. But that’s what 
happened; for Carolina A. Iwohn, chief 
operator at Clatonia, who closed her 
active employment with the conversion 
of that exchange to dial, is one and the 
same person. The last name was 
changed by marriage. The first was 
corrected to her baptismal appellation 
to conform to the strict edicts of the 
social security act; and though Mrs. 
Iwohn preferred the casual nickname 
of Lena, she could hardly flout the 
law of the land. 

Hers was one of those rare careers 
made up in its entirety of service to 
one community. And hers was the type 
of service that “spoils” the customers 
and makes them view with skepticism 
the coming of “modern” methods and 
developments of communications. 

The memory of the small exchange 
operator, at Clatonia and elsewhere, 
will be filed away among the highlights 
of “the good old days” for many years 
to come. This is as it should be. 

But the nice things the Clatonians 
say about Mrs. Iwohn and her work is 
also complimentary to the company, 
for this is the kind of relationship and 
service we’ve hoped and tried to pro- 
vide in all of our manual exchanges 
through the years. The people of Cla- 
tonia were not long in becoming “sold” 
on their new dial service, and proclaim 
it to be a progressive step for the com- 
munity, and this also conforms to the 
way of the world. 

Mrs. Iwohn, who continues her home 
in Clatonia, was in her 38th year as 
an employee at the time of retirement. 
She became contract chief operator in 
1946. 
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Neighbor Goes Dial 


The exchange at Byron, in southwest 
Thayer County, was converted to dial opera- 
tion April 1 in the first of a series of cut- 
overs that will involve the exchanges at 
Chester, Hubbell and Reynolds in the near 
future. The four exchanges are the property 
of a connecting company. the American Com- 
munication Company, Inc., of Belleville, 
Kansas. With the recent cutover, Superior 


became the toll center for Byron. 


Old Friends Make News 


A news item from the Columbus 
Daily Telegram tells of the presentation 
of a 40-year service emblem to Lewis 
M. Johnson, field engineer for the Gen- 
eral Telephone Corporation at Colum- 
bus. Mr. Johnson has been a member 
of the Frank H. Woods pioneer chapter 
for the past dozen years during which 
time he has seldom missed an annual 
meeting or, for that matter, many of its 
other functions. Mr. Johnson’s service 
began in 1913 and his experience 
blankets the plant, commercial and 
engineering telephone fields. 


The service pin was presented by J. 
L. Van Horn, president of the Genera] 
Telephone Corporation for Nebraska, 
Iowa and Missouri. There was some- 
thing familiar about the name and ap- 
pearance of the new Nebraska presi- 
dent. A bit of sleuthing in the record 
book disclosed that he, like North- 
western Bell’s president, A. F. Jacob- 
son, obtained his baptism in telephony 
as a member of LT&T. 

Born, raised and 
educated in Lin- 
coln, Leonard Van 
Horn joined LT&- 
T’s construction 
forces in April 1927 
after completing his 
sophomore year at 
the University. He 
was active and 
adept in _ sports, 
playing on the 
baseball teams of 
1927, 1928 and 1929 
and on the basketball teams of 1928 
and 1929. In 1928 both teams were 
champions of their leagues. In 1929 the 
basketball team went through the sea- 
son undefeated, leaving a string of 43 
consecutive victories behind them as 
they hung up their suits. The 1929 base- 
ball team won the playoff with other 
pennant winners for the city champion- 
ship. 

Contemporary athletes with Leonard 
were: Perry Caldwell, Ray Boling, 
Howard Smith, Deke Simpson, Elmer 
Dougherty, Jack Mankamyer, Ralph 
Connors, Joe Miller, Russell Rauch, Roy 
Mills, George Hansen, Jim Dudgeon 
and Carl Keester. George Mann man- 
aged the basketball teams and A. B. 
Smith the baseball aggregations. 

Mr. Van Horn left LT&T in Septem- 
ber 1929 to join forces with Postal 
Telegraph. In 1935 he became asso- 
clated with the Department of Agri- 
culture as communications supervisor 
at Russellville, Arkansas. He went to 
Des Moines in 1941 in a like position 
with the U. S. Rubber ordnance plant. 
In 1943 he went to Grinnell, Iowa, as 
general superintendent for Iowa Con- 
tinental and Iowa Tel. and Tel. In 1948 
he went to Cameron, Missouri, with the 
Middle States Utilities Company, which 
operated extensive telephone plants in 


J. L. Van Horn 
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Missouri and Iowa. In 1954 Mr. Van 
Horn was elected vice president and 
general manager of the Iowa Conti- 
nental company and was executive vice 
president of the Middle States con- 
cern. In April 1956 he was elected pres- 
ident of the General Telephone Cor- 
poration for Iowa and Missouri. With 
the acquisition of the Nebraska proper- 
ties by General, his bailiwick was ex- 
tended to include them. He is director 
for both the Iowa and Missouri tele- 
phone associations and on April 23 was 
elected to a three-year term on the 
board of directors for the Nebraska 
Telephone Association. 


This Concerns You 


Most employees of LT&T subscribe 
to our group insurance program and to 
the medical and hospital benefit plan 
of the Telephone Employees Mutual 
Benefit Association (TEMBA)—or 
think they do. 

Most of us joined—or did not join— 
these organizations long ago. Times 
and circumstances change during the 
years. Some unfortunate and unusual 
happenings of late point up the need 
for every employee to check on the 
following points: 


1: Is your present beneficiary properly 
named in your group insurance pol- 
icy? . 

This is a matter of utmost im- 
portance. Most employees will not 
even remember the event of filling 
out the original form for obtain- 
ing the insurance. The best way 
to ease the uncertainty of mind 
as to your beneficiary is to find 
the insurance policy (it should be 
among your other valuable pa- 
pers) and check the name of the 
person to whom the insurance is 
payable. 

2: Are you a member of the Telephone 
Employees Mutual Benefit Associ- 
ation? 

Here again you probably signed up 
for membership long ago—or per- 
haps you didn’t join, for some rea- 
son. In a recent instance an em- 
ployee actually obtained a claim 
blank, filled it out and returned 
it to the TEMBA office before real- 
izing that his claim of several 
hundred dollars was void because 
he had NEVER been a member. 
If you have any doubt of your 
TEMBA membership, you should 
call K. J. Boshart, secretary, for 
official verification. 

3: Are all your dependents fisted on 
TEMBA records? 

Dependents are defined by TEM- 
BA as an employee member's wife 
and unmarried children over three 
months and under 19 years of age. 
A birth or death in the immediate 
family should be promptly reported 
to the TEMBA secretary. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


Nebraska Cify Area 


by Betty Christensen and Norma Jean Dettmer 


We welcome Mildred Tucker as a new em- 
ployee in the Nebraska City Traffic. However, 
Mildred is known by us all as she worked with 
us before, so for her it is just like “coming 
home.” ... The sick list has been heavy but we 
are glad that all are able to be back.... Willa 
Hartley is the proud mother of a baby girl, 
born April 8. Willa is an occasional operator in 
Nebraska City Traffic. ... Kathryn Owens, also 
of Traffic, spent a weekend in Minnesota visit- 
ing her brother and reported the weather was 
fine. ... Adele Ganzel, we think, is just about 
the best fisherman we know. She can really 
hook them, so if any of you amateurs would 
like a little advice you know where to find 
her. . . . Directories are all out and it won't 
be long before vacations (Oh, that happy word) 
so until next month—bye now... . Elmer 
Neujahr, manager at Syracuse, and family 
went to Hastings to visit their daughter in 
nurses’ training. Sophia Windels, chief 
operator, attended the Pioneer ladies banquet 
at Plattsmouth. ... Kay Bassett, Traffic, seems 


Clatonia Shifts fo Spinning Dials 


to have gone back to childhood days and taken 
to climbing trees again. Unfortunately, she 
fell out and was quite stiff and sore for days. 


Plattsmouth Area 


by Thelma Tritsch 


Eleanor and Lloyd Lane of Weeping Water 
have returned to work after taking a week’s 
vacation due to illness in their family... . 
Darrell Mather is nursing two bandaged arms 
due to his hooks breaking out of a pole. Darrell 
was able to continue working after medical 
care from the doctor. . . . The Pioneer ladies 
had a party at the Plattsmouth Hotel dining 
room April 22. Thirty-five attended and every- 
one had a very nice time. ... Ila Mae Go- 
chenour is confined to her home with measles 
and the traffic girls are all on the alert wonder- 
Ing who will be next. .. . Alice Sharpnack is 
being the doting grandmother these days hav- 
ing a heyday with her little granddaughter 
visiting her. 


Seward Area 


by Helen Norwood 


Beata Merz of Traffic is spending her vaca- 
tion leisurely at home and at Norfolk. ... We 
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Local history has been written in Clatonia this spring. Not only did the village produce a champion- 
ship basketbali team, but it blossomed out as the company’s 96th dial exchange on April 1. : 

The new exchange was brought fo life at 10 a. m. as Carolina Iwohn, long-time guardian of t e 
local switchboard, pulled the spacers to activate the dial equipment. The project has been in operation 
since last October when a new building was erected and the installation begun. All lines, both town and 
rural, have been rebuilt or renovated and the instruments replaced, of course, with new dial models. Jim 
Landenberger, of Crete, should be complimented for the fine job—his first—of installing the dial equip- 
ment. The new exchange features selective ringing for all rural subscribers. 

In the pictures—Upper left: Carolina Iwohn plugs in one of the last connections of the Clatonia 
manual board. Upper right: J. W. Landenberger, switchboardman, Crete, had much to do with the fine 
installation of dial equipment. Lower left: Standing by at the cutover; Dan Smith, district wire chief 
and Clyde Burge, district manager. Lower right: Off with the old! J. A. Rhoades, of Wilber, at the task 
of removing manual telephones from premises of subscribers. 
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welcome Howard Eickman back after his re- 
cent operation. . .. During the recent bowling 
tournament held in Lincoln, Wayne Menze, 
Plant, came up with a prize of $7.50 in the 
singles. Congratulations! 


Wahoo Area 


by Mary Beaty 

The spring vacations have started with Inez 
Olsen spending a week helping her sister, Mrs. 
Ivan Hellerich of Lincoln, who was recuperat- 
ing from an operation. ... Mary Ann Sedlacek 
has a sparkle in her eyes to match the beauti- 
ful new diamond. She will be married in June. 
. .. Those on the sick list were Dewey Olsen 
and Mary Sedlacek, but both have recovered 
and are back to work. ... Mavor Ohnoutka is 
at home in Valparaiso recuperating from a 
tonsillectomy operation. . Mae Meduna, 
Hazel Hagenbuck and Mary Beaty attended the 
ladies’ Pioneer party at Plattsmouth April 22. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 


Oakel Butler enjoyed a visit this month with 
her son who had been stationed in J apan with 
the Air Force. He reported to San Antonio 
Texas for further duty. ... We are expecting 
Dorothy Biggerstaff to bring a fresh bouquet 
of flowers every day, come summer and fall. 
Each evening she takes home some new plants 
or shrubs for her husband to Plant... . Elva 
Remmers was our only vacationer this month 


and she spent her two weeks at her parents’ 
home in the country. 


Beatrice Area 


by Ruth Corter, Veronica Siske and Frank Fisher 


Edna Mahloch, with her children and mother 
spent the Easter weekend visiting in Greeley, 
Colorado. .. . Hedwig Elmshaeuser was also 
Colorado-bound over Easter. She Spent a 
week’s vacation with her brother and family 
at Wray... . Congratulations to Irma Arnold 
who is rejoicing over the arrival of a new 
sranddaughter. . . . Henrietta Menninga has 
returned to work after a brief stay in the 
hospital. ... Sympathy is extended to Kathryn 
Widick at the death of her sister... v,; 
Warren's brother and sister from The Dalles, 
Oregon were called here by the serious illness 
of their father. We're happy to report he is 
improving. .. . Frank Nevitt recently spent 
a weekend at Grand Island and Alexandria. 
... Good luck to Leon Rezny who has trans- 
ferred to Lincoln. 


Vey 


Crete Area 


by Loretta MclIlinay 

The Crete office was visited on March 26 
by the pupils and teacher from District 72 in 
Lancaster County. For most of these 12 young- 
sters it was the first visit to see what goes on 
in the operator’s department when she asks, 
“‘Number, please.”’...On April 1, K. L. Lawson 
and M. C. Walker stopped briefly in the Crete 
office after having attended the Clatonia dia] 
conversion. They also visited at Wilber. ... 
Omitted in our news last month was the fact 
that J. A. McKinzie had renewed acquaintances 
at Crete. ... The Friend office was visited by 
the third grade teacher and 21 pupils. 


Fairbury Area 


by Lois McCord 
Quite a number of girls attended the wedding 
of Virginia Otto, a former operator. It was held 
April 8 in the Methodist Church in Fairbury. 


(Personalities... 


... Recent weekend visitors were Irene Small- 
don with relatives in York, Dorcas Slater with 
her daughter and family in Lincoln, and Beryl 
Leslie in Kansas City where she attended the 
St. Louis Cardinals vs. Kansas City Athletics 
game. ... Anne Snell spent a weekend at De- 
troit Lakes, Minnesota, and Helen DeBord va- 
cationed in Rochester in the same state. ... 
Loretta Vollstedt enjoyed a visit from her 
sister, Norma Cuthbert, and family from Cali- 
fornia. Norma is a former LT&T operator who 
worked in both Beatrice and Fairbury. , 
Shirley Brown Huss, a former employee, and 
her small son from California were recent 
visitors at the office. .. . Arleen Holloway is 
blessed with a green thumb. She brought a 
beautiful ‘““Emperor Tulip” (one of the earliest) 
for us to enjoy. ... Floyd ‘““Fuddy Duddy” Nave 
showed the boys and took first place in the 
“Hill Climb” sponsored by his motorcycle club. 


Pawnee City Area 
by Avis Collar 


Vacations will soon be the main topic of 
conversation but until then there seems to be 
very little news. Willie Williams is sporting a 
new 1958 Chevrolet. ... Visitors at our office 
were 6 pupils and their teacher from a rural 
school. . . . Doyle Fisher participated in the 
bowling tournament in Lincoln April 13... . 
Ivan Haith is a proud grandpa over the arrival 
of Debora Lynn, born April 26 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Don Haith. 


Tecumseh Area 


by Mary Meister 


Dale Weber reported for induction into the 
army at Omaha on April 23. He is now sta- 
tioned at Ft. Carson, Colorado. ... James Smith 
was busy for two weeks installing carrier 
equipment in the Falls City office. ... “Bud” 
Wheatcraft has been fishing several times but 
has withheld any reports as to results. 
Irene Thies has been busy getting things in 
place in her apartment, and even had her 
husband hanging the drapes on her bowling 
night, ... Nancy Gottula has also moved into 
an apartment of her own... . Irene Combs 
spent several days in our office. ... Clara 
Costello and her mother spent Easter weekend 
with Clara’s sister and family at Auburn... . 
The girls’ bowling team participated in the 
tournament at Lincoln. They didn’t score too 
high but they sure had a good time. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 


At this writing we have an abundance of 
iliness within our Area. Ella Ebbeka, a former 
employee, was hospitalized for injuries re- 
ceived when she fell into a floor furnace. Mrs. 
John Scheierman has been in the York hospital. 
We are happy to hear that Bill Minich is feeling 
better and we are all hoping to see him around 
again real soon... . Just as we began writing 
this news, we heard a complaint being made. 
Lo and behold, it was none other than our 
former area manager C. J. Crew back renew- 
ing old friendships with his former employees 
and, we might add, trying to give us a bad 
time. Anyway, we are most happy to see Mr. 
and Mrs. Crew back, and we are especially 
happy to report they had a most enjoyable 
winter in Texas. ... Joan Miller, Traffic, was 
maid-of-honor at the wedding of her twin 
sister on April 13. 


Hastings Area 


by Marilyn Buttell 


The first to start the vacation season this 
year was Donna Young, who spent her vaca- 
tion time at home. . Jessie VanTrump, 
Moreane Alldritt and Marie Pearson attended 
the Business and Professional Women’s dinner 
at the Hotel Dudley in Superior. 


Hebron Area 


by Ramona J. Kenning 


Regina Bethscheider, chief operator, and 
former C.O. Margaret Bethscheider took a 
vacation trip which started in Chicago and 
carried them on an escorted tour through many 
of the southern states. . . . Carol Northrup, 
Traffic, accompanied Dean Osher, manager of 
the Hebron Airport, on a flying trip to Be- 
atrice, Lincoln and Omaha airports. Since her 
husband has been taking flying lessons, Carol 
has become interested in air travel and plans 
to take flying lessons. ... Patsy Kripal, Traffic, 
spent a weekend in Hays, Kansas, with her 
sister, Mrs. Irene Nacke, a former employee. 


Superior Area 
by LuEtta M. Braun 


On Easter Sunday, LaVetta Dunn was pleas- 
antly surprised when her husband, who is in 


One of the points of interest in the recent convention of the Nebraska Telephone Association at 
Omaha was the Hobby Room, established as a joint project of the Frank H. Woods and Casper? E. Yost 
pioneer chapters. They’ve done this before, with success, but the display at Omaha has been hailed as 
perhaps the biggest and best of all. A great truckload of hobby and display materials made the trek 
from Lincoln to Omaha to add to the iocai dispiays. Harold Brady and Marie Vidlock represented the 
Frank Woods Chapter during the two days of the exhibit. At left, posed at the registration table, are 


Harold Brady, Lincoln; J. McCoy, Omaha; Marie Vidlock, Lincoln; and Erma Erftmier, Omaha. At right 
is a section of the table displays. Visible are the entries of Arthur King, T. S. Risser, Hattie Staley, Marie 


Vidlock and Lucy B. Lyle. 
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Wilbur Wolfe and Wallace Gake, of Toll Equip- 
ment, take a moment to reconnoiter in their task 
of installing equipment in the repeater station at 
84th and O streets, Lincoln. When cut into service 
the new station will accommodate foll lines ex- 
tending east and southeast from Lincoln. 


the service, called her from Paris France.... 
Gerry Williams and husband recently spent a 
weekend in Omaha visiting friends. ... Area 
Manager Kubat, Superior, received a call from 
a subscriber thanking him for the prompt 
action of one of our local operators who an- 
swered a distress call. The story is as follows: 
On Monday evening, March 31, operator Alma 
Konvalin answered a call and heard the voice 
of a lady, who seemed to be in distress, say: 
“Tell Helen to come right away.” She then 
hung up. Alma immediately referred the call 
to a service assistant. They tried calling back 
but received no answer. They checked the 
listing of the number for the name and ad- 
dress. None of the operators knew the sub- 
seriber, so after an unsuccessful attempt to 
secure information from another subscriber, 
the police were asked to investigate. They 
found the lady had suffered a heart attack 
and could not get to her medicine. Knowing 
her daughter lived next door, they called for 
her help. She gave her mother the medicine 
she needed and all ended well. 


Sutton Area 


by Catherine Cassell 


Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Mankamyer spent a week- 
end in Greeley and Denver, Colorado, visiting 
their daughter Kay and son Jack. 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


Vacations are once again becoming the main 
topic of conversation around the York office. 
Starting her vacation April 21, Kathy Sughrue, 
Commercial, spent her week at home. Barbara 
Batterall also spent her vacation at home. Jane 
White began her vacation April 21 and Lowella 
Doese on April 28. ... Jane White, Mary Jo 
Heaser and Rosy O’Brien, Traffic, spent a 
weekend in Boulder and Denver, Colorado.... 
The commercial department welcomes their 
new office gal, Pat Bosak, who recently trans- 
ferred from the Lincoln office. ... June Moore, 
Commercial, has started her leave of absence 
and is enjoying her time at home with her 
family. 


Personalities... 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 
Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


With Florence Calder, Barb Rich and Ruth 
Strong dreaming of June graduations, the de- 
partment is filled with anticipation, if not 
news. Flo will be moving to Hebron when Joe 
gets his engineering degree; Barb will be leav- 
ing for Crystal City, Missouri, 30 miles from 
St. Louis, when Rod graduates; and Ruth will 
be leaving for somewhere, as yet unknown, 
when Bill completes Law college. . . . Maxine 
Jansen’s hand is the object of admiration these 
days—there’s a lovely diamond glittering on it. 
She’s already quite used to it and will un- 
doubtedly adjust as readily to the wedding 
ring she'll be getting in June... . The Pioneers’ 
hobby show at the Nebraska Telephone Con- 
vention took Marie Vidiock and Harold Brady 
to Omaha April 21, 22 and 23... . Switching to 
the switchroom as a frameman is Jack Hard- 
esty who thinks he should like his new work. 
... Progress on his house is much too slow to 
suit Dewey Nelsen. ... After a few days of 
testing in the hospital, Estella Foght’s diffi- 
culty was found to be an ulcer. With a diet to 
adhere to, Estella is doing very well; but no 
more potato chips for lunch. .. . The Secre- 
taries Institute at the University of Nebraska 
April 19 was attended by Maxine Jansen, Betty 
Sherwood and Marie Vidlock. ... Xerxes, the 
Feldstein boxer, is now a seasoned traveler. 
1,400 miles to New Jersey by car will season 
any dog. Riding straight through for 29 hours 
didn’t seem to bother him at all. He wanted 
nothing to eat, little to drink, and fought slowly 
but surely for more space throughout the trip. 
(Any resemblance between a boxer and the 
smaller members of dogdom is certainly not 
in accommodation space.) Just as he was about 
to gain the entire back of the station wagon 
we arrived at our destination. Four of us just 
wouldn't have fit across that front seat. He 
seemed to enjoy meeting the New Jersey side 
of the family and graciously allowed interviews 
in which he gave his impressions of the trip, 
life in Nebraska, how he liked having a dental 
student in his house, and his next door neigh- 
bor (a cocker spaniel). Arrival back in Ne- 
braska seemed an entirely satisfactory situa- 
tion, however, even if he does get Purina Dog 
Chow here and delicate table morsels there. 
He’s already licked off the New Jersey sticker 
we pasted on him. 


Accounting 
Revenue Section 


Carol Carlson, Associate Editor 


The news is scarce this month, although what 
there is of it is interesting. ... Darlene Hagel- 
Pitt’s most embarrassing moment came when 
she supposedly lost a large sum of money be- 
longing to her mother-in-law. Seems as though 
Darlene was supposed to drop the envelope 
containing the money in the mail to go to the 
bank. A day later she happened to think that 
she forgot to put a stamp on the envelope. She 
frantically called the post office, trying to 
trace the money, but when the letter couldn't 
be found there, she called the bank, with no 
greater success, After numerous calls back 
and forth to each place, with Darlene insisting 
the money had to be in one place or the other, 
it was suggested that she look in her purse. 
She did so, after a bit of insistence from fellow 
workers, and was her face red when she found 
the envelope right in her purse! ... Betty Biggs 
was pleasantly surprised when her brother 
from Germany came home for a short visit. 
Betty had not seen him in twelve years... . 
Jolene Cole enjoyed a week’s vacation doing 
nothing. .. A welcome visitor to our office 
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On April 30, 1923 a stroke of good fortune brought Ardell Robison and LT&T into agreement as 
to the young man’s qualifications, plus such minor details as salary, hours, duties, etc. In short, that 
was the day he was hired, and none can deny that it has been a pleasant relationship. On his anni- 
versary, a few weeks ago, ‘’Robbie’’ was forced into the limelight long enough to receive his 35-year 
emblem from C. B. Meshier, district plant manager, whilst members of the toll equipment section 
gathered ‘round. From left: Perry Caldwell, Al Reed, Dave Guthrie, Wallace Gake, Mr. Meshier, A. L. 
Spaulding, M. H. Metcalf, H. G. Peachman, John Loudenback, Don Hessler, Wilbur Wolfe, Mr. Robison, 
M. F. Jenkins, Ray L. Clinton, Otis L. Clark, Ivan Paddack, Chet E. Harp. 


was Pat Eichberger and small daughter Krista. 
Pat and baby left recently to join her husband 
in San Diego where they will live... . Our 
department is delighted to hear of the birth of 
a daughter to Mrs. Robert Colvert. Mrs. Col- 
vert is the former Charlotte Walek and former 
departmental employee. Her husband was the 
first victim of Charles Starkweather, according 
to his confession. The baby has been named 
Barbara Jeanne. ... Nina Anderson and hus- 
band took a weekend trip to Hastings to visit 
friends. ... Chris Miller has been painting the 
interior of her house, and even showed us the 
pretty colors. Seems as though each of her 
fingernails sports the color of a room. : 
The only truly ambitious person we ran across 
is Clara Jones. She even went so far as to buy 
a brand new lawn mower. The thought of it 
even makes us tired. ... The biggest problem 
of the month belongs to Margot Lucs. Margot 
has squirrels in her attic. Her problem? How 
do you get them down? Bob Ross saved the 
day, though, when he suggested she wait until 
they are full-grown and then shoot them. . 
Helen Pickard underwent a back operation and 
spent some more time in the hospital. We are 
happy to report she is at home and doing very 
nicely. We all hope she can join us at work 
again very soon. 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


With the coming of spring and nice weather, 
we have one gal floating on the top of the 
world. Marlene Holsten received a beautiful 
diamond and has set July 5 for the big occasion, 
Congratulations, Marlene . Jody & Larry 
Jones and Larry’s parents spent a weekend in 
Kansas City, Mo. visiting friends and relatives. 
She said they had a real nice weekend . .. Jean 
Paulsen is trying to beat everyone by getting a 
tan under a sun lamp. It was a good idea, but 
the first time she got burned and was really 
sore. She looked out of place with her red face 
and neck ... Monday, April 21, we had a lot of 
stiff gals. Sunday they bowled nine games in 
the Company tournament. We think Janie 
Howett was the stiffest. She was still limping 
and complaining on Wednesday. Esther Baker's 
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team was in the money. She bowled with 
Shirley Heiliger, Verley Duer, Beverly Stall 
and Myra Dougherty ... Bedric Wanek spent 
his vacation landscaping his yard ...We had 
a visitor from McCook again. Marla Kutz was 
spending a few days with her folks because her 
brother was home on leave from the Navy. Al- 
ways glad to see Marla... Joyce Theobald and 
Thelma Mahlman and daughter were also in to 
see us... Tuesday, April 29, the front office 
gang with their husbands, boy friends, wives 
or girl friends, whichever it was, had a steak 
fry at Geo. Hancock’s. The food was delicious 
and everyone had a good time but was it ever 
cold ... Marg Ryne‘s husband arrived in Lin- 
coln April 27. He is now out of service and will 
probably go back to teaching school. They are 
the proud owners of a '58 Bel-Air Chevrolet. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Wire Chief's Section, 14th & M 


by Art Albers 


Elmer Dougherty sold his home and is now 
going to take it easy and live in an apartment, 
where he will have no yard work, etc. to take 
care of ... Loy Rhoades bought a trailer and 
is moving it up to Stocker Lake Minnesota 
where he plans to spend quite a lot of his spare 
time ... Jimmie Green and family went to 
Topeka, Kansas for a week’s vacation. Jimmie 
went horseback riding while there. 


Custodial 


by Paul Radebaugh 


We extend our sympathy to Art Higgins, in 
the death of his brother, George D. Higgins 
who lived at Sidney. ... Dan L. Fisher, who is 
in the United States Navy, has a new address, 
which is: Nav. Cad. Dan L. Fisher, Class 658, 
2nd Bn. U.S. Naval School (Pre-Flight) NAS, 
Pensacola, Fla. Dan would appreciate hearing 
from us . Paul Radebaugh took a week's 
vacation in April and sodded the back lawn. 
Had a perfect week, weather-wise. Also visited 
his brother at Liberty. 


Personalities... 


Toll Equipment 
by JoAnn Gloor 


Frank Norton, wife, son and family went to 
Pittsfield, Illinois to visit with relatives 
Ardell Robison and wife really gave their new 
Ford Ranch Wagon a good workout going to 
Iowa City, Iowa to visit his daughter and 
grandson the weekend ot the nineteenth. 


S 
Construction 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


We’re happy to report that the construction 
department will continue to keep some of those 
bowling trophies this year. The Holcomb Up- 
sets ended up as team champions in spite of the 
fact that their leader couldn’t bowl. Art Hol- 
comb came up with a badly sprained ankle and 
could only lend moral support to his team ... 
Speaking of bowling, a team composed of Buck 
Duer, Deke Simpson, Elmer Dougherty, Jim 
Ehlers and Bill Atwood (L.A.F.B.) and their 
wives journeyed to McCook in March to par- 
ticipate in a bowling tournament and just re- 
cently learned the results — 4th in doubles and 


3rd and 7th in singles. ... Buck recently took 
in a tournament in Columbus, also, but has not 
learned the results as yet.... The way the boat 


enthusiasts are increasing around here, we 
could very well end up with a Company boat 
club. Phil Bailey recently purchased a new 
motor for his boat which he constructed him- 
self. Cliff Artz is again a boat owner and Mack 
Nickell recently purchased himself a_ boat. 
Buck Duer and brother, Weldon, are in the 
process of giving their boat a new face, making 
ready for the coming fishing season. ... Babe 
Combs is looking for a’ carpenter to repair his 
back door. After mowing his yard the other 
evening, he discovered he had locked himself 
out of the house. The only solution was to 
break in the back door which had just recently 
been made burgiar-proof with a new lock. 
After several good ‘“‘heave-ho’s”’ the door gave 
way taking with it the door casings and break- 
ing the glass. 
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If you have wondered why guards such as Bob 
Barnett, above, are stationed above’ ground 
while cablemen ply their trade in the city’s cata- 
combs, the reason is forcefully illustrated by a 
newspaper clipping sent to the News by the 
boys at 3-Office—from which we quote: “A 
coal truck backed up to a hole in the sidewalk 
outside a building and dumped most of a ton 
of coke down it. Telephone men then began 
shoveling out their underground cable manhole.” 


; ; 
ia 


With Mabel Pettit’s initiation as a five-year 
member on April 20, the cafeteria force at Lincoln 
all wear the LT&T service emblem and smile their 
approval of the pleasant years together. From left: 
Mabel Pettit, 5 years; Marcia Watson, 24 years; 
Thelma Spellman, 5 years; Rhea Churchill, 6 years. 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Marcia V. Watson, Associate Editor 


Walter F. Roberts, as the first charter mem- 
ber of Alpha Garnma Rho Fraternity at the 
College of Agriculture, has been most active 
with the group in the last few months. He 
participated in the ground-breaking cere- 
monies for the new house, took an active part 
in the formal opening and addressed a group 
taking officers training for the fraternity ... 
We are proud of Joan Moorberg finishing ‘in 
the money” in the recent bowling tournament 
... Mr. and Mrs. Fred Bettenhausen made a 
recent trip to Wichita to visit son Don and 
family. Coming home they visited friends in 
Topeka. The new turnpike made the drive most 


pleasant ...H. W. Potter visited us briefly. 
Oh, what a tan! Was it from the Orient or from 
San Francisco? ... The present group in the 


cafeteria has worked as a unit for 
pleasant five years. lege 


Engineering 


V. Bz. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Spring is here — returns are coming i 
Cardwell took a weekend trial run to 5s oaaiei 
Lake; Brick Smith spent a week in Colorado: 
and Kay Johnson is Packing for his annual 
cruise with the Navy. Bernie Macholan is on 
vacation Painting his house. Queries as to 
Bernie’s activities turned up differences of 
opinion as to which side of the house he was 
redecorating — half of his fellow engineers in- 
sisting it was the inside; the other half vocifer- 
ously contending that it was the outside. Bob 
Kennedy, who didn’t seem to care, kept butting 
in trying to place a bet that Bernie would step 
into a least one bucket of Paint. ... Jim Story 
has been added to our list of commuting engi- 
neers. He is doing what everyone keeps prom- 
ising himself — living on a farm. Jim took to 
nature in April, moving to near Kramer “Al- 
ready,’ Jim says, “I have learned a lot an like 
there is nothing like a skunk under the house 
ane you shouldn't Stand behind a manure 
spreader. -.. But you don't have to live on a 
farm to have trouble pile up, as Ivan Tyrrell 
can attest, “There is a heap of it right here in 
eg office,” stated Ivan. Ivan, whose previous 
telephone experience had been mostly in the 
rugged outdoor world of poles and wire had 
been Savoring the comparative comfort recent- 
ly of his office quarters. The resulting crash 
as he misjudged the force of gravity attracted 
the attention of several near-by engineers 
Rushing up, Louis Hinkley exhibited his rare 
flare for always using the right words. “What 
happened? he asked ... The heavy weight of 
the aepartment’s bowling team has finally 
come to light. Sifting to the top recently Curt 
Sieck, whose 600 series was a matter of record 
in the public press, has made 
previous implic 
anchor man. 


5 a canard of our 
ation that Roger Dehning was 
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Lincoln Traffic 


Kathleen Carey, Associate Editor 


Spring is really upon us with vacations in 
full swing and new cars being purchased. 
Wilma Wergin succumbed to the salesman’s 
patter and purchased a turquoise blue Chevy 

. Dorothea Heckman started her new car 
the other morning and then rushed back in the 
house for a last gulp of coffee but when she 
ran back to the garage, alas! her car was gone 
— baby blue interior, fancy chrome gadgets, 
monthly payments and all. She dashed madly 
about looking for the thief when she finally 
spied the car in the street, still running. It had 
rolled down the driveway, just missed a tree, 
nudged a parked truck and come to rest 
serenely and unscathed in the middle of the 
street ... Jackie Cameron vacationed in the 
Ozarks recently but spent most of the time 
fishing in the rain June Hudson and 
Marilyn Schroder were guests of honor at a 
stork shower not long ago. Hostesses were 
Mona Washut, Pat Lange and Judy Whitney... 
We rejoice with Darlene Ritter over the pur- 
chase of their own home... Jeanette Persinger 
and Perky Hall journeyed to Kentucky recent- 
ly and saw the Calumet Stables ... Dorothe 
Keller has been looking pr€tty proud lately 
over the birth of a new grandson ... When 
Sheila Mitchell got off work one dark night, 
her husband wasn’t on hand to meet her. Sheila 
called him on the telephone with fire in her 
eyes, got the poor guy out of bed only to hear 
him murmur sleepily, ‘“But you have the car, 
dear.”’... Twenty-seven hungry lady Pioneers 
took a chartered bus to Plattsmouth on April 
22 and enjoyed a delicious smorgasbord at the 
Plattsmouth Hotel... Getting on the bus one 
day, Frances Duryea took a tumble when the 
bus started with a lurch and landed on the lap 
of a portly gentieman. Frances was so em- 
barrassed she couldn’t even apologize... Bettye 
Thomas is busy making preparations for her 
wedding on June 28 ... Snack Bar Smiles: 
Helen Krieger making out an exchange of 
hours slip with “Jane Doe” as per bulletin 
board example; Mabel Volpp ‘‘operating”’ on 
the snack bar squirrel (penny bank) in an 
effort to retrieve Helen Pierson’s Indian-head 
penny. 


“Retired” Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 


We were happy to have Bert Huddleston re- 
sume his duties as chairman of the Retired 
Employees Club at the April meeting ...A 
brother, L. F. Hunt, from Maywood California 
spent a week in April with his sisters, Mae 
and Bessie Hunt. Also Mae had, as guests on 
April 22, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Johnson of Seward 
... On April 22 the Pioneer ladies attended a 
spring party at Plattsmouth. The smorgasbord 
dinner was enjoyed by all... Mary Carroll 
returned from a three weeks visit with her 
daughter at Grant, Nebraska. Grant had a big 
snowstorm the day she returned to Lincoln, 
April 25... Lyle Young has been in the hospital 
and we are wishing him a speedy recovery ... 
We welcome Jack White to our recent Club 
meetings. ...On April 28, Florence Arbogast 
enjoyed a birthday party given by a group of 
ladies. Her relatives from Carleton were also 
guests at the party ... Bertha Sharp spent the 
week of April 18 at Sedalia, Missouri visiting 
her brother. 


Wahoo rebuild crews of the early ‘twenties. 


Helping to preserve the atmosphere of rustic 
America is Milton Royce, of the supply depart- 
ment, who has hit upon the ingenious scheme of 
preserving the old rural telephone as a household 
article. Only Milton’s telephone actually becomes 
a radio—and a good one—after it receives his 
expert attention. Here he shows the innards of 
the converted wall set. It is turned on and off 
by the receiver hook-switch. 


Supply 


by Mary L. Wynn 


The Kent Enos have their daughter-in-law 
and grandchildren visiting them while their 
son Dick is on an overseas assignment, Kent 
leads us to believe he is entertaining the fhree 
grandchildren, but we have a feeling that there 
is a mutual accomplishment... . Russell Rauch 
spent a few days of his vacation in Bradshaw 
helping his daughter with spring cleaning. This 
gave him such good practice that he returned 
home and did his own spring yard work and 
cleaning ... Merle Chamberlain vacationed in 
the cornfield at his farm in Tecumseh 
Shirley Folsom had a week of house cleaning 
and “Stevie. come here” vacation in April... 
John Dittenber had a session of jury duty. 
Being a good citizen is all right, but he was 
very glad to get back to his Warehouse duties 
... It was almost like a reunion at St. Eliza- 
beth’s Hospital during the last of April. Visitors 
could find Bill Rosenthal and L. P. Young in 
the same room. Down the hall a few doors Bill 
Hartz was having a session with diabetic com- 
plications. Jack Tracy was in on the show 
recovering from surgery. Bill Rosenthal’s wife 
was hospitalized at the same time and had a 
room on the third floor, but as soon as she was 
able to be around she visited on the first floor 
“Telephone Avenue” too... We were glad to 
see Roy Rogers looking so well when he visited 
the Shop recently to pick up another farm 
phone for conversion into something or other 
... Jim Brendle is now at Camp Carson, Colo- 
rado, taking his basic army training. He says 
it’s the wrong time of the year to be in Colo- 
rado as it has snowed or rained all the time 
since he has been there... Bob Ryan has given 
his car a spring face lifting by upholstering it 
in blue and white leather ... Florence Tatman 
reports a most interesting trip to Abilene, Kan- 
sas, with the Women’s Division of the Chamber 
of Commerce for a tour of the Hisenhower 
Museum and home. She highly recommends 
this as a most enjoyable family excursion. The 
exhibits are fabulous ...In a quick check on 
our pensioners we have learned that Frank 
Bloeckwitz is now at home recovering from 
surgery and thinks he will soon be able to 
keep up with his spring yard work... W.C. 
Maxfield writes his former associates in the 
Shop that he is building a new home in the 


mountains and will soon have an old one for 
sale. He is still in the grocery store at Golden 
and getting ready for the seasonal rush...Don 
Travis keeps so busy with his lodge work and 
chores around home that we don’t see much 
of him, but it was nice to get a verbal report 


that he is well and keeps busy .. . Bert 
Huddleston is feeling fine and keeps occupied 
with his material salvage activities ... Walt 


Knudson, our most recent pensioner, is adjust- 
ing to his new way of life and happy that he 
can spend more time on his home project with 
a metal lathe, a drill press, and a power saw. 
It shouldn’t be long until he has opportunities 
to be working on the other fellows’ home 
projects! ...F. M. Strasser can be found at 
home most of the time, either in the basement 
regrouting the walls; or leveling the yard in 
preparation for addition of new sod. He tells 
us also of some interesting trips through the 
state to see such sights as thousands of cranes 
in flight in the Kearney area and spotting 
many species of rare birds on the return trip to 
Lincoln. He is thoroughly enjoying the out-of- 
doors ... The only reason we don’t have a 
report on L. A. Stacy is that he does not stay 
home long enough to answer our telephone 
calls. He must be busy! He did visit us last 
month and indicated that he had more work to 
do than time . .. Sympathy is extended to 
Duane Grove and his wife whose father, Jim 
Ogle, of Humboldt passed away at a Lincoln 
hospital May 2. Services and burial were at 


Humboldt. 
IN MEMORY 


By Florence G. Tatman 

In this memorial month we would pause to re- 
member some of those of our Supply family who 
have gone on. To our senior members, the names 
of three will bring back many memories. Harold C. 
Cunningham was employed in June, 1913 and be- 
came our Chief Clerk in September 1931, a position 
he held until his untimely death in April 1944, fol- 
lowing a heart attack in October 1943 and his death 
six months later. The mention of his name is all 
that needs be said to bring back memories of his 
helpfulness, efficiency, and friendliness. . . . Harry 
F. Smith left us suddenly in June 1949 after a serv- 
ice record of thirty-three years, all of which were 
spent in the motor vehicle section. Through the 


years, in his quiet, unassuming manner, he held 
every position in this section, including the top, 
Motor Vehicle Supervisor. .. . For Kenneth R. Smith, 
the brother of D. R. Smith of the Engineering De- 
partment, we would reprint here a tribute written 
of him by “A. H. Feeder,’’ the pen name of Norman 
C. Ott. Mention of Norm’s name will also bring 
back pleasant memories to every LT&T employee 
who knew him. Ken Smith worked in the supply 
department from February 1927 until June 1936. 
His death followed a period of almost a full year 
in which he knew that his days were numbered. 
Only one person in the department knew and kept 
Ken‘s secret through those twelve months; but we 
all watched Ken carry on bravely and uncomplain- 
ingly. Norm Ott, in his cafeteria menu comment on 
June 22, 1936, wrote what we think is a master- 
piece. The following day he wrote a second, shorter 
article. Both are here recorded. 

“It is going to be hard to write these lines today 
—for a cherished friend is gone. Ken Smith did not 
sit in a seat of power, and no spotlight of fame 
touched him. But here in Lincoln, and out in 
Hastings and York, and down in Beatrice, and in 
many other towns in our territory, there are sad 
hearts today —sad because his patient, friendly 
voice will never again answer their calls to ““Com- 
pany 48.” I think | have never known a man so 
simply and unassumingly good, so even tempered, 
so genuinely modest and so earnestly desirous of 
being helpful. He battled one of the toughest as- 
signments in the Supply office and, sick or well, he 
never complained, never grew impatient, and never 
“passed the buck.’”’ And, because of all this, he 
inspired affection and trust that these words of 
mine cannot adequately describe. No later than 
last week | heard expressions of affection for him, 
from folks who had never seen him, far out in the 
Hastings district. Few of us can hope to merit such 
appreciation. Ken, you’‘ve gone out on the Great 
Adventure! And wherever you now are, it may ease 
the pain of leaving to know that your memory will 
remain green in the hearts of all of us—so long as 
memory shall last! A. H. FEEDER.” “Ken Smith 
will be with us for a little while today. Funeral 
services will be at 10:00 A. M. today, at Wadlow’s. 
Under the circumstances | do not feel like con- 
tributing my usual clowning to this menu, and will 
leave the balance of this page blank in memory 
of a REAL MAN. A. H. FEEDER.” 
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: The Sack Invades the Business Office 


To those courageous ladies who braved the storm of comment—and worse-—to initiate the chemise, 
or sack dress, into their various departments, the News extends a polite and humble bow. There’s no 
doubt about it, the male of the species is more vociferous on the subject of the Sack than on any 
national problem of the past decade. Some of the girls who attempted to pioneer the fashion in par- 
ticularly strong centers of masculine opposition went home sick and shaken to sfend long and sleepless 


nights picking at the coverlets. 


We like the way the girls of Lincoln Commercial got the job done. They conspired. On a given day 
they appeared, almost a dozen strong, in their pretty chemises and found that in unity there is strength. 
Masculine remarks were held at a minimum and, in fact, changed to compliments before the day was 
done. The News camera recorded the revolution for posterity. We think you'll agree the chemises look 


real fetching. 


From left: Carol Henricks, Bonnie Armstrong, Virginia Wurtz, Marlene Holsten, Jeanette Ulmer, 
Maxine Scott, Janie Howett, Linda Sipes, Bert Kirchhoff, Mary Ellen Hansen, Mary Wanek. 
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LTR MEWS 


HELP! we 
CAN'T GET OUT 


THEY CRAZY 
OR SOMPIN ? 


Mike Carr and Fenton Kipling, Auburn 
Plant, completed their job on a 
routine case of trouble at Peru Col- 
lege and then discovered they were 
locked in the girls' dormitory. 
After much yelling and hand waving 
from the window they were able to 
attract the attention of a passerby, 
who hastened to get the janitor to 
let them out. The boys decided they 
were not in such a had situation ex- 
cept that it was the Faster weekend 
and the dormitory was emrty. 


CAN YOU SEND US AN 


UNDERWEAR 
REPAIRMAN 7 


UNDERWEAR 
REPAIR- ? 


Waldo McDowell, Lincoln 


business 
office, had a typewriter on the blink 
and called Florence Tatman, Supply, 
to ask the services of an Underwood 
repairman. His slip of the tongue 
had Florence considerably mystified. 


"The chemise," said Clyde Burge, dis- 
trict manager at Beatrice, "is a menace 
to our Safety-First record,” He was 


fiving his undivided attention to a 
"sack" worn by his secretary, Mary 
Goracke, when he clobbered his head on 
the edge of his_office door. 


Max Walker, Pe rt ee 
Weimaraner, "Duke, " 
other dav he was throwing sticks 
for Duke to retrieve when one stick 
landed upon the newly stacked wood- 
Dile. (Max had spent hours on it;) 
He knew what would happen, and call- 
ed: "I'll get it! I'] get. tl" but 
Duke got there first and, as all the 
sticks looked alike to him, he tore 
the pile to pieces in his confusion. 


keens his big 
in training. The 


GUESS 10 BETIER 
PICK UP SOME 
DEPOSIT ENVELOPES 


NOW ILL HAVE TO 
HURRY HOME AND 
START WRITING CHECKS 


G 


Jarvis Dennis, retired, 
his monthly checks in an after-hours 
depository at the bank, but somehow 
the envelopes were reversed and the 
one with the checks was returned to 
the spare envelope holder. A few 
minutes later John Loudenback, Toll 
Equipment, came by to pick up some 
spare deposit envelopes. But it was 
almost a month before he discovered 
Jarvis' missing deposit among them. 
By that time Mr. Dennis had given up 
hope of it ever being found. 


deposited 


OMYGOSH - VE 
GOT THE CAR! 


) 7 
werk 


Sheila Mitchell, Lincoln 
Traffic, was miffed when 
her husband wasn't on hand 
to meet her after work one 
night. She called him out 
of bed, at home, only to 
be reminded that she had 
driven the car that night. 


| KNOW YOU'LL GET A LOT 
OF PLEASURE OUT OF 
YOUR NEW EXTENSION 
TELEPHONE 


As Art Higgins, Lincoln Plant, was install- 
ing a bedside extension at a local hospital, 
he carried on a lengthy, though one-sided, 
conversation with the occupant of the room - 
a practice dummy, lying in the bed, 


LéTé FOLLOW 
THEM AND 
SE€€ WHATS 
AFIRE 


HERE COME THE 
BOYS WITH THE 
HOOK 'N LADDER 


Recently Martha and Beata Merz, Seward Traffic, 


visited in Norfolk. A couple of miles’ from 
Seward, on their return trip, their car began 
smoking. By the time they reached the city 
limits a spectator had called the fire depart- 
ment and they were greeted by the fire whistle 
and a truck load of firemen, The ladies feel 
pretty complimented in having received such a 
royal welcome. The car wasn't badly damaged. 


IT WAS BURGLAR: PROOF 
ALL RIGHT 


Fa 
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W. F. (Babe) Combs, Construction, installed 
a new-fangled "burglar-proof" lock on his 
back door and a few minutes’ later found it 
necessary to bust the door down to get back 
into the house. 
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LT&T’s first use of microwave radio for long 
distance messages came on May 23, with test calls 
being established between Wahoo and Lincoln. 
Later this year the system will be put into use at 
David City. Ultimately similar systems will be 
established to and from many points in the com- 
Pany’s operating territory. Mr. Connors’ timely 
article explains the workings of this new order 
in toll transmission. Turning to the sky for our 
voice highways marks one of the most progressive 
steps in our industry and a complete severance 
with the past, for poles and wire have always been 


considered an essential part of providing telephone 
service. 


Long Distance Breaks the “Wire Barrier’ 


LT&T has recently completed the 
installation of its initial microwave 
system for telephone circuit usage. This 
system will provide circuit facilities 
between Wahoo and Lincoln and be- 
tween David City and Lincoln. 

Microwave transmission is the propa- 
gation through space of a directed, fo- 
cused beam of radio signals. Signal 
frequencies above 800 megacycles which 
have wave lengths of less than one 
foot may be focused and _ directed 
similar to light and are classed as mic- 
rowaves. Microwave signals behave 
similar to light rays in that they may 
be obstructed and reflected. In the 
design of a microwave system, it is 
then important that there be an un- 
obstructed path between the trans- 
mitting and receiving antennas. Re- 
flectors are sometimes utilized at the 
top of towers or other high structures 
to reflect the microwave signals from 
the unobstructed path to antennas lo- 
cated near the radio equipment loca- 
tion. 

The basic units of a microwave sys- 
tem are transmitting and _ receiving 
radio units and a single antenna at 
each end and multiplex equipment as- 
sociated with each terminal. Wave- 
guide (rectangular or cylindrical metal 
pipe usually silver-lined) interconnects 
the radio equipment and the antenna. 
Coaxial cable interconnects the multi- 


Voices fake to the skies in microwave hook-up 


between Wahoo and Lincoln 


By Charles E. Connors 


Transmission and Protection Engineer 


plex equipment with the radio equip- 
ment. The radio equipment and as- 
sociated antennas provide the micro- 
wave transmission medium which may 
be correlated to an open wire toll line 
or a cable. The multiplex equipment 
converts voice, dial or other Signals 
to higher frequency signals which are 
applied to the radio equipment. The 
multiplex equipment may be correlated 
to repeating coil or carrier equipment 
that 1S applied to cable or open wire 
facilities for the derivation of tele- 
phone circuits. 

The use of microwave radio for tele- 


DAVID CITY 


120 tower 


WAHOO 


BRAINARD 


260’ tower 


LINCOLN O 
924’ Structure 


Relative path layout of microwave system. 
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phone usage is relatively new, having 
been developed just within the last 
ten years. Its use, however, is rapidly 
growing and replacing open wire leads 
and cable as a telephone transmission 
medium. This rapid growth has been 
due to the increase in the use of tele- 
phone services and the improvement 
in grade of service, requiring large 
groups of circuits, the economic sav- 
ings effected by its use over other 
types of line facilities and the need for 
the provision of higher quality and 
more dependable circuitry as demand- 
ed by the customer. 

All the above factors contributed to 
the decision by The Lincoln Telephone 
Company to place their initial micro- 
wave system. The installation of sub- 
scriber toll dialing equipment at Wahoo 
and David City demanded an improved 
grade of service on toll facilities to 
Lincoln. This required over doubling 
the number of toll circuits in each sec- 
tion. The microwave system was more 
economical than the development of 
the existing open wire toll lines and 
cable facilities to meet the present and 
future circuit requirements. With the 
advent of subscriber toll dialing, we 
do not have an operator to test the 
circuit before its use. Microwave pro- 
vides an all-weather, storm-proof fa- 
cility for more reliable operation of 
telephone services. 
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Lincoln structure arrangement. Arrow indicates 
microwave equipment hut. Smaller dish, visible at 
top of tower, is the microwave antenna directed 
to the Brainard station. 


In addition to Wahoo and David City 
to Lincoln circuits on the microwave 
system, Wahoo-Omaha circuits now on 
open wire will reroute over the system 
via Lincoln. Open wire and cable fa- 
cilities released by the microwave cir- 
cuits will be removed or utilized for 
short haul circuits to intermediate of- 
fices and other uses. 

Collins Radio Company frequency 
diversity microwave equipment and 
Lenkurt 45BX multiplexing equipment 
are used on this system. The micro- 
wave frequencies are between 5925 and 
6425 megacycles. Twelve microwave 
transmitters each with a different fre- 
quency and their associated receivers 
are used to make up the system. The 
multiplexing equipment is within the 
frequencies of 12 and 528 kilocycles. 
A maximum of 120 telephone circuits 
may be placed on the systems initially. 
Ultimately 240 circuits may be derived. 

Terminal equipment is located at the 
telephone buildings in David City, 
Wahoo and Lincoln. A common micro- 
wave repeater point is located adjacent 
to U. S. Highway 30 near Brainard. 
From Lincoln to the repeater station 
is 29.6 miles. From the repeater station 
to David City is 11.4 miles and to 
Wahoo it is 15.8 miles. The location of 
the repeater site near Brainard was 
selected to coordinate with the exist- 
ing tower on the Lincoln 15th & M 


Street building and require minimum 
height towers at David City and Wahoo 
so that they could be located adjacent 
to the telephone buildings. The path 
from Lincoln to the repeater station 
follows the Oak Creek valley north- 
west of Lincoln. Direct routes from 
Lincoln to Wahoo or to David City 
would have required two repeater lo- 
cations because of the intervening ter- 
rain. 


At Lincoln the radio equipment is 
located in an equipment hut atop the 
eighth floor superstructure which sup- 
ports a 90-foot tower. A 110-foot wave- 
guide run connects the radio equip- 
ment to a 6-foot antenna at the top of 
the tower. The multiplex equipment 
is located on the first floor in the toll 
equipment room. Two Western Electric 
794-type single pair cables connect the 
multiplex equipment to the _ radio 
equipment. 


A 260-foot guyed tower near Brainard 
supports three 8 x 12 foot reflectors 
which reflect the microwave beams 
from Lincoln, Wahoo and David City 
to antennas located on top of an equip- 
ment building at the base of the tower. 
Short waveguide runs connect the an- 
tennas to three groups of transmitting 
and receiving radio equipments within 
the building. The radio equipments 
interconnect to provide amplification 
of the microwave signals for retrans- 
mission to and from the three terminal 
points. A United Motors micropower 
emergency generator unit is installed 
for an uninterrupted power source in 
case of commercial power failure. No 
drop out multiplex equipment is pro- 
vided at the repeater station. 

A 75-foot guyed tower at Wahoo and 
a 120-foot guyed tower at David City, 
each located adjacent to the new office 


buildings, support 6 x 8 foot reflectors 
which reflect the microwave beams 


from the repeater station to antennas 
mounted on the parapet of the office 
buildings. Short waveguide runs con- 
nect the antenna to the radio equipment 


‘located in the toll equipment room. 


Two complete sets of transmitting 


Brainard Junction equipment building. The three 
antennas are visible on the building roof. Tanks 
in foreground contain provane fuel for micropower 

emergency generator unit. 
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Brainard Junction microwave equipment. Wave- 
guide to the three roof-mounted antennas can be 
seen at the top of each bay. 


and receiving equipment are provided 
in each section of the system. This 
creates two individual microwave chan- 
nels in each section. Under normal 
operating conditions the multiplexing 
equipment is applied to both channels 
in parallel. In case of an equipment 
failure or path fade on either channel, 
the affected channel will be automati- 
cally discontinued and no change will 
be apparent on the associated telephone 
circuits. This arrangement provides 
full standby equipment on the micro- 
wave at all times. 


The system is controlled by a 308 
kilocycle pilot which originates in the 
Lincoln terminal microwave equipment. 
This signal provides stabilized level 
control and automatic switching of the 
system channels in each section in 
case of failure of an individual channel. 

The system is equipped with a serv- 
ice channel or order-wire which pro- 
vides communication between Lincoln 
and the other points of the system for 
maintenance use. 


Remote alarms from the repeater 
station are brought into Lincoln over 
the microwave and terminate on the 
Lincoln toll test board. These alarms 
include the failure of the tower lights, 
a commercial power failure, fuse 
alarms and various equipment failures 
at the repeater station. Terminal sta- 
tion alarms are locally terminated. 


This initial system for LT&T will be 
followed within the next five years 
by other systems which are now in the 
planning stage. 


“That would be a good place to set a mousetrap,” quipped L. W. 
Cleveland, general traffic superintendent, as his fingers sought the capsule 
of the lucky Merchandiser for May. Rod Andrews assisted in the drawing. 
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Bill Quinn, sales supervisor, Marvin E. Joosten, the prize winner, and 
C. B. Meshier, central district plant manager, enjoy the moment of the 
presentation. Mr. Joosten holds the prize—aoa clock radio. 


Marv Joosten Wins May Merchandising Prize 


The pleasant task of selecting the 
winner for the monthly Merchandising 
prize is still rotating through various 
departments. This month the Traffic 
people had a try at it. L. W. Cleveland, 
general traffic superintendent, thrust 
his hand into the bowl held by Rod D. 
Andrews, traffic engineer, with the 
avowed intention of grasping a capsule 
containing the name of a Traffic em- 
ployee; but he, like others before him, 
was too honest or too inexperienced 
as a prestidigitator. The prize-winning 
capsule was that of Marvin E. Joosten, 
of Lincoln Plant. Last month, it may 
be recalled, the general plant superin- 
tendent drew the name of a commercial 
employee from the bowl. 


So Marv was called to the front 
office, wondering the while what he 
had done wrong. He was relieved and 
elated to receive a fine clock radio as 
the prize for his participation in the 
Merchandising program for May. 
Charles B. Meshier, central district 
plant manager, made the presentation 
with some well-chosen remarks. 


The glass bowl, held by Mr. Andrews, 
holds the names of all employees who 
earned sales credits during the month 
of May. After the drawing the bow] is 
emptied and the next month’s capsules 
begin to accumulate. At the year’s end, 
all the capsules accumulated through 
the year will be returned to the bow] 
and a drawing made for the Grand 
Prize. Eligibility for this big award is 
extended to all Merchandising partici- 
pants dating back to January 1. 


Of course, employees who sell con- 
sistently and thus have their name in 
the bowl month after month have the 
better chance to win the Grand Prize 
as well as one of the monthly awards. 

The Merchandising program is pro- 
gressing well, according to Bill Quinn, 


sales supervisor. Employee sales from 
January 1 through May 31 show a 
total of 243 employees participating. 
They have turned in a total of 1490 
service requests resulting in 1816 com- 
pleted sales for an annual gross revenue 
of $23,336.70. 


The following items of equipment have been sold this year by employees. 


BS SRPC 1) 6 | Sea ] 
CIR SVSEOING: accetaepace Shasis ide caeecda cde 4 
Semi-public service .......................... 3 
Business service ............................ re 30 
Residence service ...................--..2...- 215 
EK extensions .......22-020202 eee eee eee 6 
PBA StQHORG. ...cc atyertesininncieccncxet eco ks 6 
a: Wa) ke ana 12 
Fe Lg A) 1 a en ee ee ee 13 
EO VONES - pardsiaccuwet stu teltait tes. 6 ad 18 
Business extensions ............................ 113 
Residence extensions .......................... 143 
Regrade to bus. serv. .......................--. 9 
Regrade to R-1 serv, ..............-.......-... 97 
MOMOREI TOG. decisis yarn Onc esiidacenah cok caine De 
DOWER ORAS: cect clnes does oh is i 290 
Electronic Secretaries ....................... 2 
Electric horns ................. seid loaciepatdcn 52 2 
I a Sica cok ceakn ces eee sees | 


Battery supply .........----------:-eeeeee 2 
Common: tlle. n.ocilviisdscseceseecasorseieney 4 
Extension. belle: civcisvecwessscereceeweeo eee 38 
WIS Sosloclknlds Gaeta ccs abaveretsaeeeeeer 66 
CIOS: Foals cdre Sin settee eadan dewednnian nent ] 
BUS eee: oho oe Getiew saci odode ete 26 
Pashi DUONG. sccsoccebecesckeseavanescnesenbeee=s ee 21 
GONGSs cecsecensececustdined ote 36 
PoWy OUS aides sei aie ee 1] 
S-WOV Beye <ccdncwce nee ] 
Mtra. lBnGth: COrdsS: iisencincacesweces tent a 
Extension mileage: <:c-..-s.2+-scnsess--e~0 4] 
Impaired hearing equip. .....--------------- 4 
TPIS. cess tee oer! Shact has, erasamtuangede 1 
Curt+Oui?t- SWITKES © ccicce es fener ecccoeddenknes es 7 
PSCs Cie BO i edie 3 
ELIB Listings: 2eccsececsede. ae endeh shane a 12 
ELR listings .......... Sena st eee tena desu Fi 
Toll credit cards ......... 4 ithetteanetenes 20 


Just what this means to LT&T is reflected in the fact that the Merchandising project 
is credited with 256 business and residence extension sales of the 662 sold during the year 
and of 1,248 colored telephones sold, employee sales accounted for 522. 
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Placing aluminum sheathed cable. The cable is 
straightened in the cable guide shown on the mes- 
senger to the right of the men on the pole. Note 


use of hydraulic reel trailer. 
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Appearance of clamp on terminal on aluminum 
sheath cable. Note contrast of bright aluminum 
sheath with dark color of old cable below. The 
old cable and pole mounted terminal were later 


removed. 


New Aluminum—Sheath Cable on Trial 


LT&T has joined the group of tele- 
phone independents that are making 
trial installations of aluminum sheathed 
cable. 


The use of aluminum for the outer 
covering of cables may seem to be a 
novel idea. Ever since the first tele- 
phone cable was manufactured, lead 
has been employed for the sheathing 
material. Lead, in combination with a 
small quantity of antimony to minimize 
sheath crystallization, was considered 
to be the only suitable metal for ex- 
truding over a paper wrapped cable 
core. At the extruding temperatures 
employed, contact with the hot lead 
does not damage the paper wrapping. 


A. D. Miller and H. R. Shotsman working on 
clamp-on type terminal used on aluminum sheath 
cable. These men are testing the terminal for 
leaks with pressurized nitrogen gas. 


By J. S. Reed 


Aluminum requires a temperature of 
about 932 degrees F. for reasonably low 
extruding pressures. Nevertheless, com- 
panies in England and Germany have 
successfully produced aluminum 
sheathed cables. One of the cable man- 
ufacturers in the United States, the 
General Cable Corporation, after study- 
ing the European manufacturing pro- 
cedures, purchased an aluminum 
sheathing extrusion press from a Ger- 
man manufacturer. This machine is 
designed to cool the aluminum extru- 
sion as it emerges from the press and 
thus prevent damage to the cable core. 
It also heats the aluminum billets in 
such a way as to eliminate air from 
the extrusion cyclinders, preventing 
the formation of blisters and pin holes 
in the sheath. The resulting product 
is a perfectly formed continuous pipe 
enclosing the cable core. 


Aluminum sheath has the advantage 
of weighing only half as much as the 
lead covering for equivalent sizes of 
cable. It is also stiffer and much more 
resistant to abrasion than lead. 


Trial installations of the aluminum 
sheathed cable have been made in 
Lincoln, Hastings, and Bradshaw. The 
construction crews placing the cable 
report that the new cable was easier 
to handle than the lead-covered kind. 
Because of its stiffness, the cable could 
be pulled through fewer cable blocks 
with greater speed than is possible 
with the lead sheathed cable. The 
cable was very easy to spin onto the 
messenger with a regular cable lasher. 


The stiffness of the aluminum sheath 
made the cable lie flat against the 
messenger so that it had a very neat 
appearance on completion of the spin- 
ning operation. 

Because aluminum is difficult to 
solder, clamp-on type splice cases and 
terminals were installed on the alum- 
inum sheathed cables. These splice 
cases and terminals use bolts and dead- 
soft rubber gaskets to provide a gas- 
tight seal. The aluminum sheath can 
be easily cut and removed for the 
splicing work with the conventional 
tools employed by the splicer. The 
terminals mount securely on the mes- 
senger and are not easily moved out 
of position. 


Lasher used to spin aluminum sheath cable to 
the messenger. The men are in the process of 
transferring the flasher around the pole. Note 
cable blocks with wide spacing made possible 
by the stiffness of the aluminum sheath. On lead 
covered cable the blocks would have to be spaced 
much closer together to properly support the cable. 


Elmer’s off-color shirt. Champs of the Wednesday night Lincoln league, the team’s personnel, 
from left: V. M. (Deke) Simpson, Jimmie Ehlers, Elmer Dougherty, N. C. (Buck) Duer and Don 
Nielsen. Duer led the league in individual averages. 


Just Wait Till Next Fall! 


Bowling Fever Subsides with Banquets and Elections 


The late bowling season rests in 
peace—well, almost. There are a few 
wounds still festering and some remote 
regions where arguments have not 
ceased. But cussed or discussed, no em- 
ployee activity ever swept through the 
company ranks with such authority or 
devastation as 1957-58 bowling. And 
no other sport ever gathered so many 
LT&T devotees in a single season. 

The Lincoln men’s league doubled 
in size at the beginning of the season 
with the addition of an 8-team league 
rolling on Thursday nights at Bowl- 
Mor. Those who climbed out on the 
end of the branch to set the new league 
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The “’Shiftless Three’’ won the team championship in 
the ten-team Lincoln Ladies’ League. Left to right: 
Burcham, Norma Somerheiser and Jean Baker. 
Somerheiser repeated as leader among the telephone girls 


in individual averages. 


Judy 
Miss 


into motion were plenty worried. Some 
of the teams were composed wholly of 
novice bowlers and the unanswered 
question was—would their interest en- 
dure and would they remain as regular 
members throughout the year? 

The answer was not long in coming. 
Enthusiasm grew stronger, it seemed, 
as the year progressed and at no time 
during the season was there an un- 
filled vacancy on any team. Most teams 
were composed of six or more mem- 
bers. The new league was definitely a 
going concern. 

Scores for the year were generally 
higher than in the past. Best individual 
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high average for the league. 
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average for the season went to Smick 
Williams of the Stromsburg team with 
177. Howard Spahnle, General Com- 
mercial, was one pin behind to lead the 
Thursday league. Norman (Buck) Duer 
came in first in the Wednesday league 
with a 171 average. Williams’ 651 stood 
up for a high series of the year. Roy 
Mills and Jimmie Ehlers shared in the 
highest game, each with 256. 
Construction won the team cham- 
pionship in the Wednesday league out- 
running Shop-Supply by five games, 
ending with 62 games won and 48 lost. 
This team also rolled the high series of 
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Some people were unkind enough to say that the General Commercials won their first 
championship from Henry Hudson’s crew. But experience is hard to beat and the team was 
never headed in their bid for the Thursday league championship. From left: Ken Lawson, 
Ken Boshart, Howard Spahnle, Joe Hartley, George Walroth, Loran Powell. Spahnle also held 


Bowling—Continued 


L. C. (Smick) Williams of Stromsburg was top 
bowler among telephone team members by a 


single pin. 


the year of 2643 pins and high game 
of 984. In the Thursday league, Gen- 
eral Commercial, with four members 
of last year’s championship team, 
jumped into the lead at the first of the 
season and were never headed. The 
Engineers, however, were treading on 
their heels right down to the final 


night. Only 5% games separated them 
at season’s end, with General Commer- 


cial winning 71% and losing 33142. 


Five series of 600 or better were 
rolled in the Lincoln leagues. Jerry 
Salber got two of them — identical 
610’s. The other totaled 600 exactly 
and were posted by Howard Spahnle, 
Curtis Sieck and Norman Duer. 


The final night “round robins” re- 
turned top prize to Frank Norton on 
Wednesday, while Phil Garvey and 
Norman Duer tied for top honors on 
Thursday. 


In the Lincoln ladies’ league, Norma 
Somerheiser repeated as high individ- 
ual with a season’s average of 147. 
Team championship went to the Shift- 
less Three. Rexine Bretta scored high 
game among the ladies with Bik, while 
Margaret Steffen of York rolled a tidy 
567 in the annual tournament to post 
the year’s best series. 


In the “round robin” rolled on the 
last night of league bowling, Pearl 
Powell gathered in first money with 
a fine handicap series of 547. 


Ladies teams also took the alleys at 
Geneva, David City, York and Tecum- 
seh. The David City five won second 
place in their league. York tied for 
third. We haven’t heard of the final 
standings of the other girls’ teams. 


Of the men’s teams, Hastings tied 
for second place. Stromsburg was only 
one game away from the second spot. 
Teams from Tecumseh and Beatrice 
did not report on their success, or lack 
of it, in the league standings. 


The ladies’ league at Lincoln closed 
its books with a dinner and annual 
meeting, held at the Compass Room on 
May 20. Elected to offices for the 
coming season were: Margaret Thomp- 
son, president; Rexine Bretta, vice pres- 
ident; Jackie Schizas, secretary; Pearl 
Powell, treasurer; and Dorothy Mc- 
Neely, sergeant at arms. 


The Lincoln men held a smorgasbord 
and business meeting at the Lincoln 
Hotel on May 23. Elected as officers 
for the combined 16-team bowling 
league which will take the alleys on 
Wednesday nights next fall were: John 
Backstrom, president; Ken Versaw, vice 
president; and Carl Ahl, elected for his 
13th consecutive term as_ secretary- 
treasurer. 


The Seward team did not compete in a league 
this year, but this did not interfere with the 
bowling form of Jerry Shipley in the company 
tournament. 
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Bedric Wanek of Lincoln Commercial does not 
compete under LT&T colors but his 180 average in 
a classic league would have headed any of the 
telephone leagues. 


Promotions 
& Transfers 


Ruth Diekmann 


Plant 

Robert Ankersen, lineman, Construction, 
Lincoln, to combinationman, Beatrice. 

Carl Bauman, groundman, Construction, 
Lincoln, to splicer’s helper, York. 

Loyal Eitzmann, groundman to lineman, 
Construction, Hebron. 

Eugene Knipple, driver-lineman, Construc- 
tion, to combinationman, wire chief's office, 
Lincoln. 

J. T. Murray, lineman, Construction, York, 
to combinationman, Geneva. 

Leon L. Rezny, switchman, Beatrice, to 
Lincoln switchroom. 

James A. Rhodes, combinationman, Wil- 
ber to Tecumseh. 

Raymond Strauss, splicer, Construction, 
Lincoln to York. 

Traffic 


Ruth Diekmann, operator to service as- 
sistant, Beatrice. 


Nellie Manspeaker Dies 


Nellie Manspeaker, who once served 
as chief operator at Beatrice, died May 
12 at the age of 70. She has been re- 
tired since August 1, 1937. Miss Man- 
speaker was one of the true pioneers of 
the Independent industry, having re- 
ceived her first experience at the 
switchboard more than a half century 
ago when she was employed by the 
Home Independent Telephone Com- 
pany of Beatrice. She was hired by the 
local manager, W. H. Caman, who later 
served for many years as southern dis- 
trict manager for LT&T. 

All of Miss Manspeaker’s years of 
service were devoted to the needs of 
Beatrice subscribers. When the Home 
and Bell plants there were purchased 
by LT&T, she was entered on our rolls 
as assistant chief operator. During the 
next 20 years she changed positions 
several times in the Beatrice operating 
room, with most of the time spent as 
supervisor and desk operator. In No- 
vember 1931 she was promoted to chief 
operator, but a gradual impairment of 
hearing made itself Known and she was 
forced first to relinquish the respon- 
sibilities of chief operator and later to 
full retirement. Her active’ service 
record totaled more than 30 years. 


K. J. Boshart To Lead Pioneers 


K. J. Boshart 
President 


Clara Jones 
Vice President 


Kenneth J. Boshart, training super- 
visor of General Commercial, will be- 
come president of the Frank H. Woods 
Chapter, Independent Telephone Pio- 
neer Association. The election was con- 
ducted by mail ballot during April 
and May and the results announced 
at the annual chapter banquet, June 7, 
by retiring president Ernest H. Royce. 

The new vice president is Clara 
Jones of Revenue Accounting. Florence 
Tatman of Supply was elected Secre- 
tary and Robert T. Ross of Revenue 
Accounting becomes treasurer. Melba 


Florence Tatman 
Secretary 


Robert T. Ross 
Treasurer 


as treasurer in 1950 and secretary in 
19538. He served on the Fellowship 


committee in 1952 and was chairman 


of the Membership committee in 1955. 


He has acted as vice president during 
the current year. 


Miss Jones dates her Chapter affili- 
ation to 1942 and her telephone career 
to 1927. She was a member of the Ex- 
ecutive board from 1946 to 1948 and 
was treasurer in 1956. She also served 
on the following committees: Fellow- 
ship—1942, 1950; Women’s Social—1944, 
1947, 1948, 1949, 1952, 1953; Ways and 


Richards and Al L. Ager are the new 
members of the executive committee, 
beginning their three-year terms. 

All new elective officers are from 
Lincoln. They will assume their duties 
July 1, the opening of the next fiscal has a fine record of service on the fol- 
year. lowing committees: Women’s Social— 

Mr. Boshart joined the Pioneers in 1945, 1947, 1950, 1951, 1954; Fellow- 
1946 on his return from military serv- ship—1953; Ways and Means—1956. 
ice. His Chapter duties include a term Mr. Ross has 29 years of telephone 


Means—1956. 

Mrs. Tatman joined the Chapter in 
1944 and has nearly 30 years of tele- 
phone background. She was elected 
treasurer of the Chapter in 1949 and 


Melba Richards 


= ; A. L. Ager 
Executive Committee 


Executive Committee 


work to his credit. He joined the 
Chapter in January 1945 and held mem- 
bership on the Ways and Means com- 
mittee in 1946, 1951, 1954 and 1957 and 
on the Hobby committee in 1952 and 
1953. He was further honored by ap- 
pointment to the national Hobby com- 
mittee. 

Miss Richards has been active in 
Chapter work since her affiliation with 
the organization in 1946. She served 
a three-year term on the Executive 
committee during 1949-1951 and was 
secretary in 1956. Her committee work 
includes the Nominating committee— 
1947, 1948; Women’s Social—1949, 1950; 
and Ways and Means—1954. 

Mr. Ager dates his Pioneer activities 
from 1950 and his telephone service 
from 1935. Most of his participation 
has been on the Hobby committee, on 
which he served in 1952, 1954, 1955 and 
1956. He was a member of the Ways 
and Means committee in 1957. 
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Meeting of the ‘Board of Directories’ 


The month of May usually marks the annual get-together of the directory sales force with those 
members of LT&T who are concerned with the make-up and sales in the Yellow Pages. The meeting 
took place this year on May 29 at the Cornhusker Hotel. K. L. Lawson, general commercial superin- 
tendent, somehow evaded the camera, although he was present and addressed the meeting. He pointed 
cut various forces that give an optimistic color to prospects for continued growth and development of 
the Yellow Pages. Some major changes are in progress in directory printing which will require new 
practices and schedules and were the subiect of most of the discussion in the all-day meeting. Cloc<x- 
wise about the table, from extreme feft: W. J. McDowell, H. E. Velte, G. E. Walroth, Dean Nelson, A. B. 


Waters, F. D. Hamilton, A. L. Zehrung, C. R. Holloway, Jim Martinez, Elmer Schleuger, Einer Fuglemsmo, 
A. M. Newens. 
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Mowers a Menace 
in Careless Hands 


The rotary power mower is a ma- 
chine that makes a hard job easy in 
the hands of people who know how to 
handle it — but for those who don’t 
or won't, it becomes a weapon that can 
result in permanent disability to one 
person out of every seven it injuries. 

Here are some safety suggestions to 
help operate your mower with a mini- 
mum of danger: 


1) Know how to stop or disengage the engine 
quickly. 

2) When starting the engine stand firm and 
make sure your feet are in safe position. 


3) Allow expansion space when filling fuel tank. 
Do not refill while engine is hot. Refill out 
of doors. 


4) Inspect your lawn; remove stones, sticks, wire 
or other debris. 


5) Bystanders and pets should be kept from the 
immediate area of mowing. 


6) Children less than teenage, or inexperienced 
persons, should not be allowed to operate 
power mowers. 


7) On hills and bank, cut sideways—not up and 
down. 


8) Do not use electric mower when grass is wet. 


C. H. Bottorff 


Lincoln 
30 Years 


S ER V 


Helen Norwood 
Seward 
15 Years 


Ivan Doran 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


J. W. Hartz 
Lincoln 
10 Years 
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Elizabeth Johnson R. A. Carlson Dewey Olsen 
Crete Lincoln Wahoo 
30 Yeors 35 Years 30 Years 


ICE 


AT YEARS C. B. Meshier, Lincoln. 

A2 YEARS G. B. Keith, Lincoln. 

A1 YEARS E. H. Wellman, Hebron. 

39 YEARS Regina Bethscheider, Hebron. 
37 YEARS Georgia Smith, Lincoln. 

36 YEARS R. L. Clinton, Lincoln. 


ANNIVER S A 


14 YEARS Rosetta Habben, Hastings: D. M. 
Hobson, Shirley Snyder, Lincoln; Mary Ross, 
Nebraska City. 


13 YEARS R. E. Chamberlain, Velda Wil- 


liams, Lincoln. 


11 YEARS June Carman, Crete; R. H. Cul- 
ver, Superior; W. K. Eltiste, Nebraska City; 
David Guthrie, Lincoln; Aurilla Patterson, 


35 YEARS R. A. Carlson, Lincoln. 


Gresham. 


10 YEARS Chester Byard, Syracuse; I. E. 
Doran, J. W. Hartz, A. R. Sharp, J. H. 


Tice, Lincoln; Doris Peterson, Auburn. 


9 YEARS Marcelene Behrends, Auburn; R. 


33 YEARS M. M. Hale, L. V. Shirey, Lin- 
coln. 
31 YEARS 1. J. Devoe, V.M. Simpson, Lin- 
coln. 
30 YEARS C. H. Bottorff, Lincoln; Elizabeth 


Johnson, Crete: Dewey Olsen, Wahoo. 


29 YEARS 


Haith, Humboldt; J. D. Litzenberg, Bedric 


Wanek, Lincoln. 

27 YEARS Melba Richards, Lincoln. 
24 YEARS Marie Vidlock, Lincoln. 
23 YEARS EE. E. Johnson, Lincoln. 


22 YEARS Beatrice Rohrer, Hastings; Louise 
Roth, Lincoln. 


17 YEARS \W. D. Quinn, Lincoln; Alyce 


G. Cardwell, D. J. Christle, Pauline Coe. 
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N. M. Turner, Lincoln. 


8 YEARS Arleen Holloway, Fairbury; Alice 
Lind, York; Loretta MclIlnay, Crete. 


E. A. Ernst, Plattsmouth: I. C. 


7 YEARS W. D. Anderson, Hastings; B. L. 
Barnett, J. B. Howat, K. L. Myhre, Lincoln; 
Lambert Eitel, Beatrice: Kathleen Sughrue, 


York. 


6 YEARS Lola Boughton, Marilyn Vonder- 
haar, Beatrice; R. E. McCall, Lincoln; Kath- 
ryn Rust, Superior. 


Sharpnack, Plattsmouth. 


16 YEARS C. A. Hansen, Lincoln. 


15 YEARS 


thy Grafton, Lincoln; Margaret Lautenschla- 
ver, Davenport: Helen Norwood, Seward. 


5 YEARS Vera Bankson, Mary Heser, J. L. 
Brendle. G. E. Frazier, Pearl Lawson, D. M. 
Schwenke, Lincoln: Catherine Cassell, Sut- 
ton: Agnes Michalek, David City: Wauneta 
Schmit, Hebron; Mildred Wait, Stromsburg. 


Ella Ferguson, David City; Doro- 
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Doris Peterson J. H. Tice 
Auburn Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 


Ella Ferguson 
David City 
15 Years 
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«Beano Mapa 


Margaret 
Lautenschlager 
Davenport 
15 Years 


Chester Byard 
Syracuse 
10 Years 


A. R. Sharp 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Upper left: Hughes Brothers new cabin and its luxurious furnishings 
brought’ many a gaso from the LT&T quests. Lower left: Whetting their 
appetites by ogling the raw steaks are, clockwise: Claude Helm, Ivan 
Paddack, Carl Ahl, Al Ager, Ted Hughes, Dewey Nelsen and Ernie Royce. 


Upper right: The maestro at work. Ralph Connors, Bob Clifford, yale 
Roberts and Byron Pattison watch Ed Imig ply his avocation. Lower right: 
Carl Ahl can’t. find a place at the first tableful of Pioneers, which includes 
Messrs. Backstrom, Albers, Eggerss, Hughes, Dudgeon, Flowerday, Foster, 
Culver, Nelsen and Holcomb. 


Pioneers Take To The Woods 


The advance billing for the Spring Pioneer Stag must 
have had tremendous appeal, for one of the largest repre- 
sentations—55 venturesome fellows—responded to the call 
and headed for Seward and the Hughes Brothers Cabin on 
Saturday, May 17. 

Assembly time was set for 2 p.m. and most of the group 
were on hand at the opening gong. Though Lincoln 
Creek gurgles within a hundred feet of the cabin, there 
were no fishermen in evidence. Indeed, the social committee 
is considering striking the word “fishing” from the records 
and bulletins covering the event. 

Aside from the fine fellowship which the Stag offers, the 
biggest attraction has become the inch-thick T-bones— 


unbelievably delicious—prepared according to a magic 
formula known only to Ed Imig of Hughes Brothers. Ro- 
mantic girls, they say, always kiss with their eyes closed. We 
noticed the Pioneers eating their steaks in the same man- 
ner, meanwhile throwing in some added notes of ecstasy 
with audible slurps and drools. 

The gathering also gives our enthusiastic club of coin 
collectors an opportunity to exchange pieces and compare 
dates on nickels. The only collection that has been com- 
pleted so far is that of Bob Clifford. 

The committee in charge—and what a fine job they 
did—were Ivan Paddack, Ray Baldwin, Rollie Winders, 
John Litzenberg, Ernie Royce and Frank Norton. 


YOU are LT&! 


LT&T is a big organization. It spreads 
itself over an area of nearly 13,000 
square miles. It employs 1,500 people. 
It serves 133,000 telephones. It has been 
in business for more than 50 years, 
striving to build a record of integrity 
and good service. 

But — the average person usually 


forms his judgment of the company 
through contact with ONE individual. 
If that person is inefficient or rude, the 
COMPANY has made a bad impression. 

Every member of LT&T who, in any 
capacity, comes in contact with our sub- 
scribers is a representative of the com- 
pany and the impression he or she 
makes is an advertisement — good or 
bad — for LT&T'! 


Man Must Work 


— that is as certain as the sun. But he 
may work grudgingly or gratefully; 
he may work as a man or as a machine. 
There is no work so rude that he may 
not exalt it; no work so drab that he 
may not breathe a soul in it; no work 
so dull that he may not enliven it. 
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J. J. Eisenbarth 
Called By Death 


John J. Eisen- 
barth, equipment 
repairman of Gen- 
eral Shop, died 
May 25 at the age 
of 59. He had been 
a member of the 
shop force for the 
past 12 years, spec- 
ializing jin the re- 
pair of paystations 
and other special 
sets. 

Mr. Eisenbarth fought _ bravely 
against the advancement of the malady 
from which he suffered for the past two 
years and even to the end his outward 
demeanor remained unchanged. He un- 
derwent an operation in the fall of 
1956 and was able to resume part-time 
work early the next year. But his 
strength failed rapidly and people who 
knew John in an earlier day were 
shocked at the ravages of the dread dis- 
ease, for John in his youth was one of 
the strongest men ever to climb a pole 
for LT&T. Oldtime construction men 
remember his feats of strength, for 
tasks that were beyond the physical 
abilities of many of them seemed easy 
for him. Last fall Mr. Eisenbarth was 
advised by his physician to give up his 
telephone labors and attempt to con- 
serve his strength. There was little en- 
couragement to be found in reports In 
his condition since that time. 

His service record dates from August 
1927, but his first appearance on the 
payroll was ten years before that time. 
Six separate periods of employment 
are recorded from then until 1933 when 
he began his unbroken span of serv- 
ice. He worked as groundman and line- 
man for Construction; as _ trouble 
shooter at Beaver Crossing, his home- 
town; and as exchange lineman at 
Hastings. He transferred to General 
Shop in July 1946 and was named 
equipment repairman in November 
1948. 

Final services were held at Roper’s 
Mortuary at Havelock. Pallbearers, all 
Shop employees, were: William Knee, 
Robert Donaldson, Charles Riedel, Joe 
Khrounek, Ralph Culver and Kent Eno. 
Survivors include his wife, four sons 
and two daughters. Two of the sons— 
Paul of Lincoln Plant and Don of Con- 
struction—are LT&T employees. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


Following is the total amount of claims 
paid by the Telephone Employees’ Mutual 
Benefit Association during May 1958: 

Primary Members ..44 Claims..$3,314.84 
Dependents .......... 29 Claims.. 1,451.20 


$4,766.04 


Trenching Machine Bites Cable Half in Two 


identifying the broken circuits. 
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A contrite digger appears to hold its head as 
it surveys the damage it has done. 


A huge trench digger, lumbering along North 10th street in the late after- 
noon of May 7, took a tasty nibble from our 1200-pair underground cable that 
lay across its path. About 500 of the pairs were bitten in two, disrupting the 
service of some important departments of our local seat of government as well 
as that of several hundred other telephones in an area of about 18 square blocks 


in northwest Lincoln. 


The police department was out of direct service for about an hour and a 
half during which calls were referred to the city hall. Two temporary circuits 
were established by stringing wire two blocks. The fire department circuits 
also were cut, although a measure of service was restored within a few minutes 
by using stand-by c‘rcuits provided for that purpose. However, people could 
report fires but the department could not call its sub-stations by telephone, but 
used shortwave radio for contact with them. 


The splicing team of Mack Nickell and Ray Mathis hurried to the spot and 
began the long process of healing the breach. The camera caught them as they 


were “tagging out” the maimed circuits. 


They were destined to spend many 


more hours in their sheltered pit before heading for the hearth and fireside. 


Posies for Don and Russ 


Roy Brendle, service engineer, sat 
down at the typewriter the other day 
and pecked out a letter to A. B. Waters, 
district commercial manager. Roy 
wanted to report an event of the day 
while the details were still fresh in 
mind. We’ll quote his letter: 

“Mr. George S. Round, director of 
public relations, University of Nebras- 
ka, called me into his office after I had 
finished instructing his people on the 
use of lamp and key equipment which 
had just been installed. 

“Mr. Round told me that they sin- 
cerely appreciated the prompt service 
in getting the equipment installed. He 
said the telephone company could feel 
especially proud of the two men, Don 
Utterson and Russell White, who did 
the work. He said they were excellent 
workmen and were very courteous and 
obliging to everyone in the office.” 
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Hale in 0.E.§. Grand Line 


Merle M. Hale, vice president, was 
appointed and installed Grand Sentinel, 
Order of the Eastern Star for Nebras- 
ka. The installation was held May 15 
at the conclusion of a three-day Grand 
Chapter session held at Pershing Muni- 
cipal Auditorium at Lincoln. 

Mr. Hale’s new office is one of four 
normally held in progressing through 
the “grand line” and culminating in 
that of Worthy Grand Patron three 
years after appointment. The office is 
currently held by Herbert A. Ronin, 
county judge at Lincoln. Mr. Hale is 
Past Worthy Patron of Temple Chapter 
271 at Lincoln. He is Past Master of 
Masons in Nebraska. 

In the same installation, Kathryn 
Brock, wife of George Brock of Engin- 
eering, was installed Grand Treasurer 
of the Grand Chapter. 


Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


Our Cover 
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Area Manager Armagost “at home” in his new 
office which features modernistic partitioning. 


Our June cover pictures only a small 
portion of the beautiful commercial 
office at David City’s new telephone 
building, with Vivian Dee proudly at- 
tending the drive-in payment window. 
The customer is Mrs. Ed F. Hein, a 
rural subscriber. The commercial folk, 
Miss Dee and Mrs. Johnson, with 
Harvey Armagost, area manager, moved 
into their new quarters May 5. 


David City subscribers make heavy use of the 
handy drive-in window. Here Miss Dee receives 
another payment; this one from Mrs. V. K. Krenk. 
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Thanks to the thoughtfulnes of Paula 
Otte, who arranged for the company 
camera to be on hand at the proper 
moment, we have a picture that al- 
ready is assured a place among the 
historical items in the archives of 
LT&T, for it shows President Thomas 
C. Woods, Jr. at his desk on his first 
day in office. He is the fourth presi- 
dent in the company’s 55-year life 
span. 

His predecessors in the position were: 
Col. Charles J. Bills, 1903-1904; Frank 
H. Woods, 1905-1946; and Thomas C. 
Woods, Sr., 1946-1958. 


First Weeks are Busy Ones for President Woods 


Our president is finding the present 
order of things to be quite an adventure 
and not all his problems stem from the 
intricacies of the job. He commutes 
regularly between Lincoln and Cleve- 
land, Ohio. The moving of an estab- 
lished family—its members and pos- 
sessions—from one state to another 
presents many ramifications. Mr. Woods 
has purchased a home at 2540 Woods- 
crest, but probably will not be able to 
take possesion until late in the year. 
Meanwhile, at Cleveland, the other 
home has been sold and must be va- 
cated. Both Mr. and Mrs. Woods found 
the selling to be an ordeal from a sen- 
timental viewpoint. Through the years 
they had planned and labored so hard 
on the home that they thought it al- 
most a part of themselves as they bid 
it goodbye. 

The family will be separated much 
of the summer, with the son, Chip, 
visiting at Princeton and at a summer 
camp in New Hampshire. Mrs. Woods 
and daughter, Avery, will visit with 
friends for a time before going to the 
Woods’ summer home at Madeline Is- 
land, Wisconsin. To add to their prob- 
lems, their Cleveland home was burg- 
larized recently and the house and pos- 
sesions left in a sorry state. 


As soon as it can be accomplished, 
Mr. Woods wants to visit every part 
of LT&T-land and meet the people of 
the organization. He already has be- 
gun the project with territorial visits 
which he hopes will become more fre- 
quent as pressures from other activities 
subside. 


Accidents--I9 Their Suffering and Sorrow, add These Costs 


How much are accidents costing the 
American people? The price tag for 
1957 reached the staggering total of 11 
billion, 800 million dollars; the amount 
of money estimated to have been lost 
through wages not earned, medical fees 
and hospital expense, cost of insur- 
ance, property destroyed and produc- 
tion lost. 

An interesting question is raised by 
the Institute of Safer Living—“‘How 
much good could these dollars do if in- 
stead of being wasted on accidents 
they could be applied to useful pur- 
poses?” 

Taking a look at many things that 
are important today, the Institute 
shows that the savings of $11,800,000,- 
COO would provide tremendous bene- 
fits— 

In Education. This money would be 
sufficient to give every public schoo! 
teacher, principal, supervisor and su- 
perintendent in the United States a 
111% increase in annual salary; would 
build more than 300,000 new Class A 


~aff 12 fie 


schoolrooms; would provide four-year 
college educations for 12 million stu- 
dents. 

In Tax Relief. These dollars would 
give every tax paying individual in 
the country a 30% reduction in income 
tax. 

In Better Living. This amount would 
represent sufficient funds to build one 
million new single family homes, fig- 
uring the average cost of $12,000. 

In Health and Welfare. This sum 
would multiply by 16 the funds now 
raised for cancer, heart, polio, tuber- 
culosis research and welfare work done 
by the United Fund throughout the 
country. 

In Family Security. This sum would 
buy four U. S. $100 savings bonds for 
each family’s nest egg. 

In Luxuries. There would be enough 
cash available to buy 19 million color 
TV sets; pay for four million new 
passenger cars; provide three new $75 
suits for every male over 14 years of 
age. 


Death Closes Career of 
W. R. Minich 


Coming as a dis- 
tinct shock to his 
wide circle of 
friends throughout 
the organization 
was the death of 
William R. “Bill” 
Minich of Geneva 
on May 24. He was 
in his 59th year. 
Though his illness 
was of serious na- 
ture and of a year's 
duration, there were times when his 
evident improvement brought hope that 
the encroachment of the malignancy 
might be arrested. 


For the past 27 years, Mr. Minich 
has worked exclusively within the con- 
fines of the Geneva area, yet he was 
well known and liked throughout the 
territory. He was a “regular” at em- 
ployee meetings of various kinds— 
Picnics, fraternal gatherings, pioneer 
affairs etc., and was the type of person 
who instinctively cultivated friendship 
through his own interest and under- 
standing. 


He first appeared on the company 
payroll at Hastings in 1919 as a truck 
driver. This was quite a profession In 
those times, for few people could oper- 
ate a motor vehicle. The next year he 
donned a belt and spurs, and in 1921 
came to Lincoln as a construction line- 
man. He went back to truck driving 
in 1924 and in 1926 began a five-year 
stand as combinationman at David 
City. 


In March 1931, Mr. Minich went to 
Geneva as combinationman and settled 
down as a member of the community. 
He shared in the work of the Methodist 
Church, became Master of his Masonic 
lodge and was an active member of 
the Geneva Firemen’s Association and 
the Frank H. Woods pioneer chapter. 
He teamed with Reno Weis in maintain- 
ing the exchange plant and equipment 
and for more than a quarter of a cen- 
tury, in fair weather or foul, per- 
formed his labors in a manner that 
brought credit to the company and to 
himself. 


The Minich family will still be repre- 
sented in LT&T, for J. C. Minich, a 
brother, is rounding out a 12-year 
record at Friend; C. C. Minich, a nep- 
hew, is working on his 11th year in 
York Plant; and William D. Minich, 
Bill’s son, is in his third year in Lincoln 
Plant. 


A big corporation is more or less blamed for 
being big, but it is only big because it gives 
service. If it doesn’t give service, it gets small 
faster than it grew big.—W. S. KNUDSEN. 


Exterior view, looking southeast across inter- 
section of 15th and L streets. 


Sood Progress on Auburn Building 


Interior view, looking northeast across the 
equipment room. 


The new telephone building at 15th and L streets. Auburn, is rising high. 
as may be verified by the pictures above, taken by Don Christle in late May. 
The general form and finish of the structure are already apparent, it being a 
single-story building of brick and masonry construction, 43 by 121 feet in outside 
dimensions. It will be air-conditioned and include a drive-in payment window 
and a six-stall garage. Off-street parking will be provided for customers and 
employees. The new dial system will serve some 1,800 telephones in Auburn 
and will include facilities for direct distance dialing by subscribers at Brock. 


Johnson, Peru. Brownville and Nemaha. 


Headlines 


The degree team of the Lincoln Elks 
lodge won state honors in the annual com- 
petition for proficiency in ritualistic work 
held this year at Ogallala on May 9 to 11. 
Bill Quinn, present exalted ruler at Lincoln, 
acted as leading knight and Ken Boshart as 
the candidate. The team thus qualified for 
competition in the national contest to be 
held at New York City. The team will per- 
form July 5. 

Merl Sherman, Hastings Commercial, was 
installed as director for the Hastings Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, May 23. 

Frank H. Woods, chairman of LT&T’s 
board of directors, was elected to the board 
chairmanship of the Addressograph-Multi- 
graph Corporation at a recent meeting of 
the directors of that organization held at 
Cleveland, Ohio. Mr. Woods has been a 
member of the A-M board for the past 12 
years. His election fills the office left va- 
cant through the death of his brother, 
Thomas C. Woods, Sr., last March. At the 
same meeting, Philip M. Aitken, LT&T 
director, was elected to fill the unexpired 
term of Thomas C. Woods, Sr. as a director 
for Addressograph-Multigraph and a mem- 
ber of its executive committee. 


Someone Loves Us 


Under the category of ‘Letters we 
ought to frame” comes this one from 
Noel T. Schoenrock, who recently re- 
moved from Lincoln to a new assign- 
ment at Grand Island. We quote Mr. 
Schoenrock’s letter in its entirety: 

“Thank you so much for your grand 
and wonderful service. Of all the com- 
panies I dealt with while I had my 
apartment in Lincoln, I felt I had the 
best and fairest service from the tele- 
phone company. It has been a pleasure 
doing business with you. Thanks again 
for your wonderful cooperation.” 


—. 
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Viola Hutchinson 


-Evelyn menke 


Viola Hutchinson Returns To 
Wymore as (. 0. 


Evelyn Menke Moves To Fairbury 


It was homecoming for Viola Hutch- 
inson, chief operator at Fairbury, but 
a resident of Wymore. She drew an 
end to her commuting days by return- 
ing to the surroundings in which she 
began her telephone career in 1942, and 
to the position she occupied for four 
years prior to her moving to Fairbury 
in 1947—that of chief operator at Wy- 
more. 

Mrs. Hutchinson is the former Viola 
Dunn. She assumes the position which 
has been held since 1949 by Shirley 
Martin, who is currently on leave of 
absence. Mrs. Martin was employed 
as operator at Wymore in 1946 and 
later was assistant chief operator and 
C0). 

Evelyn Menke, service assistant at 
Beatrice, has been promoted to fill 
Mrs. Hutchinson’s former position at 
Fairbury. Mrs. Menke has been with 
the company since 1943, serving suc- 
cessively as operator, relief operator, 
supervisor and service assistant. 


Courtesy Champion Spark Plug Co. 


The Tellfale Tail Pipe 


What’s wrong with your car? Sometimes 
you can diagnose the ailment yourself 

by looking at the evidence—on the 

tail pipe. This article tells how. 


Temperature, pulse, X-rays, blood pressure, are just a 
few of the tests a doctor may give his patient in order to 
diagnose an ailment. 

Similarly, a gardener surveying a dry, brown stretch 
of lawn will check to see whether the condition was caused 
by soil conditions, fertilizer, insufficient water, or some- 
thing else. Then he recommends a remedy. 

_ A motorist, too, can discover what ails his car by study- 
ing certain evidence. 

In LT&T-land the extreme variations in temperature 
between summer and winter put a car to a stiff test and 
it can hardly be expected that motor adjustments can be 
made to provide best performance over the entire latitude 
of temperature range. 

Take your own car. If it seems to be using too much 
gas, running rough or losing power, you can learn a lot 
about the trouble by looking at the exhaust pipe. Grayish 
white deposits on the tail pipe are a sign of good combus- 
tion. But an oily black deposit often indicates the engine 
is burning oil. Experts say you’d better have it checked 
by a good mechanic, for it could be due to worn piston 
rings. 

Dry, black, sooty deposits are a clue to a rich mixture, 
usually caused by faulty or improperly adjusted carburetor 
or choke. A dirty air cleaner can also cause overrich fuel- 
alr mixture (that is, too much gas for the amount of air 
being used). 

. This sooty exhaust may also indicate incomplete combus- 

tion, usually caused by worn or fouled spark plugs. When 
a plug fails to fire, some of the unburned fuel drips into 
the crankcase, where it mixes with the engine oil. Any- 
body who has used cleaning fluid, even gasoline, to wash 
away oil or grease knows how effective it is. But here’s 
a time when you want to keep all the oil exactly where 
it belongs—on the cylinder walls as a lubricant. Without 
that protective film of oil, the metal parts rub against each 
other causing friction and heat. The result is serious engine 
wear. 

In this case, you might find yourself facing the ex- 
pense of having your car’s engine rebuilt. And that’s no 
maintenance fee; that’s a major expense. 

Wasted gas, diluted oil and excessive engine wear leave 
their trace in the telltale tail pipe. So why don’t you give 
it a close look before starting on your next out-of-town 
drive or vacation trin? 


You Say You're Too Old For Sports: 
Then You're Past Eighty! 


Listed here is a helpful chart to aid individuals in finding 
a sport to fit their age brackets. The ages of participation, 
recommended by the American Health Institute, naturally 
depend on normal fitness and health conditions. 


Age Classification 
20-30 30-40 40-50 50-60 60-80 


Type of Sport Years Years Years Years Years 
Archery Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Badminton Yes Yes Doubles — — 
Baseball Yes — — — = 
Basketball Yes ae — — — 
Bowling Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Boating Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Calisthenics Yes Yes Yes Moderate Mild 
Camping Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Fishing Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Football Yes — — — — 
Golf Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Gymnastics Yes Moderate — — — 
Horseshoes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Hunting Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Riding Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Rowing Yes Yes Yes Moderate Slow 
Shooting Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Skating Yes Yes Yes Moderate Mild 
Skiing Yes Yes Yes Moderate — 
Softball Yes Moderate Mild — = 
Swimming Yes Yes Yes Yes Moderate 
Table Tennis Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Tennis Yes Yes Yes Doubles Doubles 
Track and Field Yes — eax aes ~ 
Volleyball Yes Yes Yes Mild — 


Seven Years af Status Quo 


The “prime working group” of the male labor force in 
America—the 25-44 age group—is not expected to grow nu- 
merically during the next seven years. 

This is the direct effect of the reduced birth rate during 
the depression years of the ’thirties. Fewer workers will be 
entering the lower ages of the 25-44 bracket than will be 
“graduating” into the 45-and-over bracket. Recent statistics 
reveal that all of an anticipated 5 million growth of the male 
lubor force by 1965 will be accounted for by the younger 
and older age groups. 

_ Insharp contrast with the stable size of the “prime work- 
ing group,” large increases are forecast for the 14-25 and 
the 45-and-over age groups. 

If productivity is to increase at rates comparable with 
recent years, there is little doubt that large amounts of 
capital must be expended to provide new jobs and make 
further advances in automation. The capabilities of the older 
workers will also have to be more fully utilized. All this 
is necessary, say the experts, to offset the expansion of the 
relatively untrained and unskilled younger group. 

What effect all this may have on LT&T and upon the 
telephone industry is subject to speculation. Our business 
is also in a period of change. It would seem, however, that 
we must compete for our fair share of bright and energetic 
youngsters, for our larger population of 1965 and after will 
talk more—and demand improvements in telephony that are 
in keeping with the advancements shown in other fields of 
science. It will present a fine challenge to a young man 
beginning his life’s career, for unlike the future course of 
many another business, we already know the ultimate goal 
of telephony to be that “anyone, anywhere, can talk to any- 
one else—on the face of the earth OR ELSEWHERE—quick- 
ly, clearly and economically.” 
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Happiness Ahead 


Genevieve Griffin, Lincoln Traffic, and 
Henry Clapp were united in marriage on 
May 17 at Grand Island. They honeymooned 
in Wyoming. 

Mary Ann Sedlacek, Wahoo Traffic, be- 
came the bride of Larry Weinandt on June 7 
at St. John’s Catholic Church. They will live 
at Weston. 


Joan Thomsen, Accounting, became the 
bride of Paul Sprouse, Jr., in a ceremony 


performed May 17 in the Methodist Church 
at Minden. 


Blessed Events 


A son, Perry Wayne, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Bernard Christener on April 30. Ber- 
nard is an employee of the Custodial Sec- 
tion, Lincoln. 


Mr. and Mrs. Dick Grant announce the 
arrival of a son, Mark Allan, on June 4. 
Dick is employed in the General Repair 


Dale and Anne Wheeler are rejoicing over 
the arrival of a baby girl on April 12. She 
was aptly named “April Lee.” Anne is on 
leave from Lincoln Traffic. 


New Employees 


Accounting 
Emily Cantu ........ Mach. Opt. -scs26.4 5- 5 
Plant 
Paul Baldwin*.........-.....- 
Custodian, Lincoln ...... 5-16 
Harry Hill ....Frameman, Lincoln wire 


chief's off. ..4-29 
William Mulder..Lineman, Construction, 


Lincoln. .....- 4-2] 

Traffic 
Ruth: Boyd: ccc Opr., Nebr. City....5- 5 
Shirlene Brown* ....Opr., Hastings -....5-12 
Eve Jean Chase* ....Opr., Crete .......-.- 5-11 


Marilyn McDermet* Opr,. Fairbury ....4-2] 
Mildred Tucker* ....Opr., Nebr. City....4-2] 
* Re-employed 


“Are you a clock watcher?’ asked Walter 
Roberts of an applicant for a job. 

‘‘Nope, I don’t like inside work,”’ replied the 
honest man. ‘I’m a whistle listener.” 


A reckless driver is a fellow who passes 
you on the highway in spite of all you can do. 


The best place to find a helping hand is at 
the end of your own arm. 


One thing that’s wrong with the younger 
generation is that a lot of us don’t belong to 
it any more. 


New General Office Building 
Progress as of June 2 


These pictures were taken exactly one month 
after the formal ground-breaking ceremonies were 
held for LT&T’s new general office building. It 
doesn’t take an expert’s eye to see that an aston- 
ishing amount of progress has been made. In the 
picture at left, the excavation for the four-story 
addition to the east of the present building is 
nearly completed and forms erected for the pour- 
ing of the foundation, pillars and basement walls. 
The picture below shows the activity of the roof 
of the present building where supporting pillars al- 
ready are rising high for the erection of the addi- 
tional five floors. The News will attempt to stay 
apace with progress on a monthly basis during 
the course of construction. 
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Camilla Selzer, David City Traffic, posed for 
this picture as a new employee, beside one of the 
giant trees that gave her hometown its original 
name of Bellswoods; later shortened to Bellwood. 
Camilla’s father and mother ran the exchange 
there for many years and later she became chief 
operator herself. She went to David City when the 
exchange was converted to dial in 1946 and is 
now rounding out 27 years of service with LT & T. 


A. J. Higgins Retires 


Arthur J. Higgins, of the night custodial forces 
at Lincoln, retired May 31. Quiet and friendly in 
manner, Mr. Higgins was quite a favorite among 
denizens of the building and made many fast 
friends in the organization during the seven years 
he worked here. But most of all, he headed the 
family that has contributed the most in manpower 
(and womanpower) to LT&T. Indeed, up until 
about a year ago seven Higginses were on the 
company payroll. The group numbered Mr. Higgins 
and his four sons: Arthur L., Clyde, Wayne and 
Lyle, and two daughters-in-law: Hazel of Lincoln 
Plant and Arlene of Traffic. All but Arlene are 
still regular employees. 


Mr. Higgins’ leave-taking was marked by “cake 
and coffee” in various departments about the 
building, the largest taking place in the basement 
where several of the custodial department’s old- 
timers came down for the evening to attend the 
retirement party. Some of them are shown in the 
picture above. Front row, from left: Arthur Drake, 
C. A. Van Lund, Henry Lee, Ear! Dodd, Keith 
Rutherford, Ed Mohlman. Back row: Elmer Kleck- 
ner, Roy Ferguson, Charles Broer, Jim Taylor, 
Harry Leatherman, Arthur Higgins and Cloyd 
Delett. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


David City Area 


by Vivian Dee 


May 5 was moving day at David City when 
the Commercial folks moved into the brand 
spanking new office. New folks wel- 
comed to Plant are Francis Asper and Floyd 
Tibbles. Both have previously been working 
at Wahoo helping with conversion activities. 

. We also welcome back to the plant de- 
partment, Robert Armagost, who will help us 
during the summer months. 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen and Norma Jean Dettmer 


Sophia Windels, chief operator at Syracuse, 
enjoyed two weeks of her vacation at home. 
... Kay Bassett and Linda Fallers took a trip 
down the aisle recently when they were 
bridesmaids in a friend’s wedding. ... Sonia 
Copenhaver spent several days at the Lake of 
the Ozarks on a senior sneak trip. She is now 
working full time since graduation. ... Vaca- 
tions have started down Nebraska City way 
also. . . . Gladys Parker, Berniece West and 
Eva Schmidt are early vacationers. ... Violet 
Peterson is recovering at home after surgery 
and we are happy to hear that she is getting 
along so well. . New faces at Nebraska 
City area are Dale W. Gray, Arnold Durr, 
Kathryn Thorne, Nancy Prue and Ruth Boyd. 
Alice Huss is a part-time Commercial em- 
ployee. Cleora Lawrence spent a week 
end in St. Joseph, Missouri. . . . Recent visi- 
tor at the George Placek residence was Erman 
Wheatcraft, wire chief of Tecumseh. .. . 
Velma Abker is sporting a new black 1958 
Ford. It sure is nice! 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 


Vacations are the center of attraction at 
present. Eleanor Schutz of Traffic spent her 
vacation at Elmwood with her folks. 
Wayne Menze and family spent their vacation 
at Springfield, Missouri. ... Elmer Bean and 
Mike Svoboda have been helping at Wahoo. 
... A farewell party was given in honor of 
R. H. Gray and family at Dale’s Steak House 
on May 18. Mr. and Mrs. Gray were pre- 
sented a gift.... We extend a warm welcome 
to Don Rutledge from Weeping Water as our 
new area manager. ... Irene Mailand spent 
her week-end off visiting friends at Western. 
. . . Gladys Walker attended an alumni ban- 
quet at Milford recently. 


Wahoo Area 


by Mary Beaty 


The only vacationer this month was Jennie 
Stoltenberg, who spent a week visiting her 
parents in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. ... The 
Plant folks are mighty busy with activities 
for that special day, Conversion! 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
by Marcelene Behrends 


Vacations will probably be our main topic 
for the next few months but Phyllis Rippe 
was the only vacationer during May. Just re- 
cently she moved to the country so she en- 
joyed two weeks getting acquainted with the 
farm. ... We are happy to have Elva Rem- 
mers back at work after getting her knee hurt 
by a power mower.... Harry Rogers has two 


very good reasons for being proud and happy 
—one is the recent purchase of a house and 
the other is a new ’58 Chevie station wagon. 
... A rural school teacher and her 16 pupils 
visited the office on May 13. 


Beatrice Area 


by Henrietta Menninga, Veronica Siske 
and Frank Fisher 


Vacationeers in Traffic included Ruth Diek- 
mann and husband who were fishing at the 
Harlan County Dam at Republican City, and 
the report is that no big ones got away— 
they caught them; and the other vacationer 
was Marilyn Vonderhaar who enjoyed such 
activities as horseback riding and mountain 
climbing at Denver, and she also visited 
Pauline Hergott, a former Commercial em- 
ployee. In the commercial office the 
two vacancies were caused by vacationers 
Donna Nienaber enjoying a week at home, 
and Thelma Bitting spending part of the 
time fishing at York and the rest at home. 
. .. Vacationers in Plant were Frank Nevitt 
who was in Alexandria, Long Pine and the 
Black Hills, and had awfully good luck with 
trout fishing, and Frank Jurgens who went 
to Minnesota to do some fishing. ... Rolland 
Drake and family spent Memorial weekend 
fishing at Cozad, and the same weekend 
Veronica Siske entertained her sister Mrs. 
Delbert Root of Omaha. ... Mable Wieting 
is rejoicing over the arrival of a new grand- 
daughter, Susan Wieting. Irma Arnold 
is busy getting things straightened around in 
the new home recently purchased. ... Irene 
Ray has a right to be proud of the 8!2-pound 
fish she caught. Traffic girls recently 
enjoyed a covered dish supper and an eve- 
ning of playing bingo. The party was in honor 
of Evelyn Menke, who is now the chief oper- 
ator at Fairbury, and Marcella Will who has 
resigned. 


Pioneer Gathering af Plattsmouth 


The Pioneer ladies carried their fun and laughter into Plattsmouth Town 


on April 22, meeting at the hotel dining room for cn evening of good food Haller, Hetherington, 


and better conversation. The picture of the event was slow in coming and 
But, better late than never 
——we present the assembly, 35 strong, as they lined up for a photographic 
record of those present. With due apologies we'll identify them by using the 


missed the deadline date for last month’s News. 
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Second row: Strasser, 


last name only, there being so many. Front row, from left: Brusnahan, 
Johanns, Smith, Hubbard, Schleif, Krieger, McKie. 
Gessner, Nichols, Ofe, Anderson, Windels, Wilcox, 
Richards, Meduna, Staley, Shreve, Hagenbuck, Cary, Riesland, Behm, Wergin. 
Third row: Carter, Heckman, Peters, Bornemeier, Tritsch, Beaty, Metcalf, 
Benson, Tatman, Sharpnack. 


Crete Area 


by Loretta MclIlnay 

Our commercial office has had a face lifting. 
It was paint-up time here May 5 and the 
appearance is certainly improved. ... On 
May 2 Al Zehrung stopped in long enough 
to boast of being grandpa. ...H. E, Velte, 
directory sales manager, renewed acquaint- 
ances at the Crete office April 29....A few 
of the girls have reluctantly returned to work 
after vacations. Joan Kubes did some paper 
hanging in her home, but Bea Kohl wasn't to 
be envied as she spent part of her vacation at 
the hospital. ... Fern Jacobs visited relatives 
and friends at Hastings and Kearney, and 
from May 13 through the 15th she attended 
the Grand Chapter of Eastern Star of Nebras- 
ka at the Municipal Auditorium in Lincoln, 


‘where she saw Merle M. Hale installed as 


Grand Marshal. The banquets were held at 
the Cornhusker Hotel. . . . We extend sincere 
sympathy to Elizabeth Johnson, Crete chief 
operator, in the death of her brother, August 
Renner, May 23. 


Fairbury Area 


by Lois McCord 


Carolyn Fisher and Eleanor Klaus both en- 
joyed a two-weeks vacation. Loretta 
Volistedt spent a few days of hers in Omaha. 
.. . Irene James’ vacation wasn’t too pleasant 
—she underwent an appendectomy... . Betty 
Vaughn, former clerk in the commercial de- 
partment, and new son, Jed Paul, are doing 
fine. ... Mary Jackson enjoyed a two-weeks 
visit with her sister and family from Cali- 
fornia. . . . Carol Grummert is back from a 
trip to cool Colorado—it rained or snowed 
most of the time. . We have been kept 
busy the past few weeks taking various 
schools on tours through the building. 
Traffic and commercial departments had a 
Picnic at the city park honoring Viola Hutch- 
inson, who is “going home” as chief operator 
at Wymore. . We wish to extend a big 
“welcome” to Evelyn Menke. our new chief 
operator. . . . Our sympathy is extended to 
Mandale Reid, whose mother passed away 
May 28. 


Pawnee City Area 
by Avis Collar 


The first to start the vacation season this 
year for the area is Ivan Haith, Humboldt. He 
will spend a few days visiting at Red Cloud 
and will attend the alumni banquet there.... 
Willie Williams was not only enthused about 
learning to square dance but has now taken 
up calling square dances. Emma Lee 
DeJonge was elected permanent recording 
secretary for the alumni association of the 
Humboldt high school for 1959. 


Tecumseh Area 
by Vera Norvell 


Vernabelle Mommens. who recently resigned 
to become the bride of Glen Adams of Valley, 
was honored at a bridal shower in the home 
of Mildred Taylor, where she received many 
lovely and useful gifts. She was also the 
guest of honor at a barbecue at the home of 
Norma Lee Hahn, with Ines Meister as Co- 
hostess. Irene Thies has a new little 
nephew that she is very anxious to see... . 
Out-of-town visitors were the Ted Husing 
family in Missouri, Juanita Waring and sons 
at her parents’ home in Fairbury, and Cecile 
Morehead at the home of her daughter and 


family in Lincoln. ... Mildred Taylor enjoyed 
her vacation just loafing, going fishing, or 
whatever else struck her fancy. . .. Clara 


Costello enjoyed a visit from her sister and 
family who live in Denver... . James Smith 
is highly anticipating his coming trip to 
Miami, Florida, as a delegate to the CWA 
Convention. ... Norma Lee Hahn has a good 
case of sunburn to prove the fact that she 
helped her uncle disk his fields. ... A picnic 
for all employees was held at the golf course 
with everyone bringing his own choice of 


Sores: + Sateen, oy 

Members of the Pawnee City branch of the 
family are H. A. (Willie) Williams of the plant 
department and Vyrl V. Clark, area manager. 
Forming the background is the new Dawson CDpoO 
building. 


steaks. Manager Husing had a steak so thick 
that he was still tackling it long after every- 
one else had finished. The remainder of the 
evening was spent playing cards. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 


With the arrival of spring, everyone decides 
it’s time for a vacation, and this year the 
first to enjoy theirs were Ardyce Sole and 
Nata Hershey, both of whom spent their time 
at home. ... Barbara Nittler, Virginia Baker, 
Betty Moul, Gladys Hennessey and Yours Truly 
attended a recent banquet for women bowlers 
in Geneva. Viola Wall celebrated her 
birthday and fellow employees were treated 
to a delicious cake. ... Joan Miller is proudly 
wearing a beautiful diamond ring. . .. The 
Traffic and Commercial girls had a picnic 
supper honoring Joan Miller and Gladys Hen- 
nessey, who recently resigned. Both girls 
were presented a gift. 


Hastings Area 
by Marilyn Buttell 


Leota Wilson has returned to work after 
a brief stay in the hospital. We also 
welcome Dorothy Darnold back to work after 
a month’s absence following an operation... . 
Vacations are in full swing with Rosetta 


~ 


A line-up at the recent Clatonia cutover; from 
left: D. V. Gollehon, Beatrice; James Landen- 
berger, Crete; L. A. Genrich, Beatrice; Lester Burch, 
Crete; James Rhoades, Wilber; C. H. Kermoade, 
Wilber. 
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Habben spending hers at Hildreth; Dixie 
Price, Jane Dickerson and Arlis Reiber spend- 
ing their time at home. . .. Marie Pearson is 
getting plenty of exercise trying out a new 
power lawn mower. On May 7, John 
Spady, who retired May 1 as district manager, 
was honored guest at a dinner party given by 
the district office and district area managers 
at the Sportsman Club in Hastings. The men’s 
wives and Tyler Ryan, the new district man- 
ager, were also guests. Mr. Spady was pre- 
sented a rod, reel and net, which will come 
in handy on his fortheccming fishing trip to 
Canada. . . . Preceding their departure from 
the Hastings office, Mr. Spady and Marvin 
Pilfold were each honored at a coffee hour 
in the Snack Bar by their fellow employees. 
Cakes, decorated with “L. T. & T.,”’ and coffee 
were served. Messrs. Spady and Pilfold were 
each presented a large decorated cake wishing 
them both “Good Luck” for the future. . 
Floyd Crewdson, Plant, spent one week of 
his vacation at Wichita, Kansas, attending the 
Lutheran Church conference. George 
Benner took one week vacation time, and was 
busy cramming for school examinations, and 
admiring his new daughter. ... Harry Tubbs 
has returned to work following a siege with 
the mumps. 


Hebron Area 


by Ramona J. Kenning 


Several employees enjoyed early vacations. 
From the traffic department Norma Masch- 
mann and Eva Stutz took vacations, and Patsy 
Kripal recently spent five days in Hays, 
Kansas, visiting her sister and family. ... 
H. G. Taedter, Plant, acted as the Hebron 
weather observer in the absence of vacation- 
ing Gordon Wilson. 


Superior Area 
by LuEtta M. Braun 


Outdoors sports have become more popular 
with the arrival of warm spring days. Theora 
Bargen and family enjoyed a picnic at Harlan 
County Dam. Crystal Ahrens and DeVee 
Smalley, with their husbands, enjoyed boat 
riding at Lovewell Lake. Bob Culver, who has 
a lot by the lake, has been busy raking it 
and planting trees, etc. Vacation trips 
were also enjoyed by Alma Konvalin, who 
with her husband and son journeyed to Cali- 
fornia, Oregon and Washington; and Glenda 
Balty, who spent her vacation time at home. 
... Clara Chambers recently went to Colorado 
to attend the funeral of an aunt. She also 
spent a day at Nebraska City, visiting Arbor 
Lodge and other places of interest. ... La- 
Veita Dunn went to Fort Bliss, Texas, to 
vicit her brother, who is in the hospital. . . 
On Wednesday evening, May 7, Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Kubat attended a farewell party in 
Hastings for John Spady, who recently re- 
tired. They reported a very nice time. ... 
On May 17, Mr. and Mrs. Kubat attended the 
Shrine Parade in Hastings. 


Sutton Area 
by Catherine Cassell 


Gordon Sinner, Plant, spent a week of his 
vacation at home getting acquainted with his 
new son, Gregory... . Tyler Ryan, the newly 
appointed western district manager, visited 
the Sutton office during May. 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


News from York this month should be 
labeled ‘“‘miscellaneous.”’ The traffic depart- 
ment is the only one reporting vacations. 
Teona Christensen spent her vacation at home, 
and Kathy Sughrue plans to spend the second 
week of her vacation at home. Agnes 
Lierman and Janice Lemmon, Traffic, were 
guests of honor at a coffee held in the lounge, 
Janice is on leave of absence, and Agnes has 
resigned. Pat Bosak, Commercial, and 
husband spent the weekend at Fullerton, 
visiting friends and relatives. ... We welcome 
Edna Pflughaupt, chief operator, back to work 


following a stay in the hospital and at home. 
_.. From the plant department we hear that 
John Eckles spent the weekend of May 10 
fishing, and that he caught seven fish... . 
Boyd Imler, wire chief, attended the Golden 
Wedding anniversary of his aunt and uncle. 

. . Our belated congratulations to Mr. and 
Mrs. Jerry Carnes. Barbara is with the traffic 
department and plans to continue working. 
Mr. Carnes is presently in the Navy. 


e e 
Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Orville Spencer, our lepidopterist, recently 
captured an insect that a national expert de- 
termined to be a previously unknown species. 
Orville corresponds with other collectors all 
over the country and in other lands. In fact, 
one of them, a family man with several small 
children, is to visit the Spencers this summer. 
The thought of what this may mean in terms 
of walls in his new home occurred to him 
as he was using his buzz saw recently and 
almost cost him a finger. 

This hobby is enticing Orville farther and 
farther afield. In fact, he is considering camp- 
ing out and has been persuing assiduously the 
Guide for Campers, being particularly en- 
thralled by collapsible canvas bath tubs and 
folding beds. Bob Cardwell, a camper in his 
own right, has been encouraging Orv to get 
the best of everything; offering to procure a 
real tub, second-hand, with the ring already 
in it—and a good four-poster bed. The tub, 
with legs shaped like an old lion’s paw, should 
fit well into the forest environs. ... Come 
the fish stories: Cardwell, Tom Goldenstein 
and Gay Henderson fished recently along the 
Nemaha. Cardwell not only brought back 
fish but a collection of rocks which had at- 
tracted his interest by their strange appear- 
ance. Oldtimers have identified them as coal 
clinkers! Bob remembers that a railroad ran 
nearby—such is the gulf between the old and 
this generation of diesels and gas heat... . 
Dick Wakeman, Jack Swigerd and Tom Boyd 
were working a lake in Minnessta. We have 
three versions: Tom claims Swigerd pushed 
him in. Jack insists Tom stumbled and fell 
in. ‘“‘What actually happened,” states Wake- 
man, “is that Swigerd got so excited playing 
a fish and Tom hollering instructions as they 
ran back and forth along the bank that they 
collided.’ The fish was a carp... . Don Neill 
wanted to look his best for his trip to Maine 
to visit his in-laws. He stopped at a handy 
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Transplanted Californians, Mr. and Mrs. Carl W. 


Keester, sit with their great-grandchildren on their 
49th wedding anniversary. The Keesters went to 
California upon his retirement from Lincoln Plant 
in January 1953. Both had suffered injuries in an 
automobile accident two years before and had 
not been able to regain full health. Since then 
the years have been good to them. Carl tells us 
that both are feeling fine and are looking for- 


ward to their 50th anniversary next year. 


tonsorial shop. ‘‘Take a little off the top,’’ he 
instructed, moving a casual backhand toward 
his cranium. Don says his suspicions were 
first aroused when the old barber had to feel 
all over the counter for his scissors, and 
were confirmed on his arrival home when his 
young son ran behind the house and peered 
warily at him from around a corner. His wife 
greeted him with “no hand-outs!’’ and 
slammed the door in his face. Next morning 
Don pulled an old hat down over his ears, 
threw back his head so he could see, and 
drove to another shop. Cardwell remarked 
that the coiffure resulting from the double 
trim is what the Army calls the ‘white side- 
walls.” Neal says he feels like the last of 
Mohicans. Looking for sympathy, he ran his 
hand over what’s left and asked, ‘“‘What do 
you think of the $2.50 haircut?” ... Buck 
Isaman, worthy patron of a local Eastern Star 
chapter, was assisting with the recent state 
convention of the Order. ‘‘Don’t park on the 
street,” Buck admonished a visiting V.I. P. 
The police may haul you in and charge you 
five dollars. Park here,” pointing out one of 
the LT&T inspector’s stalls. Later Claude 
Helm, stall watchdog, who loved to bark at 
and bite intruders, bigged the long, low, 
strange car. His emotions were conflicting— 
risk tangling with some top-level dignitary 
or do his duty. He eased the former by con- 
tacting everyone this side of the Continental 
Divide (except Buck) and then he did his 
duty. The unsolved mystery—who paid the 
five dollars? Other news: Engineers on the 
LT&T baseball squad: Kay Johnson who has 
returned from his cruise with the Navy on 
the Gulf of Mexico, Bill Thompson, Jack 
Shadley, Kay Rising and Bob Benton. Besides 
Playing baseball, Bob has been adding to his 
University credits by completing a course in 
calculus. Also working on his future is Roger 
Dehning who is taking officer’s training in the 
National Guard. Gary Clifford, who completed 
his academic work last winter at Wesleyan, 
collected his diploma at recent ceremonies. 
a And the rumor that matrimony is staring 
Rising in the face finds that young engineer 
with an outward calm demeanor that is a far 
cry from the eight boxes of cigars Bill Leitgeb 
consumed under the same circumstances. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Not much news this month. However, we 
do have some news from the following de- 
partments: 


Wire Chief's Department, 14th & M 


by Marilyn Jo Osborn 


Vacation time is here again. Starting the 
vacations rolling this month was Darlene 
Griffin who spent a week’s vacation resting 
at home. ... Everyone has had their share of 
colds and flu, but so far nothing too serious. 

. . We are glad to welcome Harry Hill to 
our department. Harry is working on the 
main frame. 


Toll Equipment Section 
by Jo Ann Gloor 


Clyde Higgins spent his vacation at home 
helping care for the new baby daughter... . 
Ardell Robison and wife spent a four-day 
weekend with his daughter in Denver. While 
in Colorado they attempted to see the scenery 
on Trail Ridge Road but the snow was too 
deep and they had to turn back... . Roemer 
Dalton was in this week and showed us a 
picture of himself reclining in his new chair 
which he purchased with the money given 
to him by his fellow workers. It isn’t that 
old rockin chair’s got him but he plans taking 
life easy in his retirement in just that par- 
ticular way. 
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R. L. Dalton, who retired February 1 from Lin- 
coln Plant, posed for this picture to prove that he 
isn‘t worried about anything. The chair was a 
retirement gift from the 15th & M plant folk. 


Wire Chief's Section—21st & L 
by Art Albers 


Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Dougherty have re- 
turned from a three-week vacation trip visit- 
ing relatives in ‘‘sunny’” Arizona and Cali- 
fornia. ... Mr. and Mrs. Ernie Johnson left 
on a three-week vacation visiting relatives in 
West Virginia. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


Watching intently the progress of the new 
building as it can be seen from accounting 
department windows are various quietly self- 
appointed supervisors of construction. After 
all, they’re working on Accounting’s future 
4th floor location. Those pillars must be 
straight and sturdy! Don’t want that ceiling 
coming down. Front row spectators in par- 
ticular are Betty Sherwood, Marie Vidlock 
and George Mann. ... A short trip to Texas 
to meet the future in-laws is being planned 
by Maxine Jansen, whose fiance has already 
passed his in-law test with flying colors... 
Girls of the department got together at 
Estella Foght’s lovely home May 26 for a 
chicken dinner with plenty of gay chatter 


served before, during and after. . . . That 
Kansas sun burns good and strong and Irene 
Stolz has the sunburn to prove it... . Sight- 


seeing in the Ozarks, with 1,200 miles of driv- 
ing crammed into three short days, requires 
about three long weeks of recuperation, warns 
Betty Sherwood who made the hectic trip 
over Memorial Day weekend... . Marie Vid- 
lock spent the three-day holiday fishing at 
Ericson. Perch and catfish made up the catch 
which she reports was not too spectacular 
but did give the party a good meal... . Betty 
Tribble claims four BIG bullheads caught at 
Murdock. ... Vivian Hutsell was honored at 
a recent bridal shower. Esther Juengel, Twila 
Wert and Betty Tribble were among those 
attending. . . . Man’s best friend one recent 
evening offered Charles Lindgren the prize 
catch of the day’s canine hunting activities. 
It wasn’t until Charlie had graciously accepted 
the offering that he discovered he was holding 
a dead rat instead of a rabbit. ... Anyone 
interested in the joys of foster dog parenthood 
or dog foster parenthood or something can 
contact B. J. Sievers who knows of an avail- 
able adult German Shepherd, an available 
adult boxer and a very available three-month- 
old female basset hound. The last was left in 
his front yard recently. . Ralph Retzlaff 
reports that DeGaulle has nothing on his 
wife-——-they’re both ruling by decree! 


General Traffic 


Joyann Worster, Associate Editor 


Recently Dick Hobson took several boys 
on an overnight camping trip. According to 
Dick, he had “quite a time,’ which could 
mean good or bad. ... Jackie Schizas was 
elected secretary of the LT&T Women’s Bowl- 
ing League. ...On Decoration Day, Marlene 
Thompson was hostess at a hamburger fry 
for eighteen people. . . . Rae Ellen Grannis 
had a wonderful Decoration Day weekend by 
taking a trip to St. Louis. 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Marcia V. Watson, Associate Editor 


Fred Bettenhausen took part of his vaca- 
tion last month, spending most of the time 
very quietly. The big day—and most excite- 
ment—was the Bettenhausens’ 40th wedding 
anniversary. Their daughter and son, with 
their families, came home to help celebrate 
the event. ... At this writing Jane Phillips 
and Joan Moorberg are on vacation, but 
details must await their return. . . . Thelma 
Spellman, Cafeteria, suffered a painful cut 
on her hand from a broken glass jar. erg 
Reah Churchill welcomed a new son-in-law 
into the family on May 17. ... Mina Jorgen- 
sen, General Plant, took a few days of vaca- 
tion during May to attend the Grand Chapter 
sessions of the Order of the Eastern Star at 
Pershing auditorium, Lincoln. She took part 
in the opening marches each evening and on 
May 15 attended luncheon at the Cornhusker 
for the 26 district supervisors for the State 
of Nebraska. ... Mrs. T. C. Woods, Sr. has 
returned to Lincoln from a short visit in 
California. .. . Mary Hessler, General Plant, 
spent Memorial weekend at Humboldt, ending 
with a family reunion at Nebraska City on 
Sunday. ... Janice Schnuelle, General Plant, 
went on a fishing trip to Ogallala with her 
sister and family over Memorial weekend. 

Paula Otte, President’s Office, reports 
keen enjoyment of the musical comedy ‘“‘The 
Damn Yankees” at Omaha recently. 


Lincoln Traffic 


Kathleen Carey, Associate Editor 


Although it’s June, all is not brides and 
rosebuds in the traffic department; in fact, 
we have been visited by fire and water. Fire 
—sparks, that is, from the blow torches of 
men working overhead: water—from pouring 
cement overhead. So far we haven’t had any 
high wind but there are those unkind souls 
Who think we are a bunch of blow hards. We 
have taken it in stride and you can’t stop 
progress, -.. We heard that Ella Hansen took 
a trip to Texas to see her favorite nephew 
Play baseball. Lillian Hubbard treked down 
Texas way, too, to see how much her grand- 
children had 8rown since the last time... . 
We rejoice with Betty Racek over the pos- 
session of a sparkling new diamond. . 
Doris Brown and Joan Hinkle honored Mari- 
lyn Schroder at a baby shower recently. ... 
Lois Meyer Complains that coming to work 
interferes with sewing a fine seam on the 
new Necchi she purchased not long ago.... 
Helen Krieger, husband and dog enjoyed a 
week’s vacation in Denver. Bernadine 
Rempe went across the hall the other night 
to Wilma Ball’s apartment for a cup of coffee. 
She was rather scantily clad and when the 
door bell rang and a Cutco salesman got his 
foot in the door, Bernadine fled to the nearest 
closet. She developed a good case of claus- 
trophobia because although he kept saying 

Buy Buy” he didn’t leave for an hour... . 
Genevieve Clapp was the honoree at a mis- 
cellaneous shower on June 3 given by Lillian 
Sowers, Marcie Griffin and Marie Schafer. 

. . Elaine Hawkins. in trying to verify the 
spelling of a name, asked her customer, “Is 
that N as in Nebraska?’ He answered, “Oh 


no, he goes to Wesleyan.”’ Lillian Hubbard put 
six eggs:on the stove to boil the other night 
and then stepped across the hall to her 
mother’s for a “minute”? and forgot them 
completely. When she returned, the eggs had 
disappeared. Eventually she glanced up at 
the ceiling to see that she had a fresco of 
exploded eggs, probably the only one in Lin- 


“Retired Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 


Mr. and Mrs. T. S. Risser have returned 
from a six-weeks visit with relatives at 
Fayetteville and Pine Bluffs, Arkansas... . 
J. A. McKinzie, former general plant super- 
intendent, attended the telephone convention 
recently held at Kansas City. . Mr. and 
Mrs. Herbert W. Potter, former secretary- 
treasurer, have returned from their cruise in 
the South Pacific. The first part of the cruise 
took them to Tahiti, Samoa, Fiji, New Zealand 
and Australia and on to Port Moresby and 
New Guinea. The second part was to the 
Orient, including Bali, Singapore, Bangkok, 
Manila, Hong Kong, Japan and back to 
Honolulu. They were on board 73 days; ar- 
riving back at San Francisco March 19, and 
stayed there five weeks before returning to 
Lincoln May 1. Ethel Prescott spent 
Memorial Day at York and Fairmont....On 
May 26 Florence McKie had, as guests, Carl H. 
Daubendiek and wife from Jefferson, Iowa. 
Carl is an old schoolmate, the son of W. H. 
Daubendiek, pioneer telephone figure of Ne- 
braska and once manager of the telephone 
company at DeWitt. Carl Daubendiek has 
been manager of the company at Jefferson 
for a number of years. On his way to Spo- 
kane he stopped to see his cousin, Lula 
Kloepper, former personnel secretary, who 
lives near Sidney. . .. Florence McKie also 
is entertaining her sister Irene, who teaches 
in Scottsbluff. With their other sister, Sylvia, 
they are planning a trip to Washington, D. C. 
to visit a brother. 


Supply 
by Mary L. Wynn 


Vacations take the spotlight in this month’s 
news. Russell Rauch spent several days at- 
tending Masonic Grand Lodge at Omaha. Bill 
Hartz and Jake Isley went to sunny Cali- 
fornia to visit relatives. Al Linden is really 
convinced that Texas does everything in a 
big way—including the heat, and he was glad 
to get back to cool Nebraska. Bruce Seamark 
stayed home to get his spring yard work 
done. Dee Sullivan painted his house on the 
inside. He then relaxed a few days with 
relatives at Fairbury. ‘‘Red’’ Frazier fished 
and loafed. He also gave his daughter away at 
the altar. Dick Grant remodeled a basement 
room to take care of an increase in his family. 
June 4 he welcomed the arrival of a third son. 
Alyce Zwiener relaxed and slept each day 
until noon at her parents’ home in Bellwood. 
Duane Grove planned a vacation fishing trip 
but was involved with a case of the mumps 
instead and hopes to fish later. ... Have you 
noticed the proud expressions on the faces of 
Keith Bouwens and Clifford Smith? That’s 
because they presented their girl friends with 
diamonds. The Ivan Olsons celebrated 
their 25th wedding anniversary with open 
house at the school in Hickman. ... The 
supply department wives have taken over the 
sick list this month. Mrs. Milton Royce, Mrs. 
Phil Garvey, and Mrs. Lowell Johnson are 
all recovering satisfactorily from surgery... . 
We were sorry to learn that Jim Brendle has 
had a bout with pneumonia. He is now re- 
cuperating at his home base hospital at Camp 
Carson, Colorado, following examination and 


George Keith gave Lowell Johnson and Kent 
Eno an Atomic Age thrill when he called 
them from Wahoo over the first microwave 
hookup at the new exchange. ... The high- 
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way accident publicity apparently kept some 
of our folks at home over the holiday week- 
end. We have only heard of a few out-of- 
town trips. Ralph Culver fished at Fort 
Randall Dam and George Fleck, out of neces- 
sity, visited in Norton and Beloit, Kansas, to 
decorate graves. Glenn Melson had a cyclone 
scare at Ottawa, Kansas, while visiting his son 
there over the holiday. ... Being in a position 
to provide temporary Shop jobs for ten people 
is giving us all a thrill, but we wonder where 
we are going to crowd in another single work 
bench. We hope the congestion will be elimi- 
nated when the new garage is done and we 
can spread out in the Warehouse Building. 
Repairing our first lot of some 40,000 dials and 
installing metropolitan number plates has 
caused a rush of business in the Shop, the 
like of which we haven’t seen for a long, long 
time. In connection with replacing the dials 
in Lincoln, Bill Knee had the new experience 
of becoming a teacher when he spent several 
days coaching new employees of the Central 
District Plant teams before they started their 
house-to-house dial replacement program. 
Some of his pupils came back to him with 
some interesting stories. One story displays 
the super duper telephone service provided 
by LT&T. A Lincoln woman was having dif- 
ficulty with the dial on her instrument. She 
called the trouble operator to report the dif- 
ficulty. While talking, her door bell rang and 
she hastened to hang up her telephone. At 
the door was the telephone man who politely 
introduced himself and announced his mission 
of replacing her dial. She thinks service is 
surely our motto. Another of Bill’s students 
thought he must be a pretty rough looking 
individual to a subscriber’s dog which jumped 
through a plate glass window to get to him, 
and only the quick action of the dog’s owner 
kept it from getting to a surprised telephone 
employee. . . . Sylvia Hoaglin is more than 
busy getting her 12-year-old son, J ames, ready 
to spend six weeks at Camp St. Maur, Atchi- 
son, Kansas. . . Charlie Bouse and family 
take the lead in number of miles traveled. 
They visited Grand Canyon National Park, 
Hoover Dam, Los Angeles, Disneyland. and 
Estes Park. 
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lf Karen Denise Tejcka, one-year-old daughter 
of Dick Tejcka, Lincoln Plant, was interested in 
toy cars, she might be disturbed no end that her 
father wore down the battery of her new remote- 
controlled Jeep before he brought it home. But 
Karen’s present concern is limited to rattles and 
squeaky dolls. Fortunately, her dad hasn‘’t de- 
veloped a liking aiong those fines. Photographer 
Powell got this candid shot of Dick in the locker 
room at noontime as he was in the process of 
putting the first miles on Karen’s electric auto- 
mobile. 
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John Brockmeyer and Ronald Francis, Hebron Plant, were spraving trees in 
the country when they came upon a farm home with all its furniture spread 
over the front lawn. Thinking a sale was in the offing, they proceeded 
to investigate the merchandise before seeking out the owner to ask the 
date of the sale, To their surprise, the family assured them they were 
only in the midst of spring housecleaning. 


| THOUGHT # 
HorRsSE WAS 
FOLLOWING ME 


CHANGE YOUR 
DIAL, MAAM 


Max C. Walker and Ernest H. Royce set 
out to attend a Kiwanis Safe Drivers' 
Award dinner one evening. "I'll drive," 
said Mr. Walker, "because I know the 
way." A few minutes later they pulled 
into the Cotner Terrace to find the 

place full of women, A hasty reference 

to Max's notebook sent the car roaring 
back toward town where the pair found 
the dinner in progress at the Corn- 
husker Hotel. 
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A Lincoln subscriber's dial was broken 
and she called "trouble" to report it. 
She had just finished talking when the 
doorbell rang and the visitor announced 
he was a telephone man, come to change 
her dial. The housewife found it hard 
to believe, but he convinced her he was 
a member of the special crew currently 
changing all Lincoln dials to the 
"metropolitan" type. 


Newlywed Carol Grunmert, Fairbury 
Traffic, has been doing her house- 
work during her lunch hour. She 
came hurrying back to work the other 
day making a great deal of noise and 
discovered she was still wearing her 
"clompy" house slippers. 
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MATS VERY INTERESTING 


GO‘WAY~ IT CANT BE MY 
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LEAVE MY MOTOR 
RUNNING ? 


Elaine Hawkins, Lin- 
coln Traffic, check- 
ing the spelling of 
a name, asked the 
customer: "Is_ that 
'N' as in Nebraska?" 
And the honest man 
answered, "Oh no, he 
goes to Wesleyan!" 


W. J. McDowell, Lincoln, [LL NEVER, 
usually a model of sar- Get UP THAT 
torial splendor, got up EARLY AGAIN 
early one morning and 

dressed in the gloom, 

When he got to work he 

found he'd selected an 


While bowling the 
last game of the 
season, May Turney, 

Lincoln Traffic, 
learned that her 
car had heen sit- 
ting at the curb 
for two hours with 
motor running and 
windshield wipers 

swinging like mad, 


Lillian Hubbard, L 
half a dozen eggs o 
then slipped across the hall to see her 
mother for a "minute" and forgot them. 
When she returned she found the kitchen 
in amess and the ceiling spattered 
with remnants of the exploded eggs, 
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ensemble of incompatible 
colors ~ navy blue coat 
and charcoal trousers. 
Mac sat at his desk the 
whole day, hiding his 
pants from view. 


Pe Pert 
« #ECES CESSES Ee 


CERCCRE CezEEeD 
*9¢ v6 SS orcesencenn 
‘Netddbbddatittt it 

COPOorOCoroceny 

. MAREE 


eT 


4 
° 


ove", “¢ 


After the cutover. Ethel Daharsh, chief oper- 
ator, contemplates the board as she had never 
before seen it—with every cord at rest. 
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cutover duties were done. The hostesses, from left: 


Meduna, Wahoo Commercial. 
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The all-clear signal is sounded as Irene Combs, traveling instructor, and Priscilla McKlem, opera- 


Mayor Lloyd Torrens placed the first long dis- 
tance call through the new equipment to K. L. 
Lawson at Lincoln. Area Manager Ed Dorland 
and District Manager Howard Spahnle beam 
as a successful connection is made. 
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e refreshment table—did a landoffice business after ‘the 


Elsie Andrews, Lincoin; Leona Benal and Mae 
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tor, remove the last connections from the manual board. 
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Telephone History 
Written at Wahoo 


Exchange converfed 


It seemed that many Wahoo resi- 
dents stayed up until the wee hours of 
Sunday, July 6, to give their new tele- 
phone system a personal test and trial. 
That would account for the great rac- 
ket that arose from the clattering of 
switches as calls began to course 
through the dial equipment. 

The new system came into use, as 
scheduled, at one o’clock in the morn- 
ing to provide local dial service for 
1709 telephones at Wahoo and 325 at 
Cedar Bluffs. The installation brought 
direct distance dialing to subscribers at 
the Wahoo, Cedar Bluffs, Mead, Yutan, 
Colon and Ithaca exchanges. Station- 
to-station calls can be dialed direct 
from the 2772 telephones at these ex- 
changes to 250,000 telephones in 58 dial 
exchanges in southeast Nebraska. The 
DDD area extends to Hastings and 
Grand Island; north to Fremont and 
Omaha; south to Beatrice and Hum- 
boldt and east to Plattsmouth. It in- 
cludes Lincoln and most of the dial 
telephones in this section of the state. 

The system marks the beginning of 
the use of microwave radio relay trans- 
mission of long distance messages for 
LT&T. (See June News, Page 2). The 
system was first used on May 23 and 
provides for 120 circuits. Long distance 
calls from Wahoo and_ surrounding 
towns to Lincoln are carried by micro- 
wave, which also is used for the cir- 
cuits from Wahoo to Omaha for part of 
the way. 


Twenty-one men and women partic- 
ipated in the cutover, according to the 
count by Ed Dorland, area manager. 
Actually the conversion from the man- 
ual to dial system took but a few sec- 
onds, though it culminated months of 
planning, installation and testing. Each 
person had a specific phase of the oper- 


| fo Dial on July 6. 
DDD and Microwave for Long Distance Calls 
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Paul H. Henson, right, chief engineer, watches 
the cutover with Fred Kahn, design engineer for 
General Telephone Laboratories, Chicago. 


ation to perform and each action was 
timed to the second. George Keith, 
district wire chief, directed the cut- 
over, which is another way of saying 
that it was properly planned and prop- 
erly executed. 

Most telephone folk know something 
of the mechanics of a cutover: wooden 
or fiber spacers are inserted Sania Saree. ie eleiNee ties eae: 
contact points in the new equipmen SNA Aesaiie a Hee bic Niche 
to render it inoperative until the time ~— = 
of the switchover. Strings are attached a § ‘ oe 
to the spacers so that several hundred 
of them can be pulled out at one sweep 
of the arm. At a given signal the spac- 
ers are removed and the spring con- 
tacts come together to begin the flow 
of life into the new equipment. A few 
seconds before, the manual switchboard 
at the older building is removed from 
service in a similar manner, by pulling 
‘heat coils’ from the old main dis- 
tributing frame. 

There are a hundred other attending 
details, each related to another and 
dove-tailing into the cutover procedure 
in its proper sequence—and each of its 
own importance in opening the voice 
channels through the new equipment. 

The new dial system cost over $400,- 
000. In the months preceding the cut- 
over all telephones in Wahoo and Cedar 
Bluffs were changed to dial and both 
town and rural distributing plants— 
poles, wire and cable—were rebuilt and 
extended. The new exchange building 
was constructed to accommodate the 
dial central office equipment and the 
company’s business operations in this 
area. 

With this conversion 98 of LT&T’s 
125 exchanges and 83% of its 135,000 
telephones are dial operated. 

A public open house is planned for 
Wahoo on July 23 to enable the people 
to see the new equipment in operation. 
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Rita Vhylidal, Inez Olsen and Ethel Daharsh. 


At the moment of the cutover. Pulling spacers 
are Elmer Bean and Bob Bergaren, left to right 
en ladders; and Ethel Daharsh and _ Francis 
Nichelson, standing. 
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Some of the Wahoo operators look over the new order of things. From left: Mary Beaty, Rose 
Marie Meduna, Sandra Lehn, Karen Robbins, Betty Ann Meduna, Anita Sherrets, Priscilla McKlem, 
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Ready to pull the heat coils at the old office are Ernest Barney and Geoarge Keith. 
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Waldo J. McDowell, business office manager, and W. D. Quinn, sales supervisor, play their cus- 
tomary role of scattering sunshine as they make the presentation of the June Merchandising prize 
to George Hancock, center. 


No “Recession” in Merchandising 


Hancock wins prize in month of fine 
sales activily by LT&T employees 


George Hancock, of Lincoln Com- 
mercial, was the prize winner for June. 
He is now the happy owner of a new 
golf bag—one that caught his eye and 
fancy. The capsule containing George’s 
name was drawn with appropriate 
pomp and ceremony from the big bowl- 
ful of Merchandisers at a special meet- 


bowl, closed his palm on the lucky cap- 
sule and found he couldn’t get the fist 
out of the opening. The dilemma cre- 
ated some lively conversation as to 
whether the bowl should be smashed 
or the arm amputated. B. J. Sievers, 
assistant controller, assisted in the in- 
teresting event. 


paign in June. Sales credited to the 
Merchandising effort during the month 
are as follows: 
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All of which proves that the Mer- 
chandising program is receiving its 
full share of emphasis throughout the 
organization—and that’s good to see 
and to know. Most employees realize 
that this is one thing THEY can do to 
help maintain company earnings during 
a slump in business. 

And there is no use kidding ourselves. 
The “recession” is a grim reality and 
it is all about us. 

When there is a recession—a down- 
turn in the economy of our nation or 
state or neighborhood—our company, 
like most other businesses, feels the 
cut-back in orders from our customers. 
This results in a slower rate of growth 
and the possibilities of sagging re- 
venues. 

The Merchandising program can do 
much to offset this condition. We know 
that there are people who want and 
will buy additional services. It’s our 
job to find out who these people are 
and what they need AND SELL THEM! 
When we do this we are helping to 
maintain LT&T’s financial health. And 
that’s another way of saying we are 
helping ourselves. 


The multitude hungrily makes its way to the dinner tables where the menu featured the famous 
Cornhusker braised beef. Those at the speakers’ table are identified from left as: Mrs. Ahl and Carl Ahl, 
treasurer; Mrs. Saunders and L. G. Saunders, who qave the invocation: Mrs. Ghormley and Roger 


Ghormley, master of ceremonies; Ernst H. Royce, 


president, and Mrs. Royce; Ken Boshart, vice 


president and Mrs. Boshart; Mr. Portsche and Kathryn Portsche, secretary. 


The Pioneer Jamboree 


The annual Pioneer banquet and reunion was held as 
scheduled and advertised at the Cornhusker Hotel on Satur- 
day, June 7. The crowd,- which numbered 289, was “just 
right”; providing fine representation of the membership 
while being small enough to leave elbow room—an essen- 
tial and comfortable item at the banquet table. 

Gay Henderson, general banquet chairman, and his sev- 
eral committees, left nary a stone unturned in planning the 
huge affair, and it would have been hard to single out any 
person or group that outshown others in providing the key 
to the reunion’s success. Certainly, Roger Ghormley per- 
formed with exceeding wit and aplomb in his role of toast- 
master. The reception committee enthusiastically and re- 
peatedly wrung the hands of all who mounted the mezzanine 
stairs. The ticket committees first sold the ducats and then 
saw that nobody got in or out without the proper creden- 
tials. The hobby committee did their usual fine job in ob- 
taining and displaying handiwork and collections of chapter 
members. 

In addition to their work in advertising the event, the 
publicity committee also sought out and procured the fine 
decorations that bordered the room. Meanwhile Lyman 


Neff and his properties committee performed their assigned 
duties in flawless style. 

The entertainment section of the program featured pro- 
fessional acts imported for the occasion. It was hailed as one 
of the best shows to hit these parts. Charles Connors and 
Rolly Winders were responsible for the arrangements in this 
field. 

Thomas C. Woods, Jr., the new president of LT&T, was 
introduced at the banquet and the Pioneers afterward had 
the opportunity to meet him personally. He is the grandson 
of Frank H. Woods, Sr., for whom the chapter is named. 

Chapter president Ernest H. Royce gave a brief but in- 
formative resume of the business of the past year, and in- 
troduced the new Chapter officers. Mr. Royce leaves his of- 
fice with both the membership rolls and treasury balance 
standing at all-time peaks. Membership loss through the 
death of seven members and seven others who withdrew or 
were suspended from the roll was absorbed numerically by 
the fine gain of 33 new members, leaving a total at the term’s 
end of 573 active members. Mr. Royce also announced the 
addition of 26 auxiliary members to the Chapter during the 
year. 


Vic Musselman, as chairman of the door-prize committee, made a fine 


Roger Ghormley, M. C., emphasizes a particularly elusive point in his 
dissertation on the 1860 Census. Mrs. Ghormley and Ernie Royce, his neigh- speech giving credit to members of his shopping group—and almost forgot 
bors at the table, have not dropped off to sleep. As Mr. Royce explained, to dish out the prizes. They were finally awarded to those shown above— 


ing called for that purpose in the office There has been no relaxing in the © TR 
of Controller I. J. Devoe. drive for sales and revenue. The count a 4 rat 

It was Mr. Devoe himself who thrust released at month’s end found 25 more “We were just looking at the inside of our eyelids.” from left: John Hobson, Art Albers, Catherine Cassell, Jarvis Dennis and 
a large and steady hand into the glass employees had entered the selling cam- — does the honors as B. J. Sievers lends assistance. Kent Eno. 
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Dewey (Czar) Nelsen has organized, arranged 
and nurtured company golf activities for so many 
years that folks take it as a matter of course 
that he is the only one that needs to worry 
about places, finances, prizes, or even the weather. 
The smile indicates that everything was going 
smoothly at Wahoo. 


One of the most vociferous foursomes, playing for a change in the same general part 
of the course. The picture may have been posed by the photographer. otherwise the contest- 
ants seem to be trying to sink their putts simultaneously. The golfers, from left: Charley Con- 
nors, Curtis Sieck, Dean Hobson and Dick Hobson. 


Golfers “Sunday” at Wahoo 


Roy Mills Serves Notice That He is Man To Beat for Championship 


Golf—a long waik punctuated with disappointments— 
returned to the spotlight on June 8 as the annual warm-up 
tournament for LT&T employees took place on that boun- 
tiful Sunday morning. 

For most of the 35 golfers who competed it required 
a great effort to tear themselves from bed at such an un- 
reasonable hour, but the highways were uncrowded and 
nearly all contestants pulled into the Wahoo Golf Club 
grounds in ample time for breakfast at eight. 

Afterward the foursomes got down to serious business, 
although the hope of dethroning Roy Mills as the reigning 
champion took a bearish turn as he made the double round 
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This quartette produces two prize winners. From left: 
Les Livingston, Chaunce Eggerss, Roy Mills and George Walroth. 


FE ve 


in 78, without a handicap. Les Livingston, in the same four- 
some, turned in a 106 which, with his 28 handicap, earned 
him a tie with Mr. Mills for low score in the tournament. 

Long drive on Number 1 also was captured by Mills. 
In fact, it isn’t often that he misses in collecting the prize 
for this event. Others who won “closest to the pin” prizes 
on their second shots were: A. B. Gorman on No. 4, Curtis 
Sieck on No. 5, Chauncey Eggerss on No. 6, Dean Hobson 
on No. 7, Jack Caldwell on No. 8 and Howard Spahnle 
on No. 9. 

Co-chairmen of the affair were Dick Hobson and Dewey 
Nelsen. 
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Another foursome, lined up at the first tee. From left: Don Norton, 


Bobbie Livingston, Jimmie Ehlers and Bob Flowers, all from Lincoln. 
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The dial changing crew, from left: Paul Feldstein, Leigh Metcalf, Gail 
Baum, Ron Hibbert, George Isaman, Ken Folsom and Jack Hale. 
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Part of the General Shon force assigned to the dial changing project. 


Standing: W. L. Borin, B. R. White, H. A. Ehrlich. Seated: W. T. Haas, 
J. W. Morris, Raloh Culver, Joe Bruce. 


Changing the Dials of Lincoln 


Tangible evidence of Lincoln’s eventual swing to the 
2-5 numbering scheme is reflected in the buzzing activity at 
the general repair shop and along certain avenues of the city. 
Before the new numbering scheme can be put into effect 
all Lincoln dials must be changed to those of the “metro- 
politan” type on which the face plate carries both numbers 
and letters. They are similar to the dials that were in use 
in Lincoln some years ago when subscriber numbers carried 
a Single letter prefix. 


In a joint effort of Central District Plant and General 
Shop, special crews have been assembled to carry out the 
several steps in the change. One is a special dial-changing 
crew made up of new employees under the tutelage and 
guidance of veteran Ron Hibbert. This crew is covering the 
city, a street at a time, changing dials as they progress on- 
ward. They use a subscribers’ street address directory for 
a guide and the crew members may be scattered over the 


R. L. Hibbert, left, gives Jack Hale some pointers on making 
the dial change in the subscriber’s home. 


Cleaning, oiling and assembling the dials. Clockwise ab 
Earl Lytle, Chick Story, Dale Heiliger, Hal Feather and Floyd Barnett. 


length of several blocks. They are easy to find, however, 
thanks to a novel signaling system. A small red flag at 
the curb lines indicates the house in which each member 
is working at the moment. 


The dials are then sent to the General Shop where the 
project also leaves a heavy mark. Right now the largest 
shop crew in history is crowded into the narrowing confines 
of the once roomy second flood at 2lst and L. It was nec- 
essary to do a goodly amount of hiring because of the added 
work imposed by the dial changing project. 


First the dials are dismantled and those parts that need 
re-enameling or replacing are sorted out. All dials are 
drilled and tapped so that they may fit any of the sets now 
in use at Lincoln. The dials then pass to other hands for 
cleaning, oiling and assembling. Finally Wes Haas, Ralph 
Culver and Harold Ehrlich give them the final adjustment 
and test. 
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Roy Carlson Breaks Tape at 35 Year Marker 

“Harking back” to June 8, 1923 as an LT&T employee rated a call to the 
corner office and a gathering of witnesses as Roy Carlson received the pin that 
signifies the accumulation of 35 pleasant years on the job. We’re sure the years 
were pleasant because Roy is the type of individual who works in that kind of 
atmosphere and infects others with the same habit. Paul H. Henson, chief engi- 
neer, presented the emblem as the camera clicked. In the scene above are, from 
left: W. W. Eden, Marie Jackson, Charles Connors, Mr. Carlson, B. A. (Buck) 
Isaman, Mr. Henson, A. O. Andrews, Ken Versaw, Harlan Cane. 
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Peering Into the Future 


As a prologue to a major event that looms over the near horizon and which 
will be covered in detail in later issues of the News, these Accounting folk are 
digging deeply into the mysteries of computers and automated data processing 
procedures. Selected by aptitude tests for their “affinity” to the machines, the 
class members, clockwise are: Larry Connealy, Pat Tindall, Don Nelson, Charles 
Lindgren, Wayne Stahly, John Henry, instructor, Diane Feldstein, Ralph Retzlaff, 
Don Ueberrhein. 
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Annual Report Wins 6th Award 


FINANCIAL WORLD 


TAeritt Award. 


FOR DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVEMENT IN ANNUAL REPORTING 
AND IN RECOGNITION OF THE EXCELLENCE OF ITS 1957 
ANNUAL REPORT TO SHAREHOLDERS, THIS CERTIFICATE 1S 
PRESENTED TO -42>-et ~£2>-e> 


The Lincoln Gelephone and 
Gelegraph Company 


THIS CITATION CERTIFIES THAT THE 1957 FINANCIAL STATE. 
MENT OF THE ABOVE COMPANY WAS JUDGED AS AMONG 
THE MOST MODERN FROM THE STANDPOINT OF CONTENT, 
TYPOGRAPHY AND FORMAT OF 5000 ANNUAL REPORTS 
EXAMINED DURING 1958. 


JUNE 25 1958 


For the sixth consecutive year the 
LT&T annual report to shareholders 
received a Merit Award from the Fi- 
nancial World magazine judging com- 
petition. This year 1,907 reports were 
selected for this honor from an initial 
entry of nearly 5,000. 

The award attests the fact that the 
report measures up to pre-determined 
standards generally recognized as es- 
sential for such a financial accounting. 
Also the selection automatically sub- 
jects the report to a far more critical 
examination in a specific industrial 
category in direct competition with 
other Merit Award winners. Should 
the report survive in this judging, it 
would become eligible for considera- 
tion in the award of a bronze Oscar 
for the best report in its industrial 
classification; a silver Oscar for the 
best report in six broad categories and 
for the gold Oscar for the “best in 
all industry.” 

A. B. Gorman, advertising manager, 
is responsible for the text and format 
of the report. It was produced by 
Woodruff Printing Company of Lincoln. 


Blessed Events 


Carol and Keith Barrett are the proud 
parents of a daughter born June 15. The lit- 
tle miss has been named Debbie Kay. Carol 
is on leave of absence from Wahoo Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Otis Clark are the proud 
parents of a girl, Alice Betty, born June 10. 
Otis is employed in Lincoln Toll Equipment. 

A son, James Morey, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Chris Lyberis on June 22. Chris is 
employed in the Lincoln Switchroom. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Moore announce the 
birth of a son on May 23. June is on leave 
of absence from York Commercial. 

Basil and Kay Monkelien welcomed little 
Sheryl Lynn on June 28. Kay is on leave 
from Lincoln Traffic. 

A daughter, Kimberly Kay, was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Turner on June 6. Bob 


is employed in the Lincoln Switchroom. 


Carl Ahl 
Lincoln 
35 Years 


y Gladys Walker 
Seward 
35 Years 


Esther Borchers 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


Leona Benal 
Wahoo 
10 Years 


Velma Bock 
Geneva 
10 Years 


Donna Larsen 
Hastings 
10 Years 
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A6& YEARS R. M. Green, Lincoln. 

A3 YEARS Mae Meduna, Wahoo; H. G. 

Taedter, Hebron. 

38 YEARS E. L. Dorland, Wahoo. 

36 YEARS G. A. Foster, Lincoln, Mary Meis- 

ter, Tecumseh. 

35 YEARS Carl Ahl, Lincoln; M. L. Hodge, 

Beatrice; Gladys Walker, Seward. 

32 YEARS C. A. Eggerss, W. T. Haas, Lin- 

coln; H. E. Elmshaeuser, Beatrice. 

31 YEARS Margaret Francis, Ella Hansen, 
Lincoln. 

30 YEARS P. J. Caldwell, Lincoln. 

29 YEARS G. E. Miller, Lincoln. 

28 YEARS H. W. Armagost, David City. 

27 YEARS A. M. Newens, R. O. Sherman, 

Lincoln. 

24 YEARS V.H. Baum, Lincoln; G. L. Caley, 

Fairbury. 

23 YEARS Mary Beaty, Wahoo; T. B. Hedges, 

Hastings; F. W. Norton, Lincoln. 

19 YEARS Lura Blackman, Lucile Schmersal, 

Lincoln. 

18 YEARS Virginia Coon, Beatrice. 

17 YEARS L. G. Hansen, Lincoln; Eleanor 

Lane, Weeping Water. 

16 YEARS E. M. Barney, P. G. Radebaugh, 

Lincoln: Vilma Dolista, Bruno; W. B. Imler, 

Y ork. 


15 YEARS Esther Borchers, Lincoln; Violet 
Peterson, Nebraska City. 
14 YEARS J. J. Miller, Lincoln; Dorothy 


Trauernicht, Beatrice. 


13 YEARS Anna Bott, Hastings: Elaine Hawk- 


ins, Lincoln; R. L. Johnson, Friend. 
12 YEARS Ferne Bade, Nemaha. 


11 YEARS Elizabeth Benda, Wymore; Aletha 
Bennett, E. J. Jungck, Hastings; F. J. Fisher, 
D. C. Gilmore, Beatrice; E. J. Hoaglin, O. G. 
Hoffman, D. E. Nelson, Theresa Peters, Lin- 


coln. 


10 YEARS Mary Arthur, Esther Baker, Irene 
Stolz, Lincoln; Leona Benal, Wahoo: Velma 
Bock, Geneva; Donna Larsen, Hastings. 

9 YEARS Betty Hermann, Weeping Water: 
I. D. Schneider, W. S. Wolfe, Lincoln: 
Juanita Waring, Tecumseh. 

8 YEARS Verletta Alexander, C. W. Higgins, 
Lincoln. 

7 YEARS Ruth Goepfert, Lincoln; June 
Moore, York. 

6 YEARS D. I. Haith, Tecumseh, D. J. Sul- 
livan, Lincoln. 

5 YEARS Lila Egger, E. T. Mohlman, Lillian 
Sowers, Barbara Streich, Lincoln: Irene Re- 


buck, Auburn: H. A. Robinson, Wilber. 


M. L. Hodge 
Beatrice 
35 Years 


P. J. Caldwell 
Lincoln 
30 Years 


Violet Peterson 
Nebraska City 
15 Years 


Esther Baker 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Irene Stolz 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Mary Arthur 
Lincoln 
10 Years 
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Nebraska City Area Album 


1—Don Jacobson, Syracuse Plant. 2— Lil- 
lian Bader, chief operator, N.C. 3—Two 
N.C. operators: Lois Seybert, left; Kathryn 
Owens, right. 4—Robert H. Gray, area man- 
ager, N.C. 5—Gloria Wellman, Syr. Traffic. 
6—Kay Bassett, Syr. Traffic. 7—S5etty Chris- 
tensen, N.C. Coml. 8—Adele Ganzel, N.C. 
Coml. 9—Linda Fallers, Syr. Traffic. 10— 
Mary Ross, N.C. Traffic. 11—Norma Jean 
Dettmer, Syracuse Commercial. 12 — Earl 
Komma, left, and John Richards, of Con- 
struction, stationed at N.C. 13—Sherry Nan- 
nan, Syr. Traffic. 14—-N.C. Plant personnel, 
from left: E. F. Volkmer, Elmer G. Kane, 
C. R. Stock, W. A. Letellier, J. G. Durr, 
Ivan Livingston, George Placek, W. K. Eltiste, 
Deroy Helfer. 15—Ruth Boyd, N.C. Traffic. 
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16—Elmer Neujahr, Syracuse manager. 17— 
From N.C. Traffic: Hattie Martin, left, and 
Betty Phillips. 18—-Lois Holback, left, and 
Eunice Jun, also of N.C. Traffic. 19—Chester 
Byard, Syr. Plant. 20—Joyce Hofker, Syr. 
Traffic. 21—Rav H. Kinnison, N.C. Plant. 
22—Gladys Parker, N.C. Traffic. 23—From 
left: Don Lutz and Cloyd Bucknell, foreman, 
of the Construction crew stationed at N.C. 
24—Helen Wurtele, N.C. Traffic. 25—Mary 
Bartyzelle, left, and Mary M. Watkins, N.C. 
Traffic. 26—Betty Eaton, N.C. Traffic. 27— 
Veltha Poggemeyer, N.C. Traffic. 28—Cleora 
Lawrence, N.C. Traffic. 29—Dorothy Everett, 
N.C. Traffic. 30—Patricia Lane, N.C. Traffic. 
31—Ruby Clites, N.C. Traffic 
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Lincoln Telephone News 


Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


Our Cover 


Summer time is synonymous with 
outdoor activities and vacations. Life 
becomes unfettered and free. We travel 
far, play hard, and absorb the wind 
and sun. But underlying the seasonal 
fun and thrills lurk the dangers of 
highway travel, water sports, camping 
and climbing; poisonous weeds, insects 
and reptiles; and danger of the sun 
itself. 


In your playtime travels, please be 
watchful and come back refreshed and 
sound. That’s the message of the July 
cover. 


The people on the cover? They are— 
upper left: Jess T. May, of Lincoln 
Plant, preparing for his vacation leave- 
taking. Upper right: George C. Mann, 
Accounting, takes the sun in his flower 
garden. Lower left: A boatload of 
Duers; Weldon of Lincoln Plant and 
his wife, Jeanie, occupy the front seat. 
In the back seat are Norman (Buck) 
of Construction, and his son, Donald. 


| | | y |  f 
Picnic’s a-Comin 

The 1958 employees’ picnic is draw- 
ing nigh. This great event is scheduled 
for Saturday, August 9, at Capitol 
Beach, Lincoln. Charles P. Arnold, of 
Lincoln Commercial, has been appoint- 
ed general chairman, while various 
committees are presently engrossed in 
the details that must be thought of and 
worked upon to assure the success of 
the annual outdoor gathering. 

This will be the 25th LT&T family 
picnic. The first was held in 1912, but 
many years were skipped and the out- 
ing did not become an annual affair 
until after World War II. All pienics 
have been at Capitol Beach except 
those of 1923, 1924 and 1926, which 
were held at the Auto Club Park near 
Saltillo. 

The largest attendance on record was 
that of last year when the books closed 
with 1498 signatures. An additional 14 
arrived too late to get their names on 
the register. 


No Mag In August 


The custom of suspending the August 
publication of the News began back in 
1946. We like to remind our readers 
about it every year, for we wouldn’t 
want anyone to pine away, waiting for 
a magazine that wasn’t gonna arrive. 
The break comes during the “dog days” 
of activities, so it is quite possible to 
catch up with important LT&T events 
and developments in September. Best 
of all, from the viewpoint of the News 
staff, it gives its members a chance to 
spend some time in far-off places where 
no one ever heard of deadlines. 


Dial For Waco 


A modern dial telephone system will 
be in operation at Waco within the 
next two or three months, according 
to an announcement of plans released 
by the company in late June. Most of 
the COE is already on location, to be 
installed in a new exchange building 
on the rear of the lot on which the pre- 
sent central office is located. The ca- 
pacity of the dial exchange will be 200 
lines, compared with the present capa- 
city of 110 lines. Cost of the improve- 
ment project will be about $40,000. 


30 Years for Harold Caster 


Harold W. Caster, 
who began his tele- 
phone career with 
LT&T during his 
school days, observed 
his 30th anniversary 
in the telephone in- 
dustry on June 17. 
He is now employ- 
ed as directory sales- 
man for the Moun- 
. mB. 2 tain States (Bell) 
company at Phoenix, Arizona. Caster 
worked for LT&T for about six years 
before going to Washington, D.C. where 
he was with Chesapeake and Potomac 
company for 15 years. He went to Phoe- 
nix in 1949. Harold is the son of Mark 
T. Caster, who was plant superinten- 
dent for LT&T from 1906 to 1938. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


Following is the total amount of claims 
paid by the Telephone Employees’ Mutual 


Benefit Association during June 1958: 
Primary Members ..26 Claims..$2,489.45 
Dependents ........ 33 Claims... 2,687.55 


$5,177.00 
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Progress Af 15th & M 


Most of our crew of ‘“‘sidewalk super- 
intendents” were worried as to the 
eventual fate of the big caterpillar 
used for dozing out the basement for 
the east wing of the new general office 
building at 15th and M. Though the 
operator of the machine apparently 
hadn’t noticed it, HE HAD DUG HIM- 
SELF IN! 


The spectators were all in a dither 
and there seemed to be nothing left to 
do but to dig a deeper hole at one end 
of the excavation and bury the heavy 
critter. 


But the contractor had no intention 
of abandoning the machine. One of the 
city’s big wrecker trucks backed up to 
the edge of the chasm and threw over 
a line. After an hour of huffing and 
puffing, the Caterpillar was hoisted 
over the brink and the gallery heaved 
a heavy sigh. 

The fast pace of construction con- 
tinues. At the beginning of July pour- 
ing was in progress on the fifth floor 
of the present structure and on the 
first floor of the east addition. 


Diplomatic Touch 


Two sisters, both on party lines, were 
talking with each other over long dis- 
tance. Someone kept jiggling the re- 
ceiver. 

Finally one sister asked, “Do you 
Suppose someone on your line is rude 
enough to do that?” 

“Heavens, no,’ the other sister re- 
plied, “that must be on your line. All 
my neighbors are very considerate and 
polite.” 

That was three months ago and there 
hasn’t been a sign of party-line trouble 
on either telephone since then. 


Happiness Ahead 


Shirley Boeck and John Clobes were united 
in marriage June 15 in St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church. Shirley is employed in Auburn 
Traffic. 

Wedding rings were exchanged by Maxine 
Jansen, Accounting, and John Pope on June 
28 in Trinity Lutheran Chapel, Lincoln. 

Donna Larsen, Hastings Traffic, became 
the bride of Theodore Brunswig on June 
15 in the Redeemer Lutheran Church at 
Hastings. 

K. G. Rising, Engineering, was married 
June 27 to Karlene Dill. The wedding was 
solemnized in the Second Presbyterian 


Church, Lincoln. 


Donald Miller and Barbara Shannon were 
married May 8 in a ceremony performed at 
the York Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. Donald is employed in York Con- 
struction. 

Bettye Thomas of Lincoln Traffic became 
the bride of Richard Stich at St. Teresa's 
Church on June 28. They spent their honey- 
moon in the Black Hills. 

Sally Grabowski, Accounting, became the 
bride of Paul Greenwalt June 21 at St. James 


Methodist Church, Lincoln. 


New Employees 


Accounting 
Phyllis Jelinek........ Mach. Opr. .......--- 6- 2 
M. JoAnn Jones...... RAachiy Opie xcceccsce: 6- 9 
Bernadine Krone.....- Mach. Opr, . csc... 5-19 
Commercial 
Patricia Calvin........ Clerk, Lincoln .....- 6- 9 
Carolyn Wren%........ Clerk, Lincoln ...... 6-16 
Plant 
Paul Mitchell*........ Grdmn., Lincoln....6-16 
Richard Norton........ Custodian, Lincoln 6- 9 
Harold Saathoff...... Swchm., Beatrice..6- 9 
Henry Schultz..........Janitor, Supply ....6- 5 
James Shown (P.T.)..Jan., Plattsmouth..5-20 
Traffic 
Diane Bokowski.....- Opr., Lincoln ........ 5-26 


Sonia Copenhaver....Opr., Syracuse ...... 5-26 
Hilda Fitzgerald*....Opr., Plattsmouth..5-19 


Karen Hoffman........ ODT PORK aecces ces 6- 2 
Betty Keedy”.......... Opr., Tecumseh ....5-18 
Lucile Mather.........- Opr., W. Water....6- 9 
Celesta Maynard.....- Opr., Geneva ...... 5-19 
Deralea Miller.........- Opt... Lincoln: xcssc. 5-26 
Norma Placek.......-.- Opr., Lineal zc. 5-26 
Nancy Prue@..i.e---202. Opr., Neb. City....6- 2 
Margaret Rappl......-. Opr., Syracuse ...... 6-10 
Cecelia Siegel........ Opr., Fairbury ...... 6- 3 
Kathryn Stephenson..Opr., York .........-.- b= 2 
Catherine Thorne....Opr., Nebr. City....6- 2 
Adeline Urwiller...... Opr:, Lincoln: <2... 5-26 


*Re-employed 


J. A. Dobbs has asked the News to help him 
reach the many LT&T folk who extended their 
aid and kindness to his family following the 
death of Mrs. Dobbs on June 9. Joy asks us to 
express his sincere thanks for the many cards 
and flowers and helping hands. 


Promotions, Transfers, Title Changes 


Harold Shotsman 


Plant 
Philip Bailey, splicer, Construction, to 
combinationman, wire chief's office, Lincoln. 
Ivan Doran, switchman, Central Plant, to 
advanced clerk, wire chief’s office, Lincoln. 
John Hale, combinationman, central plant 
wire chief's office, to equipment repairman, 


Supply. 

James Menard, garage serviceman (P.T.), 
Supply, to groundman, Construction, Lin- 
coln, 

Bobby Miller, lineman, Construction, Hast- 
ings, to combinationman, Wilber. 


A Pyrotechnic Display 


Weeping Water had its fireworks 
early, as a power wire broke about 
1 arm. June 11 and fell into an open 
wire lead below. The current followed 
the wire to the cable terminal and pro- 
ceeded to disintegrate portions of that 
object amid a great shower of sparks. 
The terminal was about 1% blocks 
east of the office building. Ten local 
and a dozen long distance circuits were 
knocked out and the exchange was all 
but isolated for a while. By ten o’clock 
the following morning, however, all 
damage was repaired and the circuits 
were back in service—a nice record for 
the local and field plant forces. 


Headlines 


New president of Lincoln’s Sertoma Club is 
Paul H. Henson, chief engineer. Mr. Henson was 
installed at an inaugural ball at Hotel Corn- 
husker, May 2. 

Fred McCormick, Hastings Plant, added to his 
trapshooting laurels in the state tourney at 
Doniphan on June 13. Fred won the Nebraska 
Class C championship with 98 hits out of 100 
targets. 

Thomas C. Woods, Jr., president, and Philip M. 
Aitken, director, were elected in June to the 
board of directors for the First National Bank 
at Lincoln. 
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Kay E. Johnson 


a 


W. H. Thompson 


Jack Pamplin, groundman (exchange) to 
groundman (construciton), Hastings. 

Constantine Panagiotis, groundman to line- 
man, Construction, Lincoln. 


Harold Shotsman, — splicer’s 
splicer, Construction, Lincoln. 


helper to 


Engineering 


Kay E. Johnson, draftsman to engineering 
assistant. 

W. H. Thompson, draftsman to engineer- 
ing assistant. 


Well, Shet Mah Mawth! 


To those LT&T-folk who plan a trip 
to the Southland, the editor offers this 
“Dixie Dictionary,’ complied on a 
Georgia trip a few years back. It may 
help in translating the language of the 
natives of the Deep South. 


ABODE: Wooden plank. 

A BOOT: Approximately. 

BALKS: A container, such as a match balks. 

BALL: To heat a liquid until it bubbles. 

BARE. A beverage made from hops and 
mait. 

BARTER: Something to spread on bread. 

CALLER: That part of a shirt that goes 
around the neck. 

CAUGHT: A little bed. 

DES MOINES: They belong to me. 

FAINTS: A barricade of wire, wood or stone. 

FAMINE: Tilling the soil, i. e., ‘I’ve been 
famine all my life.”’ 

GARNER: A man who tends flower beds. 

GAY-YET: Opening in a fence. 

HAIL: The abode of damyankees and other 
evil spirits. 

HAIR: At this place. 

HARMONY: Cooked Grits. 

HAWSERS: Hay eating quadrupeds. 

ICE COOL: Institute of larnin. 

JELL: Place of confinement for criminals. 

LACK: Enjoy, i. e., ‘I lack fried chicken.”’ 

MARE: The city’s chief executive. 

NOISE: Pleasant, i. e., “Noise weather we're 

having.”’ 

PAIN: A writing instrument. 

SEX: Two mo’ than fo’. Two less than eh-et. 

TARRED: Weary. 


How To Tan Your Hide 


“Mad dogs and Englishmen go out in the midday sun.” 
When Englishman Noel Coward wrote that line he may well 
have been staring at a nasty sunburn in his own mirror. 
But plenty of Americans are as foolish as Fido and John 
Bull. On the hottest summer days, they bake at the beach 
with nothing but faith, hope and the briefest possible swim- 
suit between them and the sun. No lotion. No sunglasses. 
(No sense.) 

Probably you are wiser. Still, if you know more about 
the sun and how it affects you, you can probably get a more 
satisfying tan than ever before — and run less risk of burn. 

Did you know, for example, that you’re tanned (or 
burned) not by visible sunlight but by the sun’s invisible 
ultraviolet rays? These rays penetrate mist and clouds, 
beat down on you even on breezy days. Fact is, overcast 
skies can actually increase sunburn hazard, for humidity 
softens the external, protective layers of your skin. 

The burn you get at the beach is usually more severe 
than one acquired inland under the same sun at the same 
time. The reason for this — and the reason skiers are often 
sunburned in the dead of winter (novices think it’s wind- 
burn) — is that sand, water and snow all reflect the sun’s 
rays; you absorb the reflected rays as well as those you get 
directly. 

Maybe you’ve heard that blondes and redheads, particu- 
larly the blue-eyed variety, are especially thin-skinned. But 
did you know that your nose, lips, ears, shoulders and knees 
are thinner skinned than the rest of your body? These sen- 
sitive areas should be covered by a sun cream that blocks 
out burn-producing rays of the sun. 


Some products, like Skolex, block out all burn-produc- 
ing rays of the sun and even protect “heliophobes’” — the 
luckless few who can’t sunbathe without acquiring hives and 
painful burns. Their best protection, however, is to stay 
out of the sun as much as possible. The rest of the population 
can safely tan—and handsomely—by observing the “six rules 
of sun sense.” 

1. Start sunbathing early. Though a burn is possible at 
any season, spring sunshine is less direct than that of sum- 
mer, and fewer ultraviolet rays reach the earth. The same 
comparison applies to mornings versus midday. By starting 


early in the season and early in the day, you let your skin 
build up a tolerance to the stronger rays ahead. 


2. Make it a short first day. On that first sun session, 
take it easy. Doctors prescribe 20 minutes on the first day 
as a maximum limit of safety for the average adult. (For 
children: five to ten minutes.) Increase your sun dosage 
gradually every day. At the first tinge of pink, halt; if you 
wait till your skin feels hot, you’ve waited too long. 


3. Use a lotion. And pick one that’s best for you. A good 
lotion will adequately protect normal skin and in some cases 
speed the tanning process. If your skin is extra dry you'll 
be better off buying a tanning foam in a pressure can, or a 
cream in a plastic container. And remember, sun lotions 
do little or nothing to relieve the discomfort of a burn; you 
need a burn-aid lotion, and the sooner you apply it the bet- 
ter, 

4. Reapply and watch your eyes. Remember that your 
suntan lotion is washed away each time you take a dip. 
Even if you don’t go in for a swim, normal perspiration may 
carry away your thin lotion coating in two hours or less. 
It’s also important to remember, each time you come out 
of water, to put your sunglasses or other eye protection back 
on; ultraviolet rays can penetrate your eyelids and seriously 
impair your vision. 

5. Know when to come in out of the sun. It’s neither 
healthful nor beautiful to achieve a skin that looks like 
leather. Doctors have shown that excessive exposure, even 
if you don’t burn, may destroy the skin’s ability to protect 
itself. The results are ugly: chronic peeling, permanent 
freckles, shrinkage and premature aging of the skin—even 
cancer. Once you’ve attained that golden tan, it’s smart 
to cut down on your sun bathing and... 


6. Cover up for safety. Loose, lightweight clothing, closely 
woven and dry, gives the most protection. Damp beach 
towels aren’t much help. A hat with a wide brim helps pre- 
vent sunstroke, and a beach umbrella means added safety, 
especially for children. 

One last tip: If you know someone who’s convinced 
that his skin never burns, plunk down 50¢ for something 
he’ll almost surely soon need and appreciate: a book called 
“The Complete Book of First Aid,” with a fine section on 
handling second degree burns! 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 
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Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


David City Area 


by Vivian Dee 

Two new faces in the Traffic lineup are 
Marla Armagost and Pat Schindler ... Betty 
Jacobs, a former operator, visited the office 
last week ... Irene Swan (who is on vaca- 
tion), Camilla Selzer and Lena Conrad made 
a week-end trip to Scottsbluff ... Eve Dun- 
ning and family spent a week touring in and 
around Colorado ... The Board of Directors 
paid the new David City office a visit and 
an inspection tour of the building ... Harvey 
Armagost, area manager, is on vacation. One 
week was spent at Johnson’s Lake where he 
and his family had a good week of fishing. 


Nebraska City Area 


by Norma Jean Dettmer and Betty Christensen 


Vacations are in full swing as we enter 
July. Those who took it easy at home were 
Bonnie Teel, Mary Tackett, and Helen Wur- 
tele, Nebraska City Traffic. Lois Seybert went 
fishing and boating at Lake Manawa, Iowa 
... Velma Abker visited in Illinois ... Edna 
Komma journeyed to the Black Hills, Colo- 
rado, and Wyoming... Elaine Teten toured 
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Interested observer of the Wahoo cutover was 
J. R. Manners who worked for three Wahoo ex- 
changes from 1902 to 1934 and was manager 
for LT&T there for 20 years. He retired in 1934. 


attending the Pioneer annual banquet were 
Lillian Bader, Kathryn Owens, Mr. and Mrs. 
R. H. Gray, Mr. and Mrs. Art Letellier, Mr. 
and Mrs, Deroy Helfer, Mr. and Mrs. Ivan 
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Czarks and at home ... Elmer Neujahr en- 
joyed two weeks of his vacation in Idaho and 
other western points ... Elsie France took a 


week of her vacation and stayed home... 
Norma Jean Dettmer went to Pioneer Village 
at Minden ... Ellen Segler and Belva Butler, 
Unadilla, spent their vacation with relatives 
in Texas ... Gloria Wellman attended the 
Aqua Air show at Lincoln ... Sherry Nan- 
nen has departed to become a full-time house- 
wife . .. We welcome Margaret Rappl as 
a new student operator. 


Plattsmouth Area 


by Thelma Tritsch 


Linda Lane, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd 
Lane of Weeping Water, was awarded the 
American Legion Post +237 Citizenship Award 
at the eighth grade graduation exercise at 
the Weeping Water High School on May 13. 
... Betty Hermann, Weeping Water Traffic, 
enjoyed her two weeks’ vacation visiting her 
brother and family in Phoenix, Arizona. They 
went on to California and back to Arizona 
before returning home... Marvin Welsh re- 
turned from a very pleasant vacation as Ben 
Anderson began his. We think Ben needed 
a rest as two very happy events occurred 
last month. He is the proud grandpa of a 
baby girl, arriving at his daughter’s home. 
Also, his son David was married, so Ben has 


Illinois, Wisconsin and Minnesota .. . Dorothy Livingston and Wilma McIntire, a former not only gained a granddaughter, but a 
Davis visited relatives in Missouri .. . Lor- employee ... The third finger of Helen Wur- daughter as well . . We also had another 
raine Steckly spent a few days in Arkansas tele’s left hand is attracting a lot of atten- pleasant surprise, the engagement of Terry 
and Oklahoma ... Raymond Kinnison, Plant, tion and congratulations are in store... Syra- Ernst, former employee and son of Area 
took a week’s vacation, spending a few days cuse vacations are in full swing too... Kay Manager Ernst. He is to wed Marilyn Rose 
in David City ... Those from Nebraska City Basset spent her vacation in the Missouri of Papillion. 


hia LED. f oral } ap = le 4 

Bus passengers, from left: J. H. Age 
H. W. Potter, J. Stewart Elliott, G. B. Keith, R. D. Andrews, W. F. Roberts, 
M. C. Walker, B. J. Sievers, L. W. Cleveland, P. H. Henson, A. W. Holcomb, 


e, R. J. Connors, W. W. Putney, 


¥ 
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Wm. |. Aitken, I. J. Devoe, L. E. Hurtz, K. L. Lawson, H. W. Spahnle, 
A. M. Newens, Charles T. Stuart, Morton Steinhart, A. O. Andrews, M. M. 
Hale, Houghton Furr, T. C. Woods, Jr., E. J. Faulkner, Frank H. Woods. 


Directors Visit David Cily and Wahoo 


Following the quarterly meeting of the Board of Di- 
rectors at Lincoln on June 20, its members, with officials 
and supervisory personnel of the company, took a chartered 
bus to David City where they met at luncheon with Mayor 
Roy D. Welte, members of the city council, Jules VanDe- 
Walle, president of the chamber of commerce and directors 
of that organization. An inspection trip was routed past 
the intermediate microwave tower on the highway near 
Brainard and on to Wahoo, where preparations were being 


made to convert the exchange to dial operation on July 6. 

The trip followed the policy established in 1952 in 
which the Board travels to various exchanges of LT&T- 
land. Since then the directors have visited Hastings, Ne- 
braska City. Wahoo, Fairbury, Beatrice and other exchanges 
en route. Purpose of the journeys is to enable the directors 
to gain a better perspective of the operating territory of the 
company and to broaden their acquaintanceship with its 
exchanges, personnel and plant facilities. 
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Seward Area 


by Helen Norwood 


“Have you taken your vacation?’’ “Where 
did you go or where are you going?’ That 
seems to be the general topic at Seward. 
Those who vacationed recently were Howard 
Eickman, Plant, who spent his time leisurely 
at home; likewise so did Mike Svoboda, Plant 

. Elmer Bean spent a few days at Johnson 
Lake and at home . . Jerry Shipley, Bess 
and ‘‘DeeDee”’ spent a few days at Ocean 
Drive, South Carolina, and then on to Dub- 
lin, Georgia, where they visited relatives ... 
Eleanore Schutz, Traffic, visited in Elwood 
during her vacation ... Irene Mailand visited 
in Omaha, Fairbury and also spent some time 
at home . Shirley Pankoke also enjoyed 
her vacation at home... Shirley Niemann, 
Commercial, visited at Knob Noster, Missouri 
with her sister and family over the Mem- 
orial Day weekend ... Those attending the 
Pioneer Banquet at Lincoln were Lydia Jones, 
Beata and Martha Merz, Gladys Walker, Helen 
Norwood, Laura Douty and Jessie Landon 
... Jerry Shipley had quite a spree of good 
luck fishing at his cabin recently. He caught 
8 beautiful catfish in one day. 


Wahoo Area 


by Mary Beaty 


We welcome Vickie Nelson back with us 
after being on a leave of absence ... Visitors 
at our office this past month were Mary 
Bornemeier and Irene Combs of Lincoln, 
Marcella O’Brien and Marilyn Vandenhaar of 
Beatrice. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 


To anyone interested, we can _ highly 
recommend the skill of Don Christle not 
only for building designing but for opening 
locked cars. He is especially adept at retriev- 
ing keys from the ignition with a bent wire. 
We could have furnished further proof of 
his dexterity and ability if the camera had 
not been locked in the car. We did not get 
a picture but you can take our word for it 
that when Don discovered he had locked 
all four doors with the keys left in the igni- 
tion, he said a few magic words and with a 
few graceful twists the keys were soon in 
his hands. He was loudly applauded by his 


audience . . Vacationers last month were 
Dorothy Biggerstaff and Oakel Butler, each 
resting at home ... Doris Peterson left to 
join her husband in Ashland where she also 
has employment, and Betty Oestmann de- 
parted to make her home in Talmage 
R. L. Dalton, retired, formerly of Auburn, 
was a visitor in our office Decoration Day 
. Manager and Mrs. Eggleston attended the 
Pioneer banquet in Lincoln on June 7. 


Beatrice Area 


by Myrtle Janssen, Veronica Siske 
and Frank Fisher 
Vacations are the news. Lela Watson, Kath- 
ryn Widick and Dorothy Scheele spent theirs 
on the home front taking life easy (we hope). 
Dorothy did spend some time visiting her 
folks in Kansas Ruth Corter also: en- 
joyed a vacation .. . Marcella O’Bryan trav- 
eled to Indiana where she visited her father 
and also did some horseback riding . . . Mar- 
ilyn Vonderhaar went to Denver where she 
took in a Broadway play and dined in a fam- 
ous Chinese restaurant . .. Ruth Diekmann 
and husband camped and fished at Republi- 
can City ... Dorothy Trauernicht attended 
her brother’s graduation in Kansas City .. 
Beulah Mason enjoyed a visit from her son 
who was home on leave after completing an 
8,600-mile cruise .. . Proud new car owners 
are Rosalie Witkowski and Vey Warren .. 
Marcella O’Bryan and Marilyn Vonderhaar 
spent two weeks in Wahoo prior to conver- 
sion instructing subscribers in the use 
of dial telephones .. . Traffic girls celebrated 
our first anniversary of the dial system on 
June 16 with a picnic in the park . . . Wishes 
for a speedy recovery are extended to Edna 
Mahloch recovering from an operation 
The Janssens are beaming over the arrival 
of a little granddaughter Some more 
vacationers include Don Gilmore at his 
brother’s in Cleveland, Ohio and other places 
of interest in eastern and southern states... 
Rex Montgomery spent a week at Superior 
Frank Fisher plans to camp in the 
mountains of Colorado, and Don Yong vaca- 
tioned at home ... Frank Jurgens, who re- 
cently returned from Minnesota, reports good 
fishing ... Ed Kelly is now driving a new 
Pontiac .. . Clyde Burge vacationed in Okla- 
homa, Texas, Arizona, Old and New Mexico, 
and Colorado - Dan Smith headed west 
to California by way of the Grand Canyon. 


Crefe Area 


by Lavina McElroy 


Recent visitors at Crete and Wilber w 
President Woods and Messrs. Hale, ba 
and Cleveland ... Stub Roland and his wife 
vacationed at Corpus Christi, Texas visiting 
their son Lt. G. K. Roland and family (main 
attraction—new grandson). Also got in lots of 
golf and swimming and claims it was awfully 
hot there . Jim Landenberger and fam- 
ily vacationed at the Lake of the Ozarks 
Where they did some _ boating. They also 
visited relatives in Nashville, Tennessee and 
fished at Old Hickory Lake. On the return 
trip they traveled through Indiana and Chi- 
cago ... Darlene Acord vacationed at home 

. Sympathy is extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred Ahlschwede in the death of their in- 
fant daughter. Helen is on leave of absence 
from Traffic ... At Friend, a covered dish 
Supper was given in honor of Mr. and Mrs. 
EK. M. Massie on June 25. The Friend per- 
sonnel presented them with a gift ... Erman 
Wheatcraft, Tecumseh wire chief, was a visi- 
tor July 1... Mr. and Mrs. James Rhodes 
and son Jeffrey moved from Wilber to Te- 
cumseh June 30. Jim has transferred to Te- 
cumseh ... Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Miller and 
three sons moved to Wilber on June 23. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois McCord 


Vacations were the big thing last month. 
Floyd Nave spent his two weeks at home and 
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“off to the motorcycle races.’’ Carol 
Grummert used her time to dress chickens, 
and other at-home vacationers were Eleanor 
Klaus and Carolyn Fisher . Irene James 
visited relatives in California Anna- 
belle Stocker’s brother and family were 
here from California Jean Bales and 
family vacationed in Denver and also vis- 
ited the Cheyenne Zoo in Colorado Springs 
: . Dorcas Slater visited in Lincoln a few 
days and spent the rest of the time at 
home ... Joyce Robinson and family vaca- 
tioned in the Ozarks where Joyce learned 
to water ski Bonnie Harris and Fern 
Hohbein spent a recent weekend in Denver 
. Kaylene Kurth and Joann Nespor, for- 
mer operators, are proud mothers of baby 
daughters Irene Smalldon has been 
playing hostess to her nine young nieces 
from Bradshaw, Benedict and Sutton.. 


Pawnee City Area 
by Avis Collar 


Mr. and Mrs. Vyrl Clark motored to Okla- 
homa over a weekend to attend the wedding 
of Mrs. Clark’s brother ... Willie Williams 
called the square dance, the first in a series 
of street dances, recently. The dances are 
sponsored by the Pawnee Public Service 
Club . . Avis Collar and family drove to 
El Dorado, Kansas to view the damage 
caused by the recent tornado. They also 
visited President Eisenhower’s family home 
and other points of interest in Kansas : 
Visiting relatives in Kansas City the week- 
end of June 22 were the Carl Franzens. 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Bruning and Michael 
visited recently with relatives in Belvidere 

. Mrs. Wert is kept busy keeping the 
weeds and pests out of her garden. . 
Lynn Johnson and family attended the recent 
Air Show at the Lincoln Air Base. 


Tecumseh Area 


by Irene Thies 


Vacationers included Ines Meister and son 
visiting in Sabetha, Kansas and Falls City... 
Virginia Lempka visited in Hastings where 
she also called on Tyler Ryan in the district 
office ... Manager Husing and family spent 


Auburn Building Progress 


In early July the new Auburn exchange building 
was taking its final form with the exterior fac- 
ing of red rancho brick completed, as was the 
stone trim that surmounts it. Interior partitions 
were all in place and workmen were pouring the 
finished floors. The pre-stressed, pre-cast roof was 
installed and on July 7 the pitch and gravel 
topping was being spread. It was expected that 
the roof would be entirely completed by July 9, 
and that work on the building itself would wind 
up early in August. Don Christle represents the 
building design section of the engineering depart- 
ment at Auburn, while L. G. Saunders has the 
engineering assignment for equipment installa- 
tion. 


They don’t tell the folks how they knew it; 
These movie actors who do it. 
They don’t even look in the telephone book 
But just lift off the hook and go to it! 

But Dean Hamilton, directory compilation super- 
visor, Lincoln, takes his own good advice and looks 


up the number before he dials it. Here he is 
about to call his wife to let her know he will be 
home for dinner at the usual time. 


a few days in Colorado Harold Drake 
and family went fishing at Cozad for a few 
days, then went on to Texas to visit his 
daughter and family. They all drove to Mex- 
ico to see a bullfight which Harold enjoyed 
immensely . . Marge Cottingham, husband 
and son visited relatives in Indiana for a 
week ... Juanita Waring’s two nieces from 
Fairbury spent a few days with her 
Welcome to Jim Rhodes in Plant who trans- 
ferred here from Wilber Norma Lee 
Hahn and husband flew to St. Joseph one 
Sunday to visit relatives. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 


Vacations seem to have slowed down a little. 
However, Manager Adamson did manage to 
get away for a week in the sun, and he had 
the sunburn to prove it ...J. T. Murray is 
vacationing at this writing and we have a 
hunch Joe can be found getting settled in 
his home in Geneva following his transfer 
from York ... Helen Adermann, our chief 
operator, has been absent because of illness 
but expects to be back to work soon ... Nata 
Hershey is progressing nicely after some 
minor surgery. 

My special thanks to fellow employees who re- 
membered me with cards and flowers while I was 
11,—V.B. 


Hastings Area 


by Pat Sperry 

Vacation time is in full swing. Bonnie Ein- 
spahr spent her vacation in Anselmo with 
her parents. Rosetta Habben, Arlis Reiber, 
Jerry Hatcher and Dixie Price all enjoyed 
their vacations at home . . Donna Larsen, 
now Mrs. Ted Brunswig, spent her vacation 
honeymooning in Colorado Springs, Colorado, 
and in getting settled in her new home... 


Margaretha Hurd spent a few days with 
her parents in Burwell. The rest of her va- 
cation was spent at home and on a fishing 
trip . . . Minnie Schlitt enjoyed fishing at 
Jeffries Lake during one week of vacation... 
Roxie Weber and family traveled to Oklahoma 
City where they spent a few days ... The 
Pioneers spring banquet in Lincoln was at- 
tended by Marie Pearson, Moreanne Alldritt, 
and Edith Seward ... We welcome Maxine 
Jones back to work after an extended illness 
. . . Barbara McCord has developed a back 
ailment which has Kept her home for some 
time. We miss her and will be glad when 
she is able to return to work. 


Hebron Area 


by Ramona J. Kenning 


Summer brings many vacations to the He- 
bron Area. H. G. Taedter and Ann, together 
with Mr. and Mrs. Frank Taylor of California, 
and Mr. Taedter’s sister from Beatrice, spent 
a week traveling through the southern states 
; . Regina Bethscheider, chief operator, is 
currently spending her vacation in Colorado, 
and the last report from Regina was from 
Estes Park . .. Norma Maschmann, Traffic, 
spent her vacation time at home ... Mem- 
orial Day car races at Belleville Kansas were 
enjoyed by several employees from _ the 
Hebron area, including Carol and Don North- 
rup, Dorothy and Roy Waldmeier, and Ra- 
mona and Lorence Kenning Manager 
Wellman and his nephew enjoyed a week at 
the Minnesota lakes fishing ... From Plant 
we hear that the Ronald Francis’ favorite 
hobby is a beautiful blue and white alumi- 
num outboard motor boat. 


Stromsburg Area 
by Edith Mattson 


Several employees from the Stromsburg 
area report enjoying some vacation time 
spent at home, including Edith Mattson, 
cashier at Stromsburg, Betty Beebe, cashier 
at Osceola, Charlotte Wright and Bill Barry, 
both of Osceola Plant... Albert Andres spent 
his vacation in Minnesota cruising the lakes 
in his stream-lined motor boat... L. C. 
(Smick) Williams enjoyed a visit from his 
son Darrell and family of San Diego, Cali- 
fornia. Darrell is chief personnel officer at 
the San Diego Navy Base ... Mr. and Mrs. 
R. E. Wait attended the 25th wedding an- 
niversary celebration of Mr. and Mrs. Elvin 
Wait which was held in Lincoln, Sunday, 
June 22. Our congratulations to Mr. and 
Mrs. Elvin Wait, and may they have many 
more happy years together. 


Superior Area 
by LuEtta M. Braun 


Vacations are the main topic of the day. 
Alma Konvalin enjoyed a trip to the West 
coast, stopping to visit relatives in California, 
Washington and Oregon . . Olga Andersen 
spent a week in Farmington, New Mexico, 
visiting her brother and family ... Clarinda 
Lake spent her vacation at home ... Bob 
Culver and family returned last week from 
a vacation trip to the Black Hills, and Dale 
Bollman and family spent a week in the 
Ozarks Clarel Middleton of Salt Lake 
City, a former employee, was a visitor in our 
office recently ... Josephine Tieskoetter and 
family spent a weekend visiting friends in 
Enid and Okliahoma City, Oklahoma 
LuEtta Braun and family attended the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska commencement exercises 
in Lincoln on June 7. Her brother-in-law was 
a member of the graduating class... Gladys 
Kubat helped out in the Commercial office 
during the absence of Betty Jo Schleif, who 
spent her vacation at home remodeling their 
house . Thomas Woods, Jr., M. M. Hale, 
L. W. Cleveland, and K. L. Lawson, all of 
Lincoln, and Tyler Ryan of Hastings were 
recent visitors in the Superior office. 
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Sutton Area 


by Catherine Cassell 


Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Mankamyer and Mr. and 
Mrs. A. D. Cassell attended the Pioneer Ban- 
quet in Lincoln on June 7 . Lucyle Scheide- 
mann spent her vacation visiting relatives in 
Fremont and Lincoln ... Mr. and Mrs. R. H. 
Hunzeker and children spent a week’s vaca- 
tion at the Lake of the Ozarks ... Thomas 
Woods, Jr., Merle Hale, Kenneth Lawson, 
Lloyd Cleveland and Tyler Ryan visited the 
Sutton office during June. 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


Vacations are in the spotlight here in York. 
Mary Lee McCall, Mary Jo Heser and Peggy 
Deprez enjoyed themselves at Lake Okoboji 

. Also vacationing was Margaret Sunberg, 
who was in Stromsburg with her family and 
friends .. . Yours truly was in Central City 
for a week with her family, and the main 
project for the week was just eating and 
sleeping. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


Fishing fare has been only that, Gavin’s 
Point included. This from Jim Venture Retz- 
laff who traveled up that way looking. The 
yield was meager. Ralph recommends fresh 
fried fish but had to settle for Kix after all. 
His tip for outdoor living: if you don’t know 
the river, stick to playing with TV channels 
or you may spend the night on a sandbar... 
A certain season has come to a close in Oma- 
ha and Pat Tindall reports she just managed 
to break even . Friends she hadn’t seen 
for twelve years welcomed Estella Foght to 
Charles City, Iowa for a week’s vacation in 
June. Estella also reports work on the Com- 
pany picnic August 9 is proceeding fast and 
furious ... Harold Brady filled in the missing 
link on this year’s vacation by traveling 5,600 
miles from Washington, D.C. around the gulf. 
He can now claim he’s been in all 48 states. 
New horizons seems to be opening, however 

. Congratulations to Rosilyn Fahleson who 
is Aunt Rosie again Bernadine Krone 
is asking why they make cans of spices the 
way they do. And why you have to open 
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Completely entwined in the tentacles of an 
attendant’s board for a new bank building at 
Lincoln, Merle ©. Schneider successfully demon- 
strated that the work of assembling and wiring 
such a board could be done off the subscriber's 
Premises. The single-position board was wired 
in the general shop for 200-line capacity and 
equipped for 160 lines. 


them with spoons. She tried to—both she 
and the spoon regretted it as she found her- 
self wandering around with one finger and 
one spoon caught in one can of black pepper 
F - One of the new summer employees in 
Printing Service is Karen Peterson, grand- 
daughter of G. W. Jahn, former revenue ac- 
countant. Another is LeRoy Juengel, whose 
mother Esther is also a Printing Service 
employee. 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 


Carol Carlson, Associate Editor 


To start the column this month we'd like 
first to extend a great big welcome to the 
new girls in our office . .. Ethel Daharsh, 
past chief operator at Wahoo, joined Eunice 
Bailey’s office force. Ethel is certainly not 
a newcomer to the telephone company and is 
a most welcome addition ... Marge Weten- 
kamp is the newest member of Rose Carlson’s 
department. Marge is a Lincoln girl and came 
to work for us in June... Last, but certainly 
not least, is Helen Short who works in Helen 
Pickard’s office. Helen is a daughter of Edna 
Rosane, the sister of Ramona Johnson, and 
a niece of Bobby Reason, all of Accounting. 
We are wondering if we can boast of the 
most members of one family working in the 
same department . Next on the agenda 
is vacations ... Darlene Hagel-Pitt spent one 
week on her parents’ farm at Syracuse 
Ramona Johnson motored to Arizona, Texas 
and New Mexico for two weeks ... Norma 
Somerheiser claims she spent her vacaticn 
doing nothing . . . Another lazy-bones, come 
vacation time, was Ilga Bergmanis .. . Still 
more vacationeers are DeLoris Beltz, who 
spent two glorious weeks in California, and 
Margot Lucs, who went the opposite direction, 
to New York City ... Clara Jones, on her 
vacation, enjoyed her sister and _ family 
from California . Blanche Buel traveled 
to Colorado Nina Anderson spent the 
4th of July weekend in Emporia, Kansas... 
Zigrida Bumanis received her citizenship 
Papers June 16 and is a mighty happy girl. 
Another reason for Zigrida’s cheerful smile is 
the beautiful diamond ring on her hand. . 
Mickey Ward’s sister and family visited from 
California. It was the first meeting of 
Mickey’s little niece, and needless to say, the 
little one got quite a bit of attention : 
Betty Biggs’ brother and family visited from 
Wisconsin . . . Cleo Hartman has moved to 
Lincoln from Staplehurst. Cleo, who has 
driven back and forth from Staplehurst every 
day, says it seems nice not to have to get up 
so early to start to work ... Helen Pickard 
returned to work following an _ operation. 
Helen was off for many weeks, and was glac 
to come back and we were to have her . 
Louise Jenkins returned to work after re- 
cuperating for four weeks from an operation 
: . We all missed Louise a great deal, and 
it is wonderful having her back ... An- 
other operation was experienced by Eunice 
Bailey, who was off work for two weeks. 
These operations are getting to be an old 
story to Eunice, who claims she now owns 
part of Providence Hospital. We hope this 
is the end of them ... Eleanor Grabowski's 
two-year-old daughter, Crystal, was hit by 
a car last month. Eleanor reports Crystal has 
fully recovered and is as lively as ever. . 
The blunder of the year was pulled by Joan 
Sprouse and yours truly, as we started out 
for Sally Grabowski's wedding. Both thought 
the other knew what church the wedding 
was in, and consequently, neither of us 
knew. By the time we located the church, 
the wedding was over and we were just in 
time for the reception Sally and her 
husband traveled to Yellowstone National 
Park on their honeymoon. 


Don Neill, Engineering, seems to have found 
the old recipe for cooking carp. “Bake ‘em on 
a board, then eat the board.’”’ These nifties were 
lately wiggling in a Maine mountain stream. 


Engineering 


V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Anglers among the engineers are hitting 
their summer stride, led by Chief Paul Hen- 
son, who flew into the Canadian back coun- 
try, and Don Swanson, who tried his luck in 
Minnesota. Don says that when his wife 
(who apparently has a bad hook in her back- 
Swing) knocked the first one back, a big one, 
trying to snag it with the net, he was just 
as mad as if she had been knocking them 
back all day . . And it isn’t difficult to 
imagine Don Neill’s exaltation when, back 
in Maine, he fought and conquered a big one, 
nor the depths to which he plunged when a 
native took it off the hook and insisted on 
throwing it back. “Just a darn black bass,” 
he muttered. Neill hadn’t known that in the 
rock-ribbed state if it isn’t salmon it isn’t 
fish. What a test of good old Cornhusker 
courage. Don stood there rocking in the boat, 
his hands held out where the fish had been, 
his lower jaw going like a triphammer. ‘“‘Ham- 
ma, hamma, hamma,” he blurted; “hamma, 
hamma, hamma,” then finally, weakly, “we 
throw those back out in Nebraska too.” For 
an angler who has tethered worms in every 
slough in this end of Nebraska with an oc- 
casional carp or bullhead, an adequate re- 
ward to spend two weeks throwing back the 
big ones and keeping the little ones was a 
real test of character. “It’s a topsy-turvy 
world,” states Neill. “It sure gives a man 
a jerking around.” But he did get lots of fish 
and has a nice picture to prove it... Orville 
Spencer also has trouble with the natives as, 
wearing his long-billed cap, his specimen 
case swung over his shoulder all the same as 
a creel and carrying an outsize butterfly net, 
he passes them on the trail. ‘‘Where are the 
fish?” they ask, which irritates Spence to 
the point he’s thinking of wearing a sign 
‘““Lepidopterist” so the halfwits will know 
What he is ... Another angler and camper, 
Bob Cardwell, who has been building up 
equipment for the big trip, has become en- 
thralled by an advertised canvas bath tub 
with demountable legs which, by the addi- 
tion of an outboard, can double as a boat. 
In this gadget Bob figures you can take off 
across the placid waters and keep clean all 
at the same time. He is suggesting it to 
Spence as far more practical than the sec- 
ond-hand, cast iron, lion-pawed behemoth 
he was favoring last month . Erstwhile 
camper Ollie Hoffman, who was rained out 
two years ago and gave up in disgust, is 
also interested in tubs. He says if he’s going 
to get wet it will be in comfort at home. 
Having stirred up an interest in the things, 
Ollie decided to remodel. His ideas were to 
change the fixtures all around. He soon got 


~~ 18 


a call from the plumber. ‘You'll have to get 
a left-handed tub; your old one is wrong— 
it’s right.’ Ollie hadn’t been in the TV re- 
pair business for nothing. His eyes narrowed 
suspiciously. A pause ensued while he check- 
ed mentally getting in and out of tubs first 
this way and then that. “Have you got a 
crocheted one?’’ he finally asked with fine 
sarcasm. He was finally convinced. Now 
he’s trying to peddle an extra tub good for 
people who bathe right-handed and an old 
lavatory with the works right in the middle. 
“It’s good if you’re ambidextrous or if you 
just can’t make up your mind,” states Ollie 
... Other items: Bob Kennedy, who planned 
to paint his house inside and out on his 
vacation, admits to only one room. “Just as 
soon as I finished painting that room, I took 
off for Wymore,” states Bob. A real last 
swipe, we’d say. A clear case of a man being 
wagged by a brush Charley Connors 
stopped to chat with a policeman recently 
and, as can be expected in any colloquy with 
the laconic Connors, the officer did most of 
the talking. ‘‘Where’s the fire?’”? he demanded 
... Bob Brinton, the midget racer enthusiast, 
reports that after a winter’s efforts they fi- 
nally restored their machine to the sleek, 
beautiful lines it had prior to the 1957 season 
and took it on its 1958 maiden trip to Kan- 
sas City over the Fourth. The driver overdid 
it in the trial heats and turned a flip-flop. 
The Brintons’ pride and joy is now back in 
the shop, the same old tangled mess. That’s 
the way the ball bounces, Bob. . . And final- 
ly, we wish to pat us engineers on the back 
who, under the leadership of Gay Henderson, 


took a major role in making the recent Pion-- 


eers banquet a success. Active in this affair 
were, besides Gay, general chairman; Roger 
Ghormley, toastmaster; Pep Saunders, invo- 
cation; Charley Connors, entertainment; Vic 
Musselman, door prizes. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


We fully appreciate all visitors and the 
following came to see us the past month: 
Everett G. Bradford, former Switchroom em- 
ployee, now working for the Bell company 
at Des Moines, Iowa. Mr. Bradford’s father, 
J. A. Bradford, was the original First Aid 
instructor ... S. F. Bush, now on pension, 
residing in Menlo Park, California, also drop- 
ped in... A welcome was extended to Bill 
Clement on a visit from Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. Mr. Clement was a former employee 
of the custodian’s department .. . Surprising 
to everyone, Howard Smith spent Father's 
Day weekend at home and was waited on by 
his family. We can’t figure how the fish 
ever got along without him... Claude Helm ’s 
daughter Claudette and grandson from Cal- 
ifornia visited here. Claudette formerly work- 
ed in Lincoln Commercial ... Vacations are 
in full force this month as the following de- 
partments indicate: 


Wire Chief's Department, 14th & M 


by Marilyn Jo Osborn 


Lester Pierce and wife spent a week’s va- 
cation at Johnson Lake, fishing and resting... 
Hazel Higgins spent a week working around 
home ... Art Lamberson took three weeks 
vacation from work—to do more work—right 
around home Dariene Griffin spent a 
week’s vacation with her family, as she re- 
ceived bad news of the death of a brother- 
in-law ...We want to wish both Jim Baxter 
and Harold Wart a speedy recovery. They 
are in the hospital with heart conditions. 
Harold is in an Ann Arbor, Michigan hos- 
pital, and Jim is in the Veterans Hospital in 
Lincoln ... The boss, Mr. Pattison, told Marv 
Joosten to be “on the carpet’ at one o’clock 
sharp in Mr. Meshier’s office. It seems that 
Marvin started getting a little worried, won- 
dering just what it was all about. But, to his 
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surprise, at 1:00 P.M. that afternoon he was 
given a clock radio. His name was in the 
capsule drawn from the Sales bowl... Mr. 
Pattison had his granddaughter in this month. 
She was a year old on May 3. 


Toll Equipment Section 


by Jo Ann Gloor 


Carl Bender spent his vacation building a 
garage . Ardell Robison and wife spent 
a couple of days in Iowa City, Iowa visiting 
his daughter, and the remainder painting 
their house ... Otis Clark took a week of 
vacation and helped care for their new baby 
daughter . Albert Spaulding and family 
spent their vacation visiting his family in 
Ocala, Florida. While there, he went to Da- 
tona Beach, Clear Water and Silver Springs. 


Wire Chief's Section—21st & L 
by Art Albers 


Paul Winscot spent one week of vacation at 
home painting and repairing his house and 
garage. 


Custodial 


by Paul Radebaugh 


Lue Reuter did quite a bit of traveling 
again, visiting such places as the Sam Hous- 
ton Memorial at Houston, Texas; traveled 
over the Gulf Freeway to Galveston; attended 
the open Splash Day at Mobile Alabama; and 
toured the slave quarters and old southern 
market, which he said were very interesting. 
He went to Miami, Florida, and took a boat 
cruise to Musa Isle Indian Village, to see the 
largest collection of alligators in the United 
States. He traveled to New York for a brief 
visit, then to Cincinnati to visit Taft Museum 
before returning home .. . Bill Schuman spent 
his vacation entertaining company from 
Scottsbluff and doing some repair work on 
his house . . . Dick Childs, former Custodial 
employee, paid us a visit in June. Dick is 
working for an insurance company In Minne- 
apolis and says he likes his job very much. 
He recently purchased a home. 


Lincoln Traffic 


Kathleen Carey, Associate Editor 


Many times operators have been known 
to come back to work to rest up after their 
vacations; not so this year because work 
isn’t very restful. Although the operating 
room is a cool haven from the summer sun, 
the building sounds overhead have made 
some of us develop an “air-hammer shimmy : 
in our voices. Vacation-wise, Melba Richards 
has points for distance so far this summer, 
having toured Canada from Winnipeg to Van- 
couver and enjoying the food, scenery and 
hospitality all the way ... Bonnie Albranat 
reports that the fishing is fine in Minnesota 
...La Jean Von Dane spent a week in Min- 
nesota also. However, son Jim is still dis- 
gruntled over the fact that dear, kind Aunt 
Minnie insisted on putting them up in the 
spare bedroom while he had his eye on a 
ritzy motel at twenty dollars a day .. . 
Eloise Baldwin and Darlene Multer had a 
nice time staying home and entertaining their 
sisters from California and Texas . . . When 
Georgia Smith (affectionately called George 
by relatives and friends) was vacationing in 
Chicago her small nephew had a hard time 
deciding what to call her and when a neigh- 
bor asked who his guest was he replied, 
“Er—Aunt Henry.” ... Mabel Volpp stayed 
home and painted everything but the town 
red... We rejoice with Wilma Ball over her 
new diamond, with Barbara Nesmith on grad- 
uating from the University with honors... 
When Bettye Thomas answered an informa- 
tion light one evening her customer said, 
“IT didn’t want you, I wanted the trouble 


makers.” ... Mary Jane Arthur thinks she 
has had the ultimate in requests. A lady 
attempted to place a cali to a race horse not 
long ago—well, not the horse exactly, but to 
its owner. There was just one slight detail 
missing. She didn’t know the owner’s name. 
She knew the horse’s name all right and was 
just sure that information in the distant city 
would know. Mary Jane had the sad task 
of telling the poor lady that we don’t list by 
race horse. Too bad, isn’t it? Some of those 
old ‘‘also rans’”’ would make a real interesting 
directory. 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Marcia V. Watson, Associate Editor 


Jane Phillips, Treasurer’s Office, and chil- 
dren attended a family reunion at her home 
at Belle Fourche, South Dakota. She also was 
able to help celebrate the 40th wedding an- 
niversary of her parents. At her brothers’ 
ranches the Phillipses all brushed up on their 
horseback riding and hiking. The remainder 
of her vacation was spent revisiting the Black 
Hills and a trip to Devil’s Tower, Wyoming 
.. . Another vacationer from the Treasurer’s 


Ernest H. Wellman, area manager, Hebron. 


Hebron To Go Dial 


E. H. Wellman, area manager at 
Hebron, has been receiving his share 
of congratulatory calls from fellow 
townspeople since the announcement 
in early July that the exchange is to 
have a new $300,000 dial telephone sys- 
tem. Davenport is also scheduled for 
conversion to coincide with that of 
Hebron. 

The new Hebron office will be built 
on recently purchased ground to the 
east of the city library. Construction 
of the building will begin in early fall, 
according to Mr. Wellman’s announce- 
ment. This phase of the work may 
take six months after which the dial 
equipment will be installed. 

The system will employ direct dis- 
tance dialing for users at Hebron, Carle- 
ton, Davenport, Chester and Hubbell. 
DDD calls will be timed and recorded 
automatically. Telephone numbers at 
Hebron, Davenport, Carleton and Brun- 
ing will change at conversion time to 
seven digits to conform to the nation- 
wide DDD scheme. 
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Office was Tillie Boyd who spent the first 
week of her vacation entertaining her daugh- 
ter and son-in-law, plus the five grandsons, 
ranging in age from five to 12 years. They’re 
from Illinois. Needless to say, they kept 
things lively at the Boyd household. The sec- 
ond week, Tillie and her husband and “Nik- 
ki,’’ the Siamese cat and pride of the house- 
hold, took a leisurely trip through the sand- 
hills, the badlands and the Black Hills, re- 
porting a good time by all. Nikki, incidental- 
ly, is from the Bob Ross cattery . .. Joan 
Moorberg, Personnel, spent ten days in the 
south, with stopovers at New Orleans, Jack- 
sonville, Miami Beach and St. Petersburg. 
Later she visited in Chicago with her sis- 
ter before returning to Nebraska ... Merle 
M. Hale, vice president, spent a few days 
early in June on a Canadian fishing trip. 
Later, accompanied by Mrs. Hale, he spent 
a weekend in Denver visiting their new 
granddaughter ... Houghton Furr, Treasurer, 
and M. C. Walker, general plant superinten- 
dent, with L. P. Young, were also Canadian 
fishermen in June. The prize fish, however, 
a 22-pounder, was caught by the youngest of 
the foursome, Houghton Furr, Jr. ... Ralph 
Connors, General Plant, headed west for his 
vacation—sightseeing in Colorado before com- 
ing home for some Nebraska fishing .. . 
Reah Churchill, Cafeteria, spent part of her 
vacation visiting her mother in Swanton and 
the balance of the time moving into their 
new home in Meadowlane suburb .. . Kay 
Portsche, V.P. Office, was bitten by the flu 
bug, but we are glad to see her back again 
. . . Mabel Pettit, Cafeteria, underwent sur- 
gery the last of June. We have high hopes 
for her early return to the Cafeteria. 


Supply 


by Mary L. Wynn 

This is our vacation issue . . Kent Eno 
fished and relaxed at Cass Lake in Minnesota 

. . Bud Miller drove to Colorado Springs to 
visit relatives. As a result of the trip he has 
a badly swollen right foot caused from 
mountain climbing or “resting” too heavily 
on the accelerator Jim Schellenberg 
visited relatives in Monte Vista, Colorado... 
Earl Lytle loafed around home .. . Joe 
Krhounek visited relatives in Kansas... Bob 
Stall fished and did some water skiiing in 
Minnesota. However, he left most of the 
skiiing up to his son ... Dick Sorensen re- 
cently purchased a home which he fixed up 
to his liking during his vacation ... Al Behm 
“‘roamed’’ around Nebraska... Russell Rauch 
attended a church conference in Culbertson 
... Frank Hendrix really saw the sights. He 
visited Boulder Dam, Royal Gorge, Estes 
Park, Tetons, Yellowstone Park and the Black 
Hills . . . Charlie Shuler had an exciting 
fishing trip in Canada on the English River in 
the Kenora Section ... George Graf painted 
the inside of his house . . . Ed Hlina visited 
in Colorado and Wyoming ... Rudy Trouba 


“vacationed’’ in the wheat field ... Ivan 
Olson toured Illinois ...LaVern Scholl went 
to Denver ... Clyde Whittington decided to 


spend his time getting acquainted with all 
the nooks and crannies of his new home .. 

Jack Tracy took his family to Ponea State 
Park for fishing and swimming .. . Bob 
Stall and Lowell Johnson have teamed up 
with their wives for the mixed doubles 
Summer bowling team .. . We're approach- 
ing the big move—from the east side of the 
street to the new garage on the west side 
of 2ist Street. It’s a thrill for the motor 
vehicle personnel as well as an enormous 
job to get settled into normal routine. A com- 
plete story is in the making and should be 
concluded by the time the next News goes 
to press in September. Simultaneousiy, plans 
are in the making for remodeling the Ware- 
house Building to permit us to spread out 
into the space vacated by the motor vehicle 
section. More news on that too—in Septem- 
ber, we hope. 


THE BACK PAGE, like the most of us, is putting on a bit of age. For more than 


14 years it has appeared as a regular feature on the back cover of the News. 


i Vue Po published during the year 1948. 


This month we review some of the happenings of the past, and reprint for your 
approval a few of the comedy highlights of ten years ago. These cartoons were 
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JESS ELLIS AND JACK COX PUT ANEW | FEE 
ROOF ON THE DAVEY EXCHANGE BUILDING 
AND WHILE NAILING IT ON A FLAP OF 
NESS’ OVERALL LEG SAGGED OVER THE 
SEAM WHICH JACK WAS WORKING ON 
AND JACK, WITHOVT HESITATION, NAILED 
"T FIRMLY 10 THE ROOF AS THEY PASSED 


) EACH OTHER, 


HOPING 70 GET 


COULD REACH THE WAREHOUSE Door, 


LOOKS LIKE 
A NICKEL | 


LINCOLN, CAME STRUGGLING INTO THE CAFETERIA WITH 
A BIG SACK OF SUGAR A FEW DAYS AGO-AND WITH 
VIMOST CARE LEST HE SPILL A GRAIN , POURED IT 
INTO THe BIN. . THE FLOUR BIN \// 


GENTLEMAN FARMER JOHN SPADY HASTINGS 
LED HIS HORSE TO WATER ONE DAY AND, FOR 
SOME REASON, JOHN TURNED HIS BACK 
TOTHE ANIMAL AND LEANED OVER ~ ~~ 
YES , THE HORSE TOOK FULL ADVANTAGE, 
OF THE SITUATION / 


BUD EDEN, ENGINEERING DEPT. RAISED HIS HOUSE UPON JACKS AND BUILT 
ANEW FOUNDATION UNDER IT. . THAT BEING DONE, HE WALKED AROUND 
RELEASING THE JACKS AND LET THE HOUSE SETTLE ONTO ITS NEW 
BASE UNTIL HE CAME TO THE LAST CORNER: WHICH, FOR SOME) 

USTERIOUS REASON , DEFIED THE LAW OF GRAVITY WHEN THE JACK WAS 
REMOVED -AND,AT LAST REPORT WAS STILL SUSPENDED IN MID-AIR « 
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MARY TICE, LINCOLN CAFETERIA AL50 SUNDAYED 
ON THE FARM~ AND SPENT A LARGE PART OF THe 
AFTERNOON IN CAPTIVITY WHEN HER YOUNG SON 
LOCKED HER IN AND WAS UNABLE To 
RELEASE HER. 
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LELAND HODGE Any CLYDE BURGE WENT INTO THEIR. 
LAUREL AND HARDY ACT AT BEATRICE, A WHILE BACK, - 
DRIVER HODGE WAS GOING 10 OPEN THE CAR DOOR. 
FOR HIS BOSS 50 HE LEANED ACROSS THE SEAT AND 
TURNED THE HANDLE JUST AS CLYDE GAVE ITA YANK 
FROM THE OUTSIDE. LELAND'S FINGERS GOT STUCK IN 
THE HANDLE AND AS THE DOOR SWUNG OPEN, OUT HE 
FELL INTO THE GUTTER . 
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ASSISTANT GENERAL AUDITOR~ GOT STUCK IN THE DEEP 
SNOW NEAR HIS RURAL HOME , AND WAS SEEN BY A 

PASSER:BY STANDING AT THE ROADSIDE TRYING TO THINK 
HIS WAY OUT OF THE DIFFICULTY, WHILE MRS.GIEVERS | 
WAS OUT IN FRONT OF THE CAR SHOVELING SNOW, 
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MARRIED LIFE HAS BEEN ONE OF JO¥ AND 
CONFUSION, GOT TANGLED UP.IN ANOTHER OF 
THEIR REGULAR ADVENTURES THE OTHER DAY WHEN 
BETTY LEFT SOME. GARMENTS FOR CLSANING AT 
ONE ESTABLISHMENT AND PAUL TRIED To PICK 
THEM UP AT ANOTHER, THEY SAY PAUL ALMOS 
TOOK THE PLACE APART, BRICK BY BRICK WHEN 
THE MANAGER TOLD HIM HE COULDNT FIND 
ANY TRACE. OF PAUL'S SUNDAY SUIT, 


mat (Votes 
et Ss 
SLY) WERE HAPPY TO REPORT THAT VA 
CHARLIE MESHIER , CHAMPION LEANER BACKE 

OF BEATRICE, WAS INJURED ONLY IN DIGNITY || | (HEN HARLAK GILLEGP 
BY HIS LATEST FALL FROM THE CHAIR ~ BUT 


E BEATRICE, BACKED OUT FROM UNDER THE 
BOARD AFTER MAKING SOME REPAIRS , HE OVERTURNED AN OPEAAOR wHo 
rT REGUIRED THE EFFORTS OF TWO MEN TO CRASHED INTO- AND UPSET THE GIRL NEXT IN LINE.-AND SO ON UNTIL- 


PRY HIM FROM UNDER THE DESK . . Al ROW OF FIVE GIRLS WERE PILED UP ON THE FLOOR.» 
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The new garage, its location attested by the signpost, occupies more than 
a quarter-block northwest of the intersection. The structural plan for columns 
and beams forms part of the building’s facing design. 
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in some ways a move across the street is harder than one made at a dis- 
tance. There’s so much stuff that can be carried. Here our movers strain 
mightily as they help a mobilift with a heavy piece of machinery. 


Garage servicing was not so complicated in the olden times before the 
adapting of winches, diggers, etc., to cur vehicles. Then a truck was designed 
to haul men and materials to the scene of the job. After that the men dug 
holes, placed poles, wire and cable by the strength of their arms. Pictured 
above is the rig and erew of Foreman Tom Jones (in overcoat) taken in 1921. 
John Ebaugh, driver, stands at right. 
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New Garage Building 


LT&T’s new garage building at 21st and L is open for 
business. Its occupancy officially dates from August 14. That 
was the day when, with a minimum of fanfare, the person- 
nel who are to make the new building their seat of opera- 
tion migrated across the street, most of them wheeling their 
tools and possessions as they came. 

The rolling stock was formerly housed on the first 
floor of the warehouse building; in the L Street Quonset 
hut; or in rented quarters about town. These vehicles easily 
fit into the spacious interior of the new garage where floor 
markings designate stalls for the accommodation of every 
single car and truck. The first floor contains 48 stalls, the 
mezzanine 47. No assignment has yet been made of the 
roof space, though it, too, is designed for parking. 

Construction work on the building began last Septem- 
ber with Judd Brothers Construction Company holding the 
general contract. Structural work was handled by Walter 
J. Broer Construction Company, with the Nebraska Pre- 
stressed Concrete Company furnishing the precast columns, 
beams and slabs. Tom Boyd, of the engineering department’s 
building design section, was assigned to the job and de- 
serves a big hand, we think, for his work. 

The new building introduces many innovations and fea- 
tures. The use of precast, pretensioned concrete on skeletal 
and flooring systems allowed the use of much smaller col- 
umns and beams. Had the concrete been poured in place, 
the building would have been necessarily higher by about 
four feet: while the columns would have been so massive 
that much of the present stall space would have been lost. 

The building measures 144 by 200 feet, give or take a 
few inches. A 10-ton air-conditioner cools the service areas, 
while another of five tons is used for conditioning the dis- 
patcher’s room. The floor is coated with a synthetic plastic 
sealer to prevent the absorption of oils, gasoline, etc. All 
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Unveiled at 21st & L 


overhead doors are controlled from one point as a factor in 
convenience and safety. The new hydraulic hoist will handle 
the heaviest truck in our fleet. The garage service area also 
includes a well-equipped, roomy paint shop. 

The building is illuminated throughout with fluorescent 
strip lighting. The air handling unit is capable of moving all 
the air in the enclosed garage in nine minutes while, as a 
unique safety factor, a complete underground carbon mon- 
oxide exhaust system is accessible in all the working area. 

Of especial appeal to drivers of heavy construction rigs 
is the great height of the east entranceway, by which they 
now can drive in with the boom elevated to normal driving 
height. Heretofore they had to let the booms down to truck 
height to clear the old garage doors. Three lanes of vehicles 
can enter the east door at the same time, thus easing traffic 
conditions from north and south on L street during the eve- 
ning rush hour. Even the largest truck can drive directly 
into its assigned space without coming to a halt. 

Entrances also are provided on L street and at the alley 
on the north. The use of the L street door is restricted to 
the smaller trucks, passenger cars and station wagons. The 
same group of vehicles are the only ones authorized to make 
use of the ramp to the mezzanine floor and roof. 

The ramps do not have passing clearance; therefore ihe 
vehicle entering the ramp first is given the right-of-way and 
others must wait until it completes its use of the ramp. Ail 
must turn on headlights and drive the ramp in low range 
or low gear. 

All units are required to follow traffic flow arrows 
painted on the floor of the first story and mezzanine. This 
helps prevent confusion in the parking areas and reduces the 
chance of rumpling fenders. Stop signs are placed at each 
exit and all drivers must come to a full stop before crossing 
the adjacent sidewalks. 


The old garage on the northeast intersection was more than ample to 
accommodate the working fleet when it was first erected. This picture, taken 
in 1934, features from Iecft: Art Albers, Paul Winscot, Roy Brendle, Rex 
Winders, Don Travis, Ted Nyden and Harry Spurlock. Art King and Bert 
Huddleston stand in the doorway. 


time on the morning of August 14. The new garage building looms in the 
background. 


Though automobiles were simpler in the long ago, much was expected of 
them and the roads of the day subjected them to pulls and strains almost 
unknown today. M. T. Caster, plant superintendent, was NOT stuck in the 
mud when he took this picture. Perhaps he wanted to record for posterity a 
sample of the road conditions with which he and his famous Buick had to 
contend. The year was 1919. 
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The Company Asks @ 


The application of LT&T for a gen- 
eral increase in exchange service rates 
is before the Nebraska State Railway 
Commission. The application was signed 
by Thomas C. Woods, Jr., president, 
and filed August 11 by Woods, Aitken 
and Aitken, company attorneys. It is 
scheduled for public hearing at the 
capitol building at 9:30 a.m., September 
2a 

A specific schedule of rates was not 
requested in the application, but the 
Commission was asked to. establish 
rates “which permit the company to 
earn a fair and reasonable return upon 
its property devoted to the rendition of 
telephone service in this state.” 

This has not always been the pro- 
cedure followed by LT&T in applying 
for a rate increase. The usual practice 
was to submit a schedule of proposed 
rates designed to produce an equitable 
return on the investment. It was then 
necessary, before the Commission, to 
substantiate the need for the return 
and of the rates by which such earnings 
could be accomplished. 

Through the years LT&T has made 
few appearances before its regulatory 
body. The last general rate increase 
was granted in July 1953; the one be- 
fore that was in December 1949. During 
one period of 2214 years, from July 
1919 to January 1942, the rates for the 
Lincoln exchange and most others re- 
mained stationary. 

In fact, telephone rates at Lincoln 
have risen about 120% since the Com- 
mission granted our first general rate 
increase in 1913. During the same peri- 
od the number of telephones on the Lin- 
coln exchange increased from 11,899 to 
61,786. On this basis the value of ex- 
change service increased more than five- 
fold while the rates have barely dou- 
bled. Considering the gr 
ments made in speed of connections, re- 
liability and transmission during these 
45 years, one must agree that telephone 
service ranks among the country’s big- 


eat improve- 


vest bargains. 

All this indicates that LT&T has 
made a successful effort to offset in- 
creased costs by the practice of various 
economies, such as the addition of 
time-saving equipment and efficient op- 
erating practices. But of course such 


fair return’ 


in seeking additional revenue 


economies have their limitations and 
should not be effected at the expense 
of our providing the best telephone 
service within our capabilities. 

For our company must give good 
service to prosper—and_ conversely. 
must prosper to be able to give good 
service. It can serve best with good 
earnings. We think most of our cus- 
tomers understand that good service de- 
pends upon the company keeping in 
such financial shape that it can make 
service improvements at the time and in 
the amount dictated by the economy of 
the act. Actually, by being able to 
spend enough money in certain fields it 
is able to reduce the cost of service to 
subscribers in the long run. 

In communities where telephone 
needs are growing, we must build to 
take care of those needs for a reasonable 
length of time. This costs more to 
begin with than to erect a smaller 
plant—one that would meet the re- 
quirements for a relatively short per- 
iod of time. But the smaller office and 
its distribution system would then have 
to be enlarged, and thus would prove 
to be the more expensive method of the 
two. 

Suppose that we should be reduced 
to such straits that we were forced to 
scrimp from job to job: to buy in inade- 
quate quantities and build piecemeal. 
Then the cost of providing service 
would soon prove higher and the serv- 
ice itself would suffer. But if we are 
financially free to do the right kind 
of job when it needs to be done, the 
average cost of service will be less. It 
all boils down to the fact that with 
reasonable earnings we are able to in- 
vest in economies. The ancient legend 
that the way to keep rates low is to 
keep earnings low was proven false 
long ago. 

The application calls the Commis- 
sion’s attention to the fact that LT&?T 
has been obliged to add more than $16 
million to its plant and equipment 
since January 1953. Merle M. Hale. 
vice president, commenting for the 
newspapers, said that additional large 
amounts of new capital must be raised 
for growth and service improvements: 
and this can be assured only if earn- 
ings are at an acceptable level. He 


pointed out that the company’s invest- 
ment has increased much more rapidly 
than the increase in telephones in the 
past 514 years. Investment has risen 
64% while the number of telephones 
served has increased 21%. As a result 
the company’s investment per telephone 
has gone up from $248 to $328 during 
the same period. 

The application recalls that wage 
settlement agreements have been reach- 
ed each year through.the process of col- 
lective bargaining. “Five such agree- 
ments have been entered into since 
the last general rate increase. The wage 
settlements were in line with the up- 
ward wage movement «which has oc- 
curred in the telephone and other in- 
dustries and were necessary to enable 
LT&T to retain its high caliber of em- 
ployees and compete for promising re- 
cruits into the industry. The five wage 
adjustments represent a major item of 
increase in the company’s operating ex: 
pense since 1953, during which period 
the payroll increased $1,547,375 or 
36%: taxes rose 55% and prices of 
typical items of telephone materials and 
equipment went up 21% to 30%. 

Most employees whose work brings 
them into contact with the public have 
been furnished with “fact sheets” con- 
cerning the application for the rate in- 
crease and the need for additional rev- 
enues by the company. It is hoped that 
they will arm themselves with the in- 
formation necessary to present our case 
accurately and convincingly to those 
who bring up the subject. Meanwhile 
the following general suggestions apply 
to all employees: . 

1. Try to avoid discussion of rates 

before informal gatherings in pub- 

lic places. 
2. Do not make statements unless 


are. correct. 

3. Check yourself occasionally to 
make certain your information is 
accurate, especially the figures you 
are quoting. 

4. Do not quote figures from news- 

papers or other public informa- 

tion media, Use information fur- 
nished by the company. 

[n all discussions display a friendly 

and understanding attitude. 


ws 
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The drawing for the July Merchandising prize was made by Chief Engi- 
neer Paul H. Henson as A. O. Andrews, supervising engineer, steadied the 
bowlful cf capsuled contestants. The winner was E. F. Volkmer, Nebraska 
City Plant, shown in the middle of the lower group. He is receiving a prize 
of a flash camera from Bill Quinn, sales supervisor, as Robert Groy, area 


manager, looks on. 


Howard W. Spahnle, Eastern district manager, took a lone hand in 
selecting the prize winner for the August Merchandising award. He drew 
the name of Kathleen A. Sughrue, of York Commercial. The sequel is shown 
below, as Kathleen receives a beautiful clock radio from Mr. Quinn as Tyler 
Ryan, Western district manager, beams his approval. 


Extension Sales in the Sunset 


Year-end effort could yield all-time extension record for LT&T 


July and August may have been vacation months for 
many folk but not for our telephone salespeople. Sales is 
one item of business they apparently carry on, whatever the 
time or place. This is affirmed by facts and figures. Em- 
ployee participation by August 31 had accounted for more 
than 3,000 sales for 1958, with an annual gross revenue of 
$32,915. 

This includes a net gain of 1,964 colored telephones for 
one of the more spectacular sales activities. Station gain at 
the end of August was well above that of last year and in 
the realm of extension telephone sales it appears that we 
stand a goodly chance to break an all-time record. The 
biggest extension year was 1956, at which time we showed 
a 1,167 gain by August 31. The comparable figure for 1958 
stood at 1,123 on this date, thus indicating that, with added 
effort, we may be able to surpass our 55-year record. 

The tabulation shows that 296 employees have partic- 
ipated in the program during 1958, turning in 2,240 service 
requests. As you know, these figures are directly related 
to the results obtained. The greater the participation, the 
more the sales! 
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Something new on the streets of Lincoln is the Chevvy “Sales Wagon” 
crowned by its hugh colored handset. The car is used by Combinationman 
Dewey Lewis, outstanding telephone salesman, who stands beside it in the 
picture. The oversized telephone is moulded in pink plastic and is a 
spectacular display piece. Mr. Lewis is sure it opens many doors to him in 
his calls upon customers. 
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Mae Meduna “at home” in the new Wahoo office. She recalls that she 
moved into another brand new Wahoo office 34 years ago, come December. 


E. L. Dorland and his cohorts at 
Wahoo proudly threw open the doors 
of the exchange building on the after- 
noon of July 23 to display their new 
and modern telephone plant to the 
townspeople. Open House hours were 
from 1:30 to 9:00 p.m. and there wasn’t 
a moment of the time that the place 
wasn’t bulging with guests. The tally 
sheet registered 1,724 for the day, sev- 
eral hundred more than expected. 


The new office in immaculate order, 
with its beauty further enhanced by 
complimentary floral displays received 
from the Wahoo State Bank, First Na- 
tional Bank, Ericson Furniture Store, 
Wahoo Newspapers and the Chamber 
of Commerce. 

The public’s interest naturally gy- 
rated to the functioning of the new 
equipment and they gave strict atten- 
tion to the demonstrations given on 
local and long distance dialing. Em- 
ployees were stationed at salient points 
to explain the operation of the strange 
new devices, including toll timing and 
ticketing, microwave termination and, 
of course, switching equipment. 

The crowd moved along a charted 
course and at the conclusion of the 
tour refreshments were served by the 
American Legion Auxiliary. Souvenirs 
were presented to the men and women, 


In the panel at left: 1: Mae Meduna, center, greeted the visitors in the 
lobby. 2: Leona Benal, left, held her audience’s interest in the DDD demon- 
stration. 3: Ben Docekal points the way to the next item on the tour's 
agenda. 4: At the end of the tour—refreshments, souvenirs, balloons. This 
activity took place in the garage. 
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E. L. Dorland, area manager, threw a happy smile as he settled down at 
his new desk. Ed is rounding out a quarter of a century as Wahoo area 
manager. 


ahoo Holds Open House 


while the kiddies received gifts of bal- 


loons. 
Taking active part in the Open House 
were the following employees — and 


probably others: A. B. Gorman, E. L. 
Dorland, Loran Powell, Mae Meduna, 
Leona Benal, Ethel Daharsh, Jim 
Cruickshank, Don Rutledge, Elmer 
Neujahr, Bob Humiston, Elmer Bean, 
Louis Cink, Francis N:chelson, Mel Sor- 
enson, Ben Docekal, Ed Ernst, Harvey 
Armagost, Bob Gray, Linda Sipes, Viv- 
ian Dee, Gladys Ball, Irene Combs, Ar- 
lene Yarmon, Jennie Stoltenberg, Kar- 
en Sabatka, M. H. Metcalf, W. D. Quinn, 
George Keith, Ernest Barney and H. W. 
Spahnle. 

Mr. Dorland was congratulated 
warmly on the successful Open House 
by K. L. Lawson, general commercial 
superintendent, who said that every- 
one he had heard from on that subject 
was very favorably impressed. “We 
think,” he added, “such activities have 
a great value in building good public 
relations and in interesting the public 
in our various services. It gives people 
a chance to ask questions if there is 
something they do not understand. This 
undoubtedly does much toward in- 
creasing the use of the service and 
making its use easier and more pleas- 
ant.” 


In the panel at right: 5: Bob Gray, right foreground, gives the story of 
the antique telephones. 6: Don Rutledge, left, handied the local dialing 
demonstration board. 7: Jennie Stoltenberg and Milton Metcalf brush up on 
the DDD ticketer and printer. 8: Ernie Barney, facing camera, explains the 
auto switchboard. 
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R. H. Gray 


Nebraska City D. oo 
cial 40 Years 


Edith Mattson 
Stromsburg 
35 Years 


H. M. Studier 
Lincoln 
35 Years 


ese 


R. J. Connors W. R. Knee 


Lincoln Li I 


C. E. Hedstrom 
Hastings 
30 Years 


Kathryn Owens 
Nebraska City 
30 Years 


Alex Pauley 
York 
30 Years 


Ruth Rittenhouse 
Hebron 
25 Years 


D. W. Smith Lillian Campbell 
Beatrice Lincoln 
25 Years 15 Years 


Audrey McKeown 


Hastings Ethel Park 
15 Years Crete 


15 Years 


Ricka Schenk 
Fairbury 
15 Years 


Mary Tackett 
Nebraska City 
15 Years 


Alys White IH. Baer. 
Beatrice Superior 
15 Years 10 Years 
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A4 YEARS Sophia Windels, Syracuse. 


Ai YEARS A. O. Andrews, R. J. Donaldson, 
H. C. Smith, Lincoln: W. A. Letellier, Ne- 
braska City. 


AO YEARS D. R. Smith, Lincoln. 


39 YEARS F. F. Kubat, H. L. Whitney, Su- 
perior:; Hattie Marquardt, York. 


38 YEARS Erma Dixon, Geneva: H. F. Staley, 


Lincoln. 


37 YEARS Eva Davis, Weeping Water; L. H. 


Pierce, Lincoln. 


35 YEARS R. H. Gray, Nebraska City; Edith 
Mattson, Stromsburg; H. M. Studier, Lincoln. 


34 YEARS Lydia Jones, Seward. 
33 YEARS Myrtle Henline, Lincoln. 


32 YEARS R. D. Andrews, B. J. Sievers. 
M. GC. Walker, Vera Wasson, Lincoln; Vey 


Warren, Beatrice. 


31 YEARS G. E. Damon, Auburn; E. T. 
Dougherty, L. W. Neff, G. E. Walroth, Lin- 
coln; R. J. Weis, Geneva. 


30 YEARS R. J. Connors, W. R. Knee, Lin- 
coln: C. E. Hedstrom, Hastings; Kathryn 
Owens, Nebraska City; Alex Pauley, York. 


29 YEARS Ruth Fleischmann, V. B. Mussel- 
man, Lincoln; F. D. Nave, Fairbury; Dora 


Plessel, Seward. 


27 YEARS Hotilda Eurich, Friend; Camilla 
Selzer, David City. 

25 YEARS Ruth Rittenhouse, Hebron; D. W. 
Smith, Beatrice. 

23 YEARS A. L. Ager, Lincoln. 

22 YEARS G. T. Henderson, Lincoln; E. W. 
Neujahr, Syracuse. 

21 YEARS Beryl Leslie, Fairbury; Ada Shipp. 
York. 

18 YEARS Rose Denson, Nebraska City. 


17 YEARS H. E. Olsen, J. R. Shipp, Gladys 
Trumble, Lincoln; Vera Sweetser, Fairbury. 
16 YEARS Helen Adermann, Geneva; Knud 
Arngren, Ferne Burns, M. E. Royce, R. A. 
Stall, D. W. Utterson, Lincoln; W. R. 
Behrns, Wahoo; O. B. Dill, David City: 
G. E. Eggleston, Leta Holscher, Auburn: 
Jeanne Lytton, Fairbury. 


15 YEARS Lillian Campbell, F. P. Condos, 
Lincoln; Audrey McKeown, Hastings; Ethel 
Park, Crete; Ricka Schenk, Fairbury; Mary 
Tackett, Nebraska City; Alys White, Beatrice. 
14 YEARS Clara Chambers, Superior; Rethal 
Falk, Beatrice; Evelyn Menke, Fairbury; Shir- 
ley Hess, I. L. Olson, Lincoln; Lorraine 
Steckly, Nebraska City. 

13 YEARS J. D. Behrns, David City; Claude 
Clary, Jr., Plattsmouth; H. G. Cudaback, 
G. A. Fleck, Duane Grove, A. L. Higgins, 
C. F. Hutchison, Lincoln: C. J. Novak, Crete. 
12 YEARS Nettie Baker, B. T. Hayes, F. L. 
McCormick, D. R. McKean, Hastings; Emilie 
Bleich, Fairbury: F. D. Hamilton, R. L. 
Hohnstein, J. D. Lewis, J. H. Loudenback, 
R. W. Swanson, H. D. Wart, R. M. White, 


iversarties 


Lincoln: Edna Komma, Nebraska City; J. C. 
Minich, Friend; L. R. Reed, York; H. C. 
Rogers, Auburn; John Scheierman, Geneva. 


| 11 YEARS E. W. Drewel, E. O. Lytle, L. E. 
Reighard, M. O. Schneider, Lillian Sowers, 
Lincoln; Mary Goracke, Marcella O'Bryan, 
Beatrice; D. R. Joynt, Hastings; M. L. Pilfold, 
Weeping Water. 


10 YEARS J. H. Bauer, Superior; W. E. 
| Berkland, G. R. Bossung, W. J. Cotton, Jr., 
L. G. Ellis, I. C. Hellerich, M. E. Nickell, 
R. H. Smith, R. R. Wendell, Berthamae 
| Ward, Lincoln; J. H. Buck, York; Ruby 
| Clites, Nebraska City; R. M. Drake, Beatrice; 
Eve Dunning, H. F. Hansen, Lineah John- 
son, David City; J. L. Ruble, Fairbury; H. A. 
Williams, Pawnee City. 


4 9 YEARS R. H. Berggren, Ashland; R. H. 
| Hunzeker, G. L. Sinner, Sutton; F. L. Kip- 
ling, Auburn; B. C. Macholan, E. W. Moats, 
R. R. Schweitzer, Lincoln; G. D. Murrish, 
Hastings; Donna Nienaber, Beatrice; Veltha 
Poggemeyer, Nebraska City; M. D. Soren- 
son, Wahoo. 


8 YEARS Darlene Acord, J. W. Landen- 
berger, Crete; G. R. Clifford, John Ditten- 
ber, LaVaughn Reddish, Jacqueline Sheldon, 
R. J. Turner, Thelma Wisen, Lincoln; R. D. 
Lemkau, Hebron; Mildred Roberts, Wymore; 
Charlotte Wright, Osceola. 


7 YEARS P. M. Bailey, Reah Churchill, R. E. 
i Kennedy, W. A. Weygint, Dorothy Wise, 


—— 


Berthamae Ward 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


M. E. Nickell 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


R. M. Drake 


Eve Dunning 
Beatrice David City 
10 Years 10 Years 


G. R. Bossung 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Lincoln 
10 Years 


Alise Zalaiskalns, Lincoln; Jacqueline Craig, 
Hastings; Bonnie Teel, Nebraska City, M. K. 
Welsh, Plattsmouth. 


6 YEARS G. L. Benner, Hastings; E. P. 
Canarsky, Wahoo; Virgina Coffey, Seward; 
T. E. Fuller, Joan Jones, D. F. Neeman, 
A. H. B. Seamark, Jr., Joan Sprouse, W. L. 
Templin, Alvine Upitis, Lincoln; Mary Meis- 
ter, Tecumseh; Vera Nolte, Daykin; Norma 
Petersen, Wymore; Elva Remmers, Auburn; 
J. A. Rhodes, Tecumseh; Berniece West, 
Nebraska City. 


5 YEARS Eileen Brauer, Seward; W. L. Buck- 
land, A. D. Campbell, Houghton Furr, L. D. 
Jones, D. D. Manson, P. A. Metcalf, L. A. 
Tuxhorn, Velda Wickenkamp, Lincoln; Em- 
ma DeJong, D. L. Fisher, Humboldt; Bertha 
Duba, Crete; J. J. Richards, Nebraska City; 
Viola Wall, Geneva. 


R. H. Smith 


R. R. Wendel!! 
Lincoln Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 
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J. L. Ruble 


H. F. Hansen 
David City Fairbury 
10 Years 10 Years 


Lineah Johnson 
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W. J. Cotton, Jr. L. G. Ellis 
Lincoln Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 


1. C. Hellerich 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Ruby Clites J. H. Buck 
Nebraska City York 
16 Years 10 Years 


H. A. Williams 
Pawnee City 
10 Years 


David City 
10 Years 


This year’s funfest at Capit ol Beach a Record-Breaker 


__ It was only right and just that our Silver Anniversaly 
Picnic should be the biggest of all; for the August 9th gath- 
ering at Capitol Beach was the 25th such event in history 
—and the all-time attendance record was shattered with 
many to spare. 


made from the 13 names and that of Byron Pattison was 


proclaimed the winner. Guesses on the four o’clock temper- 
ature ranged from 65 to 106. 


There may be three things which are certain In this 
world—death, taxes and a record-breaking crowd at each 
Successive employee picnic. The latter happens so regularly 
that most of us have come to accept it as a matter of course. 

The crowd gathered steadily through the afternoon 


A pistol sharpshooting exhibition featured Al Dort, a 
local Gunsmoke celebrity, and was watched with interest 
by a large gathering. 

Hattie Staley was identified as the Mystery Person by 
Clem Bottorff. It was a repeat performance for Miss Staley. 
She was the Mystery Person once before—in 1949. 


and as the sun dipped lower the registration tables became 
the focal point of activity. Fair warning had been given to 
all that those who would eat must register. k 

And register they did—1701 of them—before the books 


The dinner menu was the talk of the evening. The piece 
de resistance of pit-barbequed beef carried a terrific impact 
upon the taste buds and most people voted the meal to be 
one of the most outstanding in picnic history 


. Company Picnic Statistics 


closed at 6:30. The former record was established last year After dinner the residue was cleared from the tables Year Date Place ecneccee 
Shee ue es eae ee. | and the picnic area turned into a giant casino. Folks stole 1912 7-31 Cap. Beach a00-—E 
The pienic bezan on schedule at 2 panes the registra- some furtive glances over their shoulder as they indulged 1913 7-24 Cap. Beach 600-—E 
tion tables and the carnival booths opened. The horseshoe in the games of chance. All, however, were strictly legal W915 ssa Sens beast Anes 
pitchers started their long contest to determine the doubles and it was Impossible to lose, even if one tried. So there 1923 8-16 Auto Club 475—E 
champions and the crowd began to swell. At 2:30 the trea- were none but winners as a towering stack of gifts went to 1924 6-21 Auto Club aie 
sure hunt was held and at four o’clock the races and con- holders of lucky numbers and full Bingo cards. 1926 28 UES n ena 
aS RA eine Carnival scorecards had been audited and winners 1927 7-28 Cap. Beach No Est. 
Most of our juvenile members have already discovered found to be Cherrie Quinn, Alvine Upitis, Dean Hobson 1929 6-28 Cap. Beach PAG: -Esh. 
this source of riches and eagerly awaited the chance to com- and Kenny Halter. Bob Stall and Frank Hendrix limped in 1930 7-31 Cap. Beach cata 
i | pete for the money prizes paid for win, place and show from the horseshoe courts, having just disposed of their last 1931 8- 5 Cap. Beach 750-—E 
Sean SOLS lar Hae Wawona. opponents, Dick Grant and Harold Ehrlich. 1935 8-30 Cap. Beach 700—E 
Following are the names of the money winners of the Meanwhile the youngsters, accompanied by worried 1945 8-18 Cap. Beach 550—E 
day: David Zimmerman, Tommy Bretta, Gary Zimmerman, parents, descended en masse on the midway where they 1946 8-17 Cap. Beach 450—E 
Kelly Ruth Hansen, Larry Nichelson, Wesley Lamberson, somehow managed to survive the thrills of 6,677 rides and 1947 8-23 Cap. Beach atii==k 
Diana Story, Sheila Zimmerman, Regina Dittmer, Diane concessions, also an all-time record. via a aca oe 
Liesveld, Janet Forke, Scarlet Jade, Mrs. Nelson LiesvelA, The general picnic committee was composed of Charles 1949 oie ree cp sie 
Mrs. R. L. Kuehne, Mrs. R. E. Washburn, B. W. Christner, Arnold, chairman, Charles Bouse, Tom Boyd, Estella Foght, 1950 8-12 Cap. Beach 910—R 
Al Ager, Bill Rosenthal, Jr., Nancy Story, Laurie Nichelson, Al Griffith, Dean Hobson, O. G. Hoffman, Robin Howell. 1951 8-11 Cap. Beach 857—R 
Nancy Carr, Shelly Stall, Dale Blackford, Tim Cavey, Derald Nelson Liesveld, Lyman Neff, Mary Pohlenz, Art Sharp, Don 1952 8- 9 Sap. Regen ne 
Shipp, Virginia Dittmer, Sherry Estelle, Marilyn Kuhne, Swanson, Jack Swigerd, Florence Tatman, Les Way and 1953 8- 8 Cap. Beach 1206—R 
Evelyn Nelson, Don Nelson, Rexine Bretta, Leo Bretta, Marla Wilma Wergin. They were ably assisted in the chores of 1954 8-14 Cap. Beach 1055—R 
Mahloch, Joy Cleveland and Mary Liesveld. the day by 122 other committee members, each assigned to 1955 7-30 Cap. Beach 1185—R 
At the stroke of four, Walter Roberts took a sharp look a specific duty. It gives some idea of the scope and com- 1956 8-11 Cap. Beach 1360—R 
at the thermometer and found the reading to be 90 degrees. plexity of a well-run family picnic. And the 1958 picnic 1957 8-10 Cap. Beach 1498—R 
He also found that 13 clairvoyant employees shared that was the biggest, the best, the champion of them all. The 1958 &- 9 Cap. Beach 1701—R 
figure in the temperature guessing game. A drawing was News bows low to those who shared in making it so. E — Estimated R — Registered 
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Although badly damaged by heat and water, the exchange building at Waco (left) escaped destruction 
in a fire that consumed three adjacent buildings in May 1918. 


Waco became LT&T’s 99th dial oper- ties. The exchange remained in the 
ated exchange with the conversion same two-story building through all 
which was held on schedule at 10 am., the years, though it had the narrowest 
August 12. Presently serving 243 tele- of escapes from destruction on the 
phones, the operating capacity with the night of May 5, 1918, when fire de- 
new equipment will be about double stroyed much of the block in which it 
that of the manual switchboard. Full is located, including the adjacent build- 
selective ringing is also provided for ings. The exchange building was saved 
rural subscribers. Long distance and through the superb efforts of the local 


service calls will now be routed to the firemen. 
York switchboard. The transition was witnessed by a 


Waco has long been a member of the goodly representation of former oper- 
ators including the following, who 


LT&T family of exchanges, joining our posed for a picture at the old operating 
organization with the purchase of the *60mat, Nélda. Smith. Tals Bowen. Bur: 
York County Independent Telephone yey Bouslough, Rose Clymer, Axia 
Company in 1912. This company was  Bouslough, Florence Roos, Lila Bul- 
operated by J. M. and W. E. Bell, both grin, Ray Stofer, Loyed Finley, Karen 
of whom were afterwards associated Romsdal and Myrtle M. Smith, chief 
with our company in executive capaci- operator. 
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M. L. Hodge Completes First 35 Years 


Clyde Burge, southern district manager, delved into the recesses of his descriptive vocabulary to 
uncover the exact and proper words to use in tribute to his fellow Beatrice pioneer, Leland Hodge. The 
event was Leland’s 35th service anniversary and the date was July 25. Once a construction mainstay, 


Mr. Hodge has served for the past dozen years as Beatrice wire chief. In the picture of the pin presen- 
tation, from left: Lioyd Oglesby, Lela Watson, Harlan Gillespie, Mr. Burge, Mr. Hodge, Bill Eckles, Dan 


Smith and John Brockmeyer. 
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A Squally Night 


Things looked pretty bad for the 
eastern part of the territory on the 
night of August 4 as the skies became 
filled with churning clouds and tor- 
nado warnings were flying high. Tele- 
phone plant survived well, considering 
that the wind reached whole gale ve- 
locity in several places and rainfall 
totaled up to seven inches in unofficial 
measurements. Most of the damage was 
to local circuits and they were soon 
remedied. 

Ashland was hardest hit with 150 
local and 400 rural telephones knocked 
out by wind and lightning. Wahoo re- 
ported 598 telephones out of service: 
Syracuse 300 and Nebraska City 214. 
Lincoln’s casualties were 1750 tele- 
phones. All together 2,818 telephones 
went kaput in Saunders, Cass, Otoe and 
Lancaster counties, as did several toll 
circuits. All were back in service in 
near-record time. 


Seeing Double 


That is the strange affliction that reached 
epidemic proportions at 21st & L until someone 
came up with the answer. There were really two 
of them, which explained why the Sievers boy 
could apparently be in two piaces at once. Jim 
and Jerry are 19-year-old twin sons of Bruce J. 
Sievers, assistant controller, and they have grown 
up exactly apace in size, weight and appearance. 
They have been employed for about a year as 
part-time warehousemen; one working the first 
half of the week and the other the last half— 
with both of them being about on Wednesdays. 
They’ve also carried a full-time farming job and 
extension studies concurrently with their telephone 
jobs. Russell Rauch, warehouse foreman, usually 
can tell them apart, partly from the way they 
wear their watches and belts, but he has been 
known to slip and credit Jim with some time 
that Jerry had worked, and vice versa. In the 
picture, Jerry is on the left and Jim on the right; 
not that the identification will do anyone any 
good, 


Promoted fo Leisure 


September 1 marked the entry of 
Charles G. Riedel, of General Shop, 


upon a new plane of activity and one 
which he _ expects 


to enjoy to the hilt. 
The alarm clock 
- will no longer ring 
m= out in the winter 
; darkness. No more 
will he turn his 
steps toward 2\lst 
and L while the 
balmy breezes 
beckon to the open 
road. Mr. Riedel has 
retired. He put aside 
the well-worn tools of a trade he has 
followed for more than 42 years. 


Charley came up from Arkansas in 


| May 1916 to join LT&T. His first as- 


signment was as groundman on the 
crew of “Dad” Rector. That alone was 
quite a distinction, for “Dad” was one 
of the most beloved and colorful figures 
ever to work for the company. 


The crew worked from a_ horse- 
drawn wagon equipped with only the 
crudest of hand tools. In the long span 
of years he spent as a construction 
man, Charles saw evolution in the mak- 
ing as new tools and methods super- 
seded the old. The wagon box gave 
way to a truck bed and later the labors 
of arm and back were absorbed by 
diggers, winches, power saws, cable 
spinners, etc. Construction work, he 
thinks, has changed as much as any 
other phase of the telephone business. 


A few years ago Mr. Riedel found 
that the rigors of the weather were 
best borne by younger men. He trans- 
ferred to the general repair shop, and 
came to enjoy its protection from Ne- 
braska’s extremities of heat and cold. 

Mr. Riedel was numbered among the 
dwindling ranks of World War I vet- 
erans to remain in active employment. 
He joined the large group of LT&T 
men in the signal corps unit that trained 
at Camp Funston late in the year 1917. 
Mr. and Mrs. Riedel expect to keep 
fairly busy around Lincoln with the 
maintenance work that may be re- 
quired on several properties which in- 
clude a farm, an apartment and the 
home. 


National Pioneers Meeting 


The annual convention of the USITA 
will be held in Chicago in mid-October 
and, coincidental with it, the Independ- 
ent telephone pioneers are also plan- 
ning a huge program in connection 
with their annual meeting and elec- 
tion. K. J. Boshart, chapter president, 
and Florence Tatman, secretary, will 
perform one of the initial official acts 
of their offices by representing the 
Frank H. Woods chapter at this meet- 
ing. 
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The summer of 1958 marks the 45th anniversary of the completion of LT&T’s 
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present general office building at 14th and M. We say “the summer of 1958” be- 
cause various departments were moving into the building during July and August 
1913, although the structure was not officially completed until September of that 


year. 


Plans for the erection of the building were rushed through when the com- 


pany suddenly trebled in size with the purchase of the Bell properties in 22 Ne- 
braska counties in January 1912. Its location at 14th and M was logical since 
it could thus adjoin the “automatic” building, LT&T’s original general office, 
which had been erected only nine years before. 

Excavation for the building began in August 1912, and the above picture 
was taken shortly afterwards. The hard-packed yellow clay was broken by a 
walking plow drawn by four horses. A crew of laborers then shoveled the dirt 
into waiting wagons to be hauled away. The wagon beds accommodated a square 
yard of earth—an amount still known as a “wagonload.” How different from the 
giant excavating machines, earth movers and dump trucks that have just fin- 
ished the excavation for our new general office building now rising a block 


away. 


The above picture was taken from a spot near the present elevator shaft with 


the camera pointed northeast. The “Automatic” building is in the left background. 
Dr. Tucker’s famous old animal hospital adjoins the alley across 14th street. The 
Christian Church shows at right on the ground now occupied by the O’Shea- 


Rogers building. 


Out-of-season Keglers 


Keeping their bowling eye sharpened 
up, a sizable group of telephone people 
rolled through the summer in the “air- 
conditioned” leagues this year. A nine- 
week doubles league at Bowl-Mor in- 
cluded the Mr. and Mrs. teams of Bob 
Stall, Deac Simpson, Lowell Johnson, 
Al Ager and Ken Versaw, as well as 
Ron Ueberrhein, Carl Ahl, Norma 
Somerheiser, Jerry Salber and others. 
Ueberrhein and Stall stood high in in- 
dividual standings at the season’s end 
with identical averages of 163. Salber’s 
team won the championship with a 
19-8 record. 

At Northeast Lanes, a telephone team 
rolled through an 11-week season to 


post a 15-8 mark in the final standings. 
Members of this team were: Dick 
Kuehne, Bill Rosenthal, Ira Spencer, 
Leonard Herbolsheimer, Red Wash- 
burn, Jim Ehlers and Bill Baker. 


Deweese Exchange Grows 


The exchange at Deweese was re- 
lieved of that “tight feeling” on July 8 
with a complete replacement of the 
central office-—building and all. The 
new dial equipment has a 60-line ca- 
pacity as compared with the former 
unit of 30 lines. The new exchange 
building is situated one-half block 
south of the former office. 

The exchange presently serves 91 
telephones, of which 65 are rural. 


Published in the interest of the employees of 
this company, to whom it is furnished 
without charge. 


J. H. HARTLEY, Editor 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 8, Nebr. 


A Rate Increase 
Will Benefit All 


The plight of many a small telephone 
company—and some not so small—is 
becoming all too apparent as the in- 
dustry progresses toward the pattern 
for national toll dialing. 

We have them all about us; little In- 
dependent companies, some of them 
merely switching groups of half a 
dozen subscribers. Nearly all of them 
have a common problem—they have 
allowed their plant and equipment to 
become so obsolete and run down that 
it is actually of a minus quality. Faced 
with the necessity of complete modern- 
ization and conversion to dial operation, 
many of the companies with an un- 
marketable plant and little or no re- 
serve with which to attempt a major 
job of reconstruction, throw up their 
hands in total frustration and despair. 

The fault lies back over the years 
when these companies neglected to seek 
and establish rates sufficient to al- 
low the maintenance of plant in proper 
condition and to build for the future. 
The story of our own application for 
increased rates (page 4) dwells on the 
economy of being able to spend money 
to provide better and cheaper service. 
One of the subscribers to this policy is 
Frederick R. Kappel, president of 
AT&T, who had this to say in a recent 
artiele: 

“If a low earning company hasn’t 
the money to invest in economies, it 
will have to have a rate increase to 
start the expenditures that will reduce 
the costs. This means asking the pub- 
lic to pay now for future benefits.” 

LT&T is now before the Railway 
Commission asking for better earnings 
and ample resources to put in im- 
provements and economies. We hope 
all employees are well enough informed 
of the need and reasons for the increase, 
so they may be able to convince others 
that an adjustment in rates will work 
for the betterment of all concerned. 
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Our Cover 

In almost every manner that a meas- 
urement could be made, the 1958 LT&T 
family picnic was the largest ever held. 
The official attendance of 1701 sur- 
passed the previous record with more 
than 200 to spare. More eats were eaten 
—more rides were ridden — more 
screams were scrum. As we heard a 
youngster say, “It was the most!” 


Clowns Harold Cudaback and Jim 
Geist would have ranked high in a pic- 
nic popularity contest, for they met 
the young fry as soon as they entered 
the grounds and presented them with 
high-flying balloons—as Harold was in 
the act of doing as the shutter clicked 
on this picture. The identity of the lady 
and the three pony-tailed dress-alike 
sisters is still a mystery, though we 
have made inquiry in many places. If 
you know who they are, please tell the 
editor. We’d like to present them with 
an enlargement of the cover picture. 


Heading Civic Projects 


Harlan W. Cane, cost engineer, was 
selected by Lancaster County commis- 
sioners for appointment as chairman of 
a personal property tax reappraisal 
commission. The newly formed group 
of three members will act as a policy 
shaping committee on problems relative 
to business property assessments in 
Lancaster County. Mr. Cane’s 35 years 
with LT&T have all been spent in spe- 
cialized work directly related to costs 
and taxes. 

Merle M. Hale, vice president, was 
appointed general campaign chairman 
for the 1958 Boy Scout Cornhusker 
Council’s annual finance campaign. The 
drive for funds will be held in some 
60 towns in southeast Nebraska in 
which no Community Chest or United 
Fund campaigns are conducted. Goal 
for this year’s campaign has been set 
at $18,500. 


Superior Service at Superior 


Eleanor Moran, operator, and Clara 
Mae Chambers, service assistant at 
Superior, share a talent with many 
telephone people in being able to rec- 
ognize many of their customers by their 
voices. Thus when one of the Superior 
subscribers, obviously in great distress, 
called to ask for help, they knew at 
once who he was. While she got in 
touch with the doctor, the other called 
the subscriber’s son-in-law who rushed 
to the older man’s home. Within 15 
minutes the latter was in the hospital 
and under the doctor’s care. 


It was well that aid was so promptly 
dispatched, according to the stricken 
man’s daughter, who afterwards wrote 
the company asking for the names of 
the helpful traffic personnel. She ex- 
pressed doubt that her father would 
have survived had he not received im- 
mediate attention. 


Now He’s Bowling 


Henry C. Woods, director, is sort of 
an editor himself. For years he has 
authored a sales bulletin for Sahara 
Coal under the title, “Musings of Uncle 
Hank.” The issue of August 19 in the 
form of a poem just about stopped traf- 
fic when it hit the desks around here; 
maybe because the truth of the lyrics 
struck close to home: 

“Who’s the stranger, mother dear? 
Look, he knows us—ain’t he queer? 
Hush my own, don’t talk so wild; 
He’s your father, dearest child. 
He’s my father? No such thing! 
Father died a-way last spring. 
Father didn’t die. you dub. 
Father joined a golfing club. 
But they’ve closed the club, so he 
Had no place to go, you see— 
No place left for him to roam— 
That is why he’s coming home. 
Kiss him—he won't bite you, child: 
All them golfing guys look wild.” 


Independents Advance 


One of the services of the USITA Is 
the compilation of an annual statistical 
volume which serves as a check-up for 
the Independent industry. In the issue 
just published, which includes a report 
of the year’s business for 1957, we find 
the pulse of Independent telephony 
beating strongly. Progress in the na- 
tional field is reflected in the following 
comparisons: 


1957 1956 
Ind. Tels. in U.S. 9,380,000 8,847,000 
Oper. Companies 4,096 4,376 
Oper. Revenues $697,000,000 $625,000,000 
Employees 99,900 98,000 


The breakdown for Nebraska showed 
155 companies in operation, serving 
237,300 telephones. This figure does not 
include those served by Northwestern 
Bell. 


Human Relations Leader 


Graduates of the company’s 14 classes 
'n Human Relations in Management 
have been urged to mark their calen- 
dars in anticipation of the annual H. R. 
Roundup, set for October 23, this year, 
at the Lincoln Hotel. Walter F. Roberts, 
personnel director, has been especially 
fortunate the past couple of years in 
obtaining men of exceptional ability 
as discussion leaders for the Round-up. 
His problem was to maintain that 
standard and he is happy to report 
that he has contracted for the services 
of a man who carries the highest recom- 
mendations. He is Dr. Howard Baum- 
gartel, who hails from the University 
of Kansas. 


Dr. Baumgartel served as a naval 
officer during World War II, and later 
attended Harvard Business School. He 
taught Human Relations and Economics 
for three years at the University of 
Kansas, then attended the University 
of Michigan for four years, attaining 
a Ph. D. in Social Psychology. During 
this time he worked at the U. of M’s. 
Survey Research Center in the Human 
Relations program. He returned to the 
University of Kansas in 1955 to assume 
his present duties in teaching business 
administrative practices, graduate and 


New Boards for 
Brock-Brownville 


Growing pains have caught up with 
the exchanges of Brock and Brown- 
ville, where the present dial switching 
equipment is scheduled to be replaced 
to provide both for normal growth and 
for the additional capacity that will be- 
come necessary as a result of the Au- 
burn conversion. 

At Brock, the present A.E. Type 10, 
100-line board will be replaced by a 
Type 11 unit, equipped for 120 lines. 
The new board will provide for full 
selective ringing on rural lines. 

As a prelude to the equipment 
change, it was necessary to enlarge the 
CDO building and this was done by an 
ingenious method, even while the pres- 
ent equipment within was chattering 
merrily on. The building was split in 
two, from top to bottom, moved apart 
and widened four feet. The extra siding 
was spliced in place while the roof 
was preserved and used intact through 
the device of reducing its pitch. There 
was not an instant’s service interrup- 
tion. The architectural assignment was 
handled by Jack Swigerd of the en- 
gineering department’s building design 
section. 

At Brownville, the present North 
Electric 60-line unit will be replaced by 
an A.E. Type 10 board equipped for 
100 lines. Both exchanges will initiate 
subscriber toll dialing at the time of 
the conversion of the Auburn exchange. 


Howard Baumgartel, Ph. D. 


undergraduate courses in Human Rela- 
tions, and social and industrial psychol- 
ogy. 

A program of events for October 23 
is being sent to H. R. graduates and 
their reservation requested at that time. 


And Away We Go 


It looks like the biggest season in 
history coming up in company bowling 
circles as men’s teams from Seward, 
York, Crete and Fairbury, and an ad- 
ditional one from Hastings, join the list 
of those to wear LT&T colors. Another 
ladies’ team is also taking the alleys at 
Crete. Last year’s territorial represent- 
atives included men’s teams at Has- 
tings, Beatrice, Stromsburg and Tecum- 
seh and a ladies’ team at York. 


The Lincoln ladies’ league is already 
at competition at Bowl-Mor Lanes, 
having changed the bowling night from 
Friday to Monday at 5:15. Teams and 
captains are designated as follows: 
Scatter Pins—Shirley Krautheim; Busy 
Signals—Rosie Fahleson; Tele Flashes— 
Mickey Ward: Shiftless Three—Judy 
Burcham; Four Jokers—Mary Pohlenz; 
Nameless Three—Pearl Lawson; Traf- 
fic Stoppers—Rexine Bretta; Live Wires 
—Verley Duer. 


Properties Bought at Sutton 


LT&T concluded the purchase, in 
early August, of three lots at Sutton. 
The properties lie across the street 
south from the Occidental Hotel on 
what is known as the Welch corner. 
Present buildings on the lots, consist- 
the Ochsner shoe repair shop, will be 
torn down to make way for a future 
telephone exchange building. 


New Employees 


Accounting 

Ann ‘Fletcher <.22.0.. Machine Opr. ...... 7-21 
Janet Jenkins _....... Machine Oor. ...... 7- 2 
LeRoy Juengel ...... Machine Opr. ...... 7- 1 
Helen Short .......... Machine Opr. ...... 6-26 
Marjorie 

Wetenkamp ........ Machine Opr. ...... 6-23 
Mary Weyers .......... Machine Opr. ......8-11 

Commercial 
Kay Binderup .......... Clerk, Hastings ....6-16 
Harla Peterson ........ Clerk, Hastings ....8- 8 
Sharon Raburn ......-- Clerk, Lincoln ...... 6-30 
Maudie Slocum*...... Clerk, Lincoln ...... 6-25 
Plant 
bes, Kee BOGOR: s2.di conc Grdmn., Lincoln ..7-14 
Roger Bates ............ Grdmn., Lincoln ..8-18 
Adam Bott: .ccccccccne. Janitor, Hastings ..6-23 
Jake Frickel .......... Swchm., Lincoln ..7-2] 
Eugene Schrank*...Swchm., Lincoln ..7- 1 
Stanley Schwietzer..Swchm., Lincoln ..7- ] 
Leona Shurtleff*__.... Typ., Cent. Plant ..6-17 
Irene Stuhr -..........- Svc. Opr., Cent. PI..7-21 
Traffic 

Hazel Armstrong*....Opr., Auburn ...... 6-22 
Corrine Bartels*...... Opr., Lincoin ...... 8-12 
Sylvia Bledsoe ........ Opr., Lincoln ...... fo ZS 
Judith Borgman ...... Opr., Lincoln ...... 8-1] 
Margie Claus ........ Opr., -Lineoln: <..... 8-1] 
Linda. Cordes ........ Opr., Lincoln ......8-1] 
Shirley Glasgow .....- Opr., Nebr. City....8-11] 
Flora Haberman ....Opr., York .......... 7-28 
Janette Jensen .......- Opr., Lincoln _..... 8-1] 
Joanne Nelson .......- Ria: WORE cies 7-29 
Margaret O’Brien ....Opr., Geneva ...... 8-1] 
Susan Randolph ...... Opr., Lincoln __.... 8-12 
Deanna Remmers ...-Opr., Auburn ...... 6-23 
Norma Robbins*...... Opr., Lincoln ...... 7~ 7 
Leila Sylfest*.......... Opr., Lincoln ...... 7- 7 
Judith Tunks .....2...- Opr., Auburn ...... 7-14 
Beatrice Wylie -......- Opr., Lincoln ...... 7- 7 


* Re-employed 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


Following is the total amount of claims 
paid by the Telephone Employees’ Mutual 
Benefit Association during July and August 
1958: 


Primary Members..50 Claims..$5,640.90 
Dependents .......-.- 28 Claims.. 2,440.53 


$8,081.43 


Fire Watcher 


The Nebraska City News Press for 
August 26 carried a yarn about one 
of our favorite people. We'll quote it 
verbatim: 

EXTRA! Roy Ojers, sojourning untii Septem- 

ber 1 in the Minnesota wilds, is an official 

fire-fighter. A forest blaze broke out near 
his headquarters and it was interesting to 
sit on the porch and watch the women carry 
water. About two acres were burned over 
before the conflagration was extinguished. 

The blaze broke out twice after the initial 

fire. “Didn’t like the heat or the smoke,”' 

the Nebraska Citian writes .. .” 


Happiness Ahead 


Wilma Ball, Lincoln Traffic, became the 


bride of T/Sgt. Erwin Felty in a ceremony 
performed at the Christian Church in Ord 
on July 19. 


On July 11 at St. Peters Lutheran Church 


in Tecumseh, Jim Ehlers and Lois Othmer 


were united in marriage. Jim works in the 
Lincoln Switchroom. 


JoAnn Gloor and Edward Knapp were 
married July 19 in a ceremony performed 
at St. David's Episcopal Church in Lincoln. 
JoAnn is an employee in Toll Equipment, 
Lincoln. 


The wedding of Marlene Holsten, Lincoln 
Commercial, and Fred Castles, Jr. took place 
July 5 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in 
Minden. 


Judith Jane of Lincoln Traffic was married 
to David Imus at the Grace Methodist Church 
in Lincoln on August 23. 


Bernardine Rempe, Lincoln Traffic, and 
Fred Thompson were married in Lincoln on 
August 22. 

Beverly Schroeder, Lincoln Traffic, and 
Dean Cromwell said “I do” at the Methodist 
Church in Haddam, Kansas, on July 21. 
They honeymooned in Colorado Springs. 


Martha Vculek, Fairbury Traffic, and S. D. 
“Tiny” Hanau, Fairbury Plant, were married 
in Denver, Colorado, on July 24. 


ae 


Gladys Walker Tallies 35 


The accumulation of a long span of 
service pays a double compliment, 
shared by both the employee and the 
company. Thus we take pride in record- 
ing the 35th anniversary of Gladys I. 
Walker, of Seward Traffic—a depart- 
ment that probably can boast of a high- 
er average service record among its 
members than any other in the organ- 
ization. Of a dozen employees, the five 
longest records are 37, 35, 34, 30 and 29 
years, respectively. 

Miss Walker’s service date was July 
16. She appears at left in the picture 
above, as her 35-year pin was presented 
by H. W. Spahnle, district manager, 
center. Lydia Jones, chief operator, is 
the third member of the group. 


Lincoln Keglers Roll 16 Abreast 


Formative meeting of the bowling league was held August 13 at 15th & M. The above group repre- 
sented the various teams at this meeting. Most of them were subsequently named as captains. Be- 
ginning at center foreground and clockwise around the table: Ken Versaw, Les Way, Charlie Arnold, 
Lowell Johnson, J. B. Howat, Irv Schneider, Chas. Connors, Bob Cardwell, Bob Barnett, Dean Hobson, 
Ron Ueberrhein, Carl Ahl, John Backstrom, Al Ager, D. B. Boerrigter. 


On Wednesday, August 27, the tele- 
phone men bowlers took to the lanes 
as a single group, lining up shoulder 
to shoulder from wall to wall as 16 
teams set out upon the long and stormy 
trail that leads to the championship 
next May. With 119 men signed up as 
regulars or substitutes, this will be the 
first time in company bowling history 
that all 16 alleys have been utilized for 
the telephone league. Last year the 
group expanded from eight to 16 teams, 
but the league was split in two, with 
half rolling on Wednesday and half on 
Thursday evenings. 

Officers of the league for the cur- 
rent season are: John Backstrom, pres- 
ident; Ken Versaw, vice president; and 
Carl Ahl, secretary-treasurer. Teams 
competing are: General Commercial, 
Business Office, Equipment Engineers, 
Outside Service, Inside Service, Toll 


Equipment, Accounting, Switchroom, 
Transmission Engineers, Outside Plant 
Eng., Construction, Shop, Supply, Bug 
Hunters, Pole Setters, and Splicers. 


Numbered among our Hastings bowlers are, from 
left: J. C. Selko, Merle M. Heath, Ed J. Jurgck, 
D. C. Enderle and D. E. Webb. 


Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Billings are the parents 
of a daughter, Vickie, born July 31. Jack 
works in Beatrice Plant. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Gray announce the birth 
of Thomas Jeffrey on July 17. Joe is em- 
ployed in Engineering. 

Mr. and Mrs. Duane Grove announce the 
arrival of a son, Gary Jay, on August 29. 
Duane works in Supply. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Hall are proud to 
welcome Tracy Gail, born August 1. “Perky” 
is on leave from Lincoln Traffic. 

A daughter, Mary Kaye, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Ivan Hellerich on August 4. Ivan 
works in the Lincoln Switchroom. 

A son was born to Mr. and Mrs. Valdean 
Kershner on July 14. Elaine is on leave 
from Hastings Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. W. LeCure welcomed 
a boy, Bruce Alan, on August 5. Mary 
Jane is on leave from Nebraska City Traffic. 


A daughter, Diane Marie, was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Amel McVay on July 28. Amel 
is employed in Auburn Plant. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Oliver announce the 
arrival of a daughter, Sally Lynn, on August 
18. Dorothy is on leave of absence from 
Hastings Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Richardson are the 
proud parents of a daughter, Denise Rae, 
born June 3. Faye is on leave of absence 


from Hebron Traffic. 


Mr. and Mrs. Myron Schroder announce 
the arrival of Jody Lynn on July 21. Marilyn 
is on leave from Lincoln Traffic. 

A son, John Robert, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Don Young on July 1. Don is a com: 
binationman at Beatrice. 

Steven Anthony is the new member of the 
Merle A. Lohmeier household. He arrived 
August 30. Merle is in Central District Plant. 


The Shame of the Times 


Nebraska’s highway death toll for 
1958 will likely exceed that of any 
former year if the present grisly pace 
of killings is maintained. In the 63 
years that have elapsed since the first 
automobile fatality was reported in 
1895, more people have been killed in 
traffic accidents than in ALL wars of 
the United States. The count represents 
military personnel killed in conflict 
from the Revolutionary War to the 
Korean affair. 


It’s an appalling thought —of this 
ruthless killer, putting another person 
to death every 14 minutes, day and 
night; some of them in a most horrible 
manner. That’s right. More than 100 
persons are being slaughtered every 24 
hours. Not in a foreign country but 
right here in the civilized (and motor- 
ized) United States. And for each day 
that rolls by another 6,000 injuries are 
suffered in traffic mishaps. That means 


that 250 persons are hurt every hour— 
more than four a minute. 


Each year we destroy an average of 
4.500 children under 14 years of age. 
Each year we kill some 8,500 pedes- 
trians. 


It’s a shameful situation and we all 
must share the blame. We tend to ac- 
cept traffic deaths as an inevitable 
aspect of modern life and almost as 
calmly as we accept the common cold. 
Public lethargy makes law enforce- 
ment difficult and gives the small num- 
ber of driver delinquents, who remain 
impervious to all safe driving appeals, 
an implied license to take chances with 
others’ lives. 


We can have safe highways by giv- 
ing support to the efforts of states, 
communities and courts to cure the 
tragic ills. Law enforcement officials, 
too, can do a much better job if they 
have popular support. Let’s think and 
act on this all-important subject — 
NOW! 


Promotions, Transfers, Title Changes 


| 


Joan Jones 


Accounting 


Ethel Daharsh, chief operator, Wahoo, to 
Revenue Accounting, Lincoln. 


Commercial 
Joan Jones, service representative to Junior 
supervisor, Lincoln. 
Mary Schirmer, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 
Maxine Scott, clerk to service representa- 
tive, Lincoln. 


Plant 


Donald Boerrigter, lineman, Construction, 
to combinationman, wire chief's office, Lin- 
coln. 

Joseph Bruce, Jr., equipment repairman 
(temp.), Supply, to frameman, Lincoln 
Switchroom. 

Donald Cole, groundman to lineman, Con- 
struction, Lincoln. 

Carl E. Crouse, driver to driver-lineman, 
Construction, Lincoln. 

H. G. Cudaback, switchman, Lincoln to 
Pawnee City. 

James R. Frye, splicer’s helper, Construc- 
tion, Hastings to Lincoln. 

Dean D. Manson, lineman, Construction, 


Lulu Brockie 


H. A. Williams 


to combinationman, wire chief's office, Lin- 
coln. 

Charles E. Olson, groundman to lineman, 
Construction, Lincoln. 

Jack Pamplin, groundman to splicer’s help- 
er, Construction, Hastings. 

Roger Weber, combinationman, Fairbury, 
lo wire chief’s office, Lincoln. 

Harold Williams, switchman, Pawnee City, 
to installer-repairman, COE, Tecumseh. 

Marion Wynn, frameman, Switchroom, to 
male clerk, wire chief's office, Lincoln. 


Traffic 

Mary Beaty, service assistant, Wahoo, to 
Lincoln. 

Ruth Boyd, operator, Nebraska City to 
Lincoln. 

Lulu Brockie 
Wymore. 

Rose Meduna, operator, Wahoo to Lincoln. 

Inez Olsen, service assistant, Wahoo, to 
Lincoln, 

Anita Sherrets, operator, Wahoo to Lin- 
coln. 

Jean Vanek, operator, Wahoo to Lincoln. 

Rita Vyhlidal, operator, Wahoo to Lincoln. 


, Operator to service assistant, 
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Thank You Neighbor 

For it is Walter F. Roberts’ next door 
neighbor who is telling him, in the 
above picture, what a fine fellow he is. 
Our personnel director had just pre- 
sented her with a fine rod and reel for 
the very good reason that it belonged 
to her. He was trapped by his own 
honesty; a disgusting virtue, he thinks. 


Which gets us far ahead of our story 
which reads like a “who-dun-it.”’ 


The vacationing Mr. Roberts was 
fishing at Upper Lake Manitou, in 
Western Ontario. Now this lake is 
roughly 15 miles wide and 45 miles 
long and lies a good 850 miles from his 
hometown of Wahoo. These statistics 
are important in making this a good 
tale. 


He’d dropped his hook into 80 feet 
of water when he felt a tug on the line 
and pulled to the surface a new fishing 
rod, with reel, line, sinkers and spinner 
bait still attached. 


When he spied the costly piece of 
equipment, Mr. Roberts indulged in a 
wistful thought. “I’d sure like to keep 
it,’ he hankered. “I hope the owner 
isn’t someone I know.” 


But the guide told him that a lady 
had lost just such equipment in the 
lake a couple of weeks before and had 
tried without success to recover it. His 
description of her, and a check of the 
register, disclosed that she was Mrs. 
Bill Placek, who lives next door to Mr. 
Roberts in Wahoo. 

Mrs. Placek had previously told Mr. 
Roberts of her fishing excursion but 
failed to mention the loss of the rod and 
reel. Thus she was able to register a 
mixture of genuine astonishment, ela- 
tion and gratitude when Mr. Roberts 
walked into her home carrying the lost 
treasure. 


Some of our local mathematicians 
have pondered the chance of such an 
occurrence coming to pass and have 
stated conservatively that 1t wouldn't 
be very often. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


Folks in the district office also shared the 


vacation spotlight. “Our boss’ Howard 
Spahnle and family journeyed to “sunny” 
California where they visited the fabulous 
Disneyland... . Ernie Barney took two weeks 
vacation around home taking it easy and, of 
course, entertaining the young Mr. Barney. 
.. At this writing our wire chief, George 
Keith, is busily planning for a week's vaca- 
tion and that long anticipated fishing trip. 
... Your correspondent spent the Labor Day 
weekend working at a church food booth at 
the State Fair and was quite amazed at the 
amount of food consumed by fair visitors. 


David City Area 


by Vivian Dee 


Merna Bates, Traffic, spent her vacation in 
California. Ella Ferguson and family 
spent their vacation fishing in South Dakota. 
... Phyllis Lukasson spent her vacation in 
Kansas. ... David City folks attending the 
rate meeting in Lincoln were H. W. Arma- 
gost, O. B. Dill, Irene Swan and Vivian Dee. 


Nebraska City Area 


by Norma Jean Dettmer and Betty Christensen 


Vacations also seem to be the most impor- 
tant topic around Nebraska City. ... Mary 
Ross and Lois Hoback spent their vacation in 
Denver... . Betty Phillips painted her house. 
... Dorothy Everett, Margaret Watkins and 
Cleora Lawrence took it easy at home.... 
Adele Ganzel spent a week at the Eighth 
Crow Lake, Minnesota. The neighbors across 
the pond were Ivan and Mrs. Livingston. . 


Warren Eltiste spent a few days at David City 
and Exeter. ...Mr. and Mrs, Al Letellier and 
Evelyn Denson and children vacationed at the 
Lake of the Ozarks. ... Charles Stock spent 
his time fishing. ... Ruby Clites vacationed 
in Oregon and Lillian Bader in Illinois. ... 
Eunice Jun spent her vacation at Scottsbluff. 
... Recent visitors in the office were the 
Jolly 29’ers 4-H Club from Dunbar. ... Don 
Jacobson, Syracuse plant, took a week’s vaca- 
tion to work around home and just loaf. ... 
Don has also been helping install dial tele- 
phones at David City. ...A recent visitor to 
the Syracuse office was Aldean Woods Sim- 
mons, a former employee. ... Norma Jean 
Dettmer took one week of her vacation and 
went to the Black Hills... . Linda Fallers en- 
joyed her vacation just loafing around home. 
. .. Seven Syracuse employees and their fam- 
ilies attended the company picnic in Lincoln. 
. . . Sophia Windels, Elmer Neujahr and Nor- 
ma Jean Dettmer attended a company meet- 
ing in Lincoln. ... Elmer Neujahr attended 
nurses’ graduation exercises for his daughter, 
Patricia. . . . Joyce Hofker spent her vacation 
at the State Fair and at home... . Betty Peo- 
ples took a week of her vacation during the 
County Fair. 


Platismouth Area 
by Thelma Tritsch 


Claud Clary and wife spent two weeks 
fishing in Minnesota. The fishing was only 
fair but the resting was perfect. ... Alice 
Sharpnack looks happy and well rested after 
a very leisurely vacation... . Grace Heigl en- 
joyed spending her vacation with her children 
at the beach and other places of interest... . 
Helen Ofe visited neighboring towns during 
her vacation. ... Rose Janda vacationed at 
home. ... Bob Humiston vacationed in the 
Black Hills. ... Guests at the office in July 
were Mr. Woods, Mr. Hale and Mr. Lawson. 
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In the picture, from left: Kay Rising, Jack Shadley, Howard Fager, Bob Benton, Jim Ehlers, Clair 
Kohli, Dean Spencer, Bob Livingston, Roger Wickman and Leonard Herbolsheimer. Manager of the team 


was Bob Livingston. 


“Softballers Split Their Wins 


LT&T softballers trod the diamonds at Lincoln again this year after a season’s absence. 
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The boys 
got off to a fine start, but vacations and lagging interest claimed their toll and the final summary of 
league play found them with a mark of 500,” representing ten games won and a like number lost. 


Seward Area 
by Helen Norwood 


Vacations are still the center of attraction 
at Seward. Shirley Niemann of Com- 
mercial visited at Knob Noster, Missouri... . 
Virginia Coffey and Gladys Walker spent 
their time leisurely at home... . Martha Merz 
visited in Norfolk. . Helen Norwood and 
husband enjoyed their vacation visiting rela- 
tives and friends and sightseeing in Denver 
and Colorado Springs, and at Cimarron, New 
Mexico. Manager Rutledge and family 
visited relatives and went sightseeing in Estes 
Park and Denver, and also visited in Weeping 
Water. ... Those attending the LT&T picnic 
from Seward were Mike Svoboda, Howard 
Eickman, Jerry Shipley and their families. 
... Visitors at the Seward office recently 
were six employees from the Plattsmouth 
area. ... Lola Langner, Commercial, is being 
congratulated on the arrival of a new grand- 
daughter, Karen Elizabeth Langner. 


Wahoo Area 


by Mae Meduna 


Francis Nichelson spent his vacation at 
home putting in a new basement. ... E. P. 
Canarsky moved into another home during 
his vacation. ._ E. L. Dorland and family 
spent their vacation in California. They re- 
ceived quite an honor on the way when they 
stopped in Thermopolis, Wyoming, and were 
made guests of the city for the day. They 
even appeared on the local television pro- 


gram. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
by Marcelene Behrends 


Vacations have been in full swing the past 
two months. George Eggleston relaxed at 
home, and Mike Carr was kept busy remodel- 
ing his house... . Amel McVay enjoyed help- 
ing care for and getting acquainted with his 
new daughter. Fenton Kipling spent a 
week fishing in Minnesota and the other week 
recuperating at home. Myron Birdsley 
visited friends in Loveland, Colorado; Wash- 
ington, Kansas; and at Ogallala. He also en- 
joyed a tour through the Rocky Mountains. 
_.. Vivian Kinghorn visited her sister at 
Stromsburg, and Marcus Johnson visited rela- 


tives at Sidney, Iowa. ... Recent visitors at 
Auburn were President Woods and Messrs. 
Hale, Lawson and Burge... . George Eggles- 


ton is the proud owner of a new boat, trailer 
and motor, and Fenton Kipling has swapped 
for a new boat. We feel the telephone com- 
pany is well represented in the Boat Club at 
Brownville. Four employees own boats and 
almost every Sunday they cook dinner out in 
the open and enjoy riding on the Missour1 
River. Those participating are the Egglestons, 
Rogers, Kiplings and Behrends. 


Beatrice Area 


by Marilyn Vonderhaar, Veronica Siske 
and Frank Fisher 
Vacationers included Vey Warren who had 
relatives visiting her from Oregon, and Lola 
Boughtin who had a wonderful visit from 
brothers and sisters in California. ... Mar- 
cella O’Bryan spent part of her vacation in 
Indiana where she did a little horseback rid- 


ing, of course suffering the consequences of 
a tenderfoot. She also learned how to put on 
a big barbeque. . Virginia Coon spent a 
weekend in Elk Horn, Iowa, where she saw 
some of the disasters of the recent flood in 
that area. ... Marilyn Vonderhaar and Mar- 
cella O’Bryan spent some time visiting in Val- 
ley Park, Missouri, with a former operator, 
Barbara Portrey, who is now Sister Regina 
Montfort, a Novice in the Maryknoll Mission- 
ary Order of Sisters in Missouri. ... We're 
happy to have Edna Mahloch back after her 
surgery and convalescence. . More vaca- 
tioners. Frank Fisher and Bill Eckles both 
went to Colorado, while D. Gollehon and Don 
Leber both vacationed in the Black Hills... . 
Carieta Woelke spent her vacation in Cali- 
fornia. .. . Frank Beck visited relatives dur- 
ing his vacation, and so did Veronica Siske 
who went to Burchard and Seneca, Kansas. 
... Fred Stoll attended the Burwell Rodeo. 
He received the Grand Champion award for 
his stallion at the Gage County Fair this year. 
... Frank Nevitt was very successful fishing 
at Long Pine recently... . At-home vacation- 
ers included Lauren Strough, Loal Genrich, 
Lambert Eitel, Beverly Rotzin, Lloyd Oglesby 
and Jack Billing. .. . Don Gilmore attended 
the J.-C’s summer planning convention in 
Falls City August 16 and 17. 


Crete Area 


by Loretta MclIInay 


Vacationers are returning to work, perhaps 
a bit reluctantly. Les Burch and family vis- 
ited relatives in Fairbury and in Kansas. . 
Loretta McIlnay and two children spent a 
wonderful two weeks in Cincinnati and while 
there attended a baseball game at Crosley Field. 
... Berl Strayer and family visited relatives 
in Seattle and Tacoma and an uncle in Idaho. 
_.. Arlene Musil and husband vacationed 
with relatives in Wyoming, South Dakota and 
Colorado. . . . Freda Keller enjoyed her vaca- 
tion at home with her family... . At Wilber, 
Harvey Robinson vacationed at home. He 
also attempted to do some harvesting at York 
but was prevented by rain... . Leon Rezny, 
switchman at Lincoln, was a recent caller at 
the Wilber office. 


Fairbury Area 


by Lois McCord 


There are many vacations to report this 
time. Arleen Holloway and husband visited 
her sister in Topeka, Saw a baseball game 
between the Athletics and the Red Sox (they 
were at the game the day the tornado went 
over Kansas City) and went fishing at Alma 
... Tiny Hanau visited his mother in Denver 
. Emilie Bleich visited her sister and 
family in Centerville, S.D... - Irene James 
vacationed with relatives in California. 
Among the many interesting places she vis- 
ited along the way were Carlsbad Caverns, 
White Sands, New Mexico; the oil fields at 
Las Vegas and the Hoover Dam .. .- Martha 
Veulek and Edna Schoenrock and_ family 
were among vacationers in Colorado, and 
Joyce Robinson and family visited friends 
there . . . Bonnie Harris and Fern Hohbein 
visited Bonnie’s sister in Denver and were 
also at Colorado Springs .. . Loretta Voll- 
stedt and husband were also visitors in Colo- 
rado Springs. Mandane Reid papered 
the house, entertained guests, and attended 
a family reunion during her vacation 
Irene James is a frequent visitor at Harlan 
County Dam where she has learned to water 
ski . . . Joyce Robinson's husband has been 
released from the hospital where he had been 
confined as the result of an accident while 
water skiing . . Dorcas Slater’s niece and 
family from California were her recent 
guests ... She also entertained guests from 
Indiana and Michigan . . Other California 
guests were Annabelle Stocker’s sister and 
Anne Snell's sister. The latter is here to 
attend the wedding of their sister Betty . 
Jeanne Lytton had relatives from Indiana 
visiting at her home . . . Helen DeBord va- 
cationed at home, and so did Gerald Caley 
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Edna Komma, Nebraska City Traffic, stayed 
in the saddle in this contest with a stuffed bronco 
on her Black Hills trip. The picture was taken at 
the famous Wall Drug Store in the Dakota Bad 
Lands. 


who helped houseclean . . . Jack Ruble spent 
his vacation working ... Vera Nolte of Day- 
kin spent two days at the Burwell Rodeo. 
She has recovered from an accident suffered 
when she fell from a tree while picking apri- 
cots ... Lela Pfingston of Tobias is recup- 
erating from an operation ... Joan Nespor 
has returned from a leave of absence, and 
Cecilia Siegel has started toll training. She’s 
finding out there’s a lot to learn ... Jack 
Ruble and wife spent a recent weekend in 
Lincoln . .. Carol Grummert is sharing her 
house with a swarm of bees and each day 
she comes to work nursing a new sting on 
various parts of the anatomy .. . Congratu- 
lations to Fern Hohbein and Sharon Fisbeck 
who are flashing big diamonds .. . Yours 
truly visited in Wyoming and attended the 
rodeo and steer roping at Laramie. 


Pawnee City Area 
by Avis Collar 


Vacations are almost a thing of the past 
in the Pawnee City Area this year. However, 
Avis Collar and family just enjoyed the re- 
mainder of theirs visiting in the Dakotas 
and Indiana Carl Franzen is back on 
the job after a very relaxing vacation 
Mrs. Wert and husband were Sunday visitors 
in Lincoln at the new home of their son Bill 
and family We all extend a warm 
welcome to our new switchman, Harold Cuda- 
back, and family from Lincoln. 


Tecumseh Area 
by Leila Douglas 


Some more vacations to report. Juanita 
Waring enjoyed a trip to the Black Hills 
where she attended the famed Passion Play 
at Spearfish. She also visited Mt. Rush- 
more National Memorial and Yellowstone 
Park . . . Bud Wheatcraft vacationed in 
Colorado ... Norma Lee Hahn enjoyed her 
vacation sightseeing in South Dakota, Yel- 
lowstone Park, Salt Lake City and Loveland, 
Colorado. She reports the most exciting 
time she had was feeding the bears, which 
is illegal—but she didn’t get caught ... Dick 
McCoy helped his father with farm work ... 
Don Meister spent two weeks at Guard Camp 
in Minnesota ... Inez Meister spent a week- 
end in the Ozarks . .. Marge Cottingham vis- 
ited in Nebraska City . . Cecile Morehead 
spent her vacation in Lincoln taking care 
of her granddaughters and getting acquainted 
with her new grandson. Her granddaughter 
Pamela and friend from Lincoln later spent a 
weekend in Tecumseh with Cecile . .. Irene 
Shew relaxed at home during her vacation 

. Mary Meister spent the July 4th week- 


aad it 19 Veo 


end in Denver Norma Lee Hahn and 
husband flew to Jefferson City, Mo. ... The 
fang presented Jim Smith with a set of 
luggage when he transferred to Auburn .. 

We wish to welcome the Harold “Willie” 
Williams family who transferred from Pawnee 
City ... Clara Costello enjoyed a visit with 
her sister from California who was here to 
help her move. Clara was to furnish the cake 
for a birthday party for Leila Douglas but 
on the day the guest of honor and friends 
gathered for the party Clara was ill. In- 
vestigation showed that there was no cause 
for concern over the lack of cake because 
everyone was a day too early for the party. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 


AS the weeks roll by, so do vacations, and 
looking back over those days are Joan Fisher 
Nata Hershey, Gladys Stiers and Erma Dixon. 
Mrs. Stiers and family vacationed with Billy, 
who is in the Air Force . . . Lowell Garrett 
reports a very exciting two weeks spent in 
Old Mexico Our thanks to all those 
people who had birthdays and treated the 
rest of us to candy and cookies ... We are 
happy to report that Margaret Sanburg, chief 
operator at Shickley, is progressing nicely 
after a fall which resulted in a leg injury. 


Hastings Area 


by Pat Sperry 


This year vacationers are traveling far and 
wide, but the girl who had the longest and 
most unusual trip is LaDelle Shidler, who 
enjoyed a lovely vacation stay in Jamaica 
She flew there, having spent a little time 
Sightseeing in New Orleans, La. We are 
happy LaDelle could have such a wonderful 
trip and experience ... Many of our other 
girls are reporting interesting trips. Moreane 
Alldritt spent her vacation in Iowa. Ruth 
Compton and Lucy Kuhlman journeyed to 
Colorado, and Jacqueline Craig spent some 
time in South Dakota. Helen Rothfuss and 
Judi Hempey went to Minnesota. Our chief 
operator, Marie Pearson, traveled east to New 
York, Washington, D. C. and other points 
of interest. Edith Seward spent her vacation 
in Baltimore, Md. and Surrounding places 
Betsy Keith managed to have two trips. She 
visited her brother in Texas, where he is 
stationed, and later journeyed home to Ala- 
bama to spend a little time with her parents 

= It’s hard to tell which is the most daz- 
zling, Dixie Price’s smile or the new diamond 
ring on her left hand . Roxie Weber is 
at home convalescing from a recent opera- 
tion. She is steadily improving and expects 
to be back with us soon. 


Hebron Area 


by Viola Evans 


Most of our news this month centers around 
vacations. Mary Bethscheider, Traffic, en- 
joyed a three-weeks vacation touring the 
New England states and Canada, and visiting 
relatives in Michigan. Esther Wittenberger, 
chief operator at Alexandria, spent her va- 
cation visiting relatives in Ogallala. From 
the plant department we learn that Bob 
Lemkau and family enjoyed a vacation in 
Colorado Springs, and Ronald Francis spent 
his at home. Wauneta Schmit. janitress, also 
vacationed at home... . Helen Trent, Traffic 
left August 15 for San Francisco, where she 
will make her future home. Eva Stutz, Traffic 
recently undewent surgery at the Concordia 
Hospital . Area Manager and Mrs. Well- 
man celebrated their twenty-fifth wedding 
anniversary August 1. Our congratulations to 
Mr. and Mrs. Wellman and may they cele- 
brate many more anniversaries, 


Stromsburg Area 


by Betty Beebe 


Vacations are still in the news. Edith Matt- 
son, cashier at Stromsburg, spent her vacation 
at Yellowstone National Park. Osceola vaca- 
tioners were Betty Beebe, Charlotte Wright, 
and F. G. Rowlison. ... On August 22, Area 
Manager Wait, Edith Mattson and Betty B-ebe 
attended the Commercial meeting held at Hast- 


ings. 


Superior Area 
by LuEtta M. Braun 


he Superior area was well represented at 
ee anal picnic in Lincoln. Those attending 
were Mr. and Mrs. Frank Kubat, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Culver and family, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Max Melvin and family. From the traffic de- 
partment were Bertha Andersen and Edith 
Parsons. ... Robert Culver has been working 
at David City where he is taking toll equip- 
ment installation training. ... Donna Snavely 
spent her vacation in the Ozarks, and Josephine 
Tieskoetter attended the rodeo at Phillipsburg, 
Kansas, and visited relatives in Omaha. Dale 
Bollman, Plant, and family spent the week of 
August 18 in the Black Hills.... Area Manager 
Kubat attended the Jay Husker golf tourna- 
ment held at Fairbury, where he won Ist place 
in the 2nd flight play-offs.... Farewell par- 
ties were held by the traffic department for 


Joline Allington and Glenda Balty.... LaVetta 
Dunn’s husband has returned to the States 
from overseas duty in the Army... . Clara 


Chambers, service assistant, and Eleanor 
Moran, operator, were pleasantly surprised to 
receive a thank-you card and a $5.00 bill in 
appreciation of the way they handled an 
emergency call for a subscriber. 


Sutton Area 


by Catherine Cassell 


On July 12, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Mankamyer 
and daughter, Kay, attended the wedding of 
their son, Jack, to Martha Stark at LaGrange, 
Wisconsin. Those attending the annual 
pienic at Lincoln were Mr. and Mrs. J. H. 
Mankamyer and Mr. and Mrs. A. D. Cassell.... 
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Moorhead and Beverly 
spent their vacation in Colorado and Wyoming. 
_.. Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Sinner and children 
spent their vacation in Denver visiting rela- 
tives. They also attended the rodeo at Burwell. 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


The 4th of July weekend found folks heading 
in various directions for the holiday. Pat 
Bozak and husband, Jerry, traveled to Fuller- 
ton for a visit with his family. Barbara Carnes 
and “Yours Truly’ spent the day at Central 
City visiting and swimming. Kathy Sughrue 
attended a family picnic at Geneva. ... There 
were many vacationers last month. From 
Plant, Alex Pauley and family traveled to 
Idaho and Estes Park. From Traffic we 
learn that Minnie Sanmann vacationed in Cali- 
fornia, Evelyn Critel spent her time at home, 
and Velma Garlock at Warsaw, Indiana. Re- 
ports are that she enjoyed bicycle riding, mini- 
ature golf, and swimming. Several girls spent 
vacations at home, including Imogene Stein- 
gard, Hattie Marquardt and Genevieve Graff. 
Edna Pflughaupt, chief operator, started her 
vacation September 7, planning a trip to 
Denver and Las Vegas, Nevada... . Looking 
rested and happy, Area Manager Nelson re- 
turned from touring several southern states. 

On August 22, Mr. Nelson, Mrs. Pflughaupt 
and Kathy Sughrue attended the Commercial 
meeting held in Hastings. . Thursday night, 
July 10, York received a heavy rain and wind 
storm, and the traffic department found need 
for extra operators. So the girls came running 
—decked out in jeans, overalls and aprons... 
June Moore, Commercial, returned to work to 
help out during the Waco cutover and direc- 
tory time. 
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July 16 marked the anniversary of Carl Ahl as a member of the accounting department. On that 
date in 1923 his name was inscribed on the payroll. To the benefit of LT&T it’s been there ever since, 
for Carl not only performs excellently as supervisor of the general service section, but plays a part as 


sort of ambassador at large in the realm of good will. Few people have a wider, stauncher circle of 
friends than he. All of Cari’s service has been in the “‘addressograph” or general service section. 


In the picture of his 35-year service pin presentation are, from left: George Mann, Otto Nelsen, 
Mr. Ahl, Larry Connealy, Bob Ross, Don Nelson, |. J. Devoe, M. W. Franklin, Harold Brady and Dick 


Spohn. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


“A week before we went we decided to go,”’ 
explained Irene Stolz, referring to the 4,200 
miles they had just driven. ‘‘That’s the best 
way to do it—then you leave home half the 
things you never would have used anyway. 
Of course you might forget something you 
should take. Herb almost forgot to take me— 
well, we left kind of early; it was still dark. 
Actually I was asleep until we hit North Platte. 
The noise woke me. We spent a half day in 
Denver and bought six cartons of cigarettes 
(couldn't decide between the hard flip-top 
box or the soft, comfortable, crushable pack 
that you can sit on without great shock). Well, 
six cartons in tow, we headed for the Canadian 
border. We had a lovely time in Canada— 
Banff, Lake Louise, etc. Dewey Nelsen recom- 
mended Elk Island N.P. which he said had a 
herd of 10,000 buffalo in it. When he was there 
you didn't dare get out of your car. We saw 
two. The guy ahead of us in an Omaha car 
asked us where the buffalo were. He hadn't 
seen 10,000 either. It’s just a shame how the 
buffalo are decreasing. Anyway, when we 
crossed back into the U. S. there were two 
custom stations but we had only gone thru 
U.S. customs on our way in So since we didn't 
see a sign saying stop, we by-passed the 
Canadian customs. We vaguely heard a siren 
blowing as we breezed across but what could 
that mean to us? U.S. custom (ers) were nice 
but the Canadians didn’t like us at all—when 
they caught up with us.”’... Others in Ac- 
counting were also on the go: Martha Dietrich 
saw “too many people’ in her tour of New 
York City, Niagara Falis and Washington, D.C. 
Grace Hauschild took another long trip, this 
time up and down the west coast. Marlene 
Quinn enjoyed activities at Lake Okoboji. That 
Colorado magnet drew Dick Spohn to old 
mining towns: Cripple Creek and Fairplay; 


and John Backstrom to Estes. Ron Ueberrhein 
vacationed in Yellowstone, Charles Lindgren in 
Halsey, and Ferne Burns in Omaha. Then there 
are those who work on their time off: moving 
and setting up her new apartment filled Ruth 
Strong’s vacation hours. Planning the terrac- 
ing of one of his farms occupied B. J. Sievers’ 
time. Helping sand sheet rock for the home 
her sister is building kept Velda Decker busy 
Labor Day weekend. ... Labor Day also pro- 
pelled Harold Brady to Minnesota, and the 
Retzlaff Rough Riders to camp out at Fremont 
with boat. ... Baseball attracted Evelyn Alm 
to Kansas City over the Labor Day weekend. 
John Backstrom and Dennis Heidbrink also 
managed to take in some Kansas City baseball 
this summer... Pat McIntyre is planning 
a move to campus this year. ... Expecting a 
dog in February, Betty Sherwood is also plan- 
ning a move to a new apartment—and is get- 
ting the furniture to fill it.... George Mann 
has acquired a new red-and-white Plymouth. 

Jody Jones finds herself deserted by her 
husband who took off for a fishing trip in 
Canada. ... Verna Frerich's fiance is off to 
Labrador for a year. ... Congratulations to 
Phyllis Jelinek who received a sparkling dia- 
mond for her birthday July 28. 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


Once again most vacations are just a mem- 
ory and we are getting ready for the rush 
before directory closing. . .. Congratulations 
to Esther Baker, who is wearing a beautiful 
diamond, and to George Hancock who gave a 
diamond to his one and only... . Jean Baker 
is the proud owner of a ’58 Ford, Fairlane 500. 
From all reports it does not set idle in the 
evenings or on weekends... . Bert Kirchhoff 
has left us to attend airline stewardess school 
in Kansas City, Missouri. Those who have 
heard from her say she likes it very well. 

. . Marlene Nuttleman has also resigned to 
leave for overseas to join her husband in 
Orleans, France. It has been quite a chore to 
get everything ready and to take all the re- 
quired shots. . Jenny Wurtz is leaving to 


join her husband who has finished school. 
They will travel in the northwest in their new 
‘58 Mercury before deciding where they will 
live. ... Mary Wanek received pictures of 
the World’s Fair in Brussels which were taken 
by her husband who is stationed in Germany. 
We are looking forward to seeing them. . 
Mary Ellen and Marv Hansen have purchased 
a new three bedroom home in East Manor, 
and will move in about the first of October. 
... W. J. McDowell moved into a new air- 
conditioned fourplex. He really appreciates 
the first floor and the use of the back yard 
after being on 3rd floor so many years... 
Jerry Salber and his brother moved to a new 
apartment—seems as though the ash trays 
were full at the old one... . Recent visitors to 
our office were Nancy Connealy and daughter 
and Sheila Schabacker and her two daughters. 
. .. Shirley and Dale Heiliger’s son Brad cut 
his leg on a broken pop bottle when he was 
with his grandparents and required 25 stitches 
to close the cut. We are very glad to hear he 
is getting along just fine. ... The vacations 
have been too numerous to mention and we 
had people in all parts of the country. Every- 
one had a wonderful time and really that is 
all that is necessary. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


This is the time for vacations and welcome 
visitors. In to see us during the past two 
months were the following: Earl Kilpatrick 
from Washington, D.C., Ed Dulin from Cali- 
fornia, J. A. McKinzie, Roy Cleveland, F. E. 
Behm, and Jarvis Dennis. Yours truly 
spent two very enjoyable weeks in July in 
“Sunny California’’ visiting relatives and 
friends, also going places and seeing things in 
and around Los Angeles and San Francisco. 
While in Los Angeles saw the Cardinals and 
Dodgers split a double-header and, in San 
Francisco saw the Cincinnati Redlegs beat the 
Giants. Claude Helm went fishing at 
Memphis Lake over the Labor Day weekend 
and he thinks he .really got ‘‘took’’ by two 


little boys who sold him a dog for $2.00. He 
took the dog home, bought dog food, fed and 
put him in the fenced back yard. Later Claude 
went out to see how the dog was and there 
was no dog. Now Claude is wondering just how 
many times that dog has been sold. ... We all 
extend our deepest sympathy to Earl Moats 
whose mother passed away August 11, and to 
Robert R. Guthrie whose father passed away 
August 22. Now for the news from our other 
departments: 


Custodial 


by Paul Radebaugh 


Ervin Pfeifer attended the wedding of his 
cousin, Jack Mankamyer, July 12, at Chicago. 
Jack is a former employee of this department. 

. . Received a nice letter from Dan Fisher, 
who is with the Navy Air Force stationed at 
Pensacola, Florida. Dan is attending Pre-Flight 
School as a Naval Cadet. He says he enjoys 
the beach and the ocean, also that he is re- 
ceiving the News and enjoys it very much... . 
Ed Krantz vacationed in Marietta, Georgia, 
visiting his daughter. Also toured Atlanta, 
Chattanooga and Nashville. Ed said he en- 
joyed the trip very much... . Yours truly and 
family vacationed in the Black Hills and Bad- 
lands of South Dakota. The scenery is beauti- 
ful and we had a very interesting and enjoyable 
trip. ... Lyman Neff and wife vacationed in 
Washington and Oregon visiting his daughter 
and grandchildren. Lyman said they had a 
wonderful time, only the weather was a little 
warm at times. . Fred Bredow and wife 
spent his vacation in Colorado, touring Colo- 
rado Springs, Estes Park, etc. He reports a 
fine trip. 


Toll Equipment Section 
by JoAnn Knapp 


Frank Norton and wife spent part of their 
vacation in Minneapolis. His intentions were 
to fish; however, the fish had other ideas as 
he never caught a single one. The remainder 
of his vacation was spent in Illinois visiting 
relatives.... Milton Metcalf and family visited 
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Something new has been added—a testing method designed to reveal one’s affinity to computing 
machines or “electronic brains.” It has been found that persons with certain traits and abilities learn 
more readily the operation and mechanics of computers than others. This ability will certainly be a 
requirement if, as expected, the computer method will soon put in an appearance in the accounting 
department. A specific aptitude test has been designed to disclose the presence of these traits in 
individuals. Many of our accounting people already have taken the tests and others are scheduled to 
do so later. New applicants for positions in the department are also given the test. The one shown 
above is being given by Ralph Retzlaff, standing, to a group composed of both applicants and em- 


ployees. The test was held August 7. 


Class members, clockwise from lower right: Mary J. Weyers*, Jeanette Mook, Margaret Mueller, 
Cozette Wallman*, Pat Sieck, Anne Fletcher*, Irene Stolz*, Ruth Strong*, Mr. Retzlaff*, Pearl Powell, 
Barbara Shirey*, Marjorie Wetenkamp*, Emily Cantu’, Shirley Suhr, Marlene Quinn*. (* designates 


employees. 


his sister in Lexington for part of his vacation. 


The rest was spent loafing at home... . David 
Guthrie and wife boarded the train for Chi- 
cago to visit Mrs. Guthrie’s sister. ... Wallace 


Gake and family made a trip to the Black 
Hills in South Dakota. ... If prizes were to 
be given for clean yards, then Perry Caldwell 
and John Loudenback should win them as that 
was how they spent their vacation. ... Henry 
Peachman, Irv Schneider and Lloyd Buckland’s 
vacations were taken up resting at home. . 
If you should happen to see a beautiful new 
1958 Ford, the owner probably is Arlo Stahly. 
. Bill Wolfe and family spent their vacation 
in Ensign, Kansas visiting Mrs. Wolfe’s sister. 
... Yours truly changed her name July 19 to 
Knapp. We took a trip to Kansas City, Missouri 
for several days and spent a couple of days 
in Fort Scott, Kansas. Had a wonderful time. 
. Donald Hessler and wife went to Colorado 
for several days and then back through the 
western part of the state and spent the rest 
loafing around home. 


Wire Chief's Section, 14th & M 


by Marilyn Jo Osborn 


C. W. Semple and wife spent a week’s vaca- 
tion in the Black Hills fishing and sight seeing. 

. Jim Howland and wife, with Jim’s parents, 
spent two weeks fishing and sightseeing in 
eastern Colorado.... W.J. Cotton and family 
journeyed to California... .R. H. Zimmerman 
and wife vacationed at Scottsbluff, visiting 
Ray’s sister. ... C. H. Mischnick and family 
traveled to Minnesota to fish. . Roy Mills 
and family traveled through the Black Hills. 

. R. H. Wart spent one week of his vacation 
in Ann Arbor, Michigan with his father, Har- 
old, who underwent a heart operation. Harold 
is reported feeling better.... I. E. Doran and 


family went fishing in Minnesota. ... J. E. 
Findley and family spent their vacation at 
Ottertail Lake, Minnesota, fishing. ... Homer 


Olsen and son Gordan traveled to Kansas City 
to attend the Boston-Kansas City baseball 
game. Highlight of the game was Bob Cerv 
night. ... L. D. Jones and family spent their 
vacation visiting relatives in South Dakota. 
... Marvin Joosten and family journeyed to 
Harlan County Dam. ... R. W. Blackford 
spent a week's vacation in August in the Black 
Hills.... R. E. Chamberlain and family trav- 
eled to Missouri; while there they attended the 
Chicago White Sox and Kansas City Athletics 
baseball game. ... Sandra Lipskey and hus- 
band spent their vacation in Colorado. ... Mr. 
Pattison and wife spent two weeks’ vacation 
in Canada fishing and boating. ... Vaughn 
Baum and wife spent two weeks’ vacation in 
Canada fishing.... L. P. Livingston and wife 
also spent their vacation fishing in Canada. 
...L. C. Jenkins took a week's vacation and 
attended a Safety meeting in Denver.... Those 
spending their vacations at home were Donna- 
belle Schumann, Hazel Higgins, Magdalen 
Heser and Homer Olsen. ... Yours truly took 
a week’s vacation and spent it in Estes Park. 
Colorado, swimming, resting and eating. ... 
Others who enjoyed vacations are the follow- 
ing: J. Albrandt, R. M. Green, A. L. Higgins, 
J. T. May, J. R. Shipp, P. J. Eisenbarth, R. M. 
White, V. P. Spears and R. W. Tejcka. 


Wire Chief's Section—21st & L 


by Art Albers 


Gene Kalkwarf and wife went fishing at Al- 
liance. ... A house-warming is in order at 
the home of Francis Smith which he com- 
pleted during his vacation. Bob Hohn- 
stein relaxed at home during his vacation. 

. Fishing was very good in Minnesota for 
Curley Wilson as that is where he spent his 
vacation. .. . Dewey Lewis spent his vacation 
visiting relatives and also going to York... . 
The weather was good to Don Smith as he 
was able to paint his house while on vacation. 

.. Knud Arngren visited relatives in Iowa. 

Merle Lohmeier spent two weeks at 


home rocking the new baby. ... E. W. 
Drewel spent his vacation in Bern, Kansas. 
harvesting wheat and plowing corn... . Jerry 


Miller and family spent one week of his vaca- 


Visitor From Hawaii 


Ray Alden, chief engineer of the Hawaiian Tele- 
phone Company, Honolulu, T. H., stopped at Lin- 
coln while en rcute home from the east, hoping to 
gather information and pointers in a comparative 
study of the mutual problems and projects of the 
Hawaiian Tel. and LT&T. No doubt he filled his 
notebook, for we have problems aplenty. In the 
picture, Mr. Alden sits between Paul H. Henson, 
chief engineer, and Merle M. Hale, vice president, 
in the latter’s office. 


tion in Yellowstone Park....A.R. Balderson 
spent most of his vacation visiting his sister; 
had a family reunion and also did a little 
fishing at Wilber. ...L. E. Vosika spent his 
vacation just relaxing at home and did a 
little fishing in between. ...K. J. Ferguson 
took a trip to South Dakota to fish and visit 
relatives. ... On his vacation R. R. Wendell 
attended the races and also painted his house. 

.. A. C. Brunke visited a sister in Denver 
during his vacation. ... Joe Miller and wife 
had a very nice vacation, visiting with and 
entertaining relatives from Alaska and Flori- 
da. Part of the time was spent at their cabin 
at Blue River Lodge in Crete, where Joe 
managed to get in a little fishing. All in all 
they had a very nice vacation. ... Others 
who enjoyed vacations during July were: H. 
Gesch, L. G. Hansen, H. S. Kundson and T. H. 
Roller. 


"2" Office 
by Al Ager 


Robert Turner and family visited relatives 
in Auburn during the weekend of July 28, and 
the following week attended the American 
Legion Convention at North Platte. Bob plays 
the drums in the Drum and Bugle Corps.... 
Ronald Smith, who is taking Bus-Ed, has 
completed another session of summer school. 

.. Chris Lyberis spent his vacation helping 
his wife take care of the baby. ... Yours 
truly spent a weekend in July visiting rela- 
tives in Seward and also visited Geo. Meiers. 
a former employee, now retired. Two we>ks 
of vacation in August were spent baby sitting 
while the wife worked. 


"3" Office 


by Howard Stroup 


Vern Hutchison spent his three weeks of 
vacation doing chores and working around 
the house, such as painting, ete. ... Roy 
Shelton journeyed east in July, going to New 
Hampshire to visit relatives. On the return 
trip he lost his billfold on the Turnpike near 
Buffalo, New York. He had the State Troop- 
ers looking for it and they found it on the 
Turnpike and returned it to Roy with every- 
thing intact. ‘‘Lucky Shelton.” ... Vacation- 
ing for one week in the Black Hills and the 
Bad Lands of South Dakota was James 
“Rocky’’ Shepard. The other week he visited 
relatives around Topeka. .. Renos Kunz 
spent most of his vacation in Holt County 
racking and stacking hay for his father-in- 
law. The last four days were spent at Platts- 
mouth visiting his folks and also friends at 
the Tel. Office. 


"A" Office 


by Robert Thallas 


Wm. Baker spent two weeks training at 
Gulfport, Mississippi with the Air National 
Guard... . Gerald Carter, family and in-laws 
went fishing at Johnson Lake and caught 26 
white bass. We have no proof of this as 
Gerald had the camera but no film. ... One 
day while there Jerry had an experience with 
a swarm of hornets. It seems as though he 
went to the outside rest room and the door 
would not stay closed so he slammed it, 
causing the hook to catch, locking him in 
with a swarm of hornets. We understand 
there was quite a commotion until his wife 
came to his rescue. . Clem Bottorff and 
wife took two weeks of his vacation journey- 
ing through the Smokies and Blue Ridge 
Mountains; Washington, D. C.; Miami, Flori- 
da; and then back to Lincoln via the Ozarks. 
On his vacation in August for one week they 
traveled to Lake Okoboji, through Minnesota 
and into Canada. While in Canada they went 
motor boating on the lake and a party at 
camp shot a black bear. Some campers took 
home some of the meat but Clem was a little 
reluctant to try it. On the way back they 
stayed overnight at Duluth on the lake front 
and another night at Alexander Lake, then 
home. Clem says they have now been in 48 
states, and that is an awful lot of scenery to 
see. ... George Albury and wife took a trip 
to Michigan, Upper Peninsula. Points of in- 
terest were Copper Harbor Mining at Sault 
St. Marie. They took a boat ride through the 
Canadian Soo locks and came back through 
the American Soo locks. An interesting thing 
about the locks is a 21 ft. rise between Lake 
Superior and Lake Huron. It takes 815 min- 
utes to complete the rise. They also went 
across the Mackinaw Bridge, which cost $3.25 
to cross just one way. 


"5" Office 


by Arlene Swanson 


Myrel Ifland and family, along with the 
Bob Stall family, vacationed in July by fish- 
ing, ete. at Park Rapids, Minnesota. . 
Howard Smith and wife took their trailer 
house and boat to Fremont where they 
camped along the lake, fishing, boating, 
swimming, etc. Wayne Berkland spent 
the first week of his vacation boating and 
Skiing on Oak Lake and the second week h2 
camped at Lake Okoboji just taking life 
easv, spending most of his time reading and 
snoozing in a hammock. . Ivan Hellerich 
painted the trim on his house and was baby 
sitting with his two sons while Mrs. Hellerich 
was in the hospital. ... John Hardesty spent 
two weeks in the National Guard Camp at 
Camp Ripley, Minnesota and Robert Flowers 
spent two weeks training at Gulfport, Mis- 
sissippi with the Air National Guard. 


"6" Office 


by R. Guthrie 


Darrell Neemann and wife spent two weeks 
vacation at the Grand Tetons and Yellowstone 
Park. ... Lowell Brown spent two weeks 
with the National Guard at Gulfport, Mis- 
sissippl. . Don Weikle and family vaca- 
tioned by going to the Ozarks where they 
had a very nice time. 


Engineering 


V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Gay Henderson is our only engineer who 
paints, with a bucket. Most of us patiently 
apply paint to our premises with a brush. Not 
Gay—he climbs up and drops it off a ladder. 
He contends this way you cover a lot of ground 
in a hurry. Besides, the splotches in your hair 
prove when you get back to the office that 
you didn’t waste your vacation just fooling 
around. Gay's story opens: “I was painting in 
the back yard at my mother-in-law’s. She told 
me to stay away from her new all-aluminum 
door.'’ We conclude from this that his wife 
had persuaded him to leave the home place 


alone and his mother-in-law wouldn't let him 
bring the stuff in the house. Assuming he 
spent an hour dropping buckets of paint, that 
back yard must be fantastic. That fellow could 
paint Lincoln in a day. This may be the he- 
man’s answer to finger-painting. If Grandma 
Moses could watch him work, we'll bet she’d 
wish she was 75 years younger. The way Gay 
operates, he could put a boat in it and go 
rowing.... ‘‘Those are raccoons,’’ pointed out 
Bob Cardwell at the State Fair’s wild life show 
(not on the midway) to one of the three small 
Cardwells. ‘“‘When will they turn into butter- 
flies?”’ one of them demanded. From one of 
Orville Spencer’s lepidopterist youngsters this 
would have come as no surprise, for with 
Orville if it isn’t a butterfly it isn’t worth 
chasing. Of course, it hasn’t always been that 
way. ... People with more than one pair of 


shoes have their troubles, too. Marian Lanning, - 


who is one of these, went home down the alley 
one night recently. She says she wishes she 
could have gone home on two different routes. 
Of course, she could have told everyone she 
was being initiated into something or other. 

Brick Smith visited the Iowa State Fair 
one Saturday in August. He flew over with his 
son. It was Brick’s first airplane ride. As an 
afterthought he mentioned the trouble they 
had with one wheel and the fire truck that 
was standing by when they landed. Has any- 
one ever seen that fellow ruffled? ... Joanne 
Schwieger spent her vacation out in Idaho and 
to date has brought back the department’s top 
fish story—fifty perch. Joanne says she car- 
ried them home in buckets. Gallantly avoid- 
ing the question of size—but assuming they 
weren’t small—conjures the picture of a beauti- 
ful Lincoln steno staggering across Idaho 
carrying all those buckets. ... Other vaca- 
tioners have been Orville Spencer, Canada; 
Bob Cardwell and Vic Musselman, Yellow- 
stone; Tom Goldenstein, Minnesota; Glen Mc- 
Cown, Black Hills; Bob Kennedy, Colorado.... 
Buck Isaman spent the month of July at Michi- 
gan State University but insists it wasn’t a 
vacation. ... Ken Versaw and family are now 
en route to California. Their new station wagon 
and plans to camp should make an enjoyable 
combination. 
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One Bean Makes a Meal 


Ivan Doran, Lincoln Plant, has been reading of 
the record crops produced in the vicinity, but he 
was unprepared for the yield of his own small 
garden. He sent away for some seeds of the 
“guinea bean” expecting to have a few messes 
during the season, but the beans kept growing 
longer and fatter until he finally decided he‘d bet- 
ter start eating them before they pushed the 
house off the lot. Ivan holds one of them in the 
picture above. In his other hand is a sample of 
his sweet corn growth, with four ears sprouting 
from a single stock. 


General Commercial 


by Marlene Kuhl 


Vacations seem to be the main interest right 
now. George Walroth visited in Georgia; Lee 
Schlentz, South Dakota; Ruth Kadavy, Chi- 
cago; and Chris Ford, Colorado. ... Bill 
Quinn and Ken Boshart attended the national 
Elks convention in New York City. The Lin- 
coln lodge ritualistic team, of which both are 
members, represented all lodges in Nebraska 
by virtue of winning the state ritual contest 
held in Ogallala during May... . The General 
Commercial girls gathered at Ruth Kadavy's 
one Saturday for a luncheon and afternoon 
of playing the card game “Thirty-One.” In- 
cidentally, guess who won the pot. Yes, it 
was the hostess. . Dorothy Bader, who is 
leaving for California this month, was hon- 
ored at a farewell party at Lee's. We 
welcome Leona Shurtleff, who joined our 
department on September 8. 


—— 


Lincoln Traffic 


Kathleen Carey, Associate Editor 


Crisp cool days, exciting new clothes, foot- 
ball plans, and school starting make us feel 
that Lincoln is a lovely place to live, espe- 
cially in September. Many have enjoyed 
glamorous vacations and are coming back to 
work rested and refreshed. Wilma Wergin 
found Canada a land of enchantment; Lillian 
Campbell spent three glorious weeks on the 
west coast; Dorothea Heckman thought Colo- 
rado Springs was a charming spot; while 
Doris Hardt preferred California... . Theresa 
Peters has memories to cherish of a family 
reunion when alt her children and grand- 
children gathered at her house for a precious 
week. Wilma Felty, who was recently 
married, was a guest of honor not long ago at 
Italian Village. She was presented a sift. « - 
Rexine Bretta reports their car mileage hit 
12,000 at exactly 12:00 the other night. sae % 
Elaine Hawkins enjoyed a week in Minnesota 
and Minnie Allen made her annual sojourn to 
the same state in July....A bridal shower 
in the form of a picnic was held recently for 
Beverly Cromwell with Evelyn Koch as host- 
ess. ... We felicitate Mardelle Favinger for 
her engagement which was recently an- 
nounced. ... A going-away party was held 
for Sheila Mitchell on Sept. 4 at the “Steak 
House.” ... Mary Beaty spent some time in 
Denver on her vacation, as did Viola Clough. 

Betty Behm answered a trib light the 
other day and a lady said to her: “Excuse me, 
operator, I should have 00’d first.” «...-Dere- 
thy Peterson notifed a customer that her 
three minutes were up the other night and 
was surprised to get a lecture on the in- 
accuracy of our electric timers. The lady 
assured Dorothy that her egg timer was much 
more accurate and according to it she had a 
few more grains to go, so would Dorothy 
please adjust the time accordingly. 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Marcia V. Watson, Associate Editor 


Mostly about vacations: Kay Portsche and 
husband motored through the Black Hills and 
Wyoming on their vacation. Margaret 
Francis spent hers visiting at Phoenix, Arizona, 
with her sister Ramona, a former employee. 

_™M. C. Walker enjoyed a visit with friends 
in Denver ere he traveled on to Estes and 
Allen’s Park. ... Thelma Spellman spent her 
vacation at her brother’s home in Denver, 
meanwhile recuperating from an injured 
shoulder. ... Mary Hessler visited relatives at 
Fort Collins, Colorado, enjoyed a trip through 
Roosevelt National Forest, La Paudre Valley, 
Cameron Pass and Chambers Lake. She also 
visited at Winner, South Dakota; and Craw- 
ford, Columbus, Humboldt and Omaha, Ne- 
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Getting Taller 

“Growing like summer corn” might best describe 
the progress on our new general office building 
since it was last pictured and reported in the July 
News. Although we experienced one of the wet- 
test summers in history, work on the building sel- 
dom came to a standstill and the huge structure 
seemed to grow without breaking pace. 

By September 1 the cement had been poured for 
the sixth floor of the main section and columns 
were already rising to hold the seventh. The four- 
story addition to the east had left the ground; its 
sidewalls being visible above the covered sidewalk 
in the right foreground. Here, also, the forms were 
in place for the pcuring of the mezzanine floor. 

As the picture was taken, Dewey Lewis was pass- 
ing by in the company’s new Chevvy station wagon 
with its jumbo plastic colored handset mounted on 
the top. 


braska.... Marcia Watson thoroughly enjoyed 
having all the family home for a visit in early 
July. The gathering included, of course, all 
seven grandchildren... The headline event 
of Walter F. Roberts’ Canadian vacation is told 
elsewhere in this issue. 


“Retired” Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 


The annual election of Club officers was 
held July 17, with J. Lloyd Lyne elected as 
chairman; Charles F. Peachman, vice chair- 
man; N. Mae Hunt, secretary; Florence Mc- 
Kie, associate editor for the News. Mr. Peach- 
man has consented to obtain motion pictures 
for the programs as well as operate the pic- 
ture machine. ... Henry Zimmerman left 
Lincoln July 16 for a vacation trip through 
the Black Hills. Bertha Sharp had, as 
house guest, a sister from Alabama. Later 
they left for a journey into the Ozarks of 
Missouri and a visit with their brother, L. S. 
McNabb. ...E. S. Fisher suffered a fall re- 
cently in which he bruised a hip. We are 
pleased to hear he is improving, though slow- 
ly, from the fall’s effects... . Laura E. Douty, 
of Seward, and her sister, spent a few days 
during August with a niece in Colorado. 
While there they also were able to visit with 
relatives from San Francisco. . Mrs. Bert 
Overcash spent three summer weeks with her 
son, Ray, at Colorado Springs. Ray, a former 
employee, is business manager for a large 
Colorado Springs church and during a confer- 
ence of church business managers during July 
he was named minister of the meeting. . 
Your Associate Editor, with her sister, headed 
east June 7, through the ‘Lincoln country” 
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of Illinois and on to the home of. their 
brother in Alexandria, Virginia. Among his- 
torical ‘sites visited were: Church of George 
Washington and Robert E. Lee; Washington's 
Monument; Senate Chambers; Mount Vernon: 
Smithsonian Institute; White House: Ford 
Theater; Congressional Library; Bureau of 
Engraving; Pentagon; various embassies: 
Monticello; the ‘Old Kentucky Home”: and 
many, many other interesting things and 
Places. The round trip, of almost a month, 
totalled 2800 miles and the returning tourists 
were very tired but happy. 


Supply 


by Mary L. Wynn 


Jim Brendle paid us a call while he was 
home on furlough. He reported to Ft. Ord 
California, after his “‘vacation.” .. . The Sup- 
ply Department was well represented at the 
various military summer camps. Clifford 
Smith went to Gulfport, Mississippi, with the 
Air National Guard. Keith Bouwens, Jim and 
Jerry Sievers’ Army National Guard duty was 
served at Camp Ripley, Minnesota. Larry 
Davis took Army Reserve training at Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. Bruce White went to Ft. 
Riley, Kansas, with the U.S.A.R. ... Vaca- 
tions still take precedence in the news. 
Charles Hansen went to Mexico and returned 
via the Gulf and the Ozarks. ... A new 
granddaughter in Colorado prompted Frank 
Condos’ trip to that state... . Harold Ehrlich 
went sightseeing at Boulder Dam and Estes 
Park. . . . June Schessler had an exciting first 
trip to the West Coast. She visited Oregon 
and California, returning via Salt Lake City. 
. . . Dean Hobson vacationed in Lincoln doing 
some painting, sleeping, golfing, and me- 
chanical work on his car... . . Lowell Johnson 
put up a TV tower. When it is all completed 
he expects exceptional reception and may 
have lots of TV visitors he didn't anticipate. 
. .. Les Ellis painted his house and attended 
the rodeo at Sidney. . . . Nelson Liesveld vis- 
ited relatives in Idaho. He also spent time 
at Sun Valley, Salt Lake City and Estes Park. 
... Kent Eno fished up North at his usual 
habitat in Minnesota. Axel Berglund 
worked around home. ... Art Sharp started 
his vacation by attending the wedding of a 
fraternity brother at Kearney. He then v'sited 
friends in Kansas City, after which he turned 
hillbilly and spent the rest of his vacation at 
the Lake of the Ozarks... . Phil Garvey saw 
the largest open cut copper mine at Tooele, 
Utah, and the aluminum and copper wire 
drawing mill at Great Falls, Montana. He also 
visited relatives at Sacramento, California— 
and took along his bowling ball to keep in 
practice for the fall season. Bob Ryan 
vacationed in Denver... . George Fleck went 
to the Black Hills... . Bruce Seamark painted 
and caught up with his vard work around 


home. ... Wes Haas fished and visited rela- 
tives in California. Rex King went 
“home’”’ to Baltimore, Maryland. ... Dick 
Howey worked on his Hi-Fi system. ... Bill 


Weygint was representative to the Y.C.W. In- 
ternational meeting in Chicago. He was lucky 
enough to get to stay at the same dormitory 
where the Chicago Bears pro football team 
was Staying while in training. ... Duane 
Grove took care of his new son, Gary Jay 
... Sammy Lawrence really saw the sights— 
Bryce National Park, Zion National Park 
Grand Canyon, Boulder Dam, Lake Mead 
Knott’s Berry Farm and Disneyland, Sequoia 
National Park, Yosemite National Park and 
Lake Tahoe. They also went yachting at San 
Pedro. ... The Hoaglins toured the Black 
Hills. .. . Merle Chamberlain fished at John- 
son Lake. .. Jim Schellenberg reports the 
arrival of a new grandson, Ronald Douglas. 
... The new Chevrolets in the parking lot 
belong to Ray Sherman and Dale Heiliger. 

. Frank Blockwitz is again confined at 
Veteran’s Hospital and will be glad to hea 
from his many friends. 
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es % 4 nye eM) . . . . 
meee wees es) ished a speech on dialing technique and 
Die 2 Se ‘ 
op asked, "Any questions?" He wasn't pre- 


pared for this one. 


Jack Caldwell received a 
letter from the personnel 
office addressed "To All 
Female Employees." Jack's 
injured dignity wasn't 
entirely healed by the 
explanation that the tab on 


his addressograph plate had Irma Arnold, Beatrice Traffic, : : iy 2 oe 
accidentally tilted to the || stepped from a downtown curb Sg SERA AM og gw wt? otel ae 
distaff side and thus was |}one evening and turned her & - {N= 
automatically printed with ankle. A kind couple helped her Ralph Connors and Byron Pattison buy ie y 
the girls' list. to her feet and supported her chicken blood for catfish bait in ten ; ha 
between them down the street to gallon lots, Pat keens it in  con- Duper fatter 
i = 2 her car. Irma .was most em- tainers in his freezer, He wasn't | |’ Fy te 
WHAT AM | DOING barrassed to be» seen by the home when Ralph dropped in for some : Ca 
ON THE BU9 * ue townspeople for fear they might bait one day, so the latter helped Most hair-raising vacation story tells of 
I'M MARRIED | ; |] think she had been imbibing. himself from the stock, He wasn't Gerald Carter, Lincoln switchroom, acci- 


aware of his mistake until he began 


baiting his hook with red-ripe frozen 
Strawberries. 


dentally locking himself in an outdoor 
rest room near Johnson Lake and stirring 
up a hornets' nest inside before being 
released by his wife. 
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Jo Ann Knapp, Toll Equip- 
ment, though several weeks 
married, was stil] answer- 
ing the telephone, "Miss 
Gloor," and at the close 
of one forgetful day took 
the bus to her former home. 


Charles Novak had a_ rain 
gauge in the lawn, One 
evening one of the hoys 
washed a car nearby and 
filled the gauge to the 
brim. Next morning Charles 


Saw, with dishelieving Merle M. Hale was honored guest at an —_ 
~y: — eyes, a six-inch rainfall Eastern Star party at the University cl . 

yes Y ; aude Helm hought a fine Labrador re- 

registered, "Gee," said Club, but what with getting a late Bh 


NOW #0R ft 
NICE, QUIET 
EVENING 


triever for $2.00 cash from some fast-talk- 
ing juveniles. On the way home he loaded 
up with a liberal supply of dog food, but 
in the dead of night the beast jumped the 


Charles, "I didn't even 
know it rained last night." 


Start and his being able to convince 
Mrs. Hale that the party was at the 
Cornhusker i!lotel, the Hales arrived at 
the proper place quite late. But he 


_ suST a : ; P fence and took off. Claude doesn't like to 

baa in fy A stir a elias sate oe “vs ee om think that the boys may have sold the same 

aN N Propriately, was a travel alarm clock, dog several times and are probably back in 
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business again, even now. 


| MUST BE CATCHING 
SOMETHING. |M HOT 
ON ONE SIDE 

AND COLD ON 


Don Rutledge found his son 
with an exploding cigar and 
after lecturing him sternly 
on the dangers of playing 
practical jokes, took the 
cigar away from him and put 
it on the bookshelf. Some 
days later he_ searched in 
vain for a smoke and_ then 
spied the forgotten bomb on 
the shelf. A moment later 
the house rocked violently 
on its foundation as a mush- 
room cloud ascended a cigar 
length from Don's face. 


Several York operators were routed 
from their beds to come to the office 
during a heavy storm. After it sub- ; Sure 
sided they stopped off at one of the 
girl's for a snack. As Ferne Wilger 
and Edna Fflughaupt finally trudged 
homeward at 3 a.m., carrying a kero- 
sene lamp to light their way during a 
power failure, they were accosted by 
the law. Seems the whole town thought 
they were kidnapped or _ something. 
Edna's temper flared high until the 
cop identified himself as one of 
Ferne's relatives. 
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Max Jenkins came home from the: 
company picnic weary and warm, so? 
he turned his two-ton air-con-— 
ditioner to “wide open" and went 
to bed. He awakened at four a.m. 
to find the conditioner and fur- 
nace locked in combat, each 
straining at full capacity to 
offset the effect of the other. 
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Charles Feachman_ has heen losing his 


H. A. Williams, lately of Tawnee fruit crop to marauding squirrels. 
City and now of Tecumseh, is a They slide down a messenger from a 
sguare dance enthusiast. He got nearby pole. Charles set ahout dis- 
a couple of records to help with couraging them by building a huge wire 
his calling. While plaving them screen which he later installed, ap- 


and accompanving them in a loud 
voice, a couple of coon dors 
belonging to his new neighbors 
began to howl and bay. The law 
then arrived to see what was 
going on. Thus was "willie" 
introduced into his new town. 


parently by the aid of a derrick. It 
loops about the puard arm and rears 
into the air like a giant radar screen. 
The squirrels pay it no attention, but 
leap nimbly over it and slide down the 
messenger to Charley's tree as in days 
of yore, 
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September Sales 
Prize Drawing to 


Marvin K. Welsh 


October Is 
“Bedroom 


Extension 
Month’ 


Let no one think there was a close- 
out sale on fishing equipment just be- 
cause it is time for ice to form on the 
old mill pond. This fine piece of sport- 
ing goods was chosen as the September 
sales prize because it was the sup- 
pressed desire of Marvin Welsh of 
Plattsmouth Plant. It’s pretty hard to 
want something real bad and keep the 
craving a secret, so several of those 


) 


The Presentation. From left, Messrs. Quinn and Spahnle look on as Marv Welsh receives his gift of 


How honest can you get? A. B. Waters, district commercial manager at Lincoln, made the drawing 
for the prize winner. W. J. McDowell, business office manager, gives the assist. 


who work with Marvin knew that he 
yearned for some new fishin’ gear— 
and dern the lateness of the season. 
So it came to pass that, when Asa 
Waters drew Marv’s name from the big 
glass bowl, it was not difficult to ar- 
rive at the decision as to the proper 
gift. 

The month of October has been des- 
ignated as “Bedroom Extension Month” 


a rod and reel from the hands of Ed Ernst, Plattsmouth area manager. 


as 
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by telephone companies throughout the 
midwest. Radio, television and news- 
paper advertising in copious quantities 
are publicizing this theme continuously. 
All LT&T employees are asked to give 
this program their full support by con- 
tacting their neighbors, friends and 
relatives on the subject of bedroom 
extension telephones. With two weeks 
left in the month there’s a good chance 
that any employee can sell at least one 
extension during October. 


A roster is being published on four 
consecutive Mondays, beginning Octo- 
ber 13, carrying the names of those em- 
ployees who have sold one or more ex- 
tensions up to the time the roster is 
printed. This is part of the merchan- 
dising program called ‘The Extension 
Band Wagon.” There’s a seat reserved 
for you. 


No doubt you have noticed the fine 
display ads in your newspaper or in na- 
tional magazines, calling attention to 
the need for an extension telephone in 
the bedroom. You hear it on the radio 
and see the clever commercials on TV. 
In our territory we are emphasizing ex- 
tensions in our newspaper copy and in 
radio advertising from stations at Be- 
atrice, Hastings, Lincoln and York. We 
think the public is in prime mood to 
succumb to a good sales talk. 


Remember, this is a coordinated ef- 
fort by both Bell and Independent tele- 
phone companies and is one of the most 
concentrated drives for extensions ever 
experienced in this part of the country. 
Let’s take advantage of it. Let’s tell 
and SELL! 


At the first tee. Most of ihe contestants appear in this group who face 
the morning sun with high hopes and spirits. Seated in the front row at ex- 
treme left is Frank Kubat, who traveled all the way from Superior in quest 


of the golfing crown. 


New Golfing Champs Are Crowned 


And a New Secretary Installed 


Ronny Cotton, currently on military leave status, re- 
turned to the old homestead just in time to enter and to 
win the annual golfing championship of LT&T. A near- 
record turnout of 45 golfers formed the group of con- 
testants for the crown at Pioneers golf course, Lincoln, on 
Sunday, September 21. Ronny’s score of 83 was two strokes 
better than that of Roy Mills, defending champion. Hal 
Feather captured third place with an 86. 

Ramey Johnson, manager at Friend, topped the field 
in the handicap division with an unbeatable 55. A new 
set of clubs, lots of practice and a handsome handicap of 
36 strokes all contributed to his success. Frank Kubat 
and Bob Stall tied for second honors with a net of 67.6, 
while Lloyd Cleveland was only a stroke away with a 68.8 
total. Defending champion in the handicap field was 
Paul Henson. 

The tournament was the first “spectacular” to be staged 
by Dick Hobson, the new golf association secretary. It 
came as quite a surprise to Dick to find he held that lofty 
position, for he could not recall being a candidate or hear- 
ing of an election. However, it seems these things are 
unnecessary in golf and war. Dick did a fine job in keeping 
things moving and under control. 

It would certainly be appropriate to devote a page or 
two in praise of Dewey Nelsen, retiring secretary, who 
held that post for ten seasons past. Most of that time he 
operated as the lone officer of the association and has per- 
formed several miracles, not the least of which was to 
revive activity in company golfing circles during a period 
of waning interest. In the early years of his regime he 
earned the title of “Mad-man Nelsen” because of the tre- 
mendous values he offered in return for a nominal entry 
fee into the tournaments. No one could understand how he 
could dish out prizes for drives, approaches and putts on 
nearly every hole, furnish a lavish dinner and pay for two 
rounds of golf while receiving an amount less than the cost 
of the greens fee. 

Dewey gave his successor a briefing on ways and 
means and Dick promptly offered an imposing array of 


prizes for this year’s tournament. They were given in three 
classes for the longest drive on No. 1; closest to the pin 
on No. 18 and closest second shot on No. 18. Winners 
in these events were: Roy Mills, I. J. Devoe, Hal Feather, 
Lyle Reighard, Dean Hobson, B. Spinharney, Curt Sieck, 
Dick Hobson and Bob Stall. 

After completing their chores at the golf course most 
of the players repaired to the Legion Club in downtown 
Lincoln to enjoy a fine steak dinner and talk over the 
trials of the day. Except for the usual lamentations for 
hooks, slices, lost balls and other golfing tragedies, the 
boys seemed willing to concede that this was one of 
their most enjoyable gatherings. 
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An able foursome: Bill and Ronny Cotton, George Hancock and Lyle 
Reighard. 
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A-hunting We Will Go! 


We come to the time of year when dozens of LT&T folk will take to the fields 
and waterways with their “shooting irons’ in hand. Be the quarry bird or beast, the 


Prospects point to a good hunting year. 


We hear of places where the pheasants are 


so thick they have to be kicked out of the way, while the newly formed ponds in our 
territory surely present an enticing sight to the wing-weary waterfowl, beating its way 
to the distant southland. This article is intended as a reminder of a fact you already 
know: that a gun properly handled can be a source of pleasure and pride to its owner, 


but in careless hands it can be more deadly than a rattler. 


strikes without warning! 


The crack of twigs beneath your 
feet, the crisp smell of frost-nipped 
leaves, a clear, blue sky above—it’s 
autumn in the woods and you’re out 
hunting. 

You stop suddenly. In the brush 
something is stirring. You raise your 
gun—you’re sure you’ve sighted game. 

A human cry is heard and suddenly 
you realize you are aiming at a fellow 
hunter. Your finger freezes on the 
trigger. 

The scene scare you? It should. At 
least 200 hunters are killed every year 
in hunting accidents. 

Behind every one of these accidents 
is acommon cause: carelessness. Some- 
where along the line someone has for- 
gotten one or more of the basic rules 
of hunting safety. 

The fundamental rule is that of treat- 
ing a gun with due respect. The care- 
ful hunter carries a loaded gun so that 
he controls the direction of the muzzle 
even if he should stumble. When he 
raises his gun to fire, he is sure of 


the target. Before he pulls the trigger, 
he knows what he’s firing at. 


He always keeps the barrel and ac- 
tion clear of obstructions to prevent 
the chance of his gun backfiring on 
him. He never crosses over or through 
a fence or climbs a tree with a loaded 
gun. He unloads it first, opens the 
action and gets where he has to go 
before reloading. When he breaks and 
unloads his gun he does it only when 
he has stopped moving. 


He never shoots at a flat, hard sur- 
face or even the surface of water. He 
knows just how deadly a ricochet 
can be. He never points his gun at 
anything unless he wants to shoot at 
it. He is not the kind to joke around. 
Hunting is fun to him, but it is still 
basically serious business. He never 
leaves a gun lying about unattended 
without first unloading it. He never 
drinks while hunting— there is no more 
dangerous combination than gunpowder 
and alcohol. 


One of the nation’s largest distil- 
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The careless gun always 


leries is publishing just such a moder- 
ation message this fall in sportsmens 
magazines. It urges hunters to ob- 
serve the unwritten law of the out- 
doors that says: ‘Whiskey and gun- 
powder don’t mix” and that the time to 
lift a friendly glass during a hunting 
trip is only at the fireside after the 
day’s hunting is over. 

Why isn’t every hunter careful? 
Some of them just haven’t even been 
taught the rules. Others know all the 
safety tips but ignore them. They dis- 
regard the dangers always inherent in 
using lethal weapons. They forget to 
use common sense. 

Only some of the rules for hunting 
safety are given here. Others, of course, 
depend on the particular case—time, 
place, kind of game, etc. 

This season 16 million Americans 


ests. Let’s hope every nimrod follows 
the rules and no human game is 
bagged. Let’s all come back this sea- 
son—alive and in one piece. Happy 
Hunting! 
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It's the time of year for sniffles and sneezes, 
harbingers of the common cold. Weve all 
got a place on the firing line in the annual 
battle against this mysterious and costly 
enemy. 


To the men of medical science the 
common cold is quite unimportant. The 
ailment has never killed a person yet 
and at its worst it seldom lasts more 
than two weeks. 

But the ordinary runny-nose is prob- 
ably costing the people of America more 
than $5 billion annually. If that sounds 
like a staggering amount you must re- 
member that the common cold is 
America’s most extensive and ex- 
pensive ailment. 

The $5 billion is the “bill” made out 
each year to the U. S. Public for lost 
wages, lost production and medical ex- 
penses. In terms of the individual it 
amounts to $10 per cold per year. 
Since the national average is three 
colds a year per person, this means the 
cold is costing each American $30 per 
year. 

It means from three to seven days a 
year away from work for each person. 
Nationally, this amounts to a minimum 
of 180 million work days lost; 25% of 
the total time lost for all causes. And 


these figures don’t begin to take into 
account the money lost, and nerves 
frayed, from lowered efficiency on the 
job of those hearty souls—80% of the 
cold sufferers—who “brave it out” and 


come to work despite the sniffles and 
sneezes, 


Just what is the common cold? Latest 
evidence points to the conclusion that 
the cold is caused by a virus—or even 
several viruses, each spawning a dif- 
ferent kind of cold. Colds generally 
follow “epidemic” patterns: the first 
wave in early fall; the second and big- 
gest in January; and the third wave in 
April. You should keep special watch 
during these times for most people 
agree that it is much better NOT to 
catch a cold in the first place than to 
treat it afterwards; granting, of course, 
that there are treatments now on the 
market far more effective and safe 
than those of a few short years ago. 


Many doctors think that the cold 
germs are with people all the time and 
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Photo courtesy Grove Laboratories, Inc. 


only cause runny-noses when something 
“triggers” them into action. The trig- 
ger could be any number of things— 
sudden weather change; temporarily 
different diet; over-exertion; lack of 
sleep; anxieties or other emotional 
strains. 


You should guard against such situ- 
ations during epidemic periods, author- 
ities tell us. Don’t go from an over- 
heated dry house to cold, damp out- 
doors without taking steps to protect 
yourself. Chances are only one in ten 
of catching cold from a cold-sufferer, 
but try to avoid that 10% chance. 


If you DO feel a cold coming on, 
don’t “wait to make sure” before be- 
ginning treatment. Don’t expect mir- 
acles from the new cold remedies, but 
taken soon enough they stand a good 
chance of ‘bottling up” your cold alto- 
gether. Get plenty of rest. By being 
cautious, sensible and acting swiftly, 
you can do something about your cold. 
At any rate, Gesundheit! 


On the New General Office Building 
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Rising proudly above its M Street neighbors on Lincoln’s skyline, the new general office building 
has added much to its height and girth during the past month. Already the seventh floor concrete has 
been poured, while the framing is visible for supporting the eighth floor. 

Even this is not the end; for two more structural floors will surmount the eight; the ninth floor or 
equipment level and the roof. The chimney, incidentally, has already risen to its full height and the 
great boilers were brought into use at just the right time for the comfort of the building’s residents. 
Progress on this section of the building is on schedule. 

Work on the east addition finds the second floor poured; the crew of workmen can be seen in the 
photograph completing this phase of the job. The cantilevered beams for supporting the marquee are 
also in place and visible. The granite for facing the first floor is now on the building site. Shortly after 
the picture was taken, bricklayers appeared on the job to begin the long task of enclosing the added 


floors. 


An Optimistic Outlook 


“Agriculturally speaking, 1958 is. 
rapidly becoming Nebraska’s biggest. 
year,” asserts Tom Hickey in a Ne- 
braska Farmer Newsletter. That may 
come as no surprise to most Nebras- 
kans, but it is good to have it confirmed. 
by facts and estimates. Here is the 
way the year sizes up as of mid-Sep- 


tember: 
1958 (Est.) 1957 
(Bushels) 
Corn 285,116,000 222,300,000 220,863,000 
Wheat 114,312,000 78,597,000 76,452,000 
Sorghum 75,870,000 77,337,000 5,301,000 


The state continues to move upward. 
in farm-income position and for the 
first half of the year was in sixth place, 
nationally. Estimates place Nebraska’s. 
total farm income for 1958 at $1,200,- 
000,000—an all-time high. Livestock 
and livestock products account for the 
biggest portion of the growing farm 
income—in the neighborhood of 70 per- 
cent. “The Beef State is second only 
to Texas in range cattle numbers and 
usually second or third in cattle on 
feed. It ranks high in hogs, too — 
sixth or seventh among all states, as a 
rule,” says Mr. Hickey. 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


Following is the total amount of claims 
paid by the Telephone Employees’ Mutual 
Benefit Association during September 1958: 

Primary Members..18 Claims..$1,386.50 

Dependents .....-...- 21. Claims... 1,114.65 


$2,501.15 


Ten-Year Ave.. 


A New Dial Exchange Building for Hebron 


Work will begin on Hebron’s new 
telephone building within the next few 
days if plans proceed according to ex- 
pectations. Formal ground-breaking 
ceremonies will be held to touch off the 
construction project on the one-story, 
brick veneer building which will be 
located on recently purchased property 
immediately east of the city library. 
The structure will be 45 feet by 65 feet 
in dimensions and will face north on 
Olive street. The company will retain 
its present garage nearby for motor ve- 
hicle storage. 

Hebron’s new telephone system will 
cost an estimated $330,000 and will 
usher in direct distance dialing for tele- 
phone users at Hebron, Carleton, Dav- 
enport, Chester and Hubbell. The initial 
DDD area will include most dial ex- 
changes in LT&T territory and will be 
the fifth such installation in Nebraska. 
Telephone numbers at Hebron, Carle- 
ton, Davenport and Bruning will have 
seven digits consisting of two letters 
and five figures. This system, as most 
telephone people know, is necessary to 


conform to long-range planning for the 
nationwide DDD program which will 
some day be in use throughout the 
country. 

Prior to the conversion, all telephones 
at Hebron and Davenport will be 
changed to dial instruments. Long dis- 
tance circuits between Hebron and Lin- 
coln will be increased from six to 15. 


abil aeiibbe Sheteh OF Hebrons naw building, the design and plans for which are being prepared 
by the engineering department’s building design section. 
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There are presently 941 telephones in 
service at Hebron. The new building 
and equipment are being engineered to 
serve double this number. 

The present manual exchange at 
Davenport now serves 239 telephones. 
This exchange will also be converted 
to dial operation, with its cutover to 
coincide with that of Hebron. 
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Sittin’ Still 

I. W. (Alex) Halverstadt, of Tecum- 
seh plant, reached his 65th birthday 
last month and found it was time to 
take stock of the situation. First of all, 
eS ees he was feeling fine; 
a legacy of nearly 
43 years of work in 
the open air as a 
member of LT&T. 
Secondly, with re- 
tirement coming up 
on the first of Oc- 
tober, he had to de- 
cide between going 
somewhere and do- 
ae ing what came na- 
turally. He favored the latter course 
and accordingly is now taking life easy 
while completing several small projects 
that have been laid aside through the 
years awaiting his retirement. 


It’s good to know that Alex will stay 
among us and keep his home in Tecum- 
seh. A tie that binds him closely to 
that city is the eight grandchildren 
who live nearby. Alex vows that when 
he gets his resting done he is going to 
go hunting. Pheasants and waterfowl 
will be the prime targets this fall. 


There’s one cloud on the horizon. 
Alex likes to sleep late but is fearful 
that he will be denied that luxury by a 
strange quirk in his makeup. On the 
mornings that he has to get up he has 
an overpowering desire to slumber on; 
but on weekends and vacation days 
when he could snooze until noon he is 
wide-eyed at five a.m. If this disorder 
extends into the days of his retirement, 
Mr. Halvarstadt is going to be pretty 
mad! 

Alex began his long telephone career 
in 1915 as lineman at Hastings, receiv- 
ing his tutelage from Tom Jones, plo- 
neer construction foreman of LT&T. He 
became a foreman himself in June 1917 
and it was well that he possessed the 
vigor and stamina of youth, for the 
work was heavy and the hours long 
during the wartime shortage of man- 
power. In 1921 he joined the Hebron 
plant forces as combinationman. Two 
years later he appeared on the Tecum- 
seh landscape and there remained. 


There are grandparents living in that 
town—born and raised there—who are 
unable to remember back to the days 
when Alex wasn’t at the beck and call 
of their troubled telephones. For it 
has been 35 years since his trusty Model 
T first churned the dust of Johnson 
County, and that is a long time in any- 
one’s memory. 


Alex is not a “joiner,” but practices 
a code of living that has returned huge 
dividends in friendship throughout his 
occupational territory. He is a life 
member of the Frank H. Woods pioneer 
chapter and has participated in several 
committee assignments for that or- 
ganization. 
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“Brick” Smith Turns the 40-Year Corner 


Mr. Smith, center, receives a congratulatery hand from Thomas C. Woods, Jr., president. Merle M. 
Hale, vice president, seated at Don’s left, presented the jewelled emblem. 


When Donald R. (Brick) Smith hired 
out as helper at Harvard in May 1918, 
he didn’t peer into the future of 40 
years away and carefully select a life- 
time job. Indeed he looked only at 
the first hill, its slope made steep by 
lack of ready cash, and took the job 
for mercenary purposes. For what 16- 
year-old didn’t need folding money in 
those times when everyone was com- 
plaining about “the high cost of lv- 
ing?” 

A short leave of absence and tempo- 
rary layoffs in the early days moved 
Brick’s service date to September 5, and 
that was the day he was honored at 
a noon luncheon at the Cornhusker 


Hotel for 40 years of devoted service 
to LT&T. 


The luncheon was attended by 
Thomas C. Woods, Jr., Merle M. Hale, 
Houghton Furr, I. J. Devoe, K. L. Law- 
son, L. W. Cleveland, M. C. Walker, 
Paul H. Henson, B. A. Isaman, V. B. 
Musselman, J. A. McKinzie, A. W. Hol- 
comb, Les Shirey and Walter F. 
Roberts. The diamond pin was pre- 
sented by Mr. Hale, and the customary 
round of reminiscences carried through 
the balance of the after-dinner hour. 

Don’s service record shows that he 
moved from Harvard to Hastings in 
August, 1918 and to Beatrice as line- 
man in March, 1919. He was still in 
the southern district when promoted 
to foreman in 1928. He later head- 
quartered at Lincoln as construction 
foreman and was appointed field en- 
gineer in June, 1952. 


New Pioneers 


The September issue of the Inde- 
pendent Pioneer, publication of the 
national pioneer office, lists the fol- 
lowing as new members of the Frank 
H. Woods chapter; Amy W. Barbour, 
St. Edward; Elmer J. Crisp, Paxton; 
O. B. Dill, David City; Thelma 
Tritsch, Plattsmouth; Mark D. Young, 
Cozad; Neil N. Young, Cozad; and Rex- 
ine Bretta, Eleanor Buettgenback, Lil- 
lian Campbell, Elaine Hawkins, Rich- 
ard B. Hobson, Glenn L. Melson, Hazel 
V. Neman, Homer E. Olsen, George 
Ramsey, Thomas H. Roller and Don D. 
Smith, all of Lincoln. 

The same _ publication also lists 
Thomas E. Longdon of Fairbury as 
having recently attained life member- 
ship status. Mr. Longdon is past presi- 
dent of the local chapter. 
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Headlines 


Roger K. Ghormley, systems planning en- 
gineer, was installed as president of Sunrise 
No. 2788, Toastmasters Club, at Lincoin on 
September 29. 

Thomas C. Woods, Jr., president, was 
elected to the board of directors of the 
Nebraska State Historical Society at its 
annual meeting, September 27. Mr. Woods 
replaces Nathan Gold, who had served on 
the board since 1940. 

Patricia McIntyre, Accounting, has been 
named as accompanist to the soloist for 
the Varsity Glee Club of the University of 
Nebraska. Except for these two coeds, the 
other 47 members of the Club are male 
students, 

Lois McCord, Fairbury Commercial, scored 
the most points among lady contestants in 
the Hebron Horse Show held September 21. 
Lois won second place in the ladies’ rope 
race and the pleasure class. 
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Our Cover 


~ Our cover couple for October will be 
recognized as R. L. (Ramey) Johnson, 
manager at Friend, and his wife, Bev- 
erly. Not so easily distinguished among 
the reeds and grasses is their weli- 
trained cocker spaniel, Prince. Ramey 
has long been noted, in Johnson County 
lore, for his ability to pull prize fish 
from streams that oldtimers thought 
were uninhabited. Since moving to 
Friend, the Johnsons have already 
scouted the byways to seek out the bet- 
ter spots for hunting and fishing. The 
family larder is usually stocked with 
the spoils of rod and gun. That helps, 
too, for there are four other healthy ap- 
petites in the family—namely those of 
Penny Sue, age 9; Patricia Ellen, age 
74%: Allen, Age 6; and Davie, age 2%. 

Aiding and abetting their quest for 
meat is the myriad of ponds that have 
appeared on the rural landscape in re- 
cent years; the happy result of land- 
owners adopting the wide principles of 
conservation, including retarding dams, 
terraces, grassed waterways, contour 
plowing, etc. The dividends are more 
and more apparent as the mantle of a 
Jush and well-watered country spreads 
over Nebraska. 


A 55-Year Subscriber 


When Charles E. Wood of Talmage 
reached his 90th birthday, the Bank of 
Talmage held an Open House in his 
honor. Mr. Wood has been connected 
with the bank for 67 years. The tele- 
phcne people at Nebraska City sent 
over some flowers to mark the occa- 
sion and received a return letter from 
Mr. Wood thanking them for their con- 
sideration. “I think I have been a sub- 
scriber ever since the telephone came 
to Talmage,” wrote Mr. Wood. “I don’t 
1ecall when it started, but it must have 
been over 50 years ago.” 


Mr. Wood is right. It was more than 
half a century ago that the Nebraska 
City Telephone Company built an ex- 
change at Talmage—and he is listed as 
one of the first subscribers. The com- 
pany was incorporated in 1899 and the 
exchange was built two or three years 
later. By 1905 the town could boast of 
98 telephones. Mr. Wood’s telephone 
was No. 8. This identifies him as one of 
the company’s “longest” subscribers— 
but in this category he still must bow 
to a Plattsmouth resident, T. H. (Bert) 
Pollock, who has been using the Inde- 
pendent telephone since beyond the 
turn of the century — sometime in 
1898, to be more exact. Mr. Pollock was 
one of the organizers of the Plattsmouth 
Telephone Company, one of the earliest 
and strongest of the state’s Independent 
systems. Mr. Pollock is also past the 
90-year milestone in age. 


The Boy Scout Fund Drive 


The five Boy Scout Councils in Ne- 
braska are currently engaged in raising 
funds for 1959 operations. The drive is 
of especial interest to telephone folk 
because our vice president, Merle M. 
Hale, is heading up the campaign for 
the Cornhusker Council, which has its 
offices in Lincoln. This Council oper- 
ates two summer camps, one 1% miles 
south of Lincoln and the other 8 miles 
south of Humboldt. 


A new high in camp attendance was 
reached this very summer, with 35.5% 
of the Boy Scout and Explorer mem- 
bership participating. The young scout 
usually thinks of his camping experi- 
ences in terms of fun, fellowship and 
good eats; and that is the way it should 
be. But the camps do not exist merely 
to show the boys a good time. 


Their larger and basic purpose is to 
direct the steady march of boys’ feet 
toward sturdy, healthy, responsible 
manhood. That march must never cease, 
and merits the fullest cooperation of ev- 
ery man or woman of America. In Lin- 
coln, the Boy Scout program is included 
as part of the Community Chest. In 
other communities it may be organized 
as a separate campaign. 


Want a 1959 Model! 


Your Co-op is the best bet for convenient 
saving or borrowing. 
When you need a loan, be sure to 
find out about the deal 
The Employees’ Cooperative 
Credit Association 


can give you! 


Meet the Forsmans 


Last month’s mystery family was 
identified soon after the News reached 
the western edge of the territory where 
Norbert Forsman, of Hastings Con- 
struction, underwent a mild shock to 
find his wife and three pony-tailed, 
dress-alike daughters featured on the 
cover. An extensive but vain search 
had been made throughout LT&T- 
land in an attempt to identify them 
before the News was published. 

Now we can say that Mrs. Forsman’s 
name is Ruth and the little girls in 
the picture, by order of age, are: Carol, 
five years; Terri, four years; and 
Becky, who was almost hidden by 
Terri, three years. A fourth daughter, 
Brenda, who is one year old, didn’t 
get to go to the picnic. We’ll meet her 
next year, perhaps. 


Rate Hearing Continued 


The State Railway Commission, on 
September 25, granted a 20-day con- 
tinuance in the hearing of LT&T for 
improved rates. A joint motion for a 
60-day delay of the case was made by 
Robert Waring, Geneva city attorney, 
and Thomas Dredla, Crete city at- 
torney, both of whom appeared in op- 
position to the company’s request for 
rate adjustments. A previous motion 
by Attorney Waring to dismiss the 
case was denied by the Commission. 


LT&T attorney, William I. Aitken, 
opposed the 60-day continuance motion 
on the ground that it would seriously 
impair the ability of the company to 
carry on its current construction pro- 
gram. The Commission then continued 
the case for 20 days, indicating that this 
would afford the two attorneys ample 
time to study the evidence offered by 
the company in examinations and ex- 
hibits during the three days of testi- 
mony. 


Appearing for the company in sup- 
port of the proposed rate revision were 
Merle M. Hale, vice president; Paul 
H. Henson, chief engineer; Houghton 
Furr, secretary-treasurer; Bruce J. 
Sievers, assistant controller; and Byron 
Dunn, president of the National Bank 
of Commerce. Mr. Dunn testified that 
LT&T should properly receive a mini- 
mum return of seven percent on a fair 
value of its property. 


The hearings were to be resumed 
on October 15. 


D. C. Cutover November 2 


The conversion time for the David 
City exchange has been set for one 
o’clock in the morning of Sunday, No- 
vember 2. The Bruno exchange will 
swing to dial at the same moment, thus 
bringing all LT&T exchanges in Butler 
County to the new system. 


The cutover will also mark the ad- 
vent of DDD to the county as subscrib- 
ers at David City, Bellwood, Brainard, 
Bruno, Octavia, Rising City, Surprise 
and Shelby will be able to dial their 
own long distance calls. The lonz dis- 
tance dialing area will comprise 67 
dial exchanges in southeast Nebraska, 
including Lincoln, Omaha, Wahoo, 
Hastings, Grand Island, Seward, Plaits- 
mouth, and Beatrice. 


Long distance connections to Wahoo 
and Lincoln will be made by micro- 
wave radio, the signals being beamed 
from the antenna at the new telephone 
building to a tower near Brainard. 
From there the radio signals will be re- 
layed to Wahoo and Lincoln. 

Installation of the system began last 
October and the overall cost of the im- 
provement project for David City and 
surrounding towns probably will ex- 
ceed $335,000. 


There Il | Be No Flu Outbreak This Season! 


The company cameraman complained that he was in a rut. Year after year he had covered the 
annual flu inoculations and always obtained a picture of a smiling employee receiving a painless injec- 
tion from the syringe of Dr. L. E. Finney, company physician. This year he suggested a different pose 
and sought the doctor’s cooperation in composing a picture that would really make our readers blink 
as it met their gaze. You can put your hair back on your head now, for Dr. Finney is only faking the 
king-size needlework in the arm of Laverne Braun, assistant chief operator, Lincoln. The News thanks 
them both for their excellent performance. 

The Lincoln vaccinations were given at 21st and L on Monday, September 22, and at 15th and M 
on the following Wednesday. For the doctor they were the busiest days in flu-shot history as long lines 
formed to sample his wares. 361 injections were given at Lincoln. Nearly as many more were sent to 
various exchanges for administering by local physicians. 

The personnel department reports that the serum used this year was of the “Polyvaient’ kind, 
which means that it gives immunity to Asian flu as well as the ordinary variety. 


Telephone Masons in Annual Assembly 


Telephone Masons assembled again at Lancaster Lodge No. 54, Lincoln, for the annual “Telephone 


or 


Day,’’ which has been observed by that organization for the past seven years. The turnout was one of 
the largest of the series, with the register tallying 80 telephone members on hand for the dinner hour 
and degree work. The LT&T territory was exceptionally well represented. Richard F. Bauer of Lincoln 
Plant was the telephone candidate. He received the Master’s degree with telephone men occupying all 
of the 28 stations and delivering the several lectures. 

V. B. Musselman acted as Master of Ceremonies. Merle M. Hale made a brief talk at the dinner 
program. Speaker of the evening was Dr. Frank A. Court. A. B. Gorman, advertising manager, is present 
Master of the lodge. 

The above picture captured most of the telephone people present and we'll not attempt identifica- 
tion except those seated in front, from left: Jay Pugsley, Roy Brendle, Russell Rauch, Gust A. Foster, 
Merle M. Hale, A. B. Gorman, V. B. Musselman, Richard Bauer, Donald Swanson and Harlon W- Cane. 
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PREIS. + 


Burglary is a constant menace and your own home is seriously threatened unless 


you personaly act with preventive measures. 


This article points up the fact that most 


burglaries are made easy by the home owner’s own carelessness and gives some com- 
mon sense suggestions to help you foil the villain’s plans. 


Is Your Home 


A Burglar’s Delight? 


$101,000,000 . 


Burglars were not affected by the recession 
in 1957 —they rang up record profits of 
$101,000,000. 


In the time it takes you to read this 
article, more than three burglaries 
will be committed in the United States. 


The fun of an evening out or of a va- 
cation can be rudely spoiled if an in- 
truder takes advantages of your absence 
and you find your home ransacked up- 
on your return. 

And the likelihood of this coming to 
pass is growing year by year. No 
home is immune, even in the quietest 
hamlet of LT&T territory. 


In its annual crime report for 1957, 
the latest figures available, J. Edgar 
Hoover’s Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation announced that 590,000 burg- 
laries were reported by local police de- 
partments during the year. This means 
that burglars operated at the fantastic 
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Accumulated milk bottles and newspapers 
fell the burglar there is no one at home. 
Stop delivery by letter or phone. 


rt 
| 


The burglar’s principal ally is often the person 
he victimizes—homeowners who “rolled out 
the red carpet” for burglars made possible 
their record 1957 haul. 


rate of over 60 crimes per hour 
throughout the U. S. during 1957—an 
average of over one burglary per 
minute. 

The FBI figures reveal an increase 
of 64,300 burglaries over 1956 when the 
previous record was established. This 
means that the rate of increase was 
12.2%—higher than that for any other 
crime. Total property loss increased 
by well over $10 million. Burglary 
was one of the two major crimes that 
showed an increase in every geograph- 
ical area in the country. 


Very little of the $101 million worth 
of property stolen by burglars was re- 
covered. The recovery rate on the 
value of the articles stolen in crimes 
against property during 1957 was only 
10.7% for currency and notes; 9.2% 
for jewelry and precious metals; and 
6.2% for furs. 


Police reports throughout the nation 
indicate that the burglar’s principal 
ally, surprisingly enough, is the person 
he victimizes! If it were not for the 
errors of omission and commission, 
plus mistakes in judgment made by 
property owners, the burglary rate 
would be much lower. 


Burglars will also appreciate finding a note 


in the mailbox telling expected quests where 
the key may be found. 


Yale and Towne, manufacturers of 
Yale locks, have made extensive re- 
search in the realm of burglary and 
property theft. They offer suggestions 
based on their findings to help property 
owners burglar-proof their homes and 
cut down on the haul made by burg- 
lars last year. The suggestions are of 
particular value to those going away 
on vacations or for long weekends. 

They say the principal errors made 
by householders which allow enter- 
prising prowlers to practice their crim- 
inal livelihood successfully are as fol- 
lows: 


How to Help Burglars 


1. Leaving a home with exterior 
doors and windows unlocked or inad- 
equately locked. 

2. Failure to notify the newsboy that 
the family is on vacation. Piled up 
newspapers outside the door are an 
indication to the burglar that the “coast 
is clear.” 

3. Failure to notify the milk company 
by telephone or letter to stop milk 
deliveries. A note in an empty bottle 
saying that the family will be away 
for several days will stop delivery of 
milk, but it will also tell a snooper that 
he has a green light to burglarize the 
home. 

4. Leaving a note in the mailbox ad- 
dressed to prospective guests saying, 
“key is under doormat—make your- 
selves at home.” Burglars also apprec- 
iate such thoughfulness. 

do. Notifying the local newspaper that 
you plan to go on vacation. Thieves 
are quick to take advantage of such 
accommodating news items. It is bet- 
ter, after you return, to tell the news- 
paper that you have been on vacation 
and what you did. 

Then there are some things that you 
can do to make things more difficult 
for housebreakers. Here are some of 
them: 


How to Foil Burglars 


1. Keep at least two interior lights 
on when you leave the house for the 
evening. An unlit home is a signal to 
the night-time thief that he can move 
in more easily. 

2. Leave the shades up when vacat- 
ing the house and notify neighbors 
and police that you are taking a trip. 
A light in the house during your ab- 
sence will warn those you have alerted 
that prowlers are in your home. Ask 
neighbors to pick up all mail and cir- 
culars that may be placed at your 
front door so that your house will 
have that “lived-in” look. 

3. Never notify the society editor of 
your local newspaper that you are 
planning to leave on a trip. Rather, 
inform her about your vacation after 
you return; it is still news—and safer 
for you. 

4. Call the police and check on all 
strange solicitors not carrying proper 
credentials. Many thieves pose as sales- 


ceil 


Burglars are modest fellows who shun the 
spotlight—leave lights on and shades up 
when you are going to be away for the 
evening. 


men or repairmen while “casing” an 
area for future lucrative jobs. Do not 
allow a salesman or repairman to enter 
your home until they produce good 
credentials. 


5. Make certain that basement and 
second story windows are just as se- 
curely locked as those on the first 
floor. Use good locks and enough of 
them. 


6. Keep ladders locked up in the gar- 
age or, if they must be kept outside, 
fasten them securely to the side of the 
house or garage with a length of chain 
and a quality padlock. 


With the possibility that you might 
slip up on one or more of these rules, 
it is wise to keep a record of the seria] 
numbers and descriptions of all your 
valuables. In many cases police can 
track down a burglar if this is done, 
as pawnshops and secondhand dealers 
are required by law to file sales re- 
ports with the police. 

Nevertheless, if you remember that 
most burglaries are made easy by the 
homeowner’s own carelessness or fail- 
ure to use his common sense, you can 
do a lot to assist your police department 
to prevent burglaries. 
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Old type locks make the burglar’s job easy— 
Yale pin tumbler cylinder locks provide the 
best key-operated lock security available. 


Studier Is Pinned With "35" Emblem 


Herman Studier, general foreman in the construction department, crossed the 35-year marker Sep- 
tember 13, but with the anniversary falling on Saturday, observance of the event was delayed until the 
following Monday morning. It was then that the scene above took place as A. W. Holcomb, super- 
visor of construction, presented the new emblem to Mr. Studier with appropriate remarks. Pictured from 
left are: Don E. Williams, Cliff Artz, Mr. Holcomb, ’’Babe’’ Combs, Mr. Studier, and Gust Foster, all of 


Construction. 


New Employees 


Accounting 
Marilyn Atkins ...... Mach Opt. c.c0tec. 9-17 
Charlotte Colvert ..Mach. Opr. .......... 9- 8 
Donelle Cotton ...... PAGCH : ODT as sseancek oe 3 
Donita Lindamood..Mach. Opr. .........- 9- 9 
Cozette Wallman..Mach. Opr. .......... 8-20 
Commercial 


Clarice Bulwan ......Clerk, Lincoln ...... 8-18 
*Peggy Davis (P.T.)..Clerk, Wahoo ...... 9- 2 
Joanne Pavelka ....Clerk, Hastings ....8-20 


Engineering 
Larry KOnZixsiiicc cer Draftsman ............ 9-10 
Plant 

Edwin B. Carlson, 

DE iccntahercthedetataiae Grdmn., Lincoln....9- 9 
Ernest T. Divis Janitor, 

|< AM |i) Leen ee ee David City ........ 9- 2 
*Cecil P. Duryea ....Custodian, Linc.....8-26 
G. D. Hemsath Garage Svcmn., 

(35) 2 Seepec ny eee oe | ee ee 8-29 


Harry A. Hibbler ..Grdmn., Lincoln ....9- 9 
Merlin D. Scheele ..Grdmn., Lincoln....8-26 


Traffic 

Daisy Armstrong ....Opr., Lincoln ...... 8-25 
*Ruth Baumbach ....Opr., Seward ........ 9- 3 
*Lorabelle Biltoft ....Opr., Superior -..... 8-25 
Alice Brokaw ........ Opr., Hebron ........ 9- 9 
Mary Cahalane ....Opr., Lincoln ........ 8-25 
POU EVONS acces DOpr., Hebron ......-. 9- 9 
Lorine Friesen ...... Opr., (LIACOIN: sce: 8-25 
Jacqueline 

Hatcher: <2c5..<.2. Opt.g. LIncolry.” 2... -2a) 
“Barbara Haynes ....Opr., Auburn ...... 9-16 
Carolee Hutton ....Opr., Lincoln ........ 8-25 
Caroline Janing ....Opr., Geneva ...... 9- 8 
Joyce Johnston ....Opr., Lincoln ........ 9- 9 
*Agnes Liermann ....Opr., York ..... ..9- | 
Lorraine 

McKenney .......-Opr., Lincoln ........ 8-25 
*Bonnie Otoupal ....Opr., York .......... 8-20 
Patricia Pentz ~..... Opr., Lincoln ........9- 9 


* Re-employed 


Death of Former Official 


George K. Gann, our first traffic 
superintendent, died September 11 at 
Pebble Beach, California, where he 
has made his home for many years. 
Mr. Gann came to Nebraska in 1908 
to manage the Western Telephone Com- 
pany, an independent toll line operat- 


ing company which later merged with 
LT&T. 


He began his telephone career in 
his home town of Atlanta, Georgia witn 
the Southern Bell, and was stationed at 
St. Louis as assistant traffic superin- 
tendent when Frank H. Woods pre- 
vailed on him to come to Lincoln. 
With the merger of Western and 
LT&T in 1909, Mr. Gann joined our 
organization as traffic superintendent, 
holding that position until February 
1921 when he resigned to go to the 
Tri-State Telephone Company at St. 
Paul, Minnesota as general superin- 
tendent. Later Mr. Gann removed from 
the telephone field to play a prominent 
role in the realm of finance. His son, 
Ernie Gann, is a noted author. Two 
best-sellers, “The High and The 
Mighty” and “Twilight Of The Gods,” 
are numbered among the products of 
his pen. 


Mr. Gann was one of the group as- 
sembled by Mr. Woods who, in 1909, 
were designated as department heads. 
They worked together for the next 
dozen years and are credited with 
playing a major role in building LT&T 
into an outstanding Independent com- 
pany. His contemporaries were: L. E. 
Hurtz, general manager; C. P. Russell, 
auditor; M. T. Caster, plant superin- 
tendent; and R. E. Mattison, commer- 
cial superintendent. 
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Blessed Events 


A son, David Scott, was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Baldwin on July 21. Paul is 
employed in Lincoln Custodial. 

On September 20 a son was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Jerry Buttell, Jr. Marilyn is on 
leave from Hastings Traffic. 

The Kenneth A. Darbys are the proud par- 
ents of a boy, Michael Alan, born Septem- 
ber 14. Kenneth is a member of Lincoln 
Construction. 

Parents of a girl, Anita Kay, born Septem 
ber 8, are Mr. and Mrs. L. E. Lyons. Anita's 
dad is foreman of the construction gang in 
Tecumseh. 

A girl, Kimberly Ann, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Virgil Martin on August 6. Shirley 
is on leave from Wymore Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Olson announce 
the arrival of a son, Steven, on September 
9. Charles is employed in Lincoln Construc- 
tion. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Peperkorn announce 
the birth of a son, Robert Wayne, on July 
25. Bill works in Hebron Construction. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Scheideler are parents 
of a boy, Robert Scott, born September 22. 
Norma is on leave from Wymore Traffic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don E. Williams are the 
proud parents of a boy, Donovan Eugene, 
born August 30. Don is foreman in the 
cable department, Lincoln. 


Promotions 


Transfers 


R. N. Schappaugh 


Commercial 


Carol Hendricks, clerk to service repre- 
sentative, Lincoln. 

Leona Shurtleff, typist, central wire chief's 
office, to stenographer, General Commercial. 


Plant 


L. V. Bye, equipment repairman, Supply, 
to groundman, Construction, Lincoln. 

W. L. Borin, equipment repairman to jan- 
itor, Lincoln. 

Harvey Colson, driver to driver-lineman, 
Construction, Lincoln. 

John Dittenber, warehouseman to shop- 
man, Supply. 

Paul Flowers, lineman, Construction, Lin- 
coln, to garage serviceman, Supply. 

Robert Garrison, splicer’s helper, Construc- 
tion, Lincoln, to garage serviceman, Supply. 

Donald Hansen, groundman to lineman, 
Construction, Lincoln. 

Donald Meister, groundman to lineman, 
Construction, Tecumseh. 

Robert Schappaugh, splicer’s helper to 
splicer, Construction, Lincoln. 

Dee J. Sullivan, garage serviceman to ware- 
houseman, Supply. 


SERVICE 


€ Y 
W. J. McDowell 
Lincoln 


30 Years 


A2 YEARS A. T. Albers, Lincoln. 
36 YEARS F. P. Darnold, Hastings. 
32 YEARS A. W. Holcomb, Lincoln. 


31 YEARS E. G. Piper, Wahoo; Jessie Van- 
Trump, Hastings. 


30 YEARS W. J. McDowell, L. P. Schlentz, 


Florence Tatman, Lincoln. 

29 YEARS E. O. Wait, Lincoln. 
26 YEARS L. P. Livingston, Lincoln. 
25 YEARS Marcia Watson, Lincoln. 
24 YEARS B. D. Pattison, Lincoln. 


23 YEARS W. W. Eden, B. A. Isaman, Lin- 
coln; Edna Pflughaupt, York. 


22 YEARS G. A. Wasson, Lincoln. 
21 YEARS Genevieve Clapp, Lincoln. 


17 YEARS Velma Abker, Nebraska City; C. 


E. Connors, Lincoln; Amy Dixon, Weeping 
Water; Lela Watson, Beatrice. 


Florence Tatman 
Lincoln 


30 Years 


ANNIVERS ARIE 5 


SSR 


L. P. Schlentz 
Lincoln 


30 Years 


16 YEARS Mary Bartyzelle, Nebraska City; 
Viola Fischer, Donavin Frankforter, Ruth 
Kadavy, S. K. Lawrence L. E. Vosika, Lin- 
coln; W. H. Husing, Virginia Lempka, Te- 
cumseh. 


14 YEARS Virginia Anderson, A. W. Berg- 


lund, Helen Pierson, Lincoln. 


13 YEARS B. F. Anderson, Plattsmouth; Jack 
Billings, Beatrice; Avis Collar, Pawnee City; 
Vivian Dee, David City; P. J. Eisenbarth, 
C. F. Schleufer, Lincoln. 


12 YEARS J. D. Adamson, Geneva; A. L. 
DeBacker, Hastings; J. E. Hatfield, Stroms- 
burg; R. K. Ghormley, Donnabelle Schu- 
mann, Lincoln; L. H. Lane, Weeping Water; 
F. D. Nichelson, Wahoo; J. E. Turner, 
Friend. 


11 YEARS W. C. Baker, A. C. Brunke, M. A. 
Lohmeier, R. H. Zimmerman, Lincoln; J. D. 


Marcia Watson 


wis 
L. R. Cink 


Lincoln Wahoo 
25 Years 10 Years 
Brockmeyer, Hebron; Eleanore Schutz, 


Seward: E. L. Wheatcraft, Tecumseh. 

10 YEARS L. R. Cink, Wahoo. 

9 YEARS J. W. Eckles, York; E. D. Mather, 
Weeping Water; M. L. Melvin, Superior; 
Mary Pohlenz, L. K. White, Lincoln. 

8 YEARS C. P. Arnold, Hazel Higgins, 
Dorothe Keller, Maude Reason, R. T. Wake- 


man, Lincoln. 


7 YEARS Nancy Behrns, Weeping Water; 
Beth Deinert, Lincoln; Elsie France, Syracuse. 


6 YEARS R. J. Brinton, Lincoln; N. M. 
Forsman, Lucy Kuhlman, Hastings; S. D. 
Hanau, Fairbury; D. R. Shark, York; Helen 
Wurtele, Nebraska City. 


5 YEARS Carol Allen, Judy Whitney, Lin- 
coln; Dorothy Davis, Nebraska City; J. C. 


Jensen, Wahoo. 


Happiness Ahead 


Max Brandt and Emma Maschmeier were 
married September 1 in St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church, Beatrice. Max works in Beatrice 
Custodial. 


Zigrida Bumanis, Revenue Accounting, be- 
came Mrs. Peteris Taurins in a ceremony 
performed at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Lincoln, on September 6. 


Marilyn Burchess, Revenue Accounting, 
and Norman Keiner exchanged vows August 
30 at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Lincoln. 


Kaye Keller, Lincoln Traffic, and George 
Schneider were united in marriage October 
4 at the Trinity Lutheran Church in Lincoln. 


This We Believe 


If one has these three essentials— 
reasonable health, means of support 
and an absorbing interest—the years 
beyond 65 can be the happiest, the 
best and most rewarding of a lifetime. 


One of the most rewarding of annual 
occurrences is the visit of teachers from 
Lincoln’s public and parochial schools 
on B-E (Business-Educational) Day. 
The program is sponsored by the Cham- 
ber of Commerce. LT&T has acted as 
one of the host organizations since 1952. 

This year the teachers assembled 
at the Stuart Theater at 9 a. m., Sep- 
tember 3, and the telephone contin- 
gent, 29 strong, arrived at the local 
business office a half hour later. They 
were then escorted through the general 
offices and the 15th and M building 
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Educators Educated in Art of Telep ony 


by guides Charles Arnold, Lyle Reig- 
hard and Roy Brendle, with Joan 
Jones acting as hostess. The tour was 
completed in time to assemble for noon 
luncheon at the Cornhusker, after 
which “Milestones of Service,” our an- 
niversary film, was shown and the 
group was addressed by Paul H. Hen- 
son, chief engineer, on “New Develop- 
ments in the Telephone Field.” K. L. 
Lawson, acting as host, led an inter- 
esting question-answer discussion on 
company policies and affairs. A. B. 
Waters and Alex Geist were in charge 
of arrangements. 


Cperator LaJean VonDane, of Lincoln Traffic, inspects the belt 
and buckle of a garment and mentally marks it “quality merchan- 


dise.”’ 


What's Your Buying 


When the smart woman goes shop- 
ping, she knows there’s a lot more to 
look for than style alone. She checks 
on colorfastness, shrinkage, washability 
and correct size for proper fit and 
longer wear. 

To help our LT&T shopper look at 
all the details that mean she’s getting 
a good buy, we’ve referred our case to 
the American Institute of Laundering 
research and educational center. They 
suggest the following points for check- 
ing: 

1. Seams—To avoid raveling, edges 
should be pinked, looped or bound and 
should be ™% inch deep. This is es- 
pecially true for synthetic fabrics, 
which ravel most easily. 

2. Thread should match the fabric 
and should be colorfast. If not, it may 
bleed and cause discoloration of the 
garment. 


3. Belting—Paper-backed belts are 
not washable because they will be 
damaged by water. Plastic backing 
wears and washes well but the heat of 
pressing may cause the plastic to melt. 


4. Buckles—If the fabric is pasted in- 
stead of sewn on, it will come off 
when it reaches water. Chrome or 
aluminum buckles won’t rust but other 
metals might. 

8. Zippers—A brand name and zipper 
binding that matches the color of the 
garment are two guides indicating that 
the garment has quality. 

6. Hangtags can give a wealth of in- 
formation—or, sometimes, misleading 
information. If a hangtag says that “the 
fabric is washable” it does not necessar- 
ily mean that the garment as such is 
washable. Buttons, binding, trim and 
accessory material on the garment may 
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It wouldn’t have been if she had found a paper-backed belt 
or a buckle on which the fabric was pasted instead of sewn. 


not be colorfast or washable, though 
the fabric itself is. Shoppers also are 
warned to be on the lookout for de- 
tailed washing instructions. The gar- 
ment isn’t a good buy if it means that 
special care is required. 

7. Construction—If a manufacturer 
takes care to see that all the details 
of fine tailoring are contained in his 
garments, it usually means that he pro- 
duces high quality merchandise. Even 
stitching, no hanging or loose threads, 
well-made buttonholes, well-anchored 
buttons and belt loops, and reinforced 
seams at points are factors in good 
tailoring. When patterns, plaids and 
stripes are matched and when decor- 
ative materials are sewn on carefully 
and evenly, the manufacturer has 
taken care in making the garment and 
most likely has used quality merchan- 
dise in its production. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 


Mabel Bodkin, Associate Editor 


Nebraska City Area 


by Norma Jean Dettmer and Betty Christensen 


Folks sharing the spotlight at Nebraska City 
this month are Manager and Mrs. Gray, who 
spent three weeks touring the east including 
Niagara Falls. ...Mr. and Mrs. George Placek 
vacationed in Canada and Minnesota. They 
stopped in Birchwood, Wisconsin to visit Harry 


Moss, retired construction foreman... . Kath- 
ryn Owens went to Kansas City. . . . Hattie 
Martin chose Denver for her vacation... . Mary 


Bartyzelle spent a peaceful two weeks at home. 
... At this writing Velma Abker and Veltha 
Poggemeyer are in the hospital and we wish 
them both a speedy recovery... . Recent visi- 
tors in the office were Irene Combs and Merlie 
Markuson....The moving bug has hit. Helen 
Wurtele, Adele Ganzel and Ruby Clites have 
all purchased homes. Helen Doyle has pur- 
chased a new trailer and Eunice Jun is moving 
into a larger apartment... . Vacations are still 
the main topic at Syracuse also. . . . Chester 
Byard spent a week of his vacation visiting 
relatives in Kansas. ... Sophia Windels spent 
her last week of vacation at home... . Joyce 
Hofker vacationed at home and worked at the 
State Fair. ... Sonia Copenhaver has resigned 
to attend the University of Nebraska... . Louise 
Budt spent a week of her vacation visiting in 
Iowa. , 


Plattsmouth Area 


by Thelma Tritsch 


Rose Janda has returned from a trip through 
the Black Hills and the State of Wyoming. She 
also stopped at points of interest in Nebraska. 
... “Tip”? Johanns, chief operator, vacationed 


in Denver for two weeks, visiting relatives and 
sightseeing. .. . Helen Ofe was busy passing 
out candy bars September 4 and for a very good 
reason. She is now Grandma Ofe. 


Seward Area 


by Helen Norwood 

It feels almost too cold for vacations, but 
some are still in the news here at Seward. 
D. G. Rutledge spent the last week of his va- 
cation around home; likewise so did Virginia 
Coffey, Traffic, and Emma Meyer our jani- 
tress. ... Chief Operator Lydia Jones and 
husband Clarence hooked their vacation 
trailer behind their car and headed for Can- 
ada. They enjoyed fishing at Cranberry Port- 
age, Manitoba, also the 500-mile trip to 
Churchill on Hudson Bay. This town is ac- 
cessible only by train, plane or boat. ...We 
are glad to have Elmer Bean back after a 
siege of pneumonia... . The plant department 
has a bowling team this year and by reports 
they aren’t doing too bad... . Irene Mailand, 
Lola Langner and Shirley Niemann are also 
on teams. ...A farewell party was given for 
Delores Pankoke and she was presented a gift. 
Our best wishes go with her in her new career 
in the airlines. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 


On a recent weekend Betty Whitlow, Ruth 
Tunks and Geraldine Meyer enjoyed sight- 
seeing at Denver and Colorado Springs. Among 
the many places visited, we’re sure Betty will 
always remember the Seven Falls. She had the 
unfortunate experience of slipping on a rock 
and falling into the stream, but, thanks to a 


Gray Reaches 
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September 11 was one of Bob Gray’s better days. The skies were blue, the birds were singing and 
his worries were at low ebb. But he had to be reminded that the day was one of personal importance, 
too. Mr. Gray was never one to remember anniversaries, so he might have forgotten this one had not 
the district manager driven into town to remind him that it had been 35 years since he did his first 
paid labors for LT&T as a groundman at Bradshaw. Now area manager at Nebraska City, Mr. Gray 
happily posed for his anniversary picture with members of the local force. From left: Gladys Parker, 
Mr. Gray, Alice Huss, H. W. Spahnle, district manager, Adele Ganzel and Ivan Livingston. 
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young gentleman standing nearby, she was 
pulled from that cold water before she had 
time to become too frightened. ... At-home 
vacationers were Oakel Butler, Geraldine 
Meyer, Jack Little, and Yours Truly.... Shirley 
Gerdes visited at Spencer and Fort Randall 
Dam, and Bertha Guilliatt and family traveled 
to California. ... The weather has been quite 
warm lately but on this particular day Mike 
Carr thought it was exceptionally hot. Manager 
George Eggleston, riding with him in his truck, 
listening to him talk about the heat and watch- 
ing him wipe the perspiration from his brow, 
began investigating and discovered the cause 
of it all—Mike had accidentally turned on the 
heater. 


Beatrice Area 


by Joan Borzekofski, Veronica Siske, 
Marlene Lienemann and Frank Fisher 

Vacationers this month included Thelma 
Bitting, Lloyd Oglesby, Rex Montgomery, Paul 
Guelker and Ted Leitschuck. Also Donna 
Nienaber, who went to Minnesota; and Hedwig 
Elmshaueser who visited at Minneapolis; Edna 
Mahloch, Virginia Coon, Pansy Kechley, Frank 
Nevitt and John Brockmeyer all vacationed in 
Colorado. Dorothy Trauernicht went to Cali- 
fornia where she attended the Lawrence Welk 
telecast and took a boat ride to Catalina. Lela 
Watson and Marie Fuller relaxed at home.... 
Labor Day weekend, Frank Jurgens went to 
Long Pine and Rolland Drake went to Harlan 
County for fishing. ... Attending the ball game 
between the Athletics and Yankees in Kansas 
City were Lloyd Oglesby, Don Gilmore and 
Dick Fischer. ... Leland Hodge spent his vaca- 
tion visiting his son, Lt. Don Hodge, and family 
at Hampton, Virginia, and was also in Washing- 
ton, D.C. ... Attending the State Fair were 
Thelma Bitting, Harlan Gillespie and Bill 
Eckles. 


Crete Area 


by Loretta MclIInay 


Manager Charles Kermoade of Wilber is back 
on the job after an enjoyable vacation in 
Kansas City, boating at Niobrara, visiting in 
Auburn and resting at home. ... Lavina Mc- 
Elroy visited in Colorado on her vacation and 
spent some time at home. Marlin Kermoade 
took over the duties of cashier while she was 
gone. ... Jean Chase, Crete Traffic, attended 
Ringling Bros. Circus in Omaha, August 24. 

. . Betty Steele is back at the switchboard 
after a vacation spent in Denver visiting rela- 
tives. She also spent some time at Dorchester 
with friends. Ethel Park, Commercial, 
visited in Omaha with relatives during part of 
her vacation. She attended the wedding of her 
niece there. ... And, dear me! Way back in 
July, Lydia McGuire, Crete Traffic, also had a 
vacation, spent working at home. She reports 
she even painted her house. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois McCord 


Floyd Nave vacationed on his motorcycle, 
attending a National Motorcycle meet at Dodge 
City, Kansas, covering in all 1,500 miles on the 


vehicle. . . . Loretta Vollstedt is recuperating 
from an auto accident and is expected back at 
work soon. ... The traffic and commercial de- 


partments enjoyed (?) an early morning, 6 
o'clock breakfast in the city park. The menu 
was pancakes, bacon, eggs and coffee. A good 
time was had by all when they finally 
awakened. Mary Jackson and Edna Schoen- 
rock were in charge... . Beryl Leslie visited 
relatives and saw the sights of California on 
her vacation. ... Irene Smalldon and husband 


Plant Problems are Aired and Solved 


Ba oe 


This eastern district group met at the Cornhusker Hotel, Lincoln, on 


ORG 


September 17. From left: R. C. 


Humiston, J. W. Cruickshank, M. L. Pilfold, E. G. Piper, E. L. Dorland, D. G. Rutledge, H. W. Spahnle, E. A. 
Ernst, R. J. Connors, I. D. Livingston, M. C. Walker, E. W. Neujahr, R. H. Gray, O. B. Dill, George B. Keith, 


H. W. Armagost. 


A series of three plant supervisory 
conferences were held during the month 
of September. Spaced at weekly in- 
tervals on the 10th, 17th and 24th, the 
meetings were held at Hastings, Lin- 
coln and Beatrice for personnel of the 
western, eastern and southern districts, 
respectively. The General Plant folk 
were elated at the response and obvi- 
ous value of the gatherings. They re- 
port that the discussions were entered 
into freely by all present, which is 


always a good sign that a conference is 
“taking.” 

The agenda for the meetings was rig- 
idly followed, but it covered almost the 
entire scope of plant work and policy. 
Among the subjects discussed were: 
storm damage, logistics and reporting; 
progress reports; plant records; pro- 
tective equipment and requirements; 
maintenance program and_= general 
topics. 

The meetings were conducted by 
M. C. Walker and R. J. Connors. 


attended the ball games in Kansas City and 
St. Louis, toured the Ozarks and visited her 
brother and family in Muscatine, Iowa... 

Jeanne Lytton vacationed in Kansas City and 
Indiana. Annabelle Stocker entertained 
her brother and family from San Francisco. 


Pawnee Cify Area 


by Lynn Johnson 


Raymond Bruning and family recently re- 
turned from their vacation which took them 
through several of the eastern states, Michigan 
impressed Raymond the most... . Avis Collar 
is back to work after her vacation spent in 
more ways than one—She has taken up paper- 
hanging as a sideline—Not bad for a beginner, 


we might add!... Emma Lee De Jonge of Hum- 
boldt spent one week vacationing at home and 
enjoyed entertaining company from I[llinois.... 
Vyrl Clark and family motored down in Kansas 
to attend the 50th wedding anniversary of his 
aunt and uncle. ... Harold Cudaback and his 
wife recently enrolled in the beginner class for 
saquare dancers at Humboldt. 


Tecumseh Area 
by Cecile Morehead 


Mary Meister spent part of her vacation in 
Colorado, fishing and visiting relatives. We 
wish to extend sincere sympathy to Mary in 
the loss of her brother who passed away Sep- 
tember 24.... Dale Weber, while on leave from 
his military duties, was a visitor in the office. 
... Attending the golf tournament at Pioneer 
Park, Lincoln, were Messrs. Husing and Wheat- 
craft. After the game they enjoyed the food 
at the Legion Club. . Nancy Gottula and 
Mary Meister took in the Humboldt Fair and 


came home with all the taffy they could carry. 
... At the State Fair were Millie Taylor, Joan 
Douglas, Betty Keedy, Dick McCoy, Cecile 
Morehead and Norma Lee Hahn... . Enjoying 
an evening at Tiny’s Cafe in Auburn recently 
were Nancy Gottula, Mary Meister and Cecile 
Morehead. .. . Busy moving this month were 
the Cottinghams, Taylors and Rhodes. 
Bonnie Taylor’s birthday was celebrated with 
a cake baked by Millie Taylor and decorated by 
Cecile Morehead. Bonnie was presented a love- 
1y jewelry set. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 


Mr. and Mrs. Reno Weis and Mr. and Mrs. 
C. J. Crew spent the Labor Day weekend fish- 
ing in South Dakota. Of course, on their re- 
turn they reported the usual fish stories. ... 
Our thanks to John Scheierman for the birth- 
day treat. ... Vacations are at a slow pace with 
only Virginia Baker and Theo Speed disappear- 
ing from work. Both girls spent their leisure 
time at home. ... The Commercial and Traffic 
girls had a farewell party for Joan Fisher who 
is leaving our fair abode to get married anc 
join her husband who is in the Air Force. . 
Area Manager Adamson decided to return to 
his second childhood when he came down with 
that ever-lovin’ kid disease, ‘‘the measles.”’ We 
really did feel sorry for him and are most 
happy to see him back at work again. 
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Hastings Area 
by Pat Sperry 


Here is more vacation news. Audrey Mc- 
Keown visited her sister in Rock Island, and 
Marilyn Skarin went to Missouri to visit her 
sister. The other girls, Margretha Hurd, Bar- 
bara McCord and Ann Konen, spent their va- 
cation time at home... . Judy Hempey has a 
new diamond and we wish her every happiness. 
... Roxie Weber traveled to Western Nebraska 
and the Black Hills for her vacation. 


Hebron Area 


by Ramona J. Kenning 


Vacations this month were enjoyed by John 
Brockmeyer and family, who visited in Canada 
and Wisconsin; Ramona Kenning and husband, 
who spent two weeks in Los Angeles and San 
Francisco, California; and Lorna Thumann, 
who spent her vacation time at home.... Ruth 
Rittenhouse, Traffic, was presented her 25-year 
anniversary pin by Tyler Ryan, District Man- 
ager. ... We are happy to report that Eva 
Stutz, Traffic, is recuperating from a stay in 
the hospital and expects to be back to work 
about October 1. ... From the plant depart- 
ment comes word that the boys are all ready 
for the duck season—duck callers and all. 


Superior Area 
by LuEtta M. Braun 


Two former employees were recent visitors 
in the office, Mrs. Letha Essinger of Belle 
Fourche, S. Dakota; and Mrs. Donna (Jep- 
pesen) Benson of Macon, Georgla.... Guests 
in the home of Edith Parsons are her son and 
family. He is on furlough, having recently re- 
turned from Korea. . . Area Manager and 
Mrs. Kubat are planning a vacation trip to 
Portland, Oregon, and the J. H. Bauers are 
planning a trip South. Kathryn Rust, Traffic, 
spent her vacation time at home. 


Roy Mills, Lincoln Plant, finds a background 


bigger than himself on the Needles Highway of 


the Black Hills. 


Sutfon Area 
by Catherine Cassell 


Kay Mankamyer has returned to Greeley, 
Colorado, where she will enter her senior year 
in College. ...Mr. and Mrs. P. V. Eckles and 
Dick spent their vacation in Wyoming, hunting 
and sightseeing. . . . Catherine Cassell spent 
her vacation in Denver, where she visited rela- 
tives. 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


Vacations are still being enjoyed by some 
employees. Boyd Imler, Wire Chief, and Mrs. 
Imler toured Canada and brought back some 
wonderful pictures; Mr. and Mrs. John Eckles 
vacationed in Colorado; and the Kenny Paro 
family enjoyed camping and mountain climb- 
ing in Colorado. They returned with a nice 
tan to prove it. Fred Trim spent his vacation 
at home; and from the traffic department we 
learn that Ada Shipp, Dorothy Hanson and 
Hattie Marquardt all enjoyed vacations at 
home. . . . Connie Piper, Traffic, is wearing a 
beautiful diamond, and the lucky fellow is Carl 
Condon of Central City. Our best wishes to 
both Connie and Carl. ...On September 5, five 
teachers visited the telephone office and were 
shown through the building... Kathy Sughrue, 
our cashier, was honored when she won the 
August sales promotion contest, the prize being 
an ‘‘Arvin” radio. Congratulations to Kathy. 


Accounting 
Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


“It’s 22 miles from Kramer to Lincoln. Took 
me five hours driving the tractor,’ said Charlie 
Lindgren. He’s a cautious driver. ‘“‘There’s a 
fine for exceedin’ the speed limit, you know,” 
he explained. As an explanation that made a 
little more sense than the “cautious” bit. (This 
can readily be corroborated by Larry Connealy, 
one-time rider of Mr. Lindgren’s, who to this 
day wonders how he managed to remain among 
life’s daily survivors during this exciting phase 
of his career. He quit when his insurance rates 
began going up.) “Actually,” Charlie continued, 
“IT ran out of gas’”’ (under these circumstances 
that explanation is believable) ‘‘so I walked to 
a farmhouse for some gas. Then the- (descrip- 
tive adjective to be placed here) -thing broke 
down—so I walked to Sprague for a fan belt. 
After I belted that fan everything was fine.” 
.. . Wayne Stahley spent some vacation time 
visiting in-laws in southeastern Iowa. Rosilyn 
Fahleson spent hers at home... . Dewey Nel- 
sen’s house is almost finished to his satisfac- 
tion. He should be christening it by November 
15.... Eight in the eighth was a good combina- 
tion for Jody Jones at S. So. City—ah those 
long shots. ... October 10 was Maxine Pope’s 
last day. She and her husband are California 
bound where he will study aeronautical engi- 
neering at Northrop Aeronautical Institute. 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 


Carol Carlson, Associate Editor 


Last month yours truly was on a wonderful 
vacation in Maine and therefore missed the 
issue. It seems several of the gals also en- 
joyed late summer trips. . Eunice Bailey 
traveled to the Black Hills, as did Alise Zali- 
kalns. ... Mickey Ward went to Colorado 
and Blanche Buel spent a week in Minnesota. 
... Nina Anderson reports she spent Labor 
Day weekend with her son in Neosho, Mis- 
souri. ... Bonnie Barr spent a week in Law- 
ton, Oklahoma, getting acquainted with her 
new niece. ... Opal Allison had three weeks 
vacation, and when asked what she did with 
all that time, the reply went like this: ‘First 
week, cleaned; second week, traveled; third 
week, recuperated from the first two weeks.’’ 
.. - Ramona Johnson and Helen Short and 
hubbies went to Kansas City to see Cinarama, 
Joan Sprouse spent her vacation moving.... 
Edna Rosane cleaned house on her time off. 
... The funniest thing we’ve seen for a long 
time is Helen Short doing the Hula-Hoop. 


Central Commercial 


Lillian B. Sowers, Associate Editor 


Hula hoops are all the rage—Lyle Reighard 
is no exception. He bought two small ones for 


Kenneth J. Boshart, Pioneer president, congratulates Mr. and Mrs. 
Schulling. In the background, from left are: Jay and Myrtle Pugsley, Arthur 
S. Keckler, Louise Roth, Florence Tatman and Florence Arbogast; all are 
members of the Frank H. Woods Chapter. Mr. and Mrs. Pugsley share with 
the Schullings the rare distinction of being an LT&T retired couple. 


John and Aletha Schulling observed their Golden Wed- 


A telephone family, from left: Lillian Schulling Tolhurst (daughter) was 
once chief operator at Greenwood and Malcolm; Thelma Schuiling Wisen 
(daughter), assistant chief service operator, Lincoln, also worked at Green- 
wood and Malcolm; Mr. 
(granddaughter) once worked for General Commercial; Jack Hardesty (Pat’s 


and Mrs. Schulling; Patricia Tolhurst Hardesty 


husband) works in Lincoln switchroom. 


to claim his bride and bring her to Nebraska. 


ding anniversary with an Open House to their family and 
friends at the Women’s Club at Raymond, Sunday, Sep- 
tember 28. The singular fact that both Mr. and Mrs. 
Schulling have retired on pension from LT&T marks 
this event as extraordinary. It’s probably the first and last 
time for such an occurrence. 

As a girl, Mrs. Schulling worked at the switchboard in 
Holden, Missouri. In 1907 a young fellow approached the 
manager of the exchange looking for work in the plant 
department. When it was learned that he was already a 
veteran of four years telephone experience he was hired 
forthwith. It was John, who lost little time in striking up 
an acquaintance with the local operator and soon a full- 
blown romance was in flower. 

But wages were low and advancement slow in Holden 
and when John learned of an opening with a progressive 
company at Plattsmouth, he hastened to that town and 
landed the job. A few weeks later he returned to Missourj 


Mr. Schulling joined LT&T with the purchase of the 
Plattsmouth properties in 1912. All his years with this 
company were spent as manager at Havelock, Greenwood 
and Raymond, respectively. He retired from active service 
in 1935. 

Mrs. Schulling did not retire until 1951 when she had a 
record of 20 years continuous service with the company, 
19 of which were spent as chief operator-cashier at Ray- 
mond. With the conversion of that exchange to dial she 
went to Lincoln where she worked the last year before 
retirement. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Schulling are members of the Frank 
H. Woods pioneer chapter and the organization was well 
represented among the guests at the Open House. Ken: 
Boshart, chapter president, presented the couple with 
a brass log basket on behalf of the Pioneers. It will adorn 
the fireplace of their new home at Lincoln into which they 
will move in the near future. 
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his children and a large one for himself.... 
Thursday, October 2, at 6:00 p.m., our hungry 
business office gang devoured steaks, baked 
potatoes, salad, garlic bread and coffee at our 
annual steak fry. This year we rented the Izaak 
Walton Club House on North 48th. We all had 


a wonderful time. ... Maxine Scott has moved 
to Firth and commutes each day. Claims that 
country life is pretty nice... . Jack Caldwell 


purchased a ’55 Cadillac and Jerry Salber 
bought Shirley Heiliger’s ’51 Plymouth. Jerry 
has also received his draft notice to appear for 
his physical. ... Early one morning Mary Ellen 
Hansen took her husband to work and her 
daughter Kay to the baby sitter. She took Kay 
out of the car along with the things she needed 
for the day and kicked the car door shut. Upon 
returning she discovred the car door locked 
and her keys in the ignition. Nothing to do 
but call Marv, who took a cab and unlocked the 
door with his keys. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


We were very, very happy to see and wel- 
come the following visitors last month: Walt 
Stewart; Harold Wart, who is still on the 
sick list but getting along just fine; Joy Dobbs, 
who has just returned from Seattle where he 
visited his daughter and family; but the great- 
est surprise and shock of all was the appear- 
ance of Frank Tefft who came strolling into 
the office. We wish to welcome all any time... 
Colorado was the destination of the Ray Clin- 
tons. Roy showed us some photographs taken 
of the beautiful scenery. His trip took him 
through Pueblo, Durango, Ouray, Grand Junc- 
tion, Estes Park and Sidney. He said he had a 
very nice vacation ...If anyone should see a 
beautiful 1957 Studebaker gliding down the 
street, chances are the driver will be Claude 
Helm .. . Our boss seems to be quite a 
fashion plate. One day a total stranger ap- 
proached him on the street, mumbling some- 
thing. Not being able to understand him, Mr. 
Meshier asked what he said. The stranger said 
the suit Mr. Meshier was wearing was the best 
looking suit he had ever seen. 


Custodial 


by Paul Radebaugh 


Ervin Pfeifer spent his vacation helping his 
father-in-law with the stock car races at To- 
peka, Kansas, and traveling through Colorado. 
Harry Leatherman vacationed in California. 
visiting his daughter ... Al Griffis is busy 
fixing up his recently purchased home and is 
hoping winter won’t come too soon ... Hattie 
Staley, our major league baseball fan, took in 
three major league games at Milwaukee over 
the Labor Day holiday. On Sunday she saw 
the Milwaukee Braves play the Pittsburgh Pi- 
rates and on Labor Day saw a doubleheader 
with the Praves and the Chicago Cubs. She 
said she saw Dick Stuart strike out three times. 
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Al Reed (Toll Equipment) and family, back 
from a vacation trailer tour in the west. 


Wire Chief's Section, 14th & M 


by Marilyn Jo Osborn 


On September 11 a few girls met at Tillman’s 
for lunch in honor of Darlene Griffin. Dar- 
lene is leaving us to get ready for her new 
job as a mother ... John Findley is getting 
pretty good on the Hula Hoop he has been 
practicing over the lunch hour so he can show 
the kids in his neighborhood how easy it is 
to twirl... B.D. Pattison spent his last week 
of vacation at his favorite sport—fishing ... 
Vaughn Baum also spent his last week of va- 
cation fishing . . . Magdalene Heser took a 
week’s vacation and visited friends in her home 
town of Beaver Crossing. 


Wire Chief's Section—21st & L 


by Art Albers 


Lyle Higgins spent part of his vacation fish- 
ing at Gavins Point ... Besides a few days at 
Lake Niobrara, Archie Stansbury spent most of 
his vacation at home painting and fixing up his 
house .. . Paul Winscot visited several places 
in Nebraska during his vacation. 


"2" Office 


by Al Alger 


One Saturday evening a party of eight em- 
ployees took their wives to the Steak House 
and later went to Chris Lyberis’ home and 
listened to Hi-Fi music ... On September 20, 
Al Ager received a big surprise when his son 
showed him a wedding certificate. The new 
Mrs. Ager is the former June Legler of Schuy- 
ler ...R. J. Overman completed his vacation 
by resting at home. 


"3" Office 


by Howard Stroup 


Vern Hutchison spent the Labor Day week- 
end at Johnson Lake trying his luck at fish- 
ing. We understand the fish didn’t bite but the 
mosquitoes did. ‘‘How about in-board motor 
boats, Hutch?”’...The second week of Septem- 
ber, C. J. Ritchey went fishing at Ear Fall, 
Ontario, Canada. Charlie reports having very 
good luck as he brought home his limit of 
Walleyes. 


"A" Office 


by Robert Thallas 

Wm. (Bill) Baker and family spent the first 
week of their vacation at Evergreen, Colorado, 
and touring the surrounding country; the sec- 
ond week was devoted to painting and working 
around the house ... Earl Moats and family 
spent a week visiting friends and relatives in 
the Burwell and Taylor areas. The second 
week was spent remodeling the living room of 
his house . . . Bob Livingston was trying his 
best to find a ‘‘bug” that could possibly have 
been causing a cross on a customer's line. In 
the course of his search he was checking the 
protecior side of the mainframe and what 
should he find but a big water bug that had 
crawled up between the springs. It took some 
time before Bob was convinced it wasn’t the 
type bug he was supposed to be looking for... 
Gerald Carter and family journeyed to the 
State of Washington on their vacation. The trip 
took them through Wyoming, Montana and 
Idaho. While at Yellowstone Park in Wyo- 
ming, Jerry met a fellow traveler who was 
sightseeing on a bicycle that had a special 
sprocket and gear to make the going easier in 
the mountains. He also carried a complete 
camping outfit and spare tire. He planned to 
see the entire park in this unusual manner. 


"5-1" Office 
by Kenneth Myhre 
Richard Bauer and family spent his vacation 
visiting relatives in California and taking in 
the sights of the west coast... Ronald Martin 
went to Wyoming to visit friends ... Al Camp- 
bell stayed home during vacation. His daugh- 
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Edith Mattson 
Collects 35 Years 


On September 16, Edith I. Mattson, Stromsburg 
Commercial, became eligible to wear the 35-year 
pin and the event was momentous enough to en- 
tice Tyler Ryan from his desk at Hastings to 
make the presentation. The camera caught the 
scene just as Mr. Ryan was proffering the ruby- 
set emblem to Miss Mattson while Ralph Wait, 
area manager, stood by. Edith was employed by 
LT&T in 1917 and again in 1920 before beginning 
the last “hitch” in 1925. All her service has 
been at Stromsburg. 


ter and grandchildren from Rhode Island and 
Texas were here... Jack Hardesty vacationed 
in the Ozarks in Missouri. The trip was marred 
by an accident and his car was damaged as 
it slid off the road and ran into a sign during 
a rainstorm ... Robert McDowell spent part of 
his vacation on a trip to Denver and the balance 
harvesting his wheat ... Mr. and Mrs. Warren 
Shuck went to Arizona, New Mexico, Utah, 
Colorado and Wyoming on vacation .. . Ralph 
Schweitzer went to the Black Hills in South 
Dakota... Yours truly took part of his vaca- 
tion visiting folks in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 


"6" Office 


by R. Guthrie 


Dick McCall claims his vacation wasn’t very 
exciting as all he did was stay home and paint 
his house ... Yours truly spent the last two 
weeks of his vacation visiting relatives and 
friends in Grand Island, Eddyville and Nap- 
onee: also did a little work around the house. 


Toll Equipment 


by JoAnn Knapp 


Max Jenkins is sporting a new 1958 laven- 
der-and-white Buick, and Frank Norton 
traded his car for a 98 gray-and-white Olds- 
mobile. ... Ivan Paddack and wife spent a 
week of his vacation with his folks in Edgar 
and with his brother who was here from Cali- 
fornia. ... Dave Guthrie took life easy at 
home during his vacation. The A. L. 
Reeds returned Labor Day from a three-week 
trailer tour which included Yellowstone Park, 
Sacramento, Sequoia National Park, Los 
Angeles, Boulder Dam, Grand Canyon and 
Santa Fe. They report a wonderful trip and 
highly recommend the trailer mode of travel 
to really enjoy some of the country’s beautiful 
and interesting places. 


Service Operators 
by Loutse Roth 


Phyllis Gates and husband attended the 
Midwest Horseless Carriage Meet in Rapid 
City, South Dakota, and also toured the Black 
Hills in a 1914 Model T during their vacation. 
... Belle Howery spent her last week of va- 
cation at home. ... Erma Dilworth and fam- 
ily also vacationed in the Black Hills. 


6 @ 
Engineering 
V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Ollie Hoffman, having heard of Gay Hender- 
son’s new volume-method of distributing paint, 
shoved the scatter parts of a half dozen TV sets 
he had finally disassembled, into one big pile 
on his hobby bench. Then, with a bucket of 
paint in one hand and a brush in the other, he 
mounted a ladder. “I was going to paint the 
windows,” he said—on the theory, no doubt, 
that his interior efforts would look better in 
subdued light, or maybe to keep his wife from 
seeing what he was doing on the outside. In 
either case a clear demonstration that Ollie was 
coupling a keen imagination with innate in- 
genuity. Ollie dropped the bucket, all right, 
but instead of turning over and spreading paint 
all around, as Henderson so skillfully managed, 
the bucket plopped right-side-up and to Ollie’s 
amazement the contents exploded in one solid, 
vertical geyser. Ollie commented immediately 
“Glub,” he said. Discussing the experiment 
later, Hoffman admitted it was a failure. In- 
stead of paint going all over everything, it went 
all over Ollie. The only thing he salvaged from 
the effort was the paint that drained off into 
his shoes. Ollie should have gone on a trip like 
Pep Saunders who vacationed in Iowa; or Kay 
Johnson, who went to Colorado. Henderson 
also went to Colorado (probably to forget). Gil 
Sexton visited in-laws in North Carolina in 
August (a September omission), and Sharon 
Deveny vacationed in Philadelphia. . . . Loyal 
Park recently returned from two years with 
Uncle Sam. Most of that time was spent at Fort 
Huachua, Arizona, out in the kitchen, of course. 
Where else would the Army put an engineer? 


“Retired” Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 


Mary Carroll spent a recent week at Grant 

visiting her daughter and old friends, ...« J. 
A. McKinzie set his plans to leave October 9 
to attend the USITA national convention at 
Chicago the following week... . R. M. Cleve- 
land and wife visited recently at Casper, Wyo- 
ming and vacationed in the Colorado moun- 
tains. ... Florence Arbogast spent the week 
of October 4 at Omaha. ... Mrs. Bert Over- 
cash found herself busy during the late sum- 
mer with family events including the mar- 
riage of her grandson Allen Overcash to Vir- 
ginia Hudson. Allen attends Harvard Law 
School and is a former employee. . . . Florence 
McKie had her uncle, Ross Gibson, of Fair- 
bury, as guest for a week in September... 
Bertha Sharp attended a church bazaar and 
dinner at Crab Orchard, September 27. 
Mr. and Mrs. F. M. Strasser spent an enjoy- 
able month on a trip to Montreal and Quebec, 
Canada. The purpose of the trip was to re- 
turn their grandson to his home in Montreal 
after he had spent most of the summer in 
Lincoln. En route to Canada they spent a 
weekend on Lake Erie, visiting their son Dale 
and family at their cabin on the lakeshore. 
After spending several days in the vicinity of 
Niagara Falls, they drove along the shore of 
Lake Ontario, then along the St. Lawrence 
River to Montreal. This part of their driving 
took them past the beautiful Thousand Islands 
area. While in Montreal, Mr. Strasser accom- 
panied his son, Richard, on an inspection tour 
of the U. S. Steel mining development near 
Labrador, approximately 800 miles northeast 
of Montreal. This was more than 500 miles 
from any highway and was truly a wilderness. 
Another highlight of their trip was a 3-day 
visit in Quebec City, viewing its magnificent 
cathedrals, shrines, military memorials, and 
many other interesting sights. The Strassers 
returned through the hills of northern New 
York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio—and 4000 miles 
later arrived back in Lincoln midst a thun- 
derous downpour. F.M.S. says it was a mar- 
velous trip and they saw many beautiful 
things, but he doesn’t recommend toll roads 
for viewing scenery! 
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Things are not always as they seem; and Clem 
Bottorff, installer-repairman COE, is actually fac- 
ing the company camera through the stair railings 
at 4-Office. Clem is one of our 30-year men, 
having passed that service milestone last June. 


Lincoln Traffic 


Kathleen Carey, Associate Editor 


October’s bright blue weather is luring 
many operators to far-away places and by all 
modes of transportation. For instance, Ella 
Hansen traveled by bus to Lubbock, Texas to 
visit her brother and family. Della Wilcox 
entrained for New York and Washington for 
two weeks. Velda Williams motored to Cali- 
fornia and points west. Darlene Multer has 
been up in the air about something and we 
found that it was her air trip to Austin, Texas. 

. . Lillian Hubbard entertained her son from 
Houston on her vacation. Bernadine 
Thompson, recently married, was honoree at a 
dinner at the Steak House given by the serv- 
ice assistants on October 1. She was presented 
with a steam iron....Mary Arthur spent her 
vacation in Dayton, Ohio; Miriam Carter trav- 
eled to Indiana; while Mary Emerson went to 
Illinois to visit her son and family. Donna 
Donovan had an enjoyable time in Dallas 
viewing the Texas-Oklahoma football game. 
Betty Racek and Loretta Murphy had a week 
of fun in Denver. ... Judy Whitney maneu- 
vered herself into a very tight parking place 
with the dexterity of an engineer not long 
ago, only to discover that she couldn’t open 
her car door. But never let it be said of an 
operator that she couldn’t find a route; slim 
little Judy simply crawled out the back win- 
dow with nary a scratch. However, her 
motoring neighbors will probably go through 
life wondering how she got out of there. ... 
Melba Richards narrowly escaped being the 
butt of a joke when she was about to report 
position 66 as not being able to seize a sender, 
but when she re-tested, the cord came clear 
out of the position into her hand. Seems that 
one of the switchboardmen had disconnected 
them. . . . When we gave out the routes to a 
little town in Texas the other night as ‘‘Chi- 
cago 2 plus 817 plus” the angry subscriber pro- 
tested, ‘Oh, no, you don’t; I’m not paying for 
you to go clear around by Chicago to get to 


Texas.” It isn’t as if we were going by taxi, 
Mister. 


General Commercial 


by Marlene Kuhl 
If you hear loud music coming from north- 


west of Lincoln you'll know it’s Marilyn Lang 
enjoying the Hi-Fi set her husband built... . 
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Busy people these days are Leona Shurtleff 
and family as they prepare to move into their 
newly purchased home... . Evidently these flu 
shots are more than some people can take. 
Anyway, Lee Schlentz reacted quite different- 
ly. He donned Lyle Reighard’s coat and started 
back to the office before realizing his mistake. 
... Vacationers this month were Marilyn Lang, 
who visited Kansas City and Denver, and A. M. 
Newens who spent the time catching up on his 
work at home. 


General Traffic 


Joyann Worster, Associate Editor 


The U.S.I.T.A. Annual Convention, October 
13, 14, and 15, at Chicago was attended by 
L. W. Cleveland. Another highlight for Octo- 
ber will be the Human Relations Round-Up. 
Several persons of this department are plan- 
ning to attend. . . . Vacations have been plen- 
tiful with Elsie Andrews going to New York 
and various other exciting places, Jackie 
Schizas spending hers in California and a few 
of us just taking it easy at home. ... This 
will be the last column I shall write for the 
“NEWS” as I am going to assume a new respon- 
sibility—that of being a mother—shortly after 
the first of the year. I want to take this oppor- 
tunity to tell each and everyone connected with 
LT&T how much I have enjoyed being a part of 
the company and working with some of the nicest 
people possible. To those | have worked for, thank 
you for making my job such a pleasant one, and | 
couldn‘t have asked for finer people to be my fel- 
low workers and employer and | certainly will miss 
all of you.—J.W. 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Marcia V. Watson, Associate Editor 


Walter F. Roberts’ brothers and sisters gath- 
ered for their annual week’s reunion at Rock- 
away Beach on Lake Toneycomo in the famous 
Shepherd-of-the-Hills area of the Ozarks. Walt 
and Mrs. Roberts were the youngest of the 
group. The family gathered from both Da- 
kotas, Nebraska, Colorado and New Mexico... 
Mr. and Mrs. Merle Hale enjoyed having their 
son Bob and family from Denver for a visit... 
Paula Otte, of the president’s office, was ap- 
pointed a captain in the Community Chest 
drive at Beatrice ... We all miss Mabel Pettet 
in the cafeteria and hope for her speedy 
recovery. Velma Schaaf has been helping dur- 
ing Mabel’s illness .. . Marcia Watson visited 
in Craig and Denver, Colorado to complete her 
vacation. 


Supply 


Milton Royce visited his favorite vacation- 
land of Colorado around Estes Park and 
Grand Lake. He took several horseback and 
hiking tours in the mountains so really saw 
all the sights. He also went sightseeing in 
Wyoming, Minnesota and Iowa... . Jess Ellis 
visited his son in Albuquerque and took side 
trips from there each day... . Floyd Barnett 
and Bill Rosenthal visited sights in Oregon 
and California. They went salmon fishing but 
were quite disappointed as their wives had 
the best luck. There will be no fishing next 


year! ... Paul Haith toured the Ozarks... . 
John Dittenber remodeled his house... . Bud 
Miller visited relatives in Minnesota. .. . Bill 
Knee and son fished in Minnesota. ... Bob 
Rauch called on us while home on a 21-day 
leave. . . . Dick Howey, Paul Haith, Jim Geist. 


Rod Blakeney, Jack Hale, John Benedict. 
Galort Hemsath, Dick Washut, and Art Sharp 
are back in the swing of college attendance 
along with their part-time work assignments. 

.. The Supply and Construction girls sam- 
pled the culinary arts of Lincoln’s newest. 
magnificent highway eating establishment in 
a farewell dinner honoring Marilyn Carlton. 
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Spectator agree the bhest shot of the 
rolf tournament was made by Kay Johnson, 
Engineering, who felt real good when his 
ball skimmed across the lake to rest a 
scant six inches on the far shore. Kay 
then swung at the hall as he clawed at a 
Precarious foothold on the edge of the 
lake, lost his halance and fell headlong 
into the water amid thunderous applause 
from the rest of the foursome. 
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And Charlie Lindgren got two beautiful 
drives with the same swing. One object 
was later idertified as his cluh-head 
and it outdistanced the hall hy a full’ 
50 vards. He watched the club head 
and later found it; but the tall was 
lost forever, 


Reno Weis, Geneva, denies having a part in this 
episode, but he saw it happen. The Weises, 
with Mr. and Mrs. Charles Crew and two other 
couples, went to South Dakota for some fishing. 
Thev ran out of worms, but Charlev saw a whole 
tubful on his neighbor's” porch. Finding the 
neighbor .absent, Charley and ore of his group 
decided to help themselves. The accomplice had 
his hands full of worms and Charlev was voicing 
approval when a third member of their party 
tiptoed up hehind them and said, "Good after- 
noon!" The two culprits disappeared over the 
horizon, leaving Charley's pipe still smoulder- 
ing in the tub of worms. 
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BGP det 17 WHAT YOUR BEAT-UP CLOCK 
eed Cn a good, hot, Septenher day, Mike Carr, | R SAYS, WN TAREE MINUTES 
, ; es | —— Auburn, accidentally kicked on the heater ARE NOT UP? 
Sti tt SSS while riding with George Eggleston, Mike 
\ i ——_ a he Bigip ms the spot to ret the full 
\i A ie re a i cat - of the searing blast and almost 
ig filed to survive the ride. _ 

Hedwig Fimshaeuser, Reatrice, has some ; | SWEAR. 
fine flowers on her front porch. A pre- he SOMEBODY 
dawn storm awakened her and she hegan to — FRB woven THE 
worry for fear the force of the wind . rc SECTION 
would break the flowers. She hurriedly : 
threw a robe about her and dashed for 
the porch. As she reached the open air 
the door blew shut hehind her and she Dorothy Peterson, Lincoln Traffic, notified a 
was locked out, The milkman came by a fa customer that her three minutes had expired 
few minutes later and made some pointed 0oco WSN e and received a lecture on the inaccuracies of 
remarks about her ideas of comfort. Tom Goldenstein, born and raised in Te- electrical timing equipment. The lady assured 
Hedwig had to walk the dark streets to cumseh, was driving the lines of that Dorothy that her ege-timer had a few more 
her landlord's house for a spare key exchanre with area manager Ted Husing frains of sand to go - and would Dorothy 
before she regained entry. and hecame hopelessly lost a scant mile please adjust her time accordingly. 


from the old Goldenstein homestead. 
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Mayor Roy Weldt, seated, made the first long The pulling of the picks—and the new switch- David City’s new dial telephone ex- 
distance call through the new equipment as H. W. room Springs into life. Up high are, left to right: change was born at one o’clock in the 
Armagost, area manager, tells him he can report Francis Asper and Francis Nichelson|. Below are : : 
the cutover as a complete success. Ben Docekal and Irene Swan. morning, Sunday, November 2. The big 
event was not accompanied by pomp or 
ceremony for folks were too busy for 
diversions. Besides, it is a bit difficult 
to work up an appetite for horn blow- 
ing at such an hour. A tired battalion 
of eastern district plant men, plus one 
from Auburn and one from York, meth- 
odically went about their assignments 
during the ‘‘count-down” and the cut- 
over was effected almost without in- 
cident in the record time of 35 seconds! 
That’s a fine compliment, we think, to 
George Keith, eastern district wire 
chief—and worry chief—who wrapped 
up the lion’s share of pre-conversion 
details. E. L. Barney did himself proud 
in directing the various steps that con- 
stituted the actual cutover. 
A goodly delegation from the general 


Some of the girls—seated: Vivian Dee and Lineah Johnson of D. C. Commercial. Standing: office ae on hand to lend an en- 
Mary Docekal, Mrs. O. B. Dill, Mrs. R. L. Luft, Mrs. H. W. Armagost. couraging note. Among them were 
Thomas C. Woods, Jr., Paul H. Henson, 


Lloyd W. Cleveland, Max C. Walker, 
-y-—jsey HH. W. Spahnie, A. O. Andrews, Ralph 
Py J. Connors, Irene Combs and Elsie An- 
drews. Photographer Loran Powell cov- 
ered the conversion with his camera. 
Among David City dignitaries pres- 
ent were Mayor Roy Weldt and Lee 
Snell, president of the chamber of com- 
merce. Mayor Weldt made the first 
long distance call over the dial system, 
theoretically tearing K. L. Lawson from 
his slumbers to tell him all was well. 
The installation brings direct distance 
dialing for telephone users at David 
City, Bellwood, Brainard, Bruno, Oc- 
tavia, Rising City, Surprise and Shelby. 
Station-to-station calls may now be 
dialed direct from the 2900 telephones 
sy at these exchanges to 275,000 telephones 
«<~* in 66 dial exchanges in southeast Ne- 
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At his station, F. J. Tibbles, who remains as one of the permanent crew of David City switchroom. braska. The direct distance dialing 
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area circumscribes Omaha, Grand Is- 
land, Hastings, Seward, Lincoln, Be- 
atrice and Plattsmouth, and includes 
most other dial exchanges in this 
section. 

As described in former issues of the 
News microwave radio relay, instead of 
wires, is used for transmission of long 
distance calls from David City to Wa- 
hoo and Lincoln. This will handle any 
type of transmission which can be sent 
Over wires and is practically free from 
service interruptions caused by storms 
or natural disturbances. 

Irene Swan, David City chief opera- 
tor, retired from active service with 
the advent of the dial. Eleven of the 
14 remaining operators transferred to 
the Lincoln traffic department. 

The Bruno exchange was converted 
from manual to dial at the same time 
as that of David City. The people of 
the community—more than , 300 of 
them—gave a going-away party Sun- 
day, October 26, for the Bruno opera- 
tors, Vilma Dolista, chief operator, who 
has been at the exchange 18 years; 
Frances Hasik, helper, with 15 years 
at the switchboard; and Irene Chmelka, 
helper, with 13 years service. Com- 
munity singing, a covered dish supper 
and a fine program made up the 
agenda. Mrs. Ben Docekal, retired, took 
over the exchange work so the three 
could attend the party. Miss Dolista 
was presented with a wrist watch, Mrs. 
Hasik and Mrs. Chmelka with jeweled 
necklaces and earrings. Two great 
cakes were baked for the honor-guest 
table; one cleverly made into the form 
of an ancient wall telephone, the other 
lettered, “18 Years of Wonderful 
Service.” 

Miss Dolista transferred to Alexan- 
dria where she succeeds Esther Wit- 
tenberger, who has retired. 
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Visitor from Engineering was L. G. Saunders, who Looking quite at home in his new surroundings 
was pressed into service as official ham-slicer. in the David City switchroom, Francis Asper gives 
“Pep’’ won many fine compliments for his skill a reluctant switch a test. He spent seven years in 
with the stiletto. the Lincoln switchroom forces. 
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Zero hour at the dying switchboard—its last connections made. From left: Irene Combs, traveling 
instructor; Irene Swan, chief operator; and Agnes Michalek, operator. 


“Boning up” on the new order of telephony is O. B. Dill, David City wire chief. 
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E. J. Flowerday, area manager, at right, formal- 
ly presented the 10,000th telephone to subscribers 
Mr. and Mrs. David Rosenberg. 


Harold Kempf, combinationman, gave the his- 
toric telephone a final test as the ceremonies 
began. 
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The City’s progressive spirit reflected 
in swift growth of telephone exchange 


An important marker in Hastings 
telephone history was reached October 
27 with the installation of an attrac- 
tive gardenia-white extension telephone 
in the basement recreation room of the 
David Rosenberg home at 1010 North 
Baltimore. The records identified it 
as the 10,000th telephone on the 
Hasting exchange, the first time this 
number had been reached. With the 
city’s population at about 25,000, this 
amounts to one telephone for every 242 
persons, which places Hastings among 
the leaders in telephone “saturation” 


for cities of its relative size across the 
nation. 


Traditionally the exchange has shown 
consistent telephone growth and as it 
neared the 10,000 mark the daily or- 
ders for installation and removal of 
telephones were carefully tabulated so 
the important installation could be 
identified. The Rosenbergs had long 
felt the need of an added telephone in 


A luncheon at the Clarke Hotel concluded the observance of the installation. Clockwise about the 
table from left: Burt James, editor of the Hastings Tribune; A. B. Gorman, advertising manager; Merl 
Sherman, commercial supervisor; Mrs. David Rosenberg; K. L. Lawson, general commercial superintendent; 
E. J. Flowerday, area manager; David Rosenberg; C. L. (Gus) Van Horn, president Hastings Chamber of 
Commerce; L. W. Cleveland, general traffic superintendent; Fred Barth, mayor of Hastings. 
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the basement, but it was by chance that 
Mr. Rosenberg placed the order at ex- 
actly the proper time. So, before Har- 
old Kempf began running the inside 
wire for the basement extension, Ed 
Flowerday, area manager, reached: for 
his own telephone to spread the word. 

Such a noteworthy occurrence should 
be accompanied with a bit of fanfare 
and a ceremony was hurriedly arranged 
which brought to the Rosenberg home 
the Mayor of Hastings, the president 
of the Hastings Chamber of Commerce 
and several folk from LT&T, including 
a delegation from the general office at 
Lincoln. 

Mr. Flowerday did the honors in stat- 
ing the purpose of the meeting and 
thanked Mr. and Mrs. Rosenberg for 
cooperating so fully in helping recog- 
nize the event. The company could 
blush at the compliments expressed by 
Mayor Barth and by C. L. Van Horn, 
Chamber president. K. L. Lawson, gen- 
eral commercial superintendent, told of 
the problems—pleasant ones—which 
have accrued from Hastings’ telephone 
growth since the dial system was inaug- 
urated there in 1951. Mainly they con- 
cern the dwindling space available for 
equipment extension in the central of- 
fice as the demands for local service 


The Hastings central office in 1914, shortly be- 
fore the former Bell and Independent exchanges 
consolidated under LT&T’s banner in this building. 


continue. L. W. Cleveland, general 
traffic superintendent, spoke of the 
rapid developments in long distance 
communication and of the approach of 
customer toll dialing. 

Hastings is the second largest of 
LT&T’s exchanges. Its subscribers place 
15 million local calls and nearly half a 
million long distance calls in the course 
of a year. The payroll for the 103 
LT&T employees who live at Hastings 
amounts to about $360,000 annually 
while monthly pension checks are re- 
ceived by a sizable group of former 
employees who reside in the city. 

The telephone came to Hastings in 
1881, only five years after its invention. 
The exchange was built by the Ameri- 
can Bell Telephone Company and was 
among the first to be established in 
Nebraska. History relates that the first 
subscriber list was composed of 35 
names. 

It was several years before anything 
but local service was provided. Distant 
communication was left to the tele- 
graph, for equipment was not yet de- 
signed that would permit the voice to 
be projected very far. For a while the 
telephone company acted as agent for 
the Hastings terminal of Western Un- 
ion lines. Telephone connections were 
finally established with Lincoln in 
1893 and this was hailed as one of the 
forward steps of the day in voice com- 
munication. At times the distant par- 
ties could talk directly with one an- 
other, but often an operator in one 
of the intermediate towns would have 
to repeat the conversation from either 
end of the connection. Later, when a 
coil was invented which would bolster 
or amplify the voice currents of distant 
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The Hastings switchboard on ‘Open House” day in February 1915. Hazel Young, right, was chief 
operator. Other local supervisors were: H. W. Wheeler, district plant chief; W. R. Johnson, district 
commercial manager; C. L. Sluyter, district traffic chief; W. C. Cooper, local manager; L. B. Collier, 
chief plant clerk; C. E. Chadwick, wire chief; Tom Jones, construction foreman. 


conversations, it was called the “re- 
peating”’ coil because it replaced the 
“repeating”? operator. 


In 1903 a common battery exchange 
was installed at Hastings and customers 
no longer needed to “turn the crank” 
to get central. There were 1500 tele- 
phones in the city at that time. 


Almost forgotten in the haze of his- 
tory is the fact that Hastings had one 
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1-Walt Traver; 2-a Mr. Jones; 3-R. I. Schouborg; 4-Dr. J. W. Straight and daughter; 5-a construction 
foreman from Cleveland; 6-J. N. Lyman, the company’s vice president: 7-E. A. (Red) Ebersole; 8-a 
cable splicer, also named Jones; 9-unknown; 10-Dad Monfrost; 11-unknown. The picture is from the 


collection of Bob Schouborg, Holdrege. 
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of the first dial exchanges in Ne- 
braska. In 1905 an Independent com- 
pany was formed there from local 
capital, built an exchange and entered 
into competition with the established 
Bell company. The new organization 
offered the Automatic Electric Com- 
pany’s “secret service” dial system with 
one-party lines to all subscribers. The 
battle for customers raged for the next 
eight years. The Bell company came 
into the LT&T family in 1912 as part 
of the Nebraska Telephone Company 
properties purchased at that time. A 
year later the Independent company 
was bought by LT&T and the two 
were consolidated into a single manual 
exchange in 1914. 


The Independent company, when it 
began operations, constructed a build- 
ing at 3rd and Denver. Another floor 
was added to the building at the time 
of consolidation and it was retained as 
the central office for the next 37 years. 


In 1950 LT&T completed its new 
telephone building at 4th and St. Joseph 
streets and installed the dial system. 
The cutover was made July 1, 1951. At 
that time Hastings became Nebraska’s 
first dial toll center. Long distance op- 
erators there could dial calls straight 
through to distant telephones for the 
first time. However, this was limited 
to telephones in southeast Nebraska. 
In 1952 all exchanges in the LT&T or- 
ganization established connection with 
the national long distance dialing net- 
work, Today Hastings operators can 
dial direct to over 30 million of the 
telephones in the United States. and 
even to telephones in Hawaii. 


B. J. Sievers 


Sievers Appointed Acting Controller 


Bruce J. Sievers was designated as 
acting controller upon the retirement of 
I. J. Devoe, November 1. The public 
announcement was made through the 


medium of the Lincoln newspapers by 
Thomas C. Woods, Jr., president, who 


said that formal election for the office 
will be held at the next meeting of the 
board of directors in December. 

Mr. Sievers has “grown up” with the 
accounting department, having turned 
his steps toward the fourth floor of the 
general office building directly upon 
graduation from the university in June 
1926. Once, in the fall of 1927, he was 
lured into another line of business, but 
W. L. Lemon, who was then general 
auditor, prevailed upon him to return, 
and a few weeks later he was back at his 
job as accountant. 

Mr. Sievers’ consummate knowledge 
of his work and of departmental pro- 
cedure was early in evidence and 


brought quick promotion. In August 
1928 he was named plant accountant in 
charge of material reporting and rec- 
ords. In January 1930 he became dis- 
bursement accountant with supervision 
of the “south” section of the depart- 
ment, as it was then divided. A year 
later Mr, Devoe appointed him assist- 
ant general auditor. 


During the thirty-odd years of his 
labors with LT&T immeasurable de- 
mands have been heaped upon the ac- 
counting department as requirements 
for reports multiplied and paper work 
became more voluminous and com- 
plicated. Mr. Sievers’ marked abilities 
for organization were put to full use as 
the various accounting functions were 
streamlined to conform to the need of 
the times. He gave much attention to 
reducing the great bulk of kept records 
through the use of microfilming and 
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lately has directed the study toward 
conversion of departmental practices to 
accommodate and conform to the ad- 
vent of electronic computers. Mr. 
Sievers prepared an article on this sub- 
ject which was published in the March 
1957 “News.” 

Born at Cedar Rapids, Nebraska, Mr. 
Sievers graduated from high school 
there and holds a BSc degree from the 
University of Nebraska. In 1955 he 
craduated from the public utility ex- 
ecutive program of the University of 
Michigan. He is a member of the Amer- 
ican Institute of Manzgement and the 
Institute of Management Sciences, 
Kiwanis, Lincoln chamber of commerce 
and Beta Gamma Sigma, honorary busi- 
ness administration fraternity. He is 
past president of the Frank H. Woods 
pioneer chapter, a member of First 
Presbyterian Church and Crescent 
Lodge 143, AF&’AM at Primrose. 


Mr. Devoe, in his fourth-floor office, with a spectacular view of 
Nebraska’s capitol framed in the window. 


I. J. Devoe, controller, wrote himself a letter a few 
months ago that read something like this: “Our records show 
that you will be 65 years of age on October 23 and therefore 
on the first of the month following your birth date you will 
be subject to retirement.” It was the same letter Mr. Devoe, 
as secretary of the Employees’ Benefit Committee, had writ- 
ten to other employees as they approached retirement age 
during the past 28 years. 


One can hardly receive such a letter without a start, 
for it portends an upheaval in the orderly flow of events; 
the disassociation of things and people that have grown to 
become a part of the set pattern of life. One cannot face this 
prospect without a tinge of regret, but “I. J.” has wisely 
planned for his own retirement just as he had advised 
many another employee to do. He is going to keep doubly 
busy, at least for a while, for he knows that nothing presses 
so hard as complete idleness upon the newly retired. 


The records will show that Mr. Devoe had a service span 
of 31 years plus when his retirement became effective on 
November 1. That would sound as if he appeared on the 
scene in 1927, but his employment with LT&T actually be- 
gan July 27, 1914 when he prevailed upon C. P. Russell, 
auditor, to give him a trial as bookkeeper. The accounting 
department then occupied the second floor west wing of the 
general office building. 


The Telephone News picked up his trail at that time 
and did a pretty good job of reporting his activities for the 
next couple of years. The following excerpts are copied as 
they appeared in this magazine: 


OCTOBER 1915. “I. J. DeVoe, a Lincoln bookkeeper, re- 
turned the first of the month from a 10-day’s vacation 


... I. J. Devoe Retires 


visiting relatives and friends at Lebanon, Nebraska.” 
JULY 1916. “I. J. Devoe, who has been employed in the 
bookkeeping department at Lincoln for the past two 
years, leaves the employ of the company this month and 
has accepted a position with the Monroe Telephone 
Company at Albion. Mr. Devoe has been very popular 
with the ladies in the auditing department and will be 
greatly missed.”’ 
JULY 1917. “I. J. Devoe, who formerly was employed 
in the Lincoln auditing department was married recently 
to Miss Lelia Ruth Moore, of Albion, where Mr. Devoe 
has been employed by the Monroe Telephone Company 
as accountant since leaving Lincoln. The News extends 
congratulations to the newly married couple.” 
The News also noted that he was a graduate of Lebanon 
ee School, Franklin Academy and Lincoln Business Col- 
ege. 


He rose to become assistant manager of the Monroe 
company before returning to Lincoln in 1918 to join the staff 
of the State Railway Commission as accountant. About two 
years later he resigned to become secretary-treasurer and 
auditor of the Western Good Roads Service Company at 
Lincoln. He rejoined the Railway Commission as chief ac- 
countant in 1923 to supervise the accounting practices of 
some 200 companies in Nebraska. In June 1929, Mr. Devoe 
once more turned his steps toward LT&T to accept a posi- 
tion as an untitled member of the general auditor’s staff. 
In April 1930, W. L. Lemon, general auditor, appointed Mr. 
Devoe as his assistant. Mr. Lemon’s sudden death from 
a heart attack occurred less than a month later and Mr. 
Devoe was appointed to succeed him as general auditor. The 
change of title from general auditor to controller came in 
April 1955. 


In the attrition of years, little remains of the accounting 
methods of LT&T as first viewed by Mr. Devoe. This art or 
profession has undergone as startling an evolution as any 
other phase of telephony. The need for more detailed rec- 
ords and extensive reports compels the continual changing 
of accounting procedures. “I. J.” has been instrumental in 
introducing hundreds of streamlined practices and labor- 
saving devices into the department. 


The accounting folk gave a going-away party for Mr. 
Devoe on his birthday, October 23, and in a sort of “This Is 
Your Life” program several things came to light that were 
unknown to most of his co-workers and had almost been 
forgotten by the Honored Guest. One was that Mr. Devoe 
had been the manager of a prize fighter back in the early 
‘twenties. His stable consisted of but one pugilist, a young 
dynamo who fought under the pseudonym of “Smiling” 
Springer. The venture was more for the thrills than for 
profit and did not long endure. 

Although Mr. and Mrs. Devoe’s immediate plans call 
for activities as strenuous as before, it is pleasant to know 
that they will continue their home in Lincoln and wil] be 
available and near-at-hand to their many friends of the 
company and community. 

Long active in industrial, civic and fraternal organiza- 
tions, Mr. Devoe is a past president of the Lions Club, Uni- 
versity Club and Zodiac Club; a member of Liberty Lodge 
300, AF&AM, the Scottish Rite and Ritualistic Divan of the 
Shrine. 

He is a member of the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce 
and was appointed by the Governor in 1941 as a member of 
the advisory council to the Division of Employment Secur- 
ity. He served for six years as a board member of the Lin- 
coln General Hospital and as its president for a term. He 
has served on the Accounting committee of the USITA since 
1930 and is now chairman of this committee. 

Mr. Devoe is currently secretary-treasurer of the Ne- 
braska Telephone Directory Company, a member of the 
board of trustees of Westminster Presbyterian Church, and 
a charter member of the Frank H. Woods chapter of tele- 
phone pioneers, 
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October Sales Participation by 139 
Employees is Best of Entire Year 


The Month's Sales Incentive Award 
Goes fo Myron Birdsley of Auburn 


It was left to the southern district manager to break the 
charm and to be first to strike a suspicious note in the widely 
advertised “honest” drawing of prize winners from the big 
glass bowl. Mr. Burge first stated his intention of selecting 
a winner from the southern district and even though Lloyd 
Oglesby gave the capsules a vigorous shake, the district 
manager’s fingers clamped unerringly upon the pill contain- 
ing the name of Myron Birdsley, wire chief at Auburn. 
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Myron Birdsley, Auburn wire chief, receives the October award with a 


happy smile. Bill Quinn, sales supervisor, at left. George Eggleston, area 
manager, at right. 


Later in the day, Bill Quinn, sales supervisor, and Loran 
Powell, photographer, drove into Auburn to present the 
October prize; a miniature, loud-playing, transistorized radio. 
Myron was all a-quiver. They’d selected the prize he 
yearned for most of all. 


A great many capsules were added to the bowl for the 
month; for October participation in the sales program was 


the highest of any one-month period in the year, with its 
total of 139 participants. 


The extension band wagon campaign also showed an 
upturn and on November 1 listed 81 employees aboard, with 


sales of 113 extensions and an additional $1,518 in annual 
revenue. 


The Band Wagon will continue to roll through December. 
A number of employees requested the lengthening of the 
campaign so they could be numbered among the happy 
throng through their promised Christmas extension sales. 
The early birds already are beginning to talk about those 
beautifully gift-wrapped extensions and some have even 


taken orders for telephones to be installed the day after 
Christmas. 


RELIEVE THEIR TENSIONS 
--WITH EXTENSIONS! 


We never need to be apologetic in approaching our 
neighbors and friends to sell them a Christmas extension— 
or a colored set—or a main station. It’s a gift they will use, 
and thank you for, all through the year. The range of colors 


now available can ADD beauty and charm to any room. 
They add prestige, too. 


Another item that should not be overlooked in trying for 
Christmas sales is the additional line. More often than not 
large households, or those with teenagers, are actually in 
need of a second telephone entrance into the home. Many 
parents enthusiastically subscribe to the notion of presenting 
their growing daughter or son with a telephone in their own 
room—and listed under their own name in the directory. 
You probably can think of a dozen prospects for this par- 
ticular service. We’ll wager you can sell half of them! 


Clyde Burge, southern district manager, was so confident that he 
could draw a prize winner from his own district that he even turned 
his head while making the drawing. The bowl of capsules is held by 
Lloyd Oglesby, Beatrice area manager. 


Deroy Helfer 
Nebraska City 
40 Years 
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J. L. Garrett 
Geneva 
10 Years 


L. H. Schmutte 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


A. B. Gorman 
Lincoln 
30 Years 
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Cc. W. Helm 
Lincoln 
30 Years 
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A1 YEARS H. O. Wentink, Hastings. 

AQ YEARS Deroy Helfer, Nebraska City. 
38 YEARS Mary Bethscheider, Hebron; J. T. 
May, Lincoln. 


37 YEARS H. H. Lahr, Hastings; Martha 
Merz, Seward. 


34 YEARS Eita Griffin, Geneva; W. A. 


Rosenthal, Lincoln. 
33 YEARS Cecile Anderson, J. E. Backstrom, 
Lincoln. 


32 YEARS Rosalie Carlson, Della Wilcox, 


Lincoln. 
31 YEARS Irene Combs, Lincoln. 
30 YEARS A. B. Gorman, C. W. Helm, 


Lincoln. 


28 YEARS Lavina McElroy, Wilber; Helen 
Ofe, Plattsmouth. 


27 YEARS Louise Schmidt, Lincoln. 
26 YEARS Miriam Carter, R. E. Hibbert, 


Lincoln. 
23 YEARS Marie Jackson, Lincoln. 
21 YEARS Ethel Daharsh, Lincoln. 


19 YEARS Dorothy Darnold, Hastings; Man- 
dane Reid, Fairbury. 


17 YEARS Clara Costello, Tecumseh; D. D. 


Smith, Lincoln. 


16 YEARS Mabel Volpp, Lincoln. 


15 YEARS Darlene Remmers, Beatrice; H. 
\V. Tubbs, Hastings. 


14 YEARS J. P. Howland, Lincoln; Lucile 
Lane, Weeping Water. 

12 YEARS A. L. Ackermann, Fairmont: 
Eunice Bailey, T. G. Goldenstein, Lincoln: 
Dorothy Biggerstaff, Auburn; V. V. Clark, 
Pawnee City; W. K. Menze, Seward: Gearl- 
deen Williams, Superior. 


11 YEARS A.C. Andres, Stromsburg; Luetta 
Bacon, Hastings; W. I. Duer, C. H. Misch- 
nick, Joan Moorberg, Lincoln; R. H. Fischer, 
Wymore; R. A. Francis, Hebron; F. G. 
Rowlison, Osceola. 


10 YEARS L. D. Burch, Crete; J. L. Garrett, 
Geneva; L. V. Higgins, W. L. Higgins, L. H. 
Schmutte, Lincoln; A. L. McVay, Auburn: 
J. L. Roth, Hastings; G. C. Shipley, Seward. 


9 YEARS Belva Gleason, C. J. Tracy, Lin- 


coln; Norma Hahn, Tecumseh. 


8 YEARS K. J. Ferguson, M. E. Joosten, 
R. L. Wilson, Lincoln; Ewald Ochsner, Has- 
tings; Eva Schmidt, Nebraska City. 


7 YEARS Evelyn Dravland, E. E. Knipple, 
G. E. McCown, R. G. Mathis, Paula Otte, L. 
J. Reuter, Lincoln; Darlene Rech, David City. 


6 YEARS Eunice Jun, Nebraska City; E. D. 
Pratt, Lincoln. 


5 YEARS Kathryn Bayless, JoAnn Knapp, 
R. N. McDowell, Lincoln. 


W. L. Higgins 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


L. V. Higgins A. L. McVay G. C. Shipley 
Lincoln Auburn Seward 
10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 
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H. W. Tubbs 
Hastings 
15 Years 


Darlene Remmers 
Beatrice 
15 Years 


L. D. Burch 
Crete 
10 Years 
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J. L. Roth 
Hastings 
10 Years 


Helfer Aftains 40 Years 


—And Retirement 


This sort of statement would be hard 
to prove; but we’re sure our 55-year 
history shows no precedent for such a 
coincidence as an employee reaching a 
40th service anniversary on the very 
day of retirement. 


Score one for Deroy Helfer of Ne- 
braska City Plant. He accomplished 
such a double feat on November 1. 


That date falling upon a Saturday, 
Mr. Helfer’s anniversary party was 
moved a day ahead and accordingly, a 
group gathered at the Cornhusker Ho- 
tel for a luncheon on October 31 to do 
honors to Deroy’s 40 years of credited 
service with LT&T and to wish him bon 
voyage on his entry into the life of 
retirement. 

R. H. Gray, Ivan Livingston and Al 
Letellier accompanied him from Ne- 
braska City, while the presence of A. M. 
Newens, former area manager there, 
added another touch of local flavor. 
Other well-wishers at the luncheon in- 
cluded company officers and depart- 
ment heads, while Messrs. Spahnle and 


gurgling stream. 


Keith represented the eastern district 
office. 

Mr. Helfer’s service with the com- 
pany began with several brief terms of 
temporary employment at Geneva and 
thereabouts during the years 1915 and 
1916. His continuous stand started in 
December 1918 when he took over the 
job of county troubleman for the Fair- 
bury exchange. It was exactly three 
months later that he transferred to 
Dunbar as manager. In September 
1920 he joined the Auburn plant de- 
partment for an eleven year residence. 
He moved to Nebraska City in 1935. 

Mr. Helfer belongs to the ‘fold school’’ 
of telephone men who learned the trade 
when the only power tool was the 
power of will. They dug holes in frozen 
ground with “long handled banjos” 
and wrestled poles upright by strength 
of arm and perseverence. Theirs was 
a hard and rugged profession and it 
was considered “sissy” to feel heat or 
cold or pain. Back in 1950, while Mr. 
Helfer was pulling slack on a rural 
line, he toppled over backward from 
the pole top, crashing to the earth, 
some 20 feet below, on his head and 
shoulder. He was working alone, and 
for a long while lay unconscious and 
unnoticed by the road side. When at 


~~ 10 Be 


sedentary pursuits. 


Fishin’ Good at Pioneer Stag 
Chapter Men Gather at Seward, October 18 


Officially kicking off the fall Pioneer social season was 
the men’s stag party, held at Hughes Brothers’ cabin on 
Lincoln Creek, west of Seward. It was also the first event 
to be staged by the new Pioneer sociai chairman, Dick Hob- 
son, and most of the three dozen men in attendance were 
ready to vote him the merit award for his efforts. 


The stag began at mid-morning with several golfers taking 
advantage of the invitation from the Seward Golf Club to 
make use of their course. As advertised, the cabin was 
opened at two o’clock, at which time the man with the key 
found a sizable line formed at the door as he drove up. 
There was a bit of trapshooting in the woods back of the 
cabin and the picture tells the story of the adventure of 
Waldo McDowell and Chapter President Ken Boshart on 
the banks of Lincoln Creek. You can read more about the 
big fish on Page 12. 


This semi-annual event used to be billed as a “Fishing 
Stag.” In early years most of the boys brought along their 
tackle and worms, but bad luck dogged their efforts, and 
rarely was an “eatin’ fish” taken from the waters of the 


Lately the former outdoor men have turned to more 
They may be found inside the cabin 
playing cards and quoting Hoyle. No one has ever shown 
signs of being bored at a Pioneer stag, for there is always 
a friend at one’s side. 


Byron Pattison, Gay Henderson and Don Rutledge made 
up the personnel of the committee in charge. They did most 
of the work. The guests got out of their way as they pre- 
pared and served the evening meal, washed the dishes 
and cleaned up the cabin. It was the outspoken opinion of 
those present that the three were excellent cooks, fair 
housekeepers and lousy waiters. 


ot ’ F 
Vice President Merle M. Hale, right, presented 
Mr. Helfer with his 40-year pin. At left are R. H. 


Gray, area manager, and Thomas C. Woods, Jr., 
president. 


last he opened a dizzy eye, he painfully 
climbed back to the top of the pole and 
finished the job, then drove to a neigh- 
boring farm house to report the acci- 
dent to the wire chief. An ambulance 
was dispatched to the farm and Deroy 
taken straight to the hospital where 
his condition was found to be of serious 
nature. 

That sort of attitude comes from 
training in the ‘old school.” Its gradu- 


Death of Oura L. Smith 


Oura L. Smith, who retired from 
service as operator at Milford in Oc- 
tober 1944, died at a Seward hospital, 
Sunday, October 19. She was 75 years 
of age and had been a resident of 
Seward for the past ten years. 


Originally from Beaver Crossing, 
Miss Smith was reared at the home of 
her grandparents. In her girlhood she 
took a fancy to telephone work and 
often tarried at the local exchange. She 
often remarked that she never re- 
ceived any special instruction, but 
learned to operate the board by watch - 
ing others. She soon was able to take 
a turn at the board when the regular 
operators were busy. 


There came a time when she de- 
cided she might as well enter the busi- 
ness, and applied to fill a vacancy at 
the Milford switchboard in Septem- 
ber 1921. She continued her work there 
for 23 years and during a two-year 
period from 1928 to 1930 acted as chief 
operator. Milford subscribers remem- 
ber well the pleasant, efficient manner 
in which she handled their calls during 
her years at that exchange. 

Funeral services were held Wednes- 
day, October 22 at Seward, with inter- 
ment in the Milford cemetery. Miss 
Smith was survived by one sister an‘ 
several nieces and nephews. 


Don't Peel Rubber, Man 


We've upgraded our vocabulary on 
this parchment so the younger set won't 
be deprived of some good advice 
through a breakdown in communica- 
tions. . 

When we lamp all these wild accident 
statistics, it’s like the end. The future 1s 
nervous enough, but with all these 
untimely demises it’s crazy, man. 

You juveys are soft as grape on 
safety, but it'll orbit if you play house 
with it. You peel too much rubber to 
get nowhere in haste, but too often 
some cat ends up among the lily-whites 
because some joker goofed. It don't 
matter who fanned the blaze, someone 
gets dispatched, no less. 

We want you to spread the news. 
Safety is the most. No hopeful gets 
hep between sundowns. You gotta hit 
’m again and again with the frantic 
word. Take the word, housebreak it, 
then gather the gang for a spitball 
session. If nothing jells, rewrap it! A 
cool conception leaves ’em with the 
most to say the least. 

When you lamp a crazy pass that 
might exterminate some cat or chick, 
run a count-down on the situation. Say, 
“Friend, I’m not the greatest, but you 
shouldn’t continue that kind of jazz. 
You’re a gasser in some lines but your 
pipes are sucking air on that bit.” 
That’s the pitch. Dig me? 


Construction of Hebron Building is Under Way 


Formal ceremonies were held October 21, marking the breaking of ground for Hebron’s new dial 


exchange building. Construction is expected to be completed next spring and the dial equipment 
installed by the latter part of the year. 


The general contract for the building was awarded to Pat Hutson Construction Company of Fair- 


bury, the mechanical contract to Geneva Sheet Metal Works and the electrical contract to Modern 
Appliance Company of Deshler. 


Participants in the groundbreaking were: Front row from left: Pat Hutson, general contractor; 
Walter Powell, secretary, Hebron Chamber of Commerce; E. H. Wellman, manager; Thomas C. Woods, Jr., 


president; Clarence Wright, president, Hebron Chamber of Commerce; James Kenner, Jr., Mayor of 
Hebron. 


Back row: George T. Jones, former telephone manager, retired; W. W. Eden, building design engi- 
neer; Ferd McKenzie, Hebron city councilman; A. M. Newens, commercial engineer; M. M. Hale, vice 
president; Paul H. Henson, chief engineer; Regina Bethscheider, chief operator; Merlie Markuson, 
traveling instructor; Margaret Bethscheider, former chief operator, retired; Dr. Louis G. Bunting, city 
ccuncilman; Mary Bethscheider, Hebron Traffic; Gordon Wilson, city councilman; Tyler Ryan, district 


manager, Arlan Hohl, electrical contractor; Max C. Walker, general plant superintendent. 


Happiness Ahead 


Esther Baker, Lincoln Commercial, became 
the bride of Holly Jewell in a ceremony 
performed at St. Paul Methodist Chapel on 
October 19. 

Mabel Bodkin, secretary, eastern district, 
and Robert Lipskey were united in marriage 
November 1 at St. James Methodist Church, 
Lincoln. 

Joan Fisher, Geneva Traffic, became the 
bride of Donald Steider on September 28 at 
the Methodist Church in Geneva. The couple 
will live in Topeka, Kansas. 

Betty Moul, Geneva Traffic, and Lawrence 
Ackland were married October 19 at the 
Methodist Church in Fairmont. 

Dixie Price, Hastings Traffic, became the 
bride of Albert Will on September 26 at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church in Hastings. 

Clifford Smith and Joy Bickford ex- 
changed vows November 2 at the Warren 
Methodist Church in Lincoln. Clifford is a 
warehouseman. 

The marriage of Viola Wall, Geneva Traf- 
fic. and Harold Sole was solemnized October 
26 at Christ Lutheran Church in Davenport. 
Mrs. Sole has resigned and her plans are in- 
definite as her husband 1s being sent to Ice- 
land. 
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Second Generations 


John Christensen, son of Betty Chris- 
tensen, Nebraska City Commercial, was 
one of 54 players who made the trip to 
Ames, Iowa as a member of the U. of 
N. freshman football squad. He stands 
6-2, weighs 175 and plays halfback. 


Dale Gray, son of Bob Gray, area 
manager, Nebraska City, was selected 
as a member of Delta Sigma Phi, hon- 
orary business administration frater- 
nity of the U. of N. Membership re- 
quires a scholastic average of 5.0.. John 
is a junior in Business Administration. 


John Musselman, son of Vic Mussel- 
man, Engineering, was a member of the 
national championship team in the 4-H 
dairy stock judging contest held at 
Waterloo, Iowa. The team competed on 
sectional and state levels before being 
qualified to represent Nebraska in the 
national contest—the fourth time in 
30 years that Nebraska has won. The 
team is now scheduled to compete for 
international honors against the world’s 
best in a contest to be held in England. 
32 states were represented by teams at 
Waterloo. 
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Our Cover 


Everyone likes the fall in Nebraska, 
with its frost-nipped foliage in a riot of 
color. But later the leaves lose their 
beauty as they fall and flutter on well- 
kept lawns. Doing their leaf-work, on 
the cover, are the Bob Cardwells of 
Engineering. Bob and Myna get help 
(?) from their three boys: Bill, 2; Jim, 
4: and Tom 5%. 


Rate Case 
"Under Advisement” 


The application of LT&T for a re- 
pricing of exchange services was taken 
under advisement by the State Rail- 
way Commission on October 31. The 
hearing on the company’s petition be- 
gan September 23, but a continuance 
was granted September 25 to give pro- 
testing attorneys an opportunity to 
study the testimony and exhibits pre- 
sented by company witnesses. The 
hearing was to resume October 15, but 
the Commission granted a further de- 
lay until Thursday, October 30. At 
that time the testimony was largely 
confined to explanations by company 
officials of testimony previously given. 
LT&T is seeking an increase to net 
about $85,000 additional revenue per 
month. 


It's Everybody's Business 


An Editozial 


In LT&T’s recent application for a 
rate adjustment, it was pointed out that 
the company’s last general rate increase 
was obtained in 1953 and since that 
time the cost of doing business had 
risen tremendously. 


For example, iron wire had gone up 
29.9%, poles 26.8%, telephones 20.6% 
and taxes about 55%. Five general 
wage increases since 1953 had added 
$1,547,375 to our outlay which in itself 
was more than we received in the 1953 
rate increase. 


The application explained that 
through various economies and effi- 
cient operating practices the company 
had been able to offset a portion of 
these increased costs. Individual pro- 
duction also increased through the 
adoption of time-saving equipment. 
We Americans have a standard of liv- 
ing at least three times better than 
most people of the world. One of the 
main reasons for this is that we have 
brought about a constantly improving 
production per man-hour through the 
use of modern tools and equipment. 

As each new production improvement 
is made, a substantial part of the bene- 
fits are passed along to the consumer, 
usually in the form of better quality 
at the same or a lower price. And 
that is the way our standard of living 
has risen over the years. 

But there are forces at work against 
this process. We know that the cost of 
living has steadily increased over the 
span of years. It has soared about 35% 
in the past decade. In general this has 
been more than offset by wage in- 
creases. But most of our hard-won 
benefits could be wiped away if the 
wage-price spiral is not brought under 
control—and kept there. The danger 
of runaway inflation is definitely in- 
creasing and that is a matter of grave 
concern to all; particularly to those 
now on pension or who are approaching 
retirement age. 

Now some of the things which spawn 
inflation are: big government spend- 
ing, big government borrowing, big 
government debt, our greatest private 
debt, and immense private buying 
power. The ascension of prices and 
wages is also a potent factor in infla- 
tion, and the one we can see most 
clearly at work affecting our living 
standard. 

Suppose the wages of all America’s 
workers were to be raised tomorrow, 
without increasing the man-hour pro- 
duction. Then the additional money 
would add itself to that which was 
available to buy the same amount of 
goods we had before. Adding to the 
money supply has a tendency to push 
the going prices upward on a given 
amount of goods or services. Thus a 
dollar would not buy quite as much as 
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it did before. In other words, the dol- 
lar’s value would shrink. Since 1940 
the dollar’s purchasing power has been 
reduced by 52 cents. 


Of course the incident of a few peo- 
ple receiving a raise does not visibly 
disturb the purchasing power of our 
dollars. But when a general raise oc- 
curs throughout America—without a 
corresponding boost in goods produced 
—those who get the raises receive on’7 
temporary or partial benefits, for in- 
variably the whole price structure ad- 
justs itself upward, boosting the cost 
of living for everyone. Penalized to 
the greatest degree are those who 
didn’t share in the raise, retired folk, 
and those who must live on savings 
that once seemed adequate but now 
become insufficient for their needs. 


The Big Fish 


Sad to say, the poor fish shown on 
page 10 has been dead for nigh onto 30 
years. Some may have recognized it as 
the stuffed tarpon that once graced the 
walls of the chief engineer’s office and 
later the men’s club room at Lincoln. 


One morning in January 1929, as it 
was swimming a lazy patrol through 
its home waters in the Panuco River of 
Old Mexico, it caught sight of a tempt- 
ing fly and turned like a flash to gulp 
it down. Then began one of the fiercest 
struggles ever known in those parts, 
dragging out over the course of an 
hour or more. The victor was Hiland 
H. Wheeler, Jr., then chief engineer, 
who made the trip mainly to match 
strength and skill with the fighting 
game fish. Mr. Wheeler had no idea 
he would do battle with the champion 
of the river. He had the tarpon 
mounted and kept it close at hand dur- 
ing his lifetime. 


Of late years the tarpon has deterior- 
ated badly and rather than to consign 
the carcass to the city dump some of 
the boys thought it would be appropri- 
ate to return the old champ to the ele- 
ment from whence he sprung. Messrs. 
McDowell and Boshart are actually 
putting the fish INTO Lincoln Creek. 
We hope our readers didn’t get the im- 
pression he was caught at the “Fishing 
Stag.” 


Blessed Events 


Mark Edward Cole, son of Don and Jolene 
Cole, made his appearance October 14. Don 
is employed in Lincoln Construction and 
Jolene is a former Accounting employee. 


Mr. and Mrs. Larry Hudson proudly an- 
nounce the arrival of Bruce Eugene on Octo- 
ber 9. June is on leave from Lincoln Traffic. 


Mr. and Mrs. Darryl (Mike) Hunt are the 
parents of a daughter, Robyn Leslee, born 
October 12. Mike is employed in York Plant. 


Who's Your Beneficiary: 


Nothing in this world stands still. 
Times and conditions are in a continual 
state of change. Business details that 
you took care of a couple—or maybe 
ten—years ago seldom apply to the cir- 
cumstances of the present day; even 
though, legally, they are binding as 
ever. 

So it is with our group insurance 
beneficiaries. The payment for each 
policy, in event of death, must-be made 
in accordance with the directions stated 
by the employee. We all: know that 
these beneficiaries should change; 
through marriage, deaths in the family, 
birth of other heirs, etc., and this maga- 
zine has given voice to this premise 
more than once. | 

Some recent unhappy occurrences 
have forcefully recalled that the sub- 
ject is one that should be kept con- 
tinuously before those employees who 
are insured under the program. We're 
asking you — if you’re one — to take a 
few moments to unfold your company 
group insurance certificate and check 
the name of the beneficiary and if a 
change is needed to get that information 
to your supervisor so that the proper 
entry can be made. You ought to do it 
right away, before you forget. 


Promotions--Transfers 


Juanita Schleif Caroline Lewis 


Commercial 
Sigrid Hohl, clerk to service representative, 
Lincoln. 
Maudie Slocum, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 


Plant 

Carl E. Crouse, driver-lineman, Construc- 
tion, Lincoln to Nebraska City. 

James A. Jacobsen, groundman, Construc- 
tion, Lincoln, to shopman, Supply. 

James Landenberger, switchb>.ardman, 
Crete, to switchman, Lincoln. 

Robert L. Luft, lineman, Cénstruction, 
Lincoln, to combinationman, David City. 

John J. Richards, lineman, Construction, to 
combinationman, Nebraska City. . 

James C. Smith, installer-repairinan, COE, 
Tecumseh to Auburn. ; 

Rolland Uffelman, groundman,; York to 
Lincoln. 

Traffic 

Caroline Lewis, operator to service assistant, 
York. 

Juanita Schleif, service assistant, Lincoln, 
to traffic staff assistant, General Traffic. 


(. E. Lawson, 1898-1958 


Clarence Earl Lawson, 60, switchman 
at Lincoln, died at a local hospital Oc- 
tober 28 following a recurrence of a 
heart ailment from which he apparently 
had been staging a 
satisfactory recov- 
ery. 

Mr. Lawson was 
first taken ill last 
July and, after sev- 
eral weeks in criti- 
cal condition, had 
thrown off the ef- 
fects of the attack 
to regain almost 
full health and 
strength. He return- 
ed to work Mon- 
day, October 13, and was optimistic at 
the manner in which he could absorb 
eight hours of labor with no ill effects. 
He even took his place with the bowl- 
ing team on Wednesday evening; but 
on Friday he began to feel ill and on 
Saturday suffered an acute attack at his 
home and was returned to the hospital. 
There his condition worsened with 
successive seizures through the several 
days before his passing. 


Earl was a personable man; of con- 
genial temperament, steady habits and 
fixed purposes. He entered into few 
activities, but to those he gave un- 
stintingly of his time and talents. His 
wife, his church, his work, his lodge 
and his bowling; these were the objects 
of his attention and to each he gave 
full measure of his thoughts and devo- 
tion. 


On the day before his final sickness 
came upon him, he had been wiring a 
switch at 2-Office and couldn’t make 
it work properly. He’d left the job un- 
done when he went home. Al Ager, 
2-Office foreman, visited him at the 
hospital the next day and even through 
his pain Earl managed to say, “I know 
what is wrong with that switch now—”’ 
and told Al of a change of wiring that 
should be made. Later Ager wired the 
switch as Earl had told him—and it 
worked perfectly! 


Folks in the switchroom do not recall 
that Earl was ever sick before in the 
28-plus years he has served as switch- 
man. He was almost machine-like in 
his punctuality and perfection. He de- 
lighted in conversation, and this trait 
helped him build a wide circle of 
friends. A devoted couple, Earl and 
Mabel Lawson were seldom apart in 
their leisure hours. She was invari- 
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Earl indulged it in his fe ite pastime of 
bowling. 


He was a member of Masonic Lodge 
No. 54 at Lincoln and for years was 
chairman of the posting committee for 
the first degree. But though others 
were assigned to help, Earl himself did 


all the work of bringing scores of new 
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members to proficiency for their oral 
examinations—a prodigious job, but 
one in which he took the greatest pride. 

Funeral services were held at St. 
Paul’s Evangelical and Reformed 
Church on October 30. Masonic serv- 
ices were conducted at the graveside 
at Wyuka. 


Mosier Wins Honors 


A Fort Monmouth news clipping last 
July told of the graduation of Norman 
L. Mosier from a basic electronics 
course with a 98% average to place 
first in his class of 76. Such an aver- 
age, the paper stated, had not been 
reached by any student in more than 
a year. 

Norman Mosier spent a year with 
LT&T before entering service last 
February. He was a splicer’s helper for 
Splicer Bob Clark. Cliff Artz received 
a letter from Norman a few days ago 
and was kind enough to loan it to 
the News for quoting. The letter reads, 
in part: 

“So far life has been O.K. I com- 
pleted basic the last of April and had 
an ll-day leave. Then I came to Fort 
Monmouth to be enrolled in the micro- 
wave radio equipment, repair and op- 
erations course. So far I am getting 
along real good and am proud to gain 
what I have. I find the Army is just 
what you make it and I feel privileged 
to be able to get this education. I hope 
that in about two years I’ll be able to 
come back to LT&T and get to work on 
nicrowave equipment. 

“Right now I am in the 22nd week 
of a 30-week course. This week is easy 
as it deals with hooking up cable as 
we used to do it. So far I have a 96.7% 
average, three-tenths of a point higher 
than any given to date, and rank first 
in the class of 76 students. I really en- 
joy the work in electronics and think it 
is the thing of the future.”’ 


For Christmas he needed some cash. 
The Co-Op, he found. 

Was the best place around 

To get a good loan in a flash. 


Diane Feldstein 


Discover the convenience of 
dealing with your Employees Co- 
operative Credit Association. 


There was an employee named Nash; 


Old Grads Flock to Human Relations Round-up 
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The fourth annual Human Relations 
Round-up was held October 23 at the 
Lincoln Hotel and served as Home- 
coming for 122 “old grads” of the 
course in Human Relations in Manage- 
ment given by the company since 1953. 
The 14th and latest class completed 
the course in December 1957. 

The leader for the Roundup was How- 
ard Baumgartel, Ph. D., who currently 
teaches business administration prac- 
tices, graduate and undergraduate 
courses in Human Relations, social and 
industrial psychology at the University 
of Kansas. 

In his three lectures before the 
group, Dr. Baumgartel chose as his 
subjects: “The Science of Man and the 
Art of Administration,” “Patterns In 
Administrative Leadership” and “Feel- 
ings, Perceptions and Action.” 

The schedule for the day was intro- 
duced by Merle M. Hale, vice president, 
at 10 asm. There were small group dis- 
cussions on human relations problems 
in both forenoon and afternoon sessions. 
After-dinner remarks were made by 
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President Thomas C. Woods, Jr., and 
other officials. The luncheon, of roast 
sirloin with trimmings, was served in 
the Terrace Room. Adjournment was 
at four o’clock. 


Both the Human Relations program 
and the annual Round-Up of its stu- 
dents are sponsored by the personnel 
department. 


A “small group’’ form a huddle as they delve 
into their assignment of solving a hypothetical 
personnel case. 


Hula-Hoopers 


No doubt some of our employees have been practicing with the hula-hoops for a long time, for 
how else could the professional gyrations, such as those pictured above, be explained? The scenes were 
caught by various cameras in recent social gatherings. Left to right: Thelma Wisen, assistant chief 
service operator, performed at her birthday party—a steak fry at the Les Livingstons. Pat Tindall, 
Accounting, demonstrated her prowess at |. J. Devoe’s retirement party at Hotel Lincoln. Marlene Quinn, 


Accounting, also gave the hoop a spin at Mr. Devoe’s party. 


New Employees 


Commercial 
Jerry Ilsaman”.......--- Clerk, Lincoln-...-..-- 9-15 
Janet Schirmer.....-..- Clerk, Lincoln:..c... 9-29 
Plant 


Karen Dittenber........ Typist, Wire Chief's 
Office, Lincoln..-... 9-15 


Edwin Fitzgibbons....Lineman, Lincoln ..9-29 
James Hartshorn....-- Grdmn., Lincoln....9-22 


Nina Lignitz*......-..-. Steno., Supply -..--- 9-22 
Donald Ring.......------ Grdmn., Lincoln ....9-23 
Traffic 
Roberta Bohl”.......... Opr., Auburn .....- 10-13 
Mary Carmichael...... Opt.; LIncOly ce. 9-22 
Delores Cummins......Opr., Lincoln -....--- 9-29 
Kathleen Hass...-.-.--- Oor,, Lincoln ~...--.- 9-29 
Connie Jensen.......--- Opr., Superior _....10-13 
Bernadean McCoy....Opr., Lincoln -..-.--- 9-22 
Carole Ross.....--------- Opr., Lincoln ......-- 9-29 
JoAnn Stella.......-.---- Opr., Lincoln ......-- 9-22 


*Re-employed 


Good News For York 


Popular subject of conversation 
among York residents is the coming of 
the dial. A recent announcement 1n the 
York Daily News quoted Sterling Nel- 
son, area manager, as saying that the 
new system probably would be ready 
for use in the latter part of 1960. 


Three adjacent York properties were 
recently purchased by LT&T. They are 
located on Burlington avenue between 
Sixth and Seventh streets and were 
formerly owned by J. E. McCarty, Mrs. 
J. E. Friel and Mrs. Ted Wright. 

As in all other cases where a major 
exchange is to be converted, a new 
building will be erected to house the 
dial switchboards and related equip- 
ment. This is necessary, of course, be- 
cause the older exchange must continue 
to give complete service until the very 
instant the new exchange comes into 
use. Space limitations alone usually 
preclude the possibility of erecting the 
new equipment in the older building. 


Independents Only 


Alaska will be the only state in the 
Union without any Bell System tele- 
phones. Alaska has about 34,000 tele- 
phones served by 13 separate compan- 
ies, some privately and some municl- 
pally owned. Anchorage, with a 
population of more than _ 60,000, is 
served by some 15,000 telephones (more 
than 40% of Alaska’s total) which are 
operated by the City of Anchorage Sys- 
tem, municipally owned. Fairbanks has 
the second largest system with about 
6,000 telephones, owned by the Fair- 
banks Municipal Utilities System. The 
Juneau-Douglas Telephone Company, 
privately owned, has 4,000 telephones in 
the two towns, Juneau and Douglas. 


USITA Newsletter 


Visitors 

Automatic Electric, supplier of a major portion of LT&T’s dial equipment 
and telephones for more than a half century, is now settled in its brand new 
plant at Northlake, Illinois, on a 167-acre tract of land about 15 miles from 
downtown Chicago. The building alone occupies an area of more than 35 
acres while the two spacious parking lots have a combined area of another 30 
acres. The number of employees as of July was 8,520—more than ten per- 
cent higher than a year ago. 

Originally organized in 1891 as the Strowger Automatic Telephone Ex- 
change, the present corporate organization was created in 1901 when a six- 
story manufacturing plant was erected in Chicago. With the passing of years 
additional space had to be acquired and at one time the company was located 
in 17 large and separate buildings in Chicago. 

In the picture, a group of LT&T folk are being welcomed to the plant as 
they stopped for a visit while in Chicago for the USITA convention. From 
left: Houghton Furr, secretary-treasurer; Thomas C. Woods, Jr., president; 
Richard B. Bean, of Administration Services, Automatic Electric; and Merle 
M. Hale, vice president. 

The plant’s main entrance, behind them, is impressively highlighted by 
aluminum and glass. A beautiful stream winds across the front of the prop- 
erty and the entire plant is surrounded by rolling greens and flower gardens. 
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Aloha, Neighbor! 


The company rolled out the welcome mat for another visitor from Hawaii 
in early October. William C. Kea, general commercial manager of the 
Hawaiian Telephone Company, spent several days in Lincoln, finding much of 
interest in observing our commercial operations. The other visitor from the 
“SOth state’’ was the company’s chief engineer, Ray Alden, who stopped at 
Lincoln in mid-summer to study the functions of the engineering department. 


Mr. Kea was on his way to Chicago where he made an appearance on the 
platform of the commercial conference at the USITA convention in October. 
He spoke on the subject, “Business Office Selling—Hawaiian Style.” In the 
picture Mr. Kea, at right, stands with K. L. Lawson, general commercial 
superintendent, in the latter’s office. Mr. Lawson is chairman of the USITA 
commercial conference. 


To Automatic Electric's New Plant 
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Doane Floods Countryside With $2 Bills 


To prove that Doane College is a significant economic factor in the 
Crete region, college officials paid part of the school’s monthly payroll in 
$2 bills; enough so that about 6,000 of the Jeffersonian greenbacks were 
circulating in Saline County for several days. LT&T shared in the receipt of 
the bills, as pictured above: Dr. A. J. Nebelsick, chairman of Doane’s edu- 
cational department, is handing two-dollar tender to Loretta Mclinay, Crete 
Commercial, as Charles J. Novak, area manager, stands by. Mr. Novak 
consuited the records to find that Doane College and its personnel subscribe 
to at least seven percent of the stations on the exchange. 


There’s a lot to be said in favor of having a river nearby, and folks at 
Auburn take fuli advantage of the Big Muddy. Here, docked along the 
Missouri’s shore, we find in the boats from left: Marcelene Behrends (Com- 
mercial) and husband; George Eggleston, area manager and wife; Harry 
Rogers (Plant) and family; and Fenton Kipling (Plant) and family. 


Snug as a bug, Lincoln working light trucks and fleet cars bed down for 
the night on the mezzanine floor of the new company garage at 21st and L. 
Any vehicle can drive in or out of its assigned stall without moving another. 
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Lynch subscribers terminals at Glenvil. Two systems are in use with 
equipment for three channels in each housing. This equipment was originally 
placed about five years ago with two channels on each circuit. Another chan- 
nel was added to each carrier line this year to provide additional subscribers 


lines for Glenvil. 


Carrier circuit on new poles replacing old Speiser lead which had two 
crossarms of wires. (The old lead was being taken out at the time.) The other 
circuit in the new lead is a derived subscribers circuit from the subscriber’s 


terminal running north of the terminal. 


Telephone Carrier Goes Rural 


Panhandle pole mounted subscriber’s carrier 
terminal south of Humboldt. Ivan C. Haith, ex- 
change manager, is showing the equipment con- 
tained in the terminal, which derives five sub- 
scriber’s lines from the carrier circuit. The re- 
maining four channels are passed on to two other 
terminals farther south. 


New Rural Line Carrier Systems 


Introduced in LT&T Territory 


By J. S. Reed 


Within recent months, three different 
types of rural line carrier systems have 
made their debut in LT&T land. These 
carrier systems are similar to those 
used on toll lines to provide additional 
circuits, but have been refined in de- 
sign and construction to bring their 
cost down to the point where they can 
successfully compete with rural open 
wire facilities. 

Plant labor and material expenses 
have risen to the point where the ex- 
tension of telephone lines in rural 
areas by conventional means involves 
high initial costs of establishing these 
lines. In rural communities, telephone 
subscribers are few and far between, 
resulting in long distances for wire lines 
to traverse, and consequently high plant 
construction costs per subscriber. In 
contrast to this, costs of expanding tele- 
phone service for additional subscribers 
in cities can be readily compensated for 
by the large number of subscribers 
within the area that can be served 
over shorter circuits (in cable) at com- 
paratively low plant costs per sub- 
scriber. 

Rural line carrier systems render 
good service economically by utilizing 
a number of speech channels over one 
physical circuit (pair of wires). De- 
pending on the carrier equipment de- 
sign, five or ten speech channels may 
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be provided over one pair of wires. 

Through the carrier principle of 
transmission, it is possible for a number 
of conversations to be carried on simul- 
taneously over one physical circuit 
without interfering with each other. 
The method of obtaining and trans- 
mitting separate speech channels is 
the same as that by which radio pro- 
grams are transmitted at the same 
time and yet only one is heard on the 
radio receiver. Each radio program is 
transmitted (broadcast) on a different 
radio frequency. By tuning the re- 
ceiver to a certain frequency setting, 
only the program on that particular 
frequency is heard. 

In the case of telephone carrier, the 
carrier frequencies of each speech 
channel are confined to the wires of 
the physical circuit instead of being 
broadcast into space as in the case of 
radio frequencies which are much 
higher. For each channel a different 
carrier frequency is generated, each 
higher than the band of voice fre- 
quencies. 

The voice frequencies in each con- 
versation, after conversion to corre- 
sponding electrical frequencies in the 
telephone, are superimposed on a par- 
ticular carrier frequency, causing the 
latter to vary in amplitude or fre- 
quency according to the design of the 


equipment. The carrier frequency vari- 
ations in each channel are combined 
and all are transmitted over a pair of 
wires to the distant terminal. In this 
terminal the frequencies are separated 
by means of filters and the voice fre- 
quencies in each channel are extracted 
and transmitted over separate wire 
lines to the subscribers’ telephones 
where they are made audible. Special 
coupling arrangements in the carrier 
equipment enable the equipment to op- 
erate in either direction to reproduce 
the conversation of the subscriber at 
each end. 

Several carrier terminals may be in- 
stalled along the route of the carrier 
line and a group of carrier channels 
may be dropped off at one terminal 
with the rest going on to the next ter- 
minal. This arrangement enables sub- 
scribers over a large area to be served 
by one pair of wires, with connecting 
wire circuits derived from the carrier 
channels serving groups of subscribers. 
It is even possible to use the physical 
circuit itself for a group of subscrib- 
ers either direct from the central office 
or by deriving the circuit from a car- 
rier channel. To prevent interference 
of the carrier and voice frequencies 
a “drop-off” filter is employed at each 
subscriber’s station in the voice-fre- 
quency group. 

In addition to transmitting conversa- 
tions, the carrier equipment will also 
convert the dial pulses and ringing fre- 
quencies for transmission and recon- 
version to the proper pulses at the 
other end. 


Rural line carrier systems are on 


junction of Humboldt entrance cable with Copper- 
weld 083 open wire line to subscriber terminals. 
Cable is ‘‘Alpeth” polyethylene jacketed and poly- 
ethylene insulated type with splicing case terminal. 
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Subscribers drop from carrier line at Sutton. A 
low pass drop-off filter (black box) separates voice 
frequencies on the same line. A protector at the 
left of the filter prevents lightning or power cross 
damage to the filter. 


trial in Humboldt, Sutton, and Glen- 
vil. The carrier system in Humboldt is 
the Panhandle F type that provides up 
to ten channels. Nine channels have 
been installed in the Humboldt office 
to provide service to forty subscribers 
in the old Speiser area formerly served 
by the Speiser Telephone Company. 
Three pole-mounted terminals spaced a 
mile apart, with the first terminal 
seven miles south of Humboldt, contain 
equipment for deriving wire circuits to 
serve groups of subscribers in the area. 

The carrier physical circuit consists 
of two .083 Copperweld line wires for 
minimum losses at the higher carrier 
frequencies. This pair of wires is also 
employed to furnish service to a semi- 
public pay telephone in a boy scout 
camp at the last terminal. The wires 
are transposed on every other pole for 
minimum noise pick-up from a paral- 
leling power line. 

The novel feature of the Panhandle 
equipment lies in the use of the fre- 
quency modulation (FM) principle to 
reduce noise and crosstalk, enabling 
the carrier frequency range to extend 
from 50 to 335 kilocycles. 

It is thus possible to obtain ten car- 
rier channels with other channel al- 
locations available should it be de- 
sired to use two FM carrier systems 
in the same pole line with minimum 
crosstalk. 

The carrier equipment at Sutton con- 
sists of two channels of a Stromsberg- 
Carlson 561 subscriber carrier terminal 
in the Sutton office for two rural line 
circuits to serve fifteen subscribers in 
an area about 9 miles south of the 
town. One channel each terminates 
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in a pole mounted terminal, these ter- 
minals being about 3% miles apart. 
An .083 Copperweld circuit connects 
the terminals to the cable terminal 
for the Sutton entrance cable. 


Drop-off filters are provided on line 
spans and subscriber drops north of the 
first terminal to enable subscribers to 
be served by a voice-frequency circuit 
over the Copperweld wires. 


The Stromsberg-Carlson terminal 
equipment is unique in its use of tran- 
Sistor and miniature components with 
printed wiring. The result is a highly 
compact unit of small size. The printed 
circuits with components and transis- 
tors are mounted on cards of thin in- 
sulating board that can be slid in or 
out for replacement if necessary. Dou- 
ble side band amplitude modulation is 
employed for better control of har- 
monics and lower cost of filters, though 
this places a limit on the carrier fre- 
quency range. The equipment provides 
a maximum of five carrier channels. 


At Glenvil the carrier equipment is 
of the Lynch B120 type providing up 
to five carrier channels using single 
side-band suppressed carrier transmis- 
sion for fuller utilization of the fre- 
quency spectrum. Service is provided 
from the Hastings office over two pairs 
of 104 copper wires to two weather- 
proof terminals located in a fire sta- 
tion in Glenvil. Three channels are in 
service on each line, making six wire 
lines available for the town of Glenvil. 
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Stromberg-Carlson transitorized subscriber’s car- 
rier terminal south of Sutton. Shown iust above 
the terminal housing is a voltage stabilizer which 
prevents power line surges from damaging the 
equipment. A high pass drop-off filter and pro- 
tector are located just below the crossarm. 


Money For Ideas 


Walter F. Roberts holds $50 in suggestion awards for two ideas approved 
for payment by the suggestion committee at its meeting of the day before. 


The Suggestion Plan, inaugurated more than 13 years 
ago, is still going strong. Walter F. Roberts, personnel di- 
rector, demonstrates that this is true in the picture above, 
as he gives an approving eye to the two latest awards, 
represented by checks for $15 and $35. Since the beginning 
of the year, ten awards totaling $165 have been made to em- 
ployees. A total of 27 suggestions have been made during 
the year and the ten awards represent a percentage as good 
or better than the average for suggestion systems in busi- 
nesses throughout the land. 


All employees except superintendents or department 
heads are eligible to receive awards for the suggestions 
they enter. The proper forms can be obtained from super- 
visors, and the suggestions ought to be practical in their 
application. They should contain ideas which would: 

1.) Improve earnings by producing new sources of 
revenue or by reducing unnecessary expense. 

2.) Improve the quality or increase the value of service 
furnished the customer. 

3.) Promote better customer relations. 

4.) Improve working conditions and promote health and 
safety practices. 

5.) Save time and materials. 


6.) Reduce unnecessary paper work or simplify records, 


reports or forms. 

7.) Improve the design of telephone plant, equipment, 
tools, ete. 

Through the Suggestion Plan employees are offered an 
opportunity to turn their knowledge and experience into 
channels for the betterment of the company and those it 
serves—that is, its customers, its employees and its owners, 
and at the same time to collect some extra dollars on the side. 

The ten employees who have received suggestion awards 
during 1958 are: A. D. Miller, M. O. Ifland, Clyde Higgins, 
H. W. Tubbs, E. L. Dorland, Clara Chambers, R. S. Culver, 
G. E. Frazier, C. S. Whittington, and E. J. Flowerday. 

The suggestion committee is composed of Walter F. 
Roberts, chairman, R. A. Carlson, R. J. Connors, A. M. 
Newens, R. B. Hobson and B. J. Sievers. Suggestions are 
submitted to them anonymously so that no influence of per- 
sonality or acquaintanceship is possible and each idea 
must be judged solely on its individual merits. 


More Introductions 


The Lincoln Telephone News, as its name implies, en- 
deavors to fill its pages with items of interest to its primary 
readers, the employees of LT&T. It’s a pleasant privilege of 
the magazine, therefore, to introduce the rest of the family of 
our president, Thomas C. Woods, Jr., who have recently ar- 
rived in Lincoln and are now settled in their newly pur- 
chased home at 2540 Woodscrest Avenue. 


At the time of Mr. Woods’ election as president, the 
family was soldidly established in Cleveland, Ohio, where 
Mr. Woods was associated with the Addressograph-Multi- 
graph Corporation. He found it necessary for a while to 
commute the long miles between Lincoln and Cleveland. 
There were mountains of work at each end of the trip; 
with one hand he was taking over the reins of LT&T while, 
on the other, he was concluding business matters in Cleve- 
land. During this period he arranged for the purchase of a 
home in Lincoln and the sale of his property in Cleveland. 


The Woodses found it hard to part with their Cleveland 
home, for they are both ‘“‘do-it-yourselfers” and had labored 
long and hard to conform the home exactly to their wishes. 
The family members have been pretty well scattered 
throughout most of the summer, which makes it all the 
more pleasant to be reunited and to return to the normal 
way of life. 

In the picture Mr. and Mrs. Woods are flanked by 
their two children: Thomas C. Woods III, age 13, who is 
an eighth-grader at Irving junior high school; and Avery 
Ladd Woods, age 10, who attends Sheridan elementary 
school. 
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Bowlers’ Corner 


October 27 dated two unusual per- 
formances in the Lincoln women’s 
league. On that evening Norma Somer- 
heiser blasted out the year’s high series 
—a 554, composed of 199, 190 and 165. 
As of the first of the month Norma 
led the league in individual averages 
with a 159. In the other highlight of 
the evening, Shirley Krautheim rolled 
games of 116, 116 and 116 to score a 
“triplicate,” an oddity that entitles her 
to an emblem or “patch” from the ABC. 

As of November 1, the men’s league 
had developed into a three-way ven- 
detta with last year’s champs, Con- 
struction and General Commercial, 
sharing the upper rungs with a re- 
juvenated Shop aggregation. Howard 
Spahnle was clinging precariously to 
the top of the individual list, being 
forced to fight off the weekly chal- 
lenges of a half-dozen close pursuers. 
Averages generally were several pins 
higher for individual bowlers than 
those of a year ago. 


lrene Swan Retires 


The active telephone career of Irene 
D. Swan, chief operator at David City, 
came to a close as she performed a 
final and honorary rite in pulling the 
fiber spacers that 
helped set the city’s 
new dial exchange 
into motion at one 
a.m., November 2. 

Her retirement 
came as a result of 
personal considera- 
tions that prevented 
her transferring to 
another exchange 
as most members of 

—————— the local tratiic de- 
partment had arranged to do following 
the cutover. 

Miss Swan’s long telephone career 1s 
unusual in that every hour of her 
credited service has been spent in the 
David City operating room, or, to be 
more factual, as a member of the local 
traffic department. She first appeared 
on the telephone scene as relief opera- 
tor in May 1924, drawing the munificent 
salary of 14 cents an hour. It wasn’t 
many weeks until this was substantially 
increased and she had graduated to 
full-time employment as A & L op- 
erator. 

Her promotion to chief operator came 
rather suddenly in May 1943 when 
Moreane Alldritt, chief operator, and 
Genevieve Griffin, assistant chief, both 
departed for military service in the 
Women’s Army Corps. She has held 
the position ever since and her service 
record encompassed a span of more 
than 34 years. 


The Auburn Folk Move in 


The wheels of progress are turning swiftly at Auburn, where the new exchange building already 
shelters the local business office and the area manager. The trio appeared at the new quarters on the 
morning of November 3 and found but few remnants of the older office. All the furniture was brand 
new. In the picture at upper left: Marcelene M. Behrends, commercial clerk, and Dorothy Biggerstaff, 
cashier, model the spacious commercial office. Upper right: George Eggleston, area manager, proudly 
displays his new office—desk and chair. Lower right: Mr. Eggleston and Dorothy Biggerstaff at the 
drive-in payment window. Lower right: The new telephone building—a beautiful addition to Auburn. 


We are indebted to Don Christle, Engineering, for the fine pictures. He‘s becoming a whiz with 


the Polaroid camera. 


A Strange, Frigid World 


Bell Lab scientists are discovering 
that the ordinary laws of Physics are 
repealed at a temperature called Ab- 
solute Zero (-459.6°F). Absolue Zero, 
the complete absence of heat, has never 
been produced but Bell Lab scientists 
are within a fraction of a degree of 
doing so. The closer they get, the 
more noticeable become the strange 
phenomena they find in this cold world. 

For instance, near Absolute Zero an 
electrical current induced in a con- 
tinuous wire will continue to travel 
around and around the refrigerated 
wire for untold years... metal, which 
is a good conductor of sound energy 
but offers increased resistance to sound 
waves as it is cooled, suddenly loses 
this resistance. 

Exploration of this strange, frigid 
world is expected to point the way 
toward improved telephone service. 
One experimental amplifier—immersed 
in liquid helium and thus kept at a 
temperature of -457° F.—produces very 
little background noise and can push 
the range of long distance radar and is 
already extending the range of radio 


astronomy. 
.. . Northwestern Bell Magazine 
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BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


Following is the total amount of claims 
paid by the Telephone Employees’ Mutual 
Benefit Association during October 1958: 


Primary Members..28 Claims....$2,180.55 


Dependents .......... 76 Clare... 127352 


$3,454.08 


mee pS ee ent nen et sermneneg 
Fao Ve 


q 


ws 4 ee 


The camera moved in for a candid shot of 
Lucyle Scheidemann, Sutton Commercial, as she 
was counting the day’s receipts. 


Eastern District 


Mabel Lipskey, Associate Editor 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen and Norma Jean Dettmer 


Vacations are still in the air at Nebraska 
City. Ivan Livingston spent a week at Pierre, 
South Dakota, visiting his daughter and fam- 
ily. He also did a little hunting. Kathryn 
Owens spent a week visiting her brother in 
Minnesota. Evelyn Denson is sporting 
a 1959 station wagon. . . Berniece West spent 
a few days in Chicago. . . Warren Eltiste 
spent a few days at Scottsbluff. .. - Al 
Letellier was a delegate to the state conven- 
tion of Odd Fellows at Beatrice. .. . At 
Syracuse, all the vacationers seem to be 
“stay at homes.’’ Those finishing their va- 
cations at home were Elmer Neujahr, Chester 
Byard, Betty Peoples and Elsie France. ; 
Sophia Windels attended the Human Rela- 
tions meeting in Lincoln October 23. 


Plattsmouth Area 
by Thelma Tritsch 


Elizabeth Nichols, Traffic, is recuperating at 
the Lutheran Hospital in Omaha after sur- 
gery. We all join in wishing her a speedy re- 
covery. ... Terry Ernst, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
E. A. Ernst, was married October 18 at Papil- 
lion to Marilyn Mass. Terry is a former LT&T 
employee. . . . Our area manager also took 
on another title, that of “Grandpa” when 
his daughter, Mrs. Ray Adkins, presented 
him with a fine grandson. . .. Two operators, 
Elva Davis and Sandra Robb, were hostesses 
at the home of Mrs. Robb to the operators 
of the Plattsmouth exchange for a luncheon 
from 11:30 to 3 p.m. A good time was had 
by everyone. 


Seward Area 


by Helen Norwood 


Hunting and vacations are also headliners 
at Seward. ... Elmer Bean spent his vaca- 
tion hunting and at home... . August “Gus” 
Jensen is hunting and also fixing up his house 
out in the country, which he will soon move 
into. . . . Lola Langner and Dora Plessel 
spent their vacations at home. Lola also vis- 


ah 


ited her daughter and family at Omaha. 


Wahoo Area 


by Mae Meduna 


Hunting and vacations are also taking the 
spotlight in Wahoo. Ed Piper and Bili Behrns 
journeyed west for some hunting. Leona 
Benal spent her vacation in Minnesota. Mae 


The smile that sells extensions is demonstrated 
by Grace Heigl, of Plattsmouth Commercial. Grace 
is always among the leaders in the list of employee 
salespeople. 


Meduna spent her vacation at home “just 
cleaning house.’’ Melvin Sorenson spent a 
very restful vacation, picking corn. ... Down 
for a few days with the mumps was E. P. 
Canarsky. Ed’s up and around again, feeling 
good as new. ... Area Manager Dorland and 
wife quietly celebrated their 36th wedding 
anniversary in Omaha. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 


Flashing a lovely diamond is Elva Remmers. 
The lucky guy is Loyal Eitzman of Lincoln 
Construction. Geraldine Meyer, Betty 
Whitlow, Ruth and Judy Tunks and Shirley 
Gerdes enjoyed a picnic out in the country. 

. . Vacationing at home was June Taylor. 

Judy Tunks and Orva Jean Gobber have 
started watching their speed when driving. 
They know from bitter experience that it 
pays. . . . Attending the Human Relations 
meeting in Lincoln were George Eggleston, 
Myron Birdsley and Vivian Kinghorn. ‘ 
We all extend our deepest sympathy to 
George Damon whose mother passed away 
October 8. 


Beatrice Area 


by Marie Fuller, Veronica Siske 
& Frank Fisher 


Vacationers included Rosalie Witkowski, 
who spent some time in Shenandoah, Iowa; 
Alys White who visited relatives in Water- 
town, South Dakota; Dorothy Scheele visited 
her sister in Wichita, Kansas; Bill Heikes va- 
cationed in Arizona; and Mable Wieting, 
Henrietta and Katherine Menninga, and Al 
Parde vacationed at home... . Harlan Gilles- 
pie had an educational as well as enjoyable 
vacation traveling through eight southern 
states. Some of the interesting things he saw 
were the museum and battlefield at Vicks- 
burg, Miss. and at Natchez, the beautiful col- 
onial homes... . Frank Nevitt spent a recent 
weekend in the western part of the state and 
returned home with a deer. Another 
hunter was Bill Heikes who went to Pine 
Ridge and also returned with a deer. 

Dan Smith used some vacation time to enjoy 
the hunting season also. 


Crete Area 
by Loretta MclIlnay 


Bertha Duba enjoyed a vacation at home, 
and Velma Fikar is back at work after spend- 
ing two weeks with her family. ... Our old 
friends Mr. and Mrs. G. D. Brock of Lincoln 
visited at the Crete office. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois McCord 


Vacations are still the main topic around 
the Fairbury area. Mary Jackson and Anna- 
belle Stecker took a tour from Albany, New 
York, which included Massachusetts, Maine, 
New Hampshire and Vermont. They also went 
to New York City and visited Mary’s niece in 
Amsterdam, New York. . Jeanne Lytton 
visited relatives in Kansas City and Indiana. 
. . Dorcas Slater spent a few days in the 
Ozarks. ... Edna Schoenrock is busy painting 
and hoping to move into her new home... . 
Mike Danaher has purchased a house and 
plans to move soon. ... Earl Schemmerhorn 
is spending his vacation remodeling his house 
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PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Emma Lee DeJonge is the company’s friendly 
contact with Humboldt subscribers. She completed 
five years in Humboldt Commercial on August 24. 


and also duck hunting. . . . Carolyn Fisher, 
a former operator, and new son Jeffrey Dean 
were recent visitors in the office. ... Mike 
Danaher proved his talents are unlimited in 
making his debut as an “‘actress’”’ in the local 
Kiwanis ‘‘Gay Nineties Scrap Book.” 


Tecumseh Area 


by Clara Costello 


Juanita Waring and E. L. Wheatcraft at- 
tended the Human Relations Round-up in 
Lincoln. . Bonnie Taylor visited her sis- 
ter and family in Des Moines, Iowa. She also 
entertained relatives from Salt Lake City, 
Utah and Sterling, Colorado. . Vacations 
this month were enjoyed by Millie Taylor, 
Leila Douglas, Vera Norvell and Ted Husing. 
All spent their leisure time at home. It seems 
Vera tried her hand at husking a bit of corn, 
and Ted shingling the roof of his house... . 
Cecile Morehead made a social and business 
trip to Lincoln. She also enjoyed entertain- 
ing her father who lives in Kansas City.... 
Waldo Harrington was the lucky winner of a 
diamond ring at the drawing of a local jewelry 
store. ... Marge Cottingham enjoyed a din- 
ner and housewarming with her family, in- 
cluding an uncle from Dayton Beach, Florida. 
. .. Irby Halverstadt was honored at a party 
at the Country Club, as he retired from serv- 
ice in the plant department. A very enjoy- 
able program, “This Is Your Life, Irby Hal- 
verstadt,’’ was prepared by Irene Thies, Juan- 
ita Waring and E. L. Wheatcraft, the latter 
being the one to present it. Irby was the re- 
cipient of a gift in appreciation of his loyalty 
and faithfulness to the Company as well as 
the community. . . Clara Costello attended 
the Ak-Sar-Ben Live Stock Show and Rodeo 
in Omaha. She had her sister and family 
from Denver, Colorado as guests in her home. 

. . Seems as though Jim Rhodes had quite 
an experience while installing a telephone 
at a farm home. He had forgotten to close 
the truck door and after he had driven about 
two miles down the road toward home was 
quite startled when a chicken suddenly 
started flying wildly around in the cab of the 
truck. Jim immediately turned around to 
deliver the scared chicken to his home. Oops, 
excuse us, it was Jim who was scared! 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 


Vacations seem to be still in the running 
and we found Reno Weis spending a week 


in the duck blinds. . .. Helen Adermann vis- 
ited relatives in Illinois and spent the rest 
of her time at home. ... Velma Bock spent 


a week of vacation in Texas. We all 
wished Barbara Nittler bon voyage as she 
took off for a three-months’ tour of Europe. 


Hastings Area 
by Pat Sperry 


Phyllis McCallum enjoyed spending some 
time in Kansas City, and the remainder of 
her vacation in Kansas. A visit in 
Chadron and South Dakota was the high spot 
of Joyce Hecht’s vacation. Judi Hempey, 
Leota Wilson and LaDelle Shidler all report 
they spent their vacation time at home.... 
Our best wishes for a speedy recovery go to 
Carol Henry, who is on leave of absence due 
to ill health. . . . Judi Hempsey has resigned 
as she is planning to be married in Novem- 
ber and will subsequently move to Clay 
Center. We will miss Judi and we wish her 
every happiness. 


Hebron Area 


by Ramona J. Kenning 


Margaret Lautenschlager, our chief operator 
at Davenport, was the recipient of a Red Cross 
pin signifying that she is a two-gallon blood 
donor. . . . Bob Lemkau, Plant, and family 
are spending a week of vacation at Sutton, 
where Bob hopes to get in some duck hunt- 
ing. . .. Carol Northrup, Traffic, and hus- 
band spent their vacation in California. They 
report the temperature was 110 degrees. ... 
Ruth Rittenhouse, Traffic, spent her vacation 
time at home... . Eva Stutz, Traffic, has 
returned to work, having recovered from a 
major operation; and Waunita Schmidt, jani- 
tress, also returned to work following re- 
covery from an operation. 


Stromsburg Area 


by Betty Beebe 


Albert Andres and “Smick” Williams en- 
joyed vacations at home where they listened 
to the World Series games. .. . Bill Barry, 
Osceola Plant, was confined to the hospital 
for a few days but at this writing is feeling 
much better. Congratulations to Edith 


Shoals, Arkansas, are Mr. and Mrs. Bert Kline. Bert 
was long a member of Superior Plant before his 
recent retirement. 


Mattson on receiving her 35-year anniversary 
pin, which was presented to her by Tyler 
Ryan, district manager. 


Superior Area 
by Jacqueline A. Busch 


Late vacations were Edith Parsons, Traffic, 
who visited her daughter and family at 
Berwyn, Illinois, and getting acquainted with 
a new grandson; also Donna Snavely, Traffic, 
who enjoyed a vacation at home. F 
Josephine Tieskotter, Traffic, and family en- 
joyed a weekend outing which included a 
visit to Arbor Lodge and visiting relatives 
in Omaha. 


Sutton Area 


by Catherine Cassell 


R. H. Hunzeker, Sutton plant, joined a 
party of hunters for some deer hunting near 
Douglas, Wyoming. Bob reports he shot his 
deer the first day. . .. Mr. and Mrs. Elmer 
Moorhead spent their vacation in and around 
Douglas, Wyoming, where Elmer got in some 
deer hunting. 


York Area 
By Kathy Sughrue 


Is there such a thing as ‘“‘Fall Fever?’ This 
beautiful weather seems to bring on symp- 
toms very similar to those of “Spring Fever’”’ 
and, according to a survey in our office, the 
best cure for this strange malady seems. to 
be a vacation. Enjoying a week in the Ozarks 
was our Area Manager, Sterling Nelson. Boyd 
Imler, wire chief, spent some time in this 
same part of the country the last week in 
October. . - Mary Morrison spent her va- 
cation in Central City with her folks, and 
especially enjoyed helping care for her little 
nephews and niece. . . . Dea Hays is planning 
to spend her vacation with her brother and 
family in Yankton, South Dakota. ... Hazel 
Thomason enjoyed a week of vacation with 
her family. . . . Margaret Buller spent part of 
her vacation time in the hospital where she 
underwent a tonsillectomy. . . . The newest 
diamond in the office is being proudly worn 
by Sandra Hobbs. 


Accounting 


Disbursement and Printing Sections 
Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


“Shall we jump out the window or fly down 
the stairs?” cried Barb Shirey, rapidly throw- 
ing things out of the closet. “Oh, I think the 
stairs will do fine,’’ replied Marlene Quinn 
calmly as she viewed the sidewalk below from 
the window. It looked far—and hard—decid- 
edly uninviting. Smoke poured out of the 
Car-Park Repair Shop next door to their 
hotel. “‘Good thing I’m a light sleeper,’’ said 
Barb, tossing sweaters toward her suitcase. 
“Oh, I'll bet we could have slept a little while 
longer,’’ Marlene mused. ‘‘The flames aren’t 
very high. Nice of the Denver Chamber of 
Commerce to arrange this excitement for us, 
don’t you think?” “I’m not thinkin’, I’m 
gettin’,”” answered Barb, jumping on the suit- 
case to close it. “Of course,” continued Mar- 
lene,” it might be a Boulder partisan group in 
action. Maybe they don’t like Nebraska sup- 
porters to come out to their territory.” (They 
were there for the game.) “All right, let’s 
get out of here quick,’’ said Barb. They spent 
the next few hours watching, pajama-clad, 
from the cold Denver street. But the hotel 
itself never did catch fire. “Wouldn't it 
be nice to have a recreation room in the 
basement?’ Dick Spohn heard his wife’s 
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Henry G. Taedter, D.T.T., Doctor of Telephone 
Troubles for Hebron Plant. He is now in his 43rd 
year with LT&T, all as a member of the western 
district. Like other Hebron folk, he is looking for- 
ward to the new order of things as the exchange 
swings to dial next year. 


statement (don’t let the question mark fool 
you) with a sense of foreboding. ‘‘Hmmm,”’ he 
answered, “‘yes--s” he said warily, ‘‘that might 
be nice.” He glanced uneasily at the door, 
wondering if he should make a run for it. 
He had a two-weeks vacation coming up. 
Short on carpenter tools, he nonetheless went 
to work on the project. The walls had to be 
done, the ceiling covered, and the floor tiled. 
The walis were work enough, but the ceiling 
was really a joyful experience. Half the 
time was spent cutting the huge ceiling pieces 
into a more manageable size and weight and 
cutting pieces to fit around pipes and radi- 
ator vents. The other half was spent trying 
to hold them up overhead and nail them to 
the ceiling. Not too comfortable with the 
head at right angles to the neck. .. . Some- 
how Ralph Retzlaff acquired the black Lab- 
rador for nothing—and the dog house, and 
the leash, and the harness. It’s a six-month 
old puppy just made for hunting, of course. 
A bargain at twice the price (twice nothing 
being you know what). ... Aside from the 
somewhat more bitter taste—which she at- 
tempted to cover up with lots of mayonnaise 
and pickles, the tuna fish sandwich she made 
for her lunch seemed all right to Phyllis 
Jelinek. Mentioning the bitterness to her 
family that evening caused her mother to 
check the can where it said in nice large 
letters “TUNA” and in not so nice small ones 
“for cats” . Visiting future in-laws took 
Rosie Fahleson and fiance’ to Illinois October 
25 and 26. . .. Velda Decker spent some va- 
cation time in Omaha and Oklahoma. A 
Esther Schneider is happily moving into her 
new house on her vacation. . . . Ferne Burns 
is recuperating nicely from recent surgery. 
. The accounting department’s retirement 
party for I. J. Devore was a smorgasbord held 
October 23 at the Lincoln Hotel. To men- 
tion that the general organizing was done by 
Estella Foght, Marie Vidlock, and Carl Ahl, 
that Ruth Strong was in charge of the 
pretty Fall table decorations, and the mus- 
ical entertainment was provided by Verna 
Frerichs, Jody Jones, and Pat McIntyre ‘s 
really not enough, for there were many 
others who contributed their efforts to the 
success of the affair. As Larry Connealy, 
M. C. for the evening, noted in his introduc- 
tion of the guest of honor, it was a change to 
have the party for “the boss” this time. But 
it wasn't very different after all. Mr. Devoe 
being a man of expansive personality and 
genuine humanity, a happy blend of dignity 
and humility, he was friend as well as boss. 
In fact, it is rare to work under such a 
“boss.”” Therefore he will be missed. 
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IF YOULL JUST HOLD IT 
STILL I'LL CLIMB UP AND 
SIT ON IT: 


One morning August (Gus ) Jensen, Seward 
Plant, parked his car in front of the 
church next door to the office. When 
he returned at noon he found, much to 
his surprise, that the car was deco- 
rated with streamers and old shoes. 

There had heen a wedding at the church 


and the groom's friends thought 
Jensen's was the fet-awav car. 


Howard W. Spahnle, district 
manager, while vyisiting the 
Wahoo office, sat down at the 
desk of Peggy Davis, new com- 
mercial clerk. He was engaged 
in serious Conversation when 
a call came in on the turret. 
Pegey rushed to answer it ard 
sat down in her chair ~ which 
was also occupied by Spahnle, 
and a more astonished person 
you never Saw. 


Lucille Sorge, Lincoln Custodial, had quite an 
introduction to an automatic washer. It was 
delivered to her hasement and Lucille didn't 
wait until it was anchored down hefore giving 
it a try. A triple-dose of detergent produced 
a suds that almost filled the wash room, while 
Lucille and a helpful neighbor had all they 
could do to hold the machine on the floor 
during its cycle of spin-dry action. Lucille 
is now looking for a good, used wash board. 


MRS, CHURCHILL SPEAKING — COME UP AND 
LeT US CHEER YA INTHE GOOD OLD CAFETER YA 


AWAR SUE BLOWS | 


RUN FOR THE 


=~ David City's was the 
first cutover in his- 
tory to smell of sweet 
pickles. Vivian Dee, 


an Reah Churchill, attending the end sta~ seasons | a bit nervous, dropped 
OA tion of the cafeteria line, was about Se a whole jar — er 
. he to pour a glass of milk when the t kins just as the fes- 
. ele- + Te : ‘a ° 
Merle and Esther Schneider Phone rang. So she put the glass to ip tivities were to begin. 
found the furnace was. not 


her ear and tried to pour the telephone 
into the milk container. 


adjusted when they moved into 
their new home. Merle was 
expecting the worst as he drop- 
ped off to sleep. An hour 
later, Esther tiptoed into the 
closet to get another hlanket, 
trying not to disturb her 
worried husband. But a big tin 
box on the bedding pile fell to 
the floor with a _ resounding 
crash. They say Merle left 
both hand and foot prints on 


WAIT A 
MINUTE, 
DOCTOR 


NOW DONT WORRY, 
THIS ISNT GOING 
fo HURT ME A BIT 


Our good doctor's 
assembly-line inocu- 
B lation system finally 
broke down during the 
recent flu shots. On 
the 467th arm the doc 
fot one jab ahead 


293 of his assistant 

Pk ing i sure. the : and socked an empty 
ace ha ; Pe ee . : 

ReneS paeenares Willie Williams, Tecumseh, is in demand Sy Etter? ‘he 


as a square dance caller, He went to 
Lewiston the other night to ply his 
trade, but found the hall dark and the 
Streets deserted. Then he glanced at 
his date book to discover that the dance 
was not until the next week. 


cringing muscle of Fd 
Carlson of Construc- 
tion. Everyone but 
Ed seemed to think it 
was a huge joke. 


ALL PAY IT, BUT IF | DONT LIKE WeSEC 
4 WHAT IT SAYS }WANT MY ASE 
MONEY BACK sie 
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| Hattie Stalev's vacation was 
somewhat marred by receiving a 
letter from the Lincoln Busi- 
ness Office with four cents 
postage due. With 30-odd vears 
service she thinks she is en- 
titled to have her mail stamped. 


LS” 


Dale Weaver, of the Outside Service 
team, just about cleaned out the 
spectator seats by throwing his 
he "cannon-ball" backwards during 2 
hot match of the bowling league. 


Data processing ecuipment of the State Farm Insurance Companies in their new 


building at 5901 O Street, Lincoln. Our own data processing system will look very much 


like this when fully installed and in operation. 


The Electronic Computer Will Lend A Hand 


Punched holes and graphite lead will feed information to Computer System now on order 


Push button paperwork will soon be 
a reality in our Company. An Elec- 
tronic Computer System has been 
ordered and will be delivered soon after 
the new building at 15th and M Streets 
is completed. A “Tab Room” is being 
provided for housing this equipment on 
the 4th floor which will be occupied by 
the Accounting Department. 


This installation will provide a fully 
Integrated Data Processing System and 
will combine the best features of Ad- 
dressograph and IBM electronic equip- 
ment. An IBM 650 Electronic Com- 
puter will form the nucleus of this SySs- 
tem which is expected to be placed in 
operation during the early part of 1960. 


It is interesting to note that this will 
be the: 


1. First fully integrated 650 computer system in 


the telephone industry. 


a First 650 computer system to be used in toll 
rating and detailing. 

3. First 650 computer system to be used in 

P connection with telephone customer billing. 


First computer system in the Telephone in- 


dustry combining Addressograph and IBM 
electronic equipment. 


5S. Fourth commercial organization in Lincoln 
to install an electronic computer and this 
Company’s installation will be the sixth in 
Lincoln (military installations not included). 
Most persons are inclined to think of 
an electronic computer as an enormous- 
ly complicated machine that can 
think.” But even this ingeniously de- 
signed equipment must still have people 
to program the data; to direct the pro- 
cessing operations, which are performed 
at such fantastic speeds; and finally, to 
push the buttons. Services of trained 
personnel are still required “to tell the 
machines what to do.” This equipment 


By B. J. Sievers 


will do many of the tedious, repetitive 
and time-consuming operations much 
faster and more accurately than are 
now performed manually. This will 
permit the transfer of personnel to 
work which will be more interesting 
and satisfying. 

It is easier and far more satisfactory 
to re-train employees for electronic data 
processing than to attempt the training 
of an outside computer specialist in the 
Company’s routines and methods. Labor 
requirements will actually be greater 
during and immediately after the cut- 
over from the manual data processing 
system because of training and a cer- 
tain amount of temporary parallel 
operation. 

Accounting personnel are spending 
many hours preparing detailed block 
diagram flow charts of the operations 
to be performed by this equipment. 
After these flow charts have been de- 
veloped by system analysts, thousands 
of instructions have to be written in the 
greatest of detail to direct the machine 
through every step of its operation. 

The first operations to be performed 
by the computer system will be tol] 
rating and detailing and customer bil]- 
ing. These assignments entail large vol- 
umes of repetitive clerical work and 
it is this type of data processing that 
the electronic equipment does most ef- 
fectively. 

Recording of operator handled tol] 
calls will be performed by mark sens- 
ing information onto a mark sense tol] 
ticket designed in the form of a punch 
card. This information will be placed on 
the mark sense toll ticket card by the 
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operator using a mechanical pencil with 
a special graphite lead. Many Bell com- 
panies have already adopted this type 
of recording operator handled toll calls 
and this program is gaining momentum. 
The Bell System expects to be entirely 
converted to mark sense toll tickets by 
the end of 1960. The mark sense toll 
cards eliminate the step of key punch- 
ing the written information into punch 
ecards. Direct Distance Dialed calls are 
recorded on paper tape by means of 
punched holes. This tape is processed 
by a Tape to Card Punch which auto- 
matically prepares a punch card. Key 
punching of toll call information into 
punch cards will be performed auto- 
matically for both operator handled and 
Direct Distance Dialed toll calls which 
will save many hours of manual key 
punching time. 


The computer system will not affect 
basic accounting principles but will 
make many changes in present clerical 
routines and methods. All clerical oper- 
ations will be affected to some extent. 
Records are expensive. They cost 
money to originate, to maintain and to 
store. Clerical work has increased more 
than any other type of employment. 
Clerical workers in the United States 
now total 26 million which is nearly a 
million more than those engaged in di- 
rect production work. Business and 
governmental requirements demand 
more records, reports and statistics each 
year. Social Security records and re- 
ports; wage and hour requirements; In- 
come and other tax returns have been 


(Continued on Page 14) 


Our Sales Go 


Looking suspiciously smug and confident, Claude W. 
plant clerk, and Charles B. Meshier, district plant manager, try to duplicate 
last month’s successful drawing by the southern district manager, who 
brought the prize to his own district. Messrs. Helm and Meshier—didn’t. 


Helm, district 


Eiesy 


The November sales prize was won by Edith I. Mattson, of Stromsburg, 
who was hoping someone would buy her a nice clock-radio for Christmas. 
By a bit of conniving between Bill Quinn, sales supervisor, left, and Ralph 
Wait, area manager, right, she got her present ahead of time. 
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Marching On 


112 Employees Participate in November Merchandising 


The big sales bowl continues to 
spread sunshine throughout LT&T-land. 
The November prize traveled westward 
to the Stromsburg Area where Edith 
Mattson, Commercial, could hardly be- 
lieve that such a nice thing could hap- 
pen to her. It is rather remarkable that 
the prize got away from Lincoln Plant, 
for the drawing was made by Charley 
Meshier and Claude Helm, trustworthy 
enough in most respects, but who cer- 
tainly bear watching in dealings where 
their own department is concerned. 
What we mean is: if they could fudge 
a mite—HONESTLY—they’d likely do 


SO. 

Employee sales activity maintained a 
hardy pace through N ovember with 112 
participating. Their 276 service re- 
quests resulted in 315 completed sales 
for an additional $4,206 in annual gross 
revenue. 

Looking back over the first 11 months 
of 1958 we can form a firm opinion of 
the value—and the success—of the em- 
ployee sales program. During that time 
348 employees have participated active- 
iy in Merchandising. They have sent in 
3.115 service requests which have pro- 
duced 4,032 sales and $47,862 in annual 
gross revenue. Following are some of 


the items of equipment and service rep- 
resented by employee sales during 


1958: 


1,203..Colored telephones 


454 
430 
425 
213 


Koiled kords 

Residence telephones 
Residence extensions 
Business extensions 
Ericofons 

Jacks 

Regrade to R-1 service 
Extension bells 

Extra lenath cords 
Extension mileage 
Business telephones 
Gongs 

Buzzers 

Two-line sets 

Regrade to Bus. service 
Three-line keys 
Impaired hearing equip. 
Electronic secretaries 
6K systems 

PBX systems 

- - . and a host of other items. 


Our total station gain for November 


was 463 


telephones of which 207 were 


extensions. For the first 11 months of 
the year we had a gain of 4,291 tele- 


phones, 


consisting of 2,474 main sta- 


~<f 3 


tions, 1,468 extensions and 349 PBX 
stations. Also we gained 3,661 colored 
sets. On a percentage basis this amounts 
to a 78.6% increase in colored sets, a 
7.6% increase in extensions and a 3.2% 
increase in total stations. Extensions 
accounted for 34.2% of our total station 
gain during this period. 

All of which adds up to the advantage 
of everyone in the LT&T organization. 
Our territory felt the effects of the re- 
cession in many ways and there is no 
doubt that employee sales have done 
much to maintain our work volume and 
make all our jobs more secure, 

How can this be so? Take, for ex- 
ample, the sale of a new residence tele- 
phone. From the time the local com- 
mercial office receives the order until 
the telephone is installed, a lot of work 
must be done and many employees in- 
volved. 

A cable pair must be provided; a 
number assigned; the installation made; 
connections made to the COE; the num- 
ber listed in the directory; information 
listings posted; accounting and billing 
records established. The whole process 
is repeated, with proper variations, 
whenever a sale of any kind is made. | 

It’s easy to see that “sales make jobs.” 


The doors of David City’s new telephone building swung Details of the Open House were engineered by A. B. 


wide on November 19 in an Open House to customers and Gorman, advertising manager, as is customary. Guests were 
2 friends. Had our crystal ball worked properly, another shown through the business office and switchroom in groups, |}  £4%x{m 
= Me, Fe : date surely would have been chosen for a heavy storm of ice with narrators stationed at various points en route to explain 
* ae . ae a and wind centered its destructive force in Butler County the function of plant and equipment. There were demon- 
only two days before. At one time communications were stration boards for local and direct distance dialing; some 
= severed between David City and all its neighboring ex- educational displays; sales pitches for extensions and color 
changes. Icy highways brought traffic almost to a stand- telephones; and an exhibit of historical telephones. Sou- 
still. venirs were presented to all guests at the tour’s end and 
But the big day brought a rosy dawn and a full comple- refreshments were served by members of the American 
ment of guides and narrators were at their stations as the Legion Auxiliary. 
Open House got under way at 9:00 a.m. Guests were not Workers at the Open House included the following em- 
slow in arriving. The first hour saw 286 visitors escorted ployees: E. L. Dorland, Mae Meduna, Leona Benal, F. D. 
through the building. From then until nine o’clock at night Nichelson, James Cruickshank, Bob Humiston, Ed Ernst, 
there was a continuous procession. By actual count, 1,982 R. H. Gray, Elmer Neujahr, Bill Quinn, Betty Thomsen, Irene 
visitors filed through the building during Open House hours Combs, George Keith, Milton Metcalf, Warren Drake, Ernie 
—a remarkable turnout, considering the deterrent factors. Barney, Don Rutledge, Elmer Bean, H. W. Armagost, Francis Ye 
Area Manager Armagost was showered with compliments Asper, Floyd Tibbles, Ben Docekal, Herman Hansen, Robert comsggeeneee fA 
on the beauty and utility of the building. Several floral Luft, J. D. Behrns, Lineah Johnson, Vivian Dee, Ernie See 
tributes were received from local business houses and sub- Divis, O. B. Dill, L. W. Winscot, Loran Powell, A. B. Gorman 
scribers. and Howard Spahnle. 


Our regular commercial folk were at their stations at the counter 
in the business office. From left: Vivian Dee and Lineah Johnson. 


Operators of the pop department were Ben Docekal, left, and J. D. 
Behrns. They did a land-office business. 


All (icy) roads led to the 


David City Open House 
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Warren Drake was first to meet the visitors in the equipment room. 
This group is from David City High. 
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Francis D. Nichelson, foreground, explains the function of the switch 
banks to an interested audience. 
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A school group “registering in’’ at the commercial office. Muscular right, who observed his 83rd birthday at the Open House. His son, Leroy P. 
shoulders at left belong to A. B. Gorman, advertising manager. Schlentz, left, is special services supervisor of General Commercial. 
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Having decided to ignore their diets, just this once, L. W. Cleveland, See ee 
general traffic superintendent, and M. M. Hale, vice president, smile happily End of the trail. 
for the camera. space. 


Refreshments were served in the adjoining garage 
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Almost every snowfall, freezing drizzle, frost or icy fog has its own individual 
characteristic, and produces a different effect in winter driving. Above is Merle 
Lohmeier, of Lincoln Plant, breaking a trail with his service truck through a hub- 
deep blanket of wet snow. For such heavy-going, our vehicles use chains. 


Winter Driving Hazards Are Upon Us 


The state toll of road deaths has 
soared to an alarming figure, the high- 
est ever attained in Nebraska. During 
the coming season of snow and ice, traf- 
fic accidents will continue to rise, un- 
less we can do our share to reduce the 
toll. 

We are going to have to exercise 
greater care in driving on streets and 
roads in the winter months. Winter 
driving is hazardous chiefly because 
most drivers fail to allow for the 
changed conditions at the beginning of 
winter and continue their warm- 
weather driving habits till well along in 
the season. 

One condition that requires allowing 
for is the reduced lighting and low 
lighting angle during winter. Even on 
a clear sunny day in winter time, there 
is less light than on a corresponding 
day in summer. The effect is to reduce 
road visibility and to alter the appear- 
ance of an usually familiar road, possi- 
bly causing driving errors. Fog, snow- 
storms, late sunrises, and early sunsets 
contribute to the reduced visibility, too. 

The color of the vehicle is also a 
factor in the visibility problem. A light 
color such as gray or light blue tends 
to blend with the snowy or gray sur- 
roundings. A bright red vehicle stands 


Too Many People Still Die on Nebraska’s Roads 


By J. S. Reed 


out and is thus rated as safer than gray 
and light blue, the latter considered the 
worst, according to tests that correlate 
the number of accidents with the color 
of the vehicle involved. 

Road conditions can also vary from 
safe to dangerous with temperature 
changes and fluctuations of traffic den- 
sity. For example, ice on the road at 
low temperatures is less slippery than 
ice that is near the melting point. Thus 
a vehicle traveling at 20 miles an hour 


on glare ice will require the following 
distances to stop: 


At 30 degrees F.—235 feet 
At 20 degrees F.—195 feet 
At 10 degrees F.—155 feet 
At 0 degrees F.—114 feet 


Traffic on an icy road also increases 
the slipperiness of the ice, particularly 
at intersections where heavy traffic 
slows down, stops, and goes on. 


Variations in driving conditions may 
also occur along a road that is alter- 
nately shaded and exposed to sunlight. 
On a shaded section of the road, driving 
may be reasonably safe, but on another 
section where the sun is shining directly 
on the icy coating, causing it to thaw 
slightly, dangerous skidding may result. 

Variations between safe and unsafe 
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road conditions may occur during the 
day. In the morning, before the sun 1s 
up and before the traffic becomes 
heavy, a road may feel O.K. to drive 
on, but by noon the ice may become 
slippery enough to be really dangerous. 
Remember - - in winter driving - - 


1. It may take up to 12 times as long 
to stop on ice or snow than on dry 
pavement. Drive slow and stay 
far behind the vehicle ahead. 


2. Signals need to be made sooner 
than in summer. A signal for a left 
turn that would be given 100 feet 
from the turn in summer requires 
at least 300 feet to allow time for 
the vehicle behind to slow down 
and, if need be, stop. 


3. Changing lanes can be dangerous 
and should be avoided. 


4, Keep all windows in your car 
clean, even if you have to get out 
in bad weather to do it. 


5. When a storm becomes really bad, 
it is better to stop than try to get 
through. Valuable time can be lost 
if you have an accident or go off 
the road. 


6. Reduce your speed toa figure that 
you know is safe. 


The R. R. Donnelley printing plant at Crawfordsville, Indiana, where 
Lincoln’s new telephone directory was printed. 


The 1959 edition of Lincoln’s telephone directory—largest 
in our history—was distributed to subscribers in early De- 
cember. Once again our directory people were pleased to 
receive many fine compliments on the appearance of the 
book and its cover. 

After setting the pace with the beautiful cover on the 
1958 edition which featured the city’s new auditorium, it 
is hard to conceive that it could be followed by one that 
might surpass it in popular appeal. But the present cover 
may do so. The artist used five distinct colors—brown, beige, 
yellow, green and black—with such skill that they blend 
quietly and pleasingly into a series of scenes commemorating 
Lincoln’s centennial year. Line drawings depict various 
historical phases in the winning of the west. 

For more years than most of us can remember the Lincoln 
telephone directory has been printed by the State Journal 
Printing Company, a local establishment. Last year the 
Journal served notice that it was withdrawing from the 
commercial printing business and LT&T was obliged to 
seek elsewhere for an organization to print its largest di- 
rectory. The book already had grown beyond the capabilities 
of the ordinary job printer and the great surge of work that 
descends on the printing company after the listings are 
closed is more than most of them can absorb. 

There are out-state concerns which specialize in telephone 
directory publication and have equipment, presses and 
trained personnel of sufficient capacity to handle metro- 
politan directories in the time allotted. One of the largest 
of these is R. R. Donnelley and Sons Company of Chicago, 
operators of the famed Lakeside Press. This company entered 
into contract with LT&T to print the directory and attend 
the composition of the Yellow Pages. The subscriber listing 
page forms (alphabetical section) are kept at the Nebraska 
Farmer Printing Company at Lincoln where the type make- 
up of listings is maintained up to date through daily changes. 
Each night corrections are made and proofs struck of the 
affected copy. These are returned to the telephone company 
the next morning as the “daily addendum.” 

At the end of the month the daily addendum type is 
inserted and the deletions pulled from the standing sub- 
scriber listing forms. Then the complete up-to-date alpha- 
betical section is printed and forwarded to the traffic depart- 
ment where it is used as an information directory. 
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Off the Press— 


Our Biggest Directory 
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The picture doesn’t do justice to the imposing array of stacked 
directories at the warehouse, 21st and L streets. 


Thus the directories of the information operators and 
subscriber records of other departments are revised and 
corrected to the latest possible moment at all times. 


When the directory listings are finally closed, a cello- 
phane proof is pulled from the type pages by the Nebraska 
Farmer. These proofs are sent to the Donnelley Company 
where they are used to make page castings. The make-up 
of the Yellow Pages, meanwhile, is set in its final form and 
the huge presses begin to roll. 


The book is printed at the Donnelley plant at Crawfords- 
ville, Indiana, which is pictured in this article. When com- 
pleted and bound, the directories weighed more than 70 tons 
and filled the four great trailer trucks used to transport them 
from Crawfordsville to Lincoln. The books were stored, 
pending delivery, in the warehouse space recently vacated by 
the automotive section. It was the first time all the Lincoln 
books have been assembled at one place to pose for their 
formal picture. 


The new book lists nearly 2,300 more telephones than its 
predecessor and involves some 20,000 listing changes. There 
are 196 white pages, compared with 188 in the 1958 book. 
The Yellow Pages increased by four to 224. 


Glenn Melson, of Supply, who had the assignment of 
providing space for storage of the directories, consulted his 
slide rule and provided us with some startling information. 
If the 85,000 books were stacked one upon the other in a 
single pile they would tower ten times higher than the state 
capitol building—over 4,400 feet. If, for some unknown 
reason, the pages were torn out and laid end to end they 
would reach 3,120 miles. 

a 


the directories from the transport trucks and stacked them 
in the warehouse. The load shown here exceeded 1,600 pounds. 
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37 YEARS G. M. Albury, Lincoln. 


35 YEARS P.R. Winscot, Lincoln. 
32 YEARS L. C. Hutchison, Hazel Nichols, 
Lincoln. 
31 YEARS R.H. Spohn, Lincoln. 
30 YEARS E. J. Schemmerhorn, Fairbury. 


29 YEARS C. E. Harp, R. R. Rauch, Lincoln. 
28 YEARS J. E. Ellis, Lincoln. 

27 YEARS P. J. Guelker, Beatrice. 

24 YEARS L.™M. Miller, Lincoln. 

23 YEARS F. M. Crewdson, Hastings; A. L. 
Reed, Lincoln. 

19 YEARS Nata Hershey, Geneva. 

17 YEARS Gladys Ball, Ashland; Velma Gar- 
lock, Genevieve Graff, York. 

16 YEARS L. E. Lyons, Tecumseh; F. E. 
Smith, Lincoln. 

15 YEARS Lillian Hubbard, Lincoln; R. H. 
Kinnison, Nebraska City. 

14 YEARS H. F. Kempf, Hastings; Gladys 
R. H. Kinnison Neugebauer, Auburn, William Schuman, 
Nebraska City Lincoln. 

13 YEARS K. J. Peters, Lincoln. 

12 YEARS E. J. Kalkwarf, N. H. Liesveld, 
A. E. Linden, R. M. Merrill, Lincoln. 

11 YEARS Eloise Baldwin, L. R. Rhoades, 
Lincoln; R. G. Bruning, Pawnee City; D. M. 
Hunt, C. C. Minich, York; J. C. Selko, 
Hastings. 

10 YEARS S. M. Carr, Auburn; G. E. Carter, 
R. W. Clark, Lincoln; A. J. Parde, Beatrice. 

9 YEARS R. L. Hibbert, Lincoln. 

8 YEARS E. V. Bean, L. A. Genrich, D. V. 
Gollehon, Veronica Siske, Beatrice; R. M. 
Martin, Lincoln. 

7 YEARS Bonnie Albrandt, R. W. Black- 
ford, Lincoln; Thelma _ Bitting, Beatrice; 
Emma Meyer, Seward; K. L. Paro, York. 


Sy 
P. R. Winscot E. J. Schemmerhorn Lillian Hubbard 


Lincoln Fairbury Lincoln 
35 Years 30 Years 15 Years 15 Years 


S. M. Carr G. E. Carter A. J. Parde 6 YEARS \W. M. Birdsley, Margota Lucs, 
Auburn Lincoln Beatrice Lincoln Thelma Spellman, Arlene Thomas, Lincoln. 
10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 5 YEARS R. J. Roth, Lincoln. 


Meet Your Co-Workers of 50 Years Ago 


We came upon an old document a few days ago. Its date was Hartson, Lillie -.................-- Operator Nordquist, Ne nnn nenseeenneensonse- Inspector 
coincidental with the times, for the title page declared that it was Modges, V- 0. -.--.------c--c------ installer = O Connor, Cnas«: «-----------+----- Lineman 
ag : a ; Harman, R. H. ........-- Subway 4-man O’Donnell, M. ..............-...-.. Shopman 

A List of LT&T Employees as of November 27; 1908. We think L. E. Hurtz .......... General Manager ee: a Operator 
it is worth the effort to set into type the names of the folk on the FC a Sane nee se eneeaneen rem ppl ae Potter, O. C. .............. Contract Mar. 
. Jager, Lydia ...................-.--- perator PUGSICY SOY xncssicesninscsdsctsenss Shopman 
payroll just 50 years ago. There are 123 of them. ichuon Rui. Socister bein. Popa a 
Anderson, S. ..........-...-- Chf. Installer Dunham, R. L. ...............-...... Installer Jones, Tom N, ...............- Line 4-man Peterson, C. J. .....22200002... Line 4-man 
Anderson, Fred ................--.- Installer Doughty, R. M. ................... Solicitor JOSH, Bie. Re sncsssacerccarsavatenses Lineman Russell, C. Pe ...2..2.....ccecesees Cashier 
Alexander, A. S. ..........-.---- Inspector Elmendorf, E. -................... Toll Clerk Korner, Nelson ...............---.--- Solicitor Roberts, Ella ................2.222..- Operator 
Barger, Frank ........................ Janitor Bre. J. Fa ioeticiwcsoc ces. Switchman Kehler, Mrs. J. ............-- Oper. Davey RY Oe Whe ascecdecscnnnsncnteueyass 4-man 
Brown, Maude .................... Operator i. |) a a ene eee Switchman te ROY iecsceccesenienstsivdesunnie Inspector Schrepf, Guy .............2.......... Collector 
Brown, Gladys ...................... Operator Elliott, R. H. .220222002200000.... Wire Chief Kendricks, M. .........-..-------- Inspector Stevens, W. J. ..........2....... Switchman 
Brewster, R. S. ...0..0.000000222... Inspector Essex, Chas. H. ................ Switchman Lemon, Wm. L. ..........---- Timekeeper Stanley, J. C. 2220... installer 
Betz, E. EB. ..2...222.0.2222. eee eee- Cableman Ebaugh, John ...................... Lineman Lindley, H. A. .......------------- Collector Schrank, W. A. ......20202000...... Installer 
Boker, Al Gi. socccccscnccciceacscasss Installer Ebaugh, Frank .................... Lineman Lytton, Gh xccsciceccsssssenenne: Operator Searle; As. Re. ddseciinessccadsare Shopman 
Brown, John S. ...............- Switchman Englehart, Geo. .................... Lineman Lithlet;. DAs: sciccetectiow estan Operator Scanlon, Mike ...................... Lineman 
Billhime, M. .................2...--- Shopman POMC y Fe Fi veciic cocnsewnencnaarsicci Collector Lamphere, Edith .............. Trbl. Clerk Schertzberg, B. .................... Lineman 
CHGS. oe kcceaisssexkiaiseedincss Groundman French, Dora ...........2.2.............. Steno. Lansing, Ira O. ............---- Switchman Stockton, Ed. .c.c:<sc2.2...0-0.-.0:- Laborer 
Beggs, §.) Bs cccecccwcvcnscovnnck Groundman Fenster, Olga ............2......... Operator Lyons, Elsie ...................--- Trbl. Clerk SiRR MGR Be a vaedcsseiceceinsdeebdeasaens Laborer 
Burns, John _.......... eer Teamster Farwell, RB. b. ..ccccccsccnssecs Supt. Swhbd. Lant, Wilson C. ...............--- Shopman Sharp, W. E. .................... Secy-Treas. 
Bills, Ch. J. 22.0000. Vice pres. Felton, Harry ..............2.0....... Installer Lamberson, L. A. ............---- Lineman Toogood, Bertha ................ Operator 
Crawford, Eleanor _._.......... Operator Glover, Ida ................ Contract Clerk Mathieson, Hubert .............. Collector Vennum, Guy ._......... Farm Line Insp. 
Carr, Grace 2.000. Operator Griffen, Mary .........-2..2.2.2.... Operator PAGION,. Bis: Gee ccecccaweaveccenaudaave Collector Venter, DeWitt -..........0...... Rackman 
Clark, Anna ................. Operator Griffen, Katherine .............. Operator Marsh, L. S. ...........---.--------- Inspector Varner, Jack E. .............. Line 4-man 
Calhorn, Mabel ........ svidebaae Operator Greenstone, J. ........-.-222-..222.. Solicitor Maye OW 6. Tek. sescsieierixccucetecccnnces 4-man Underwood, Roy ................ Cableman 
Caster, Mark T. ........ Superintendent GryGs, Ga. Rei: sinicciwsssensontingerss Installer PAM OR, POC Gs: cciseccnseonanegisonne Installer Wiles, W. S. ............ Farm Line Insp. 
Custie, Gi. Ns acckacs; Asst. Wire Chf. Gustavison, A. .-.......2.2--....... installer Martin, O.. Mas sccsccccccscncerincne Installer Woodard, Pearl Trbl. Clerk 
, Pearl -............... rbl. Cler 

Caslasky, Milo -................... Inspector Gore, Harry B. ...................... Installer Moyer, Geo. L, .............-....-.-- Installer Welsh, L. P 
Cleanlong, Ray ..............--.- inspector Harris, Irma .................. Rental Clerk Mosher, John ...................- Cableman SUR rah NPstanatand aera aainenes aaa Inspector 
Clifford, L. E. ........... Soe eet Lineman Hodges, Lola ...................... Operator McCain, Margaret ...... Chf. Operator Weber, J. bk. Groundman 
Comb, Lloyd .................-.---- Lineman Herman, Ella ...........0..20.0.... Operator McCain, Lottie .................... Operator Woles, Geo. ..220.2.22s.cesencnens Cableman 
WINN De Fes wits ice sew encdousobone Lineman Pie, i nisi cescvienieecticns Operator McClanahan, Daisy ...... Rental Clerk Woods, Frank H. .........00..... President 
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Ben Docekal Retires 


Some people think the name Docekal 
means “telephone service” in the Czech 
language, which is spoken by many of 
the elder residents of Butler County. 

oe That is almost true, 
for the name has 
been associated with 
Independent tele- 
phony ever since 
the industry built 
its lines into those 
parts. 

LT&T gained the 
popular husband- 
wife team of Bo- 
3 humil (Ben) and 
Mary Docekal when it purchased the 
Farmers Telephone Company at Abie 
in 1930. Officially their service rec- 
ords date from February 1928, but 
both had been associated with tele- 
phone work almost from childhood 
days. Mary began as a school girl at 
the switchboard at Linwood, her home 
town, while Ben helped his father, 
Charles Docekal, who managed the 
Abie exchange. 


The Abie properties were consoli- 
dated, upon purchase, with the ex- 
change at Bruno. Mary went to the lat- 
ter town as chief operator, while Ben 
began his long stand as combination- 
man at David City. In 1939 the family 
moved to Brainard where Mary had 
charge of the exchange until its even- 
tual change to dial. She retired in 1953, 
after both she and Ben had observed 
their 25th anniversary with LT&T. She 
still acts as collection agent at 
Brainard. 


Ben has commuted regularly through 
the years to his job at David City, but 
the long winters and a health situation 
influenced his decision to request re- 
tirement; a request which was granted 
by the benefit committee effective De- 
cember 1. 


The future will hold many activities 
that lie close to Ben’s heart. He will 
watch for pleasant days in open season 
to get in some long neglected hunting 
and fishing. Then, he expects to resume 
some avocations of the past, such as 
community progress work, and a re- 
sharpening of his musical calling. Ben 
has high talent on the cornet and led 
the Brainard band for years. He doesn’t 
expect to be sitting still much, except 
for the resting up veriods between his 
planned projects. 


BENEFIT CLAIMS PAID 


Following is the total amount of claims 
paid by the Telephone Employees’ Mutual 
Benefit Association during November 1958: 

Primary Members..34 Claims...-$3,844.65 

Dependents 26 Claims..-- 2,196.50 


$6,041.15 


Dorothy Lefler ‘Feels Fine’ 


Walter F. Roberts received a letter 
from Dorothy Lefler last month which 
brought the good news that her health 
has greatly improved since her move 
to the west coast. Miss Lefler retired 
because of ill health early this year to 
conclude her service record of more 
than 36 years as an active employee. 
Her present address is 5042% No. 
Hayter Ave., Lakewood, California. 

Miss Lefler enjoys her new freedom 
and writes that it is a wonderful feeling 
to be able to do the things she wants 
when she wants to do them. 

She recalls the pleasure of working 
for six operating heads of the company: 
L. E. Hurtz, R. E. Mattison, J. H. Agee, 
B. I. Noble, H. H. Wheeler and M. M. 
Hale; as well as four chiefs of the plant 
department: M. T. Caster, F. E. Behm, 
J. A. McKinzie and G. P. Barney—and 
had high praise for each and every one. 
“Yes, the years I spent with LT&T were 
educational and remunerative,” she 
wrote, “and I remember only the many, 
many pleasant opportunities and exper- 
iences. I’m proud and happy to have 
been associated with and worked for 
such a company.” 

Thanks, Dorothy, for the kind words. 
We know you mean them—every one. 


, 


Two Departures 


Esther Wittenberger 


J. C. Minich 


Listed among the events of Novem- 
ber were the retirements of J. C. Minich 
of the Friend plant department and 
Esther E. Wittenberger, chief operator 
at Alexandria. 


Mr. Minich’s service accrual shows 
more than 12 years employment with 
the company, most of which has been 
at Friend, where he will continue his 
residence. 


Miss Wittenberger passed her tenth 
service anniversary in January 1958. 
She, too, plans to remain a hometowner, 
and will retain her apartment at 
Alexandria. 


Lincoln’s United Fund Drive Tops Goal at 


In terms of employee support, the United Fund Campaign of the Lincoln Community Chest and 
Red Cross was the most successful in history. But then, telephone folk have always been noted for 


their generous subscription to this worthy cause. 


This year, the LT&T quota was increased 8.6% to 


help provide for additional services by the Chest’s supported organizations. When the final tabulation 


was made, LT&T employees had produced a 9.2% 


increase! The average giving per employee was 


$9.05, compared to $8.44 last year. Only four regular employees failed to contribute. 

A joint letter addressed to all Lincoln employees from Elvin O. Wait, president of Local 7470, 
CWA; and Merle M. Hale, company vice president, expressed their appreciation for the fine response 
to the drive and read in part: “You can all take satisfaction in knowing that the money you are 
contributing will be used for very worthwhile youth activities and welfare work—important things which 
go together to make Lincoln a better place in which to work and live and raise a family.” 

The company solicitation was headed by Roy Brendle and Ralph Connors, with the usual battery 
of captains assigned to make direct contact with employees in various departments and sections of the 
organization. In the picture above the LT&T workers are assembled in the vice president’s office to 
receive congratulations and “oscars” for a job well done. 

Seated, from left: Donna Donovan, Georgia Smith, Mary Hessler, Iva Bornemeier, Phyllis Hinman. 
Standing, from left: R. J. Connors, C. L. Bouse, D. J. Christle, C. B. Sieck, N. C. Duer, G. B. Keith, 
O. L. Clark, G. C. Mann, L. L. Rezny, R. D. Thallas, M. E. Nickell, C. Lyberis, Joan Moorberg, I. C. 
Hellerick, Thelma Wisen, Berthamae Ward, R. F. Ueberrhein, Pearl Barnhouse, E. J. Kalkwarf, C. A. 
Hansen, A. L. Griffis, R. N. Brendle, C. F. Shuler, P. G. Radebaugh, G. A. Fleck, C. F. Hutchison, F. J. 
Bettenhausen, M. M. Hale. Not in picture: A. L. Higgins, R. E. McCall, K. J. Boshart, A. B. Waters. 
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OUR FAMILY ALBUM 


Hil LUMMEX 


Central Commercial, more often called “Lincoln Business Office,” is the oldest of LT&T’s operat- 
ing units. Early in the summer of 1903, months before there was a visible part of. the Lincoln 
Telephone Company plant in existence, solicitors Were at work building up a subscriber list for the 
new company—if and when it would be able to furnish service. The department first ,was divided 
into the “contract” and “cashier” sections, which were joined into one in about 1909} It occupied 
the front offices on the first floor of the “AutOmatic” building until July 1924 when expanding 
personnel forced the move to a larger area on the first floor on the newer general office building. 
This space has been added to several times since, qd Central Commercial now occupies the entire 


first floor east wing at 14th and M, as well as a S'2ble section of the basement and part of the “Auto- 
matic” building. Its 49 employees are shown here 


1. A. B. Waters, district commercial manager. 15. Dean Hamilton, directory sg apeade He pucttinwatl : 
i 16. Most important people—our five tellers—who collec 
2: ANGE Schirmer, Clerk. : , the fees for our services. From left: Mary Ellen 
3. Waldo J. McDowell, business office manager. Hansen, Judith Burcham, Imogene Paulson, Mary J. 
4. Four of our service representatives—Linda Sipes, Schirmer and Maudie Slocum. ; 
seated; Maxine Scott, Verna Alexander and Carol 17. Lyle E. Reighard and Robert W. Swanson, commercial 
Hendricks, standing. representatives. 
5. Sigrid Hohl, service representative; and Joan Jones, 18. From left: Carolyn Wren, clerk; Jeanette Ulmer, 
junior supervisor. advanced clerk; and Patricia Calvin, clerk. ; 
6. Virginia Anderson, junior supervisor. 19. From left: Shirley Heiliger, service representative; 
7. Jack Caldwell, customer service supervisor. George Hancock, commercial representative; and 
8. Patsy Sherman, PBX operator. ; : Betty Thomsen, service representative. 
9. Cecile Anderson, clerk, whose experience in this de- 20. Esther Jewell, advanced clerk. 
partment dates back to December 1919. . 21. From left: Clarice Bulwan, clerk; Jerry Isaman, clerk; 
10. Seated is Jean Baker, junior supervisor. Standing, and Sharon Raburn, service representative. 
from left: Marlene Castles and Lillian Sowers, service 22. Chauncey A. Eggerss, service engineer. 
representatives. 23. From the directory compilation section—Mary Wanek 
11. Roy Brendle, service engineer. ; and Sandra Carter, advanced clerks, and Jane 
12. Alex Geist, district sales supervisor. : Howett, clerk. 
13. Deloris Jackson, clerk; and Myrtle Henline, advanced 24. Boyd Wedgwood, service engineer; Gerald Salber, 
clerk, work in the directory compilation section. coin collector. 
14. Bedric Wanek, seated, and Charles Arnold are 25. Mary Pohlenz and Shirley Plautz, stenographers. 
service engineers. 26. Viola Fischer, secretary. 
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Be A "Protective Driver” 


Like a boxer in the ring, you need to 
know when to “cover up” to protect 
yourself from the other fellow’s 
punches. But, unlike the pugilist, you 
also want to keep your opponent from 
getting hurt. 


According to the Institute for Safer 
Living, Protective Driving amounts to 
fully 85 percent of the battle to avoid 
accidents in today’s traffic. 


Once learned and practiced, the prin- 
ciples of Protective Driving should be- 
come second nature. They simply mean 
that you drive at all times expecting the 
other driver to make an unexpected 
pass at you. 


Here are a few suggestions to help 
LT&T folk increase their skill as Pro- 
tective Drivers: 


_ Make sure your car is in top mechanical con- 
dition and will not fail in an emergency. 


On throughways, travel with prevailing traffic 
flow. Don’t overdrive or underdrive. When possi- 
ble, keep to secondary roads for slower driving. 

Always expect the car ahead will stop suddenly. 
Keep a minimum stopping distance between you 
and the car ahead of one car length for each 
ten miles per hour of your car’s speed. This allows 
for a reserve distance which can be useful both to 
you and to the driver behind you if he should mis- 
judge his stopping distance. 


Protect yourself from a rear-end collision by 
signalling Properly and in plenty of time. If pos- 
sible, warn of your intentions to stop by blinking 
your stop lights before braking steadily. Keep a 
frequent check on foliowing traffic by glancing in 
your rear-view mirror. Never take another driver's 
intentions for granted even when he does signal. 
He may change his mind and foul you up. 


Always allow for a margin of safety when pass- 
ing other vehicles. Watch up ahead for possible 
accident situations in the making. Be in position 
to avoid them. 


Safeguard yourself against the two worst acci- 
dent causers of all. Refuse to drive above posted 
speed limits or at speeds unsafe for conditions. 
Refuse to drive after drinking. 


_To anticipate any one of the many surprise 
situations, to remain wary of oncoming traffic, to 
approach every intersection, every pedestrian, bi- 
cyclist, or traffic light with suspicion, to always be 
prepared to act instantly—this is called Protective 
Driving. 

Remember that in exchange for your privilege 
of using the highway, you have the responsibility 
of avoiding injuries and damage not only to your- 
self and Passengers, but also to other drivers. The 
alertness and skill reauired in Protective Driving 
help you to acomplish both objectives. 
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Our Cover 


On our Christmas cover is the Haw- 
kins family, ending a shopping tour of 
O street, Lincoln. The glowing of the 
Yule lights matches the happy hearts of 
Evelyn, 6% years old, and Bobby, three. 
It’s the happiest time of year for little 
ones. 


But they have no monopoly on the 
season’s pleasure. We’re sure that Bob 
and Elaine Hawkins, as parents, share 
it in the fullest measure. They’re that 
kind of people—the kind we like to 
know and have in our organization. 
Theirs was a telephone romance. 
Elaine, of Lincoln Traffic, is a pioneer 
by right of her long service record. 
Bob, of Lincoln Plant, is growing on 
his 13th year with LT&T. 


Editorial Views 


Good Neighbors 


Everyone appreciates good neighbors 
—the friendly couple next door; the 
family down the street with the pretty 
yard; the ones with the well-behaved 
children; the considerate party who 
shares your telephone line. 


Good neighbors make life worth the 
living. Think how unpleasant it would 
be if the folks next door were quarrel- 
some and belligerent; the family down 
the street let their yard grow up in 
weeds; destructive children ran ram- 
pant through the neighborhood; or the 
party on your line was inconsiderate 
of your rights to use the telephone. 

Well, we’re sure that telephone peo- 
ple are good neighbors. They’re a 
highly selective group and take their 
place as solid citizens throughout the 
territory we serve. Usually you find 
them working heartily in community, 
school and church activities. In the 
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circle of their acquaintanceship they 
have a reputation for courtesy and 
friendliness—almost without exception. 
That’s part of their qualification for 
being hired. It’s part of their training 
as employees. 


Businesses, too, are neighbors. Like 
individuals, they can be good ones— 
or bad. Neighborliness is not wholly 
a matter of being agreeable and pleas- 
ant. It is judged by how much a busi- 
ness—or an individual—contributes to 
the welfare and progress of a com- 
munity. 

Good telephone service is LT&T’s 
first consideration and of course is es- 
sential to the well-being of a com- 
munity. Even more, it is one of the 
prime ingredients that compose the 
American way of life. People rely on 
it for personal and social use. It is 
a necessity for businesses; vital in 
emergencies. Actually it has grown to 
be a part of human nature—an exten- 
sion of the senses whereby our thoughts 
and voices are projected afar. Life, as 
we know it, would be impossible with- 
out the telephone. 


Aside from providing communica- 
tion between people through good tele- 
phone service, there are other ways the 
company and its employees contribute 
to community good and prosperity. Most 
apparent of these is the money LT&T 
puts into circulation. 


Its payroll amounts to millions and 
this money flows into communities large 
and small and in every section of the 
territory. Telephone wages are largely 
spent in home towns where they mean 
jobs and wages for peovle in other 
fields and businesses. 


Thousands of LT&T’s owners reside 
in our 22 counties and other money 
enters this area in the form of dividends 
and interest paid to these investors. 
They include farmers, businessmen, em- 
ployees, clergymen, mechanics, teach- 
ers, retired folk, widows, hometown 
people and neighbors—everywhere. 


All of which adds up to an ele- 
mentary example of how the telephone 
business operates in America—and how 
one industry contributes to the success 
of others. 


For money taken from a community 
in return for telephone service finds its 
way back in the form of wages, expend- 
itures for supplies, taxes, dividends 
and service improvements. It’s a con- 
tinuing process, stimulating other bus1- 
nesses and making a contribution to the 
prosperity of all the people we serve. 


Thanks From "Swede" 


Gust A. Foster, who is recuperating at home 
from an illness of two months’ duration, asks the 
News to help distribute his thanks for all the 
attention he received during that time; especially 
for the cards, letters, telephone calls and _ visits 
from his fellow workers. The News is happy to 
comply—for one of its favorite people. 


Breath Of the Past 


While helping a friend with some 
wiring in an old manse at Ashland, 
Ed Butler, Lincoln Plant, squeezed 
himself into the attic and there came 
upon a copy of Harper’s Weekly dated 
November 20, 1880. The magazine was 
quite the worse for age. Its pages 
were yellow and brittle, though it ap- 
parently had lain undisturbed through 
the 78 intervening years. 


Mr. Butler brought the relic to the 
office where the switchroom folk were 
amused to review the fresh news of 
the day—and particularly the adver- 
tisements. Headlined were the results 
of the recent election in which James 
A. Garfield was elected president and 
Chester A. Arthur vice president. 


Dyak’s Beard Elixer (25¢) was guar- 
anteed to force a heavy mustache on a 
young, beardless face in two to four 
weeks. Dr. Scott’s Electric Hair Brush 
was warranted to cure bilious headache 
or neuralgia in five minutes; also 
dandruff and diseases of the _ scalp; 
soothe the weary brain; prevent falling 
hair and premature greyness; make the 
hair grow long and glossy—or money 
returned! 


Advertisements also included the 
high-wheel Columbia bicycle, Cubeb 
cigarettes and a cure for the opium 
and morphine habits. 


Two other items retrieved from the 
attic by Ed were a G.A.R. program for 
the 5th Annual Session held at Lin- 
coln in 1882 and a 32 page pamphlet 
extolling the virtues of ‘“Warner’s Safe 
Cure,” warranted to heal any ailment 
of man or beast. 


Extended Service at Talmage 


Talmage subscribers inaugurated ex- 
tended area service to Nebraska City 
on November 10 and seemingly find 
good use for the toll-free circuits. A 
metered test, conducted next day, re- 
corded 156 calls placed to Nebraska 
City, according to R. H. Gray, area man- 
ager. However, it is expected that this 
number will decrease somewhat with 
normal usage. 


The circuits carry a timing device 
which sounds a warning tone on the 
line at the end of four minutes conver- 
sation and at five minutes an interfer- 
ing tone is imposed which continues 
until the circuit is released. 


Extended area service was ordered by 
the State Railway Commission follow- 
ing a hearing held June 27 on a peti- 
tion by Talmage subscribers requesting 
the added service. With its inception 
the exchange was vlaced in the group 
B rate schedule. 


Christmas Activities 


Joyous Christmas Season—made up 
of so many things: the laughter of 
children, family gatherings, happy 
hours. It’s a fitting climax for the 
year. Throughout LT&T-land our fine 
people are getting together in parties 
and groups to add to the pleasure of 
each other. Once again the News will 
publish pictures of these gatherings 
in the January issue. We hope most 
of them are being covered by local 
shutter-bugs; and hoping also that 
prints of the pictures will be sent to 
the editor as soon as possible. _ 

The largest of the assemblies are 
being held at Lincoln where the kiddies 
were entertained at Hotel Cornhusker 
on the afternoon of December 13; the 
Adult party at East Hills on the night 
of December 19. Carl Ahl is chairman 
of the events. Charles Hansen had 
charge of the children’s party. 


Hallam Properties Purchased 


The State Railway Commission on 
November 5 approved the sale to LT&T 
of the Farmers and Hallam Telephone 
Exchange along with seven other lo- 
cally owned organizations furnishing 
service through the Hallam switch- 
board. 141 subscribers are involved in 
the purchase. 

LT&T will rebuild the exchange com- 
pletely and install dial service with 
provision for extended service to Lin- 
coln and exchanges in the Lincoln zone 
and to Kramer. A uniform schedule of 
rates will also be put into effect. 

An atomic power plant is being 1n- 
stalled on a site near Hallam and will 
be served by the new exchange. Pres- 
ent personnel of the Hallam companies 
will continue the operation of the lines 
until the new exchange is readied. 


Burns Fatal To Lineman 


Constantine D. Panagiotis, 21, of the 
construction department, died Novem- 
ber 6 at a Lincoln hospital from the 
effects of burns suffered in an explo- 
sion the night before. 

Mr. Panagiotis worked evenings at a 
filling station, and while engaged in 
cleaning the grease rack area, fumes 
from the solvent he was using are 
thought to have been ignited by the 
pilot light of a nearby gas heater. 

The resultant blast turned the room 
into “a ball of fire,’ according to a 
fellow station attendant. Panagiotis ran 
from the station with his clothing 
ablaze. Several men attempted to beat 
out the flames, but before succeeding, 
Constantine was severely burned over 
95 percent of his body. 

He had been employed with the com- 
pany for one year and had worked at 
the filling station four months. He is 
survived by his wife and one child. 
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Bargaining Concluded 


An agreement was reached Novem- 
ber 17 between the Company and the 
Union providing for increases in wages 
and changes in working conditions. The 
formal agreement was signed Novem- 
ber 24. The bargaining sessions began 
October 3. 

Wage increases for the _ eligible 
group ranged from $1.50 to $4.00 per 
week for men and $1.50 to $2.50 per 
week for women. 

Changes in the working agreement 
added David City as an exchange for 
crew headquarters; added Testman to 
those classifications exempted from be- 
ing scheduled for five consecutive pe- 
riods of eight hours each; provide a 
meal allowance in cases where over- 
time extends for more than one hour; 


and stipulates “reasonable notice” for 
requests by the Union for leaves of 


absence for employees for the pur- 
pose of conducting Union business. 


Pioneer Chairmen 


K. J. Boshart, president of the Frank 
H. Woods Chapter, has announced the 
completion of his appointments for com- 
mittee chairmen. Many of the com- 
mittees, of course, have been in action 
for several months under direction of 
the chairmen named below. The work 
of some others has not yet begun. The 
appointments are: 


Fellowship: Myrtle Henline—Remembrances 
John Backstrom—vVisitation 

Publicity: Carl Ahl 

Natl. Correspondent:..V. B. Musselman 

Special Assignment: A. B. Gorman 

Men’s Social: R. B. Hobson 

Women’s Social: Georgia Smith 

Historical: Mina Jorgensen—Photo Album 
A. L. Johnson—Collection 

Hobby: Harold Brady 

Membership: Charles Hansen 

Resolutions: A. M. Newens 

Ways and Means: Charlies Peachman 

Nominating: Kent Eno 

Annual Banquet: Charles Connors 


New Employees 


Commercial 
Ruth Hansen.........--- Clerk, Lincoln...... 11-17 
Deloris Jackson.......- Clerk, Lincoln...... 10-13 
Lorena Lockhart*....PT Clerk, 


SYFOCUSE: Ko cecetacis, 11l- 6 
Ruth Owen*...........- PT Clerk, 
Ashland .............. 10-20 
Plant 
Opal Munson..........-- PT Janitress, 
PUMOOIE «225.5200: 11- 5 
Traffic 
Marilyn Beckerbauer Secy., Lincoln...... 10-20 
Alice Miller.............- Opr., Weeping 
i Lo | (= i eres }1- 5 


* Re-employed 
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Still rising skyward, the new general office building is within 15 feet of its ultimate height, while 
the east annex, in the foreground, will grow 17 more feet with the addition of the fourth floor. Along 
the west side of the main section a brick mason’s scaffold is suspended, awaiting the beginning of the 
enclosure. Rooms are beginning to take shape on the mezzanine, fifth and sixth floors. Although not 
visible in exterior views, it is expected that the work in this field will accelerate with the coming of 


wintry weather. 


The ninth floor, yet to be added, will be faced with a porcelainized metal “curtain wall” and will 
contain various equipment for building service, mobile radio, microwave, etc. 


Again at Christmas time, the great illuminated star revolves on top of the microwave tower, 
mutely extending the company’s best wishes to the city below. 


Promofions--Transfers 


Commercial 

Clarice Bulwan, clerk to service repre: 
sentative, Lincoln. 

Jacqueline Busch, operator, Traffic, to 
clerk, Superior. 

Velma Garlock, operator, Traffic, to clerk 
York. 

Sharon Raburn, clerk to service representa’ 
tive, Lincoln. 

Plant 

Warren L. Borin, janitor, Custodial, to 
frameman, switchroom, Lincoln. 

Joseph Bruce, Jr., frameman to switchman, 
Lincoln switchroom. 

Jesse W. Cook, janitor to garage service- 
man, Supply. . 

Wesley R. Hansen, combinationman to jan- 
itor, Lincoln. 

Harry A. Hibbler, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Construction, Lincoln. 

Dean L. Kissinger, lineman, Construction, 
Tecumseh, to equipment repairman, Supply. 

Robert L. Neugebauer, janitor, Custodial, 
to frameman, switchroom, Lincoln. 

Robert E. Ryan, garage serviceman to 
warehouseman, Supply. 

Merlin D. Scheele, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Construction, Lincoln. 

James C. Sievers, warehouseman (PT), 
Supply, to groundman, Construction, Lincoln. 


Adolph R. Walla, equipment repairman, 
Supply, to groundman, Construction, Lincoln. 

Donald W. Weikle, frameman to janitor, 
Lincoln. 

Traffic 

Catherine Bartholome, operator, David 
City to Lincoln. 

Merna Bates, service assistant, David City, 
to Lincoln. 

Janice Blevins, operator, David City to 
Lincoln. 

Vilma Dolista, contract chief operator, 
Bruno to Alexandria. 

Ella Ferguson, service assistant, David City, 
to Lincoln. 

Verna Heins, operator, David City to 
Lincoln. 

Virginia Jones, operator, David City to 
Lincoln. 

Phyllis Lukassen, operator, David City to 
Lincoln. 

Joyce Sandy, operator, David City to 
Lincoln. 

Camilla Selzer, operator, David City to 
Lincoln. 

Margaret Underwood, operator to clerk, 
York: 

Catherine Vandenberg, operator, David 
City to Lincoln. 
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The Champs Get Riled 


Norma Somerheiser and Howard 
Spahnle, who currently (Dec. 1) occupy 
their normal position at the head of 
their respective league _ standings, 
opened the Thanksgiving season with 
games to be thankful for. 


Norma, on November 24, hit the pins 
for a 233 game and a 576 series to set 
new high marks in the ladies’ telephone 
league. Mr. Spahnle was feeling his tur- 
key on November 19 and rolled games 
of 235-210-213 for a towering 658. The 
series, if memory serves right, is the 
best in the league’s 14-year history. 


Up Wahoo way, Leona Benal, Com- 
mercial, posted a league mark of a 214 
game and a 564 series. She rolls for 
the Haines Construction team. 


Electronic Computer 
(Continued from Page 2) 


added to the normal paperwork re- 
quired in connection with the operation 
of a business. As office work has in- 
creased year by year and the demand 
for more records, statistics and reports 
has grown the general office which 
used to handle all the Company’s paper- 
work has been sub-divided into various 
sections and units. Clerical workers 
have been divided into groups, each 
with a supervisor, and specialization 
and decentralization of the clerical 
force has resulted. But this decentral- 
ization has created the need for even 
more paperwork; partly through dupli- 
cate work being performed in different 
clerical offices of the same company, 
and because intercommunication be- 
tween the various clerical offices was 
necessary since each section had to keep 
the other units advised of that portion 
of the clerical work accomplished by 
them. Thus were added records, forms 
and reports emanating from the various 
decentralized sections of what was for- 
merly one centralized clerical office. 
This inter-office flow of information is 
in most cases greater than the total out- 
side flow into the company. 


Proper system planning around the 
use of this new high speed equipment 
will avoid much of the duplicate paper- 
work of the Company. Data flowing 
into the Company can be transcribed 
once and for all into a form that can 
be integrated with all other data and 
subsequently arranged and rearranged 
with a minimum of human intervention 
into the various necessary combinations 
for required reports, studies, and anal- 
yses. This equipment offers the oppor- 
tunity to again centralize clerical opera- 
tions. For the first time there is a real 
possibility that the continually increas- 
ing load of clerical work may not only 
be lightened but that information not 
heretofore obtainable will be made 
readily available. 


George Hansen, A Grievous 
Loss 


George W. Hansen, retired construc- 
tion foreman, died November 9 at a 
Lincoln hospital after suffering a severe 
heart seizure. He was nearing 68 years 
as) aes ae = of age and had been 
retired since Feb- 
ruary 1956. 

At that time he 
had amassed a serv- 
ice span of nearly 42 
years and it would 
have been more if 
all his telephone ex- 
perience could have 
been credited. He 
nines went to work for 
the Nebraska Bell in his hometown of 
Wymore in 1910. 


Folks remember Mr. Hansen primar- 
ily as a construction man, but he gained 
experience in various departments dur- 
ing the course of his long telephone ca- 
reer. In the early ’thirties he worked 
for the engineering department as 
enumerator in a territory-wide inven- 
tory. Later, as a commercial employee 
he was at Wymore, Nebraska City, 
Beatrice, Lincoln and Plattsmouth. He 
also worked for two Independent com- 
panies and was wire chief at Valparaiso 
when that exchange was purchased by 
LT&T in 1919. 


His was a life that could stand close 
scrutiny and it is well to reflect on the 
good that came from his public contacts 
on behalf of the company. It was in 
his nature to be friendly and nowhere 
in his travels did the company’s pres- 
tige suffer through his associations with 
the public. 


George always took a prominent part 
in employee activities, particularly in 
baseball. He played with several of 
the great LT&T teams that were as- 
sembled in the early ’twenties. One of 
these was the team of 1920, on which 
his contemporaries were: C. B. Meshier, 
J. S. Jackson, J. A. McKinzie, A. B. 
Smith, R. C. Boling, C. W. Keester, 
H. A. Seamark, A. W. Odell, C. C. 
Donley and C. F. Peachman. 


He took pride in his work and in his 
ability to keep pace with changing 
times and practices. There was need 
for the latter, for George learned his 
trade back in the days when a con- 
struction rig was a wagon bed laden 
with pike poles, long-handled shovels, 
tamps, axes, saws, and other imple- 
ments designed to fit the hand. No- 
where in the methods of the day was 
a power tool used in aerial construc- 
tion. The changes that have occurred 
since that time are almost inconceivable. 

Mr. Hansen was a charter and life 
member of the Frank H. Woods pioneer 
chapter and was on the first executive 
committee of the organization. 
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The annual get-together party for retired employees of 1958 was held November 3 at the Corn- 
husker Hotel, Lincoln. Fourteen ‘’graduates’”’ were honored at the dinner, although some of them 
were unable to be in attendance. The average period of service of the group exceeded 35 years, and 


the aggregate came to 499 years. 


M. M. Hale, vice president, opened the “‘business session” with high compliment to the services 
rendered LT&T in the half millennium represented by this year’s class and led the round of reminiscences 
entered into by most of those present. T. C. Woods, Jr., president, presented gifts to the Honored 
Guests, while a travelogue motion picture concluded the program. 


The Class of ’58 is composed of the following: 


Roemer L. Dalton, I. J. Devoe, Bohumil Docekal, 


Dell C. Gilmore, I. W. Halverstadt, Deroy Helfer, Carolina Iwohn, Walter J. Knudson, Dorothy Lefler, 
Edward M. Massie, Charles G. Riedel, John Spady and Irene Swan. 


Blessed Events 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Clark are the proud 
parents of a boy, Kelly James, born No- 
vember 23. Bob is a splicer in the construc 
tion department. 

A daughter, Robyn Leslee, was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. D. M. Hunt on October 14. 
Darryl is employed in York Construction. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marcus Johnson proudly an- 
nounce the arrival of a girl, Kristin Marie, on 
November 14. Marcus works in Auburn 
Plant. 

The Norman Petersens announce the ar- 
rival of a daughter, Tamara Joan on Novem- 
ber 10. Norman is with Beatrice Construc- 
tion. 

A son was born to Mr. and Mrs. Seving 
Reiber on November 16. Arliss is on leave 
of absence from Hastings Traffic. 

A son, Douglas Blaine, arrived at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Dee Sullivan on November 
25. Dee works in Supply. 


Happiness Ahead 


Mardelle Favinger, Lincoln Traffic, and 
Marvin Bailey were united in marriage De- 
cember 14 at the First Methodist Church in 
Minden. 


Ilene Kassebaum and Rodney Drown said 
“IT do” at Mount Olive Lutheran Church in 
Lincoln on November 28. Ilene is in Lincoln 
Traffic. 

Elizabeth Torsky of Lincoln Traffic became 
the bride of Fred Cook in Lincoln on No- 
vember 22. 
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New Dial Unit For Edgar 


The exchange at Edgar has suffered 
from “capacity” pains for some time. 
These were relieved on December 2 
with the cutover to a larger dial switch- 
board established in new quarters. The 
old dial exchange was placed in service 
in 1941 and was a 200-line unit. The 
new equipment has a capacity of 240 
lines. The exchange currently serves 
364 subscribers. 


There was an employee named Finch, 
Whose bank account caused him to flinch. 
His children were eager, 

But Christmas was meager. 

It’s a cinch Mr. Finch felt the pinch. 


Don’t let this happen to you. 
Start the New Year right by 
opening an account, and saving 
through your Employees Coopera- 
tive Credit Association. Your 
money earns more there than in a 
Christmas Club! 


Meanwhile see about a Co-Op 
loan to help you through your 
Christmas bills. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE NEWS 


Eastern District 


Mabel Lipskey, Associate Editor 


David City Area 


by Vivian Dee 


Our sincere best wishes g0 with Ben 
Docekal on his retirement December Ley ; 
Vivian Dee enjoyed her vacation in “sunny 
California. .. . Helping out in the Commercial 
Office during Miss Dee’s vacation was Mrs. 
Lucille Litjen. 


Nebraska City Area 


by Betty Christensen 


An employees’ covered dish dinner was 
given mae ober 6 at the Nebraska City oe 
Center in honor of Deroy Helfer, who retire 
after 40 years of service. The abetieag foc 
spent in dancing and playing cards. Mr. = 
was presented with an electric drill set. 
Helfers left December 8 to spend the winter 
months in California. - - Those spending 
vacations at home during the holidays are 
Patty Lane, Elaine Teten, and Ed vo . 
Lillian Bader, chief operator, was presente 
with a lifetime membership card to sagre 
Club of Credit Women’s Breakfast Clubs for 
being associated with a firm 25 years or toa 
There are approximately 400 that belong 
this group in the United States. 


Plattsmouth Area 
by Thelma Tritsch 


ight operator Beulah Russell was very 
ieonte areca for her efficiency in helping 
to save a man’s life and his home which was 
on fire. The man was badly injured an 
through Mrs. Russell's alertness she summone 
the doctor and fire department before the 
wires burned through. The subscriber's son 
expressed great appreciation to Mrs. Russell 
for saving his father’s life and for calling the 
fire department at once, enabling them to 
save some of their things from the home. 


Seward Area 
by Shirley Niemann 


Eileen Brauer and Helen Norwood Loge 
tioned for one week, spending their time a 


home. ... Don Rutledge, area manager, and 
Elmer Bean helped at the David City Open 
House. ... Lola Langner and Shirley Niemann 


attended the Open House in the evening. et 
Visitors stopping in the Office to say hello 
on their way to David City were R. H, Gray, 
area manager, Nebraska City; Elmer Neujahr, 
manager at Syracuse; and Jim Cruickshank, 
manager at Ashland... . Shirley Niemann and 
Lola Langner are attending the Business Eng- 
lish course being conducted in Lincoln. 


Southern District 


Mary M. Goracke 
Auburn Area 


by Marcelene Behrends 


Vivian Kinghorn, chief operator, was pleas- 
antly surprised on her pirthday November 195 
with a cake and coffee. . . - Ruth Tunks en- 
joyed her birthday by dining in Nebraska City 
and visiting in Syracuse. , Leta Holscher 
visited relatives and went hunting 1n Wyo- 
ming during her vacation... - Betty Whitlow 


and Ruth Tunks vacationed at home. . . 
Harry Rogers climaxed a hunting trip by 
bringing home a deer... . We extend deepest 
sympathy to George Eggleston on the death of 
his grandmother. 


Beatrice Area 


by Mable Wieting, Veronica Siske and 
Frank Fisher 


Vacationers included Marilyn Vonderhaar 
who visited relatives in Denver, and Rolland 
Drake who went hunting at Crawford and 
returned with a deer, quail and pheasants... . 
Lola Boughtin and family spent a weekend 
visiting her brother and family in Newcastle, 
Wyoming. ... Darlene Remmers is recuperat- 
ing at home from a major operation. ... Ruth 
Diekmann had the misfortune to sprain her 
ankle while hunting with her husband... . 
Mable Wieting and Evelyn Menke, Fairbury 
chief operator, enjoyed an afternoon of visit- 
ing with Maude Willey, retired employee, in 
Steele City. ...A recent visitor at the John 
Brockmeyer home was his granddaughter from 


Hebron. Dan Smith is driving a new 


station wagon. 


Crete Area 
by Loretta MclIInay 


Elizabeth Johnson, chief operator, has re- 
turned to her duties after a wonderful three- 
weeks vacation. She spent a few weeks at 
Covina, California with her daughter and 
husband, three grandsons and a brand new 
granddaughter, Vickie Marie. She also vis- 
ited in Colorado with her sister and husband. 

. . A dinner party honoring Jake Minich, 
who has retired, was held at Friend. Jake 
was presented a gift from the group. 


Fairbury Area 
by Lois McCord 


The big news here this month is little Julie 
Jo, Mike Danaher’s newly adopted daughter. 
.. . Vacationers included Mandane Reid, who 
did some housecleaning and a little Christmas 
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Our Ladies Polish Their Knowledge 
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Graduating exercises of the Business English Class. Seated, from left: DeLoris Beltz, Ramona 
Johnson, Ruth Kadavy, Sylvia Hoaglin, Florence Tatman, Shirley Hess. Standing: Frank M. Hallgren, 
Marian Lanning, Mary Wynn, Marie Vidlock, Shirley Niemann, Leona Shurtleff, Mary Hessler, Joan 
Moorberg. Not in picture: Gladys Ball, Lola Langner, Marilyn Osborn, Eula Swartz. 


LT&T ladies have been reaping the 
benefits of higher education of recent 
weeks as two large and attentive classes 
completed their terms and issued cer- 
tificates attesting the proficiency of in- 
dividual members. 

The Business English Class, pictured 
above, was held at the telephone build- 
ing and had an enrollment of 17 stu- 
dents. The curriculum included a re- 
view of grammar, punctuation and the 
uses of business English, with concen- 
tration on letter writing and composi- 
tion. The ten-week course was taught 
by Frank M. Hallgren of the University 
of Nebraska. All members were LT&T 
employees. Out-of-town students were 
Shirley Niemann and Lola Langner of 
Seward and Gladys Ball of Ashland. 
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A second class was held at the Uni- 
versity. This was a six-week course in 
Secretarial and Office Procedures, 
taught by Dr. Wayne House. Marlene 
Kuhl, Shirley Plautz, Jackie Schizas, 
Florence Tatman, Marlene Thompson, 
Marie Vidlock and Kathleen Sughrue 
represented LT&T in these classes. Miss 
Sughrue is employed in York Com- 
mercial. 

An enrollment fee of $15 per mem- 
ber was required in both groups. The 
tuition was refunded to our employees 
by the company on completion of the 
course. We’re happy to report that 
every one of them graduated with fly- 
ing colors. The classes were originated 
as the result of a suggestion recently 
approved by the Suggestion Committee. 


shopping, and Ricka Schenk and Vera Sweetser 
who vacationed at home. ... Noel “Buster” 
Folkers used his vacation for hunting. 
June Johnson and family visited relatives in 
and around Denver. ... Irene Smalldon vis- 
ited in York. ... Evelyn Menke spent a few 
days in Hastings and the remainder of her 
vacation in Oregon. . . . Frances Erwin vis- 
ited friends and relatives in Lincoln, Beatrice 
and Friend, and also did her housecleaning. 
... Floyd Nave is still motorcycling. He at- 
tended a state championship TT Race at North 
Platte recently and came in second in his 
division. 


Tecumseh Area 
by Ines Meister 


Fall vacationers included Nancy Gofttula 
who visited relatives in Oklahoma, and Marge 
Cottingham who had a big Thanksgiving 
dinner at her house. ... A recent visitor in 
the office was Henri (Goracke) Neukirch from 
Lincoln, a former cashier. . . . The neighbors 
thought tragedy had struck the Dick McCoy 
family until they discovered the grave being 
dug was for Dick’s dog. . . . Clara Costello at- 
tended her niece’s wedding in Burchard re- 
cently. . . . Harold Drake’s daughter Rhonda 
and Millie Taylor’s daughter Lois had leading 
parts in the Junior class play. It was hard to 
decide who was suffering more from stage 
fright, the parents or the daughters. 
Birthdays were celebrated in November by 
Juanita Waring and Ines Meister. Cake and 
coffee were served on both occasions. .. . 
Irene Thies has been having trouble with the 
ceiling in her apartment. She was very wor- 
ried the day before Thanksgiving when in- 
formed by one of the repairmen that they 
would fix it the next day because she was 
having Thanksgiving dinner at her home. (He 
was only teasing her.) 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Geneva Area 
by Velma Bock 


Word has been received from Mr. and Mrs, 
C. J. Crew that they have arrived at McAllen, 
Texas, where they plan to spend the winter. 
For their many friends who might be inter- 
ested in knowing their address, it is 211 South 
Sth, McAllen, Texas. . A late vacationer 
is Reno Weis who spent part of his vacation 
in Marysville, Kansas, visiting his daughter 
and her family, and the balance of the time 
in South Dakota. No doubt the hunting season 


entered into his choice of South Dakota for a 
vacation spot, 


Hastings Area 


by Patricia Sperry 


By some coincidence, Aletha Bennett’s va- 
cation fell during hunting season. Accom- 
panied by Ben and Zelma Fobben, she went 
deer hunting in the Crawford area. Although 
the deer didn’t cooperate, we understand they 
had a very good time and were content to 
spend the rest of the time successfully hunt- 
ing pheasant locally. . . . Bette Magee spent 
her vacation at home, as did Carole Cum- 
mings, who had house guests at the time.... 
Jessie Van Trump had a most interesting trip 
to Texas, where she visited friends. : 
Minnie Schlitt also journeyed to Texas for 
her vacation, and reports a fine trip. 


Hebron Area 


by Ramona J. Kenning 


Mr. and Mrs. E, H. Wellman vacationed in 
Colorado and visited Mr. Wellman’s mother. 
... We are all happy for Mr. and Mrs. H. G. 
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Making Time 

Even the men who are building it must be sur- 
prised at the progress in evidence at Hebron as 
the new telephone structure takes shape. The 
recent picture above is already outdated, for by 
this time the walls have grown to their full height 
and are surmounted by the precast roof. The 


piled stone in the foreground is to be used for 
copings and cornices. 


Taedter, Plant, who left November 24 for 
the Swing and Sway Land of Honolulu to 
visit their son and his wife. Richard is sta- 
tioned there and doing communication work. 

. . Bill Peperkorn of the construction force 
spent his vacation around home trapping mink 
and muskrat... . Judging from remarks made 
by the Construction and Plant boys the 
pheasant and duck season has been good in 
the Hebron area. ... We are glad to report 
that Mary Bethscheider, Traffic, is returning 
home from St. Joseph’s Hospital, Concordia, 
Kansas, where she was confined for several 
weeks with a severe attack of shingles. . 
Esther Wittenberger, chief operator at Alex- 
andria, has recently retired; and Vilma Dolista, 
former chief operator at Bruno, has become 
the new chief operator there. ... Anita Wil- 
liams, a former Lincoln and Hebron operator, 
has returned to work and is now a part-time 
operator, Ruth Rittenhouse spent her 
vacation at home and had some dental work 
taken care of at the same time. 


Stromsburg Area 


by Betty Beebe 


Edith Mattson, cashier, has been spending 
her weekends in Beatrice with her sister, who 
has been ill. On November 1, Edith attended 
the Nebraska Homecoming game in Lincoln. 


Pieased to meet you is Francis P. Darnoid, dis- 
trict wire chief, at his seat of operations in the 
Hastings building. Mr. Darnold owns a 36-year 
service record with LT&T. 
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... R. E. Wait and Jim Hatfield vacationed 
last month to get in their share of hunting. 


Superior Area 


by Jacqueline A. Busch 


Late autumn vacations have been en- 
joyed by DeVee Smalley and Theora Bargen 
who spent their time at home with their fam- 
ilies; and Bertha Anderson, Chief Operator 
who spent a week in Farmington, New Mexico. 
visiting her brother and family... . Crystal 


Ahrens spent a weekend in Yankton, South 
Dakota. 


Suffon Area 


by Catherine Cassell 


Fede manager J. H. Mankamy 
of his vacation during the hunting seas 

Os. 2 4 
Don Nelson, traveling auditor, spent Novem- 
ber 5, 6, and 7 at the Sutton office. 


er took a week 


York Area 


by Mary Morrison 


November, the month of Thanksgiving, an 
we find our office workers made Plans for the 
holiday. Pat and Jerry Bosak were in Lin 
coln for the holiday. Mr. and Mrs. Sterling 
Nelson traveled to Nebraska City and ae 
Boyd Imlers held a family dinner. Yours dente 
spent Thanksgiving with the family in Cen. 
tral City. soe There are auite a number of 
vacations in the nicture this month, Barbar 
Carnes, Traffic, spent her vacation at Contre! 
City with her folks. Frances Pittman visited 
at Tulsa, Oklahoma, and Sandra Hobbs 4 
Central City. Janice Laschanzky spent i 
vacation at Mesa, Arizona, and JoAnn R = 
and family enjoyed a vacation in F sii 


lori 
Don Schark, Plant, returned from Te ie 
tion looking rested and happy. Velma 


Garlock, formerly of the traffic department 
transferred to the commercial department 


and will take over the work of Pat Bo k 
who is on leave of absence. — 


Accounting 


Revenue Section 


Carol Carlson, Associate Editor 


That busiest time of the year is here on 
more. Everyone enjoyed a wonderful Thake. 
giving Day, and came back to work Frid “2 
still stuffed full of turkey. ...A lat = 
tioner is Eleanor Grabowski who traveled 4c 
Minneapolis for a three-day visit. Biesncy ie 
ports she just loafed While there, and ae 
wonderful time doing it... . Kay Bee 1 ; 
took a trip and ended up in Columbus “ol rm 
where she visited her brother and family — 
Louise Jenkins left the 19th of December on 
a_ three-weeks trip that took in Janesville, 
Wisconsin; St. Louis, Missouri: and finally 
finished it in her home town ‘of Lon ne ; 
Texas, where she will spend Christmas ite 
her family... . Emily Cantu is busting with 
pride of her new nephew, who was aan ; 
Gary Eugene. - . . There is also an "additior 
to Helen Pickard’s household, that bei oe 
miniature dachshund called “Sugar-Bab ried ‘ 
. . . Nina Anderson spent Thanksgiving as 
in Emporia, Kansas. . Mickey iwars al 
visiting in Omaha over the Thanksgivin : hihi 
day. -.. Margot Lucs and Bob Ross b th eee 
birthdays recently. Margot Eelabratea eb 
December 1, and Bob’s was Dedenibex 9 a 
though neither one would comment a oe 
Margot is sure she is the younger of . 
Her reason for thinking this is that Sh ageneie 
it to work the day after her birthday ond 
Bob had to take the day off, after hg 24 
celebrated his. . . . Merry Christi ie bao 
Happy New Year to all. ee ee 


Accounting 
Disbursement and Printing Sections 


Diane Feldstein, Associate Editor 


B. J. Sievers, Morris Franklin, and Carl Ahl 
were guests of the Lincoln Air Force Base the 
afternoon of November 18. The group (includ- 
ing Jim Schulte of National Cash Register and 
Charles Cleveland of Nebraska Salesbook Co.) 


was given a royal tour of this important part 
of Lincoln’s community. Major West, Comp- 
troller of the Base, and Major Ruehle, Public 


Relations Officer, after lunch guided their 
interested guests through a KC-97 and a 
B-47 (on the ground, that is) and even through 
the control room and control tower, ending 
with refreshments at the Officers’ Club. Mem- 
bers of the group were impressed with and 
appreciative of the generous hospitality to 
which they were treated. . . . Pros and cons 
on the merits of “South Pacific’? have been 
put forth by various people who have at- 
tended the show: Betty Sherwood, Irene Stolz, 
Marie Vidlock, Harold Brady, and Don 
Schwenke. “Sure gets light late these 
mornings,”’ said early morning traveler Evelyn 
Alm to husband, Ed. They were on the road 
to Minneapolis to visit relatives on a Thanks- 
giving vacation. “Glad we got an early start, 
though,’ yawned Ed, “even if we can't quite 
see at this stage of the game.” He confidently 
picked the wrong turn to Fremont at the fork 
outside of Wahoo. “If I didn’t know better 
I’d swear we were on our way to Omaha,’ 
he said 25 miles later. ‘‘Don’t look now,” re- 
plied Evelyn, ‘‘but there’s Boys’ Town.” They 
did get to Minneapolis eventually. . .. The 
Dewey Nelsens are in their new house, but 
not quite settled yet. It’s a new and heart 
warming experience to watch TV while the 
automatic takes care of the dish washing, At 
this point the garage is only a glorified car 
port since it’s still minus a door. Heated at 
that. What a bill that would be—bringing all 
of Lincoln to 50°. Hmmm,—no he _ prob- 
ably wouldn’t go for it. 


Engineering 


V. B. Musselman, Associate Editor 


Jack Swigerd, our engineer who hunts with 
a bow, still hasn’t got his deer. Furthermore 
he reports that someone stole his dog. Some- 
one—or two—suggested the dog ran away in 
disgust. If the hound is looking for a master 
that can hit something he should try Tom 
Goldenstein. . “It couldn’t be nicer 
weather,” thought Tom, as he whistled “It’s 
Gonna Be A Great Day.” He was cheerfully 
hammering nails into poles. How could he 
have picked a smaller target? But he hit it— 
his thumb. The way he yelped, Tom proved 
he doesn’t need a dog. .. . Jack also reports 
he is moving to Waverly where he will oc- 
cupy a house built to his specifications; no 
less. We are all afraid to go take a look... 
Our all-time top in hunting stories comes from 
Buck Isaman. Buck spent several vacation 
days at a private hunting resort in Illinois. 
‘“‘We just threw the dead ducks in a wagon,” 
related Buck, with nostalgic awe—illustrat- 
ing with a casual gesture as if discarding an 
old cigar butt; ‘‘pheasants the same way.”.. - 
Jack Shadley has been reported recently smok- 
ing cigars. In the past that presaged a cata- 
clysmic change in marital status. However the 
boys say he is now straightened out and is 
back on cigarettes. . . . William H. Ehrlich, 
Jr., a recent addition to the staff of the equip- 
ment engineer, seems to be real well informed 
on automotive mechanics, and is a good man 
to go to on how to adjust this or rejuvenate 
that, except that he insists on drawing a de- 
tailed, freehand sketch of all the inside parts 
showing what every piece does when you do 
what. 


Photo by Ivan Haith 


The construction crew of Foreman E. D. 
Smith, ot work on the Speiser job south of Hum- 
boldt. From left: R. N. Bates, E. B. Carlson, E. D. 
Smith, L. C. Bacon and D. L. Hansen. 


Construction 


Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


A look at our crews finds Les Shirey and 
a crew starting the second Air Base housing 
job which consists of placing distribution cable 
to 600 new houses being built just north of 
the present housing area. ... George Wasson 
and crew have started setting poles on the 
Hallam estimate. This job consists of replac- 
ing practically all the poles and wire on the 
Hallam exchange, and placing 25 pair cable to 
the location of the Consumers Public Power 
plant which is approximately one and one- 
half miles northeast of Hallam. ...HEd Smith 
and crew are about to finish up the Speiser 
estimate. This job called for aerial cable from 
the Humboldt office out approximately three 
miles. This job was practically a 100% rebuild 
of the Speiser farm lines. In order to save 
wire load, rural line carrier was placed. This 
seems to be working out fine... . Paul Wilk- 
inson and his crew are still working on the 
Auburn rural line job. This estimate is nearly 
complete. Mr. Wilkinson has a lot of work 
ahead of him in the vicinity of Auburn so no 
doubt he will be located there for some time. 
. .. Kenny Peters and crew are working a 
cable relief job at Friend and have recently 
completed a number of maintenance jobs in 
the vicinity of Friend and Crete. After the 
first of the year Foreman Peters and two line- 
men will be headquartered at David City 
which will make construction crews headquar- 
tered at eight exchanges, including Lincoln. 
... Lyle Piper and crew are working at Bene- 
dict rebuilding the town and rural plant. They 
just recently completed the rebuild of the 
Bradshaw farm lines. . Foreman Lyons’ 
crew are presentiy working a town job at 
Table Rock, having recently completed set- 
ting poles on the Burchard-Steinauer and Ster- 
ling-Table Rock toll lines... . Our Nebraska 
City crew under the supervision of Cloyd 
Bucknell just completed rebuilding the north 
farm lines of Nebraska City exchange and 
the rebuild of the toll line from Nebraska City 
to Plattsmouth. They are now starting the 
rural plant rebuild job at Syracuse. ... John 
Summers and crew are in Davenport working 
the rural plant repair job and when that is 
completed they will start the Davenport town 
job. .. . Tommy Hedges and crew recently 
completed building L.T. 3’s at Edgar and 
Sutton and are working on two Hastings cable 
estimates, one on West 2nd Street and the 
other on West 12th Street which includes 
cable extension to the airport. Jack Keogh 
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and helper are busy taking care of the splicing 
on these two jobs. For the past couple of 
months we have had a splicing crew out of 
Lincoln working on these jobs, also. Bob Clark, 
Jim Howat and Neal Schappaugh and their 
respective helpers have all had their turns 
working on these two Hastings cable jobs... . 
Down Beatrice way we find Don Jones and 
his crew on a nole move job north of Fairbury 
moving our line out to accommodate a new 
highway. ... Rod Lane and Charles Olson are 
busy placing bonds on our cables throughout 
the territory. They have already covered all 
exchanges between Lincoln and Plattsmouth 
and are now working in the Nebraska City 
territory. ... Here in Lincoln we find Tom 
Chinnock and crew taking care of the drop 
work on several Lincoln estimates and work 
orders. ... Foreman Hibbert and his crew are 
now completing a cable relief job in the south- 
west part of Lincoln and ‘‘Deke’’ Simpson’s 
crew is taking care of maintenance work in 
and around Lincoln. ... Taking a look at our 
splicers, we find Bob Greb and Jim Howat 
and their helpers working on the L.A.F.B. 
housing area job. ... We have two splicing 
crews with ladder trucks working out in the 
territory on maintenance. Splicers Bartels, 
Bob Clark and Harold Shotsman have been 
out on this assignment. ... Ray Strauss re- 
cently completed the splicing on the Nelson 
cable job and is now doing maintenance work 
in the vicinity of York. . . . Don Nielsen re- 
cently completed the splicing on the Friend 
cable job. . . . In Lincoln we find Ray Mathis 
and helper working the South 14th Street 
estimate and Jim Tice and helper working on 
the 4 Office estimates—both making directory 
cuts. ... Al Miller and his helper are work- 
ing in the 6 Office vicinity pressurizing our 
cable which is part of a plan to have all our 
cables under gas pressure eventually. 
Mack Nickell and his helper are taking care 
of the cable trouble here in Lincoln. It’s a 
rare occasion when they get out of town but 
during December they did make it as far as 
Plattsmouth for a couple of days. 


2nd Floor—Cafeteria 


Marcia V. Watson, Associate Editor 


Mina Jorgenson took a week’s vacation to 
welcome a new niece in Denver. ... Thelma 
Spellman’s brother and wife from Denver 
spent Thanksgiving week visiting in Lincoln. 
- . . Marcia Watson’s two youngest sons and 
families surprised the Watsons for the Thanks- 
fiving weekend—six grandchildren making it 
an old-fashioned holiday. . . , Mabel Pettis is 
again at home recuperating from a_ third 
round with surgery. ; 


“Retired” Club 


Florence V. McKie, Associate Editor 


Bert Huddleston’s November guest was a 
sister from Glendale, California. They had 
their Thanksgiving dinner with another sis- 
ter in the country. ... Mr. and Mrs. A. S. 
Keckler made a trip to Shelby, Ohio, in No- 
vember, where they visited two sisters and 
a brother. Later they visited their daughter 
at Indianapolis. . . . Bertha Sharp visited in 
Omaha in mid-November with her sister, Mrs. 
P, R. Bible. . . . Laura Sires won first prize 
on her cookie recipe which she sent to “Crea- 
tive Cookery,” on KOLN-TV. ... Lucy Lyle 
spent her Thanksgiving on a farm at Murdock 
with her grandson and other relatives. . . 
Lula Kloepper, of Sidney, just returned from 
a month-long trip to California. . . . Ethel 
Prescott spent Thanksgiving with their friends, 
the Rev. Adrian Edgars, in their summer 
camp near Cozad; then accompanied them to 
their home at McCook, staying there until 
the following Sunday, 
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Ramey Johnson went home from the company 
golf match last September 21 and told the folks 
at Friend that he was the champion. He was met 
with stony stares. ‘‘Where’s the cup?” people 
wanted to know. Ramey suddenly found he had 
nothing more tangible than a glow in his heart 
to prove he was the handicap champion. All is 
changed now. The trophy, with his name engraved 
in block letters, was delivered to him in mid- 
December. Ramey paused only long enough to 
beam at the camera before rushing over town 
to accept apologies from the boys’ who had 
doubted his word. 


Central Plant 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Claude Helm was quite busy during his 
vacation last month, by going hunting and 
getting caught up with work around the house, 
and then attending a wedding in Omaha the 
29th of November. ... A visitor in to see us 
last month was John Rupple of Tobias, for- 
mer employee at Nebraska City and now re- 
tired. ... We wish to take this opportunity to 
wish everyone a Very Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year. 


"2" Office 
by Al Ager 


Chris Lyberis went auail hunting, but did 
not have very good luck. He figures from 
the amount of shells he used up, the quail 
were very costly. .Don Norton spent his 
vacation moving into his new house which is 
located at 5330 Vine Street. 


"3" Office 


by Howard Stroup 


Several from this office have gone hunting 
and had fairly good luck. ... ‘‘Rocky’”’ James 
Shepard showed up to work the other morning 
in a white shirt and necktie; the reason, he is 
the proud owner of a new 1959 Chevrolet. ... 
Yours truly and wife spent three very enjoy- 
able weeks of vacation taking it easy and 
visiting relatives in Cedar Rapids and Betten- 
dorff, Iowa. 


"5-1" Office 
by Eugene Schrank 


Lowell Tuxhorn greeted yours truly the 
other day and asked what was new—to make 
a long story short, the Tuxhorns are the 
proud owners of a 1958 Edsel. . Howard 
Smith with three of his sons, Don, Dean and 
Charlie, had a family get-together for some 


hunting south of Humboldt. The game hunted 
was quail—the birds never had a chance with 
the Smith clan hot on their trail, who are 
all crack shots. By the way, they all bagged 
their limit, which is proof of this fact. ... 
The ‘Coffee Cun’ members and their wives 
had a dinner party at Tillman’s Plaza No- 
vember 22, and an enjoyable time was had 
by all.... The exterior construction progress 
of our new 15th and M building is moving 
very fast; however, the interior construction 
of telephone equipment is keeping pace with 
it. The installation crew which is supervised 
by Warren Shuck is moving so ranidly that 
it is not safe to stand in one snot for more 
than a few minutes or you will find yourself 
buried under the equipment. The men of 
this crew are Dick Bauer, Ronnie Martin, Bob 
Turner, John Drake, and Wayne Berkland. 
One of Ivan Hellerich’s habits when starting 


to work in the morning is to hang his top. 


shirt on one of the eauipment bays. At 5:00 
you can always see Ivan running around thru 
the jungle of equipment trying to find his 
shirt. The other day he didn’t have very good 
luck, so was going on home without it. One 
of the fellows felt sorry for Ivan and gave 
him a clue—there it was hanging from the 
very top of a 15-foot equipment bay. There 
is another fellow by the name of John Drake 
who has the same problem. While installing 
equipment at 6 office he started looking for 
his shirt at 5:00 and svent considerable time 
in the hunt. Just about ready to give it up 
and go home—you guessed it, he had his shirt 
on all during the hunt. ...°We would like 
to take this opportunity to wish all fellow 
employees and their families a safe and joyous 
holiday season. 


Wire Chief's Section—21st & L 


by Art Albers 


Several of our folks went pheasant hunting 
and most of them report they had ver good 
luck, Those taking vacations during the hunt- 
ing season were Wayne Higgins and Leonard 
White, who vacationed at Scottsbluff pheasant 
and deer hunting. Eugene Knipple and Dean 
Manson went out to the western part of the 
state to hunt pheasant and deer. Ronald Hib- 
bert also spent his vacation pheasant hunting. 


Toll Equipment 


by JoAnn Knapp 


Perry Caldwell spent his vacation taking it 
easy around the house. Thanksgiving Day was 
spent down at Swanton with Perry’s brother. 
. . . Ivan Paddack spent several days visiting 
with his folks at Edgar. . Al Reed and 
family took his trailer and went to the Ozarks 
over Thanksgiving weekend. 


Wire Chief's Section, 14th & M 


by Marilyn Jo Osborn 


_ Les Livingston spent a week’s vacation stay- 
ing around home and doing some pheasant 
hunting. .. . Ray Zimmerman snvent his last 
week resting around home... . Lloyd Jenkins 
spent a week doing odd jobs around home... . 
Magdelen Heser and Homer Olsen would like 
to call the F. B.I. in on the mystery of a miss- 
ing order which disappeared on one of their 
busiest days. 


Lincoln Traffic 


Kathleen Carey, Associate Editor 


Christmas is in the air; everyone is laden 
with gay packages; there are many whispered 
conferences and so many festive get-togethers 
they are hard to keep straight. Operators en- 
joyed their annual dinner and funfest Decem- 
ber 16. Seventy Pioneer ladies turned 
out for the Christmas party at the Cornhusker 
Hotel December 6. A fine committee consist- 
ing of Elaine Hawkins, Dorothea Heckman 
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and Mary Beaty worked hard to assure every- 
one a good time. Carol Allen’s two daughters, 
Sue and Joan, provided the entertainment, 
several Christmas selections on their accord- 
ions. . . . A number of operators who are 
members of the Women’s Division of the 
Chamber of Commerce attended the brunch 
held December 7 at the Cornhusker Hotel... 

Dorothea Heckman had a pleasant weekend in 
Kansas City attending the wedding of her 
nephew. The service assistants had a 
Christmas party at the Town and Country 
Restaurant honoring Juanita Schleif on De- 
cember 11. She was presented a gift. Juanita 
transferred to another department recently. 
.. . Helen Krieger enjoyed a week in Denver 
visiting relatives while on vacation. Minnie 
Allen journeyed to Blair to see her new twin 
nephews. LaVerne Braun found out that it 
isn’t safe to walk around in your own home, 
especially in your stockins feet. She took a 
tumble in her kitchen recently and fractured 
a bone in her foot but is recuverating nicely. 
. . . Maxine Finley is the recivient of a lovely 
new cook book from a grateful subscriber for 
an especially difficult call to Omaha. ‘ 
Georgia Smith thinks she will read the signs 
from now on. She failed to ‘‘close cover before 
striking” and a book of matches flared up in 
her hand not long ago leaving her with a pain- 
ful burn but it was on her left hand so she 
is still able to push a pencil. . . . Hove you 
all enjoy Happy Holidays. : 
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Bob Stall, of Supply, holding one of the rare 
black pheasants. 


Supply 


Bob Stali was lucky enough to catch one 
of the 200 black pheasants the Game Com- 
mission turned loose this year near Wilcox. 
This was an experiment to see how well the 
birds would survive, etc. The biggest trouble 
found was the difficulty in distinguishing be- 
tween the rooster and hen as they are both 
very black. However | the rooster still has a 
much longer tail. As you can see in the above 
picture, the rooster has no white ring around 
his neck. This bird had been shot in the left 
leg and if it had not been for a good hunting 
dog, the bird would never have been re- 
trieved. Bud Miller didn’t have to go 
hunting for his pheasant dinner. He visited 
relatives in South Dakota and they served 


pheasant every day... . Mildred Rockenbach 
spent her vacation in Illinois visiting her 
sister. . . . Pat Humann took ub the role of 


nurse during her vacation as her small daugh- 
ter picked that time to have the chicken 


pox. ... Jim Geist visited relatives in Missis- 
Sippl. . . . Ivan Olson spent his vacation hunt- 
ing. ... Two years ago Lowell Johnson pur- 


chased a Remington auto electric razor. Now 
he has the adapter to operate it in the form 
of a new black Rambler station wagon He 
thinks he can lie down and shave in comfort 

. Jerry Sievers has a beautiful new blue- 
and white Ford. . . . Kent Eno is now drivin 
a Mercury. . 
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calling." . 
D. M. "Mike" Hunt, York Plant, a4 
authorized to enter a lady's apart-— 
ment during her absence to repair 
the telephone. The neighbor down 
the hall observed his’ entry and, 
thinking he -was a prowler, tiptoed 
up to the door AND LOCKED HIM IN! 
The telephone's trouble was not on 
the premises and he couldn't get it. 
fixed to call for help, so he had 
to beat on the door until the 
neighbors got brave enough to let 
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for the night, 
on the desk of 


OT 


note, "Happy 


Perry Caldwell, Toll Equipment, by 
mistake wore his house slipper¢ to 
work the other day. But his feet 
felt so good the boys are worried 
that he may never wear shoes again. 


of the day 


THAT SETTLES IT- I'M 
GOING To SEE Ft 
PSYCHIATRIST 


uN 


Charlie Lindgren thought he was 
losing his marbles when he pulled 
a candy bar from his’ tobacco 
pouch, "T must be goin' nuts to 
do a thing like that," he told 
his neighbors of Disbursement 
Accounting. No one cared to 
argue the point, so he wasn't 
told that Fstella Foght 
had put it there, just 
to alarm him. 


IF HE ISNT THERE WOULD 
You TALK fo CHESTER ? 


An enthusiastic fan of Gunsmoke, 


while handling a call to a Mort 
Dillon, blithely sang out, "Matt 
Dillon, please, long distance is 


B 000 ~ SOMEONE REMEMBERED 
MY BIRTHDAY---#EY ! THIS 
ISNT MY BIRTHDAY ! 


After taking this month's cover 
picture, the News photographers 
returned to the office with a 
dozen large and empty boxes 
used as props to be carried by 
the Hawkins family. For want 
of a better place to store them 


General Commercial. A scribbled 


enough to throw Marilyn for a 
long loss_ when she discovered 
them next morning. She opened 
each and every empty package 
and worked on the mystery most 
without success, 


Bidding a late good-bye to summer, Bill Quinn 
went to Lake Okoboji for a final whirl at his 
newest obsession — water skiing. Bill was go- 
ing pretty good when he spied an oncoming boat 
and allowed it was going to reach the same 
spot he would occupy in about five seconds. 
Bill could go neither right, nor left, so he 
took for the lake bottom — and folks say he 
dern near drowned. 


Hastings Traffic, 


on ,NO! Here IT 
GOES AGAIN / 


WHASSA 
MATTER 


Gy. 


[MR5. LANG] 


they left them 
Marilyn Lang, of 


Birthday," was 


We can tell this story on Irma Arnold, Beatrice 
Traffic, because she definitely is not on the 
plump side. Irina and her four-year-old grand 
daughter were trying out the hula hoops. After 
several unsuccessful attempts, Irma remarked 
that she couldn't see why she wasn't as good 
with the hoop as her granddaughter, to which 
the little one replied, "Grammy, you just have 
too much inside the hoop." 


Sigrid Hohl, 
Lincoln Com- 
mercial, 
tried to set 


rid of her verboten chewing gum te- 


fa’ 


fore she reported hack on duty, but ae ey 
WU 

was Stopped by a customer at. the x AX \ 

counter. Sigrid rolled the sum un- eos es 4 


der her tongue and began the inter-— 


view. On about the second para- 
graph the gum escaped and popped 
from her mouth - a la blow. gun, 


landing squarely in the middle of 
the order blank she was preparing. ~ 


